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JAMES  HOUSTOUN,  M.D. 

^  .  CONTAINING 

Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Travels  in  Asia 
Africa,  America,  and  moil  Parrs  o, 
^Europe.  From  the  Year  1690,  to  the 

prefent  Time. 

Giving  a  particular  Account  of 

The  Scotch  Expedition  to  Darien  in  Ame- 
rica,  the  great  Advantages  accruing  to  Ore  a  . 
&UTA1N  Lm  ,h=  Union;  .he  R.fe,  ProgrA 
'and  Fall  of  the  two  great  Trading  Africa^ 
S  South-Sea  Companies;  the  late  Expedition 
to  the  Spanish  West-Indies  ;  the  Faking  and 
Reftitution  of  Cape-Breton. 

SOME 

V-.  •  A„rrnnTK  of  the  Spanish  Court;  a 

Curious  Anecdotes  _  F  and  fuperfiuous 

fhort  Hint  for  expungm  the  three  great 

Jargon,  and  hyperbo1^  Myftenes.m  ^ 

Erofefiions  of  Di\  i  rational  and  in- 

reducing  them  into  concne  §  “4  *  *  *  and  &c. 

telligible  Syftems,  & c.  *  *  &c*  _ 


LONDON: 


Author’s  Apology, 


TO  THE 

GENEROUS  READER. 

•  * 

ME  M  O I R  S  re]  ating  Fadts  co- 
temporary  with  the  Times, 
in  which  they  are  written,  when 
almoft  all  the  Dramatis  Perfona: 
are  upon  the  Stage,  methinks  is  a 
fufficient  Proof  of  their  Veracity, 
otherwife  Iruth ,  mu  ft  ftare  them 
in  the  Face  to  confute  them  im¬ 
mediately,  were  not  the  Fadlstrue, 
and  the  Chara&ers  juft;  why  are 
they  not  difte<fted  and  contra¬ 
il  difted 
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didted  ?  And  you  will  find  all  the 
Events  correfpond  diredtly,  and 
have  anfwered  exadtly  to  the  Prog- 
noflics  :  The  Rife,  Progrefs,  and 
Fall  of  the  two  great  trading  Com¬ 
panies,  the  moft  advantagious  and 
beneficial  Branches  of  Trade  that 
ever  were  in  England ;  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  grand  fecret  Expedi¬ 
tion  ;  the  Reftitution  of  Caps  Bre- 
ton ,  &?c.  ■ 

Resentment  is  a  Faculty  of 
the  Mind,  the  natural  Repeller  of 
Inj  uries,  and  Provider  for  imme¬ 
diate  Self-Defence,  the  firfl:  Law 
of  Nature  ;  a  Virtue  may  be  ag¬ 
gravated  to  exceed  the  Bounds  of 
adequate  Satisfaction,  into  Revenge 
and  Malice,  fo  becomes  a  Vice  : 
I  am  confcious  to  myfelf,  that  I 
have  kept  within  Bounds,  in  this 

Ref- 


/ 


.  (  V  ) 

Refpe£t ;  by  the  Treatment  I  have 
met  with  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
Life-time,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to 
judge  for  myfelf,  but  leave  it  to 
the  Determination  of  the  generous 
Reader. 

Conscience  or  Honour,  which 
I  reckon  fynonimous  Terms,  is  no 
Faculty  of  the  Mind,  but  only  the 
inward  Senfe,  every  one  feels  with¬ 
in  himfelf  of  his  own  A&ions, 
being  confcious  to  himfelf  only,  of 
the  original  Spring  and  true  Caufe 
from  whence  they  proceed ;  fo  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Judgment  he  forms 
of  thefe  Actions,  they  are  confci- 
entioufly  good  or  bad  ;  from  this 
Motive  alone,  no  real  good  Man 
of  intrinlic  Worth  dares  do  a  bad 
Action,  for  his  own  fake,  tho’ 

there  were  no  Laws  in  civil  Socie¬ 
ty 


a  2 
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ty  to  reftrain  and  check  him;  from 

hence  is  the  true  Source,  and  ori- 

ginal  Spring  of  all  real  Happinefs 

and  Contentment  of  Mind,  or  the 

Reverfe  ;  as  for  my  own  Part  I 

dwell  within  my f elf.  This  is  what 

Horace  calls  the  brazen  Wall  of  the 
Virtuous, 

Nil  confcire  fibi,  nulla  pallefcere 

culpa. 

Emulation,  the  chief  Spur  to 
great  Purfuits,  may  fwell  out  into 
exorbitant  and  unbounded  Ambi¬ 
tion,  but  the  Source  was  original- 
ly  good,  and  the  luxuriant  Excref- 
cences  could  only  ipring  from  a 
generous  Root ;  which  any  one  of 
the  lead  Penetration,  may  eafily 
perceive  without  my  pointing  it 
out :  For  there  is  nothing  more 

cer- 
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certain  than  that  our  Way  of  Think¬ 
ing  is  governed  by  the  Elevation 
of  the  animal  Spirits,  as  every  one 
who  has  lived  in  Variety  ol  Cli¬ 
mates,  and  fhifted  different  Scenes 
in  Life,  have  fufficiently  and  de¬ 
mon  drably  experienced  :  Great 
Succefs  mod;  commonly  infufes 
great  Thoughts,  and  infpires  a 
noble  Prefumption,  which  render 
Men  brave  and  magnanimous ; 
whereas  we  frequently  fee  that 
Men  with  their  Fortunes  and  Li¬ 
berties,  lofe  their  very  Spirits  and 
Souls. 

K 

A  great  Soul  indeed  that  can  fup- 
port  under  fuch  Preffures ! 

As  the  comic  Poet  rightly  ob- 
lerves. 

a  3  XJti 
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Uti  res  nojlrce  Jint  ita  nos> 

Magni  atque  humiles  fumus . 

When  thefe  Memoirs  hr  ft  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  World,  I  met  with 
a  Gentleman  of  thorough  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Men  and  Books,  an  old 
Acquaintance  of  mine,  who  told 
me  in  a  friendly  Manner ;  “  Doc¬ 
tor,  I  have  read  your  Memoirs,  I 
fhould  have  known  them  to  be 
yours,  tho’  they  had  made  no  Men¬ 
tion  of  your  Marne. 

'The  Whip  is  good  enough ,  but  the 
Tajh  is  too  long. 

As  you  fet  up  in  Oppolition  to 
the  far  greatell  part  of  Mankind, 
and  even  to yourfelj^  by  telling  the 
naked  Truth ;  you  reveal  the  grand 
Secrets  of  this  World,  which  fhakes 
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the”  Foundation  of  artful  Policy  j 
don’t  you  know  the  old  trite  Phrafe, 

y 

Children  and  Fools  tell  Truth ; 

\ 

for  Truth  is  not  to  be  told  at  all 
Times.  Dulce  eft  decipere ,  faid  Flo¬ 
rae  e  :  Vive  la  Bagatelle !  fays 

Swift. 

\ 

'  «  •  •*  '  f 

Doubtlefs  the  Pleafure  is  ctS  great, 
Of  being  cheated,  as  to  cheat. 

*  •  . 

But  I  know  your  Anfwer, 

You  pleafe  yourfelf  in  following 

your  own  Humour,- - 2-nd  con- 

fequendy  mu  ft  pay  for  it. 

Neceffity  is  the  beft  Cure  for 
fenfelefs  Pride ,  and  whimfical  Va¬ 
nity  5  it  roufes  the  indolent,  and 
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is  the  Mother  of  Invention,  and 
you  have  reaped  the  Benefit  of  it, 
for  you  have  had  a  pretty  fertile  In¬ 
vention  of  your  own.  I  remember 
to  have  heard  that  great  Wit  and 
Humourift  Dr.  Swift  fay,  that 

He  was  too  proud  to  be  vain. 

\ 

But  by  Leave  of  fo  great  a  Man, 
begging  his  Deanfhip’s  Pardon  ; 

Vanity  is  only  Pride  in  an  empty 

Scull. 

You  pretend  forfooth,  to  inform 
and  reform  the  World  at  once. 

y  . 

Almighty  Vanity  !  to  thee  we  owe, 
The  Zeft  of  Pleafure,  and  the  Balm 
of  Woe. 


This 
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This  is  a  famous  Age  indeed, 
that  produces  the  celebrated  Lady 
Vane-,  the  famous  Mrs.  Muihnan , 
that  conlummate  Poet  Laureate  Col¬ 
ley  Cibber,  Efq;  Dr.  Houfton ,  and 
other  very  great  Perfons,  in  the 
higheft  Rank  of  Quality  ;  their 
Memoirs  written  by  themfelves  and 
publifhed  in  their  own  Life-time  ; 
in  fhort  you  are  ftill  a  Stranger  to 
the  Art  of  Life” 

I  replied,  You  know  very  well, 
Sir,  that  Lruth  may  be  juftly  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all,  the  only  right¬ 
ful  jure  divino  Sovereign  upon 
Earth,  and  might  become  the 
greateft,  if  fhe  was  invefted  with 
full  plenipotentiary  Powers,  and 
knew  how  to  exert  them  properly , 
by  fending  Searchers  into  the  three 
great  Commonwealths  of  Divinity, 

Phyfic, 


I 
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Phydc,  and  Law,  that  keep  the 
World  in  Awe,  to  extirpate  all  who 
were  not  her  faithful  and  loyal  Sub¬ 
jects  ;  with  private  Orders,  to  enter 
into  the  Bread:  of  every  Individual 
SubjeCt,  to  extinguifh  even  to  the 
lead:  Spark  of  Didoyalty.  to  her  ; 
in  this  Cafe  what  a  happy  Life, 
and  more  happy  World  fhould  we 
enjoy  ?  Heaven  in  PerreCtion  !  but 
alas !  die  has  got  a  mod  formida¬ 
ble  and  powerful  Rival,  to  druggie 
with,  Money,  Emperor  de  faEio  of 
the  World,  her  inveterate  Enemy, 
who  has  ufurped  to  himfelf  an  ab~ 
folute  Dominion,  and  arbitrary 
tyrannical  Power  over  the  World, 
and  has  reigned  with  a  defpotic 
Sway  ever  dnce  his  fird  Appear¬ 
ance  to  take  upon  him  the  Com¬ 
mand,  for  he  has  fecured  Artful 
Policy,  for  his  prime  Minider,  and, 


i 
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major  Vis  for  General  of  his  For¬ 
ces  ;  and  confequently  can  eafily 
thwart  all  the  Views,  difconcert 
the  Meafures,  and  difappoint  all  the 
Defigns  of  his  Opponents ;  and  ve¬ 
ry  likely  to  ride  triumphant  ’till 
Time  fhall  be  no  more:  In  fhort, 
Sir,  Money  is  the  Devil,  the  very 
Devil  we  all  talk  of,  and  moft 
worlhip ;  but  now-a-days  he  always 
appears  in  Mafquerade,  for  he  has 
got  the  Art  of  concealing  his  cloven- 
foot ,  he  does  not  care  to  be  perfo- 
naliy  known,  as  in  former  Times; 
for  he  finds  by  long  Experience, 
that  he  can  do  Bufinefs  more  effec¬ 
tually  incog,  than  known,  and  bids 
very  fair  foruniverfal  Empire.  So¬ 
lomon  tells  us, 

Money  anfwers  all  Vhings. 


In 
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In  the  mean  Time,  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  I  have  fa  id  nothing  but  what 
is  intireiy  agreeable  to  'Truths  which 
is  but  one,  and  lies  within  a  very 
narrow  certain  compafs,  but  Error 
is  immenfe  ;  however  difagreeable 
it  may  be  to  others,  I  am  willing 
to  ftand  or  fall  by  that  Tejl  :  it  is 
true,  that  my  natural  Difpofltion, 
to  the  qualities  of  Mind,  is  frank, 
open  and  generous,  without  Re¬ 
serve,  but  inflexible,  fo  that  my 
Inclinations  are  laid  open  to  public 
View  without  any  Difguife,  by  tel¬ 
ling  Truth  boldly  ;  free  unfettered 
Souls  nobly  dare  to  think  for 
themfelves,  to  look  thorough  the 
Mafk,  and  fneer  at  Deluflons  ; 
without  fparing  myfelf,  or  confl- 
dering  on  Confequences,  I  ftri&ly 
follow  her  dictates  to  the  beft  of 
my  Judgment  with  an  Abhorrence 

to 
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to  all  Kinds  of  Referve,  where 
Truth  is  to  be  concealed  or  dif- 
guifed,  even  to  Difcretion,  when  it 
confines  Wit,  and  Rifles  Humour, 
which  only  gives  a  Sort  of  momen¬ 
tary  Pleafure  to  a  Genius  bent  that 
way  ;  for  every  Parent  is  fond  of 
his  own  Child,  when  he  knows 
that  it  is  brought  forth  of  a  good 
honeft  Mother,  tho’  the  Child  may 
be  a  little  perverfe  and  excentric, 
in  its  Difpofition,  yet  I  fairly  con- 
fefs  it  is  a  Foible  and  a  very  great 
Foible ,  for  true  Humour ,  if  not 
kept  up  with  Decency  and  Digni¬ 
ty  lofes  its  Beauty,  and  in  thefe  ir¬ 
regular  Sallies  the  Man  lofes  him- 
felf :  Bad  Policy,  or  no  Policy  1 

Inherent  Faculties  of  the  Mind 
may  be  curbed  by  Prudence,  and 
checked  by  Difcretion ;  but  are  not 

to 


V 


I 
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to  be  altered,  without  altering  in- 
tirely  the  natural  Difpolition  of  the 
Man  by  creating  him  anew.  This 
is  the  only  Apology,  I  prefume  to 
make  for  myfelf,  and  leave  the 
World  to  anfwer  for  themfelves ; 
and  if  any  one  in  particular  is  of¬ 
fended,  let  him  lay  his  hand  on  his 
Heart,  and  in  Truth  blame  him- 
felf,  for  I  freely  acknowledge 
myfelf  blame-worthy. 

Reafon  will  get  the  better  of  Pre¬ 
judices,  for  great  is  the  Power 
of  Truth,  but  Nature  is  unal¬ 
terable. 

Now  it  may  very  naturally,  be 
objected,  how  can  he  who  has  con¬ 
ducted  his  own  Affairs  and  ACtions 
with  fo  little  Prudence  and  Difcre- 

tion,  pretend  to  prefcribe  Rules  to 

others, 


I 
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others,  to  condud  them  in  the 
right  way  ?  But  there  is  nothing 
furer,  than  he  who  has  ffruck  fre¬ 
quently  upon  a  funken  Rock, 
without  being  intirely  fhipwrecked 
and  gets  afhore  at  the'  trery  laft 
Gafp,  to  tell  his  own  Story  ;  is  the 
mod  proper  Perlbn,  to  deferibe  the 
Situation  of  that  Rock,  with  the 
great  Dangers  furrounding  it,  and 
the  proper  Methods  of  eviting  them, 
to  dired  the  Courfe  to  fleer  clear 
of  thefe  imminent  Dangers;  where 
you  may  difeover  and  diftinguifh, 
the  Procedure  and  Limits  of  the 
human  Underdanding,  from  the 
Irregularities  and  Sallies  of  the  Paf- 
fions,  in  different  Charaders,  of 
the  human  Species,  and  how  wide¬ 
ly  the  fame  identical  Perfon  dif¬ 
fers  from  himfelf  in  the  Career  of 
Life. 

This 


(  xviii  ) 

This  is  the  true  Theory  of  the 
OEconomy  of  this  World,  the 
practical  Part  you  will  find  fully 
exemplified  in  thefe  Memoirs ; 
by  •  • 


Your  moll  humble  Servant, 


Dr.  HOUSTOU N% 

MEMOIRS 
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His  Own  Life-time. 

D  O  not  know,  for  I  never 
thought  it  worth  while  to 
enquire,  the  Day  nor  Year 
I  was  born ;  but  it  muft 
be  fome  Time  in,  or  about, 
the  Year  1690.  My  Father  was  George 
Houftoun  of  JohnJtoun,  of  a  very  an- 
tient  Family,  Houjioun  of  Houft  ouny  Ba¬ 
ronet,  in  Renfewjhire ,  Scotland  •  and 
my  Mother  was  Elizabeth  Cunningham , 

B  of 
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of  the  Family  of  Craigendsj  in  the  lame' 
Shire,  a  Branch  of  the  moil  antient  and 
noble  Family  of  Glencairn. 

A  7  1  ’  A  -  ’  ‘  -  '  •'  ' 


The  Cuftom  of  that  Country  is,  the 
eldeft  Son  inherits  the  whole  paternal 
Eftate,  and  the  reft  of  the  Children  are 
thrown  upon  the  World,,  with  little  or 
nothing  but  Education,  which,  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  is  as  good,  and  more1 
ealily  acquired  in  that  C ountry,  than  in 
any  other  Part  of  Great  Britain.  I  have 
heard  my  Mother  fay,  that  I  was  the 
youngeft  of  fifteen  Children,  fo  nothing 
fell  to  my  Share  but  my  Education, 
which,  I  muft  acknowledge,  was  as  li¬ 
beral  as  that  Country  could  afford  j 
and  afterwards  I  went  to  Holland  and 
France  for  a  further  Improvement  in  my 
Studies. 


i 


Genius  appears  in  the  moft  natural 
and  lively  Colours  in  Youth,  before  the 
Underftanding  has  formed  itfelf  ftrong 
enough  ro  diflemble  ;  it  very  early  exerted 
itfelf  with  me  in  Pride  and  Ambition 

'  '  '  ;  epi-' 
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epidemically  inherent  in  the  Blood,  and 
concomitant  with  all  Scotfmen ,  only  turning 
and  exerting  itfelf  into  different  Shapes, 
which  has  been  obferved  by  the  mold  ac¬ 
curate  Obfervators  ;  “  The  Scots ,  fays  the 
a  learned  Puffendorf  are  very  apt  to  pro- 
tc  pofe  to  themfelves  great  Matters,  and  to 
t{  delight  in  their  own  Inventions.” 

»  f  '  '  * 

v  \  #  .  ■' 

M.  Mefnager ,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the 

four  laf  Tears  of  §>ueen  Anne’r  Reign 
fays  of  the  late  great  John  Duke  of  Argyll  - 
“  That  he  had  too  much  of  the  ScotJ- 
!C  man  in  him,  to  fubmit  more  to  any 
"  Man  than  he  could  help ;  and  too  much 
u  Senfe  to  be  wanting  to  obtain  any 

Thing  to  gratify  his  Ambition.” 

.  .  ’  s  . 

•  , 

One  Major  Smith,  a  Gentleman  of  un¬ 
doubted  Honour  and  Credit,  told  me. 
That  ,  on  a  Journey  from  "London  to  Edin¬ 
burgh  ,  he  travelled  two  Stages  without 

even  a  Servant,  when  he  chanced  to  break 

■»  . 

his  Stirrup-leather,  and,  efpying  a  Fel¬ 
low  at  fome  Diftance  a-hedging,  he  call’d 
him  to  afk  his  Affiftance.  The  Fellow,  in 

B  2  a  very 
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a  very  fubmiffive  and  obliging  Manner, 
an  half  a  Mile  for  an  Awl  and  Pack¬ 
thread,  and  then  mended  the  Stirrup-lea- 

t!6" j  .uP°n  Jhich  the  Major  put  his 
Hand  m  his  Pocket,  and  gave  the  Man 

S^-pence,  for  which  he  was  very  thank- 

•  ,  When  the  Maj°r  was  mounting  his 

orfe,  he  defired  Jaim  to  hold  the 
tirrup y—Nat  Na,  fays  the  Fellow,  my 
blame  is  Campbell,  Sir,  and  Iwonna  baud 
any  Mon’s  Stirrop  in  England.  * 


King  James  himfelf,  the  Firfl  of  En¬ 
gland,  had  a  great  deal  of  Scotch  Blood 
m  him,  but  I  am  afraid  it  was  intermixed 
with  worfe,  which  contaminated  the 
Blood  of  the  whole  Race  ’till  meliorated 

again  by  Intermarriages. - True  Scotch 

Blood Jr om  the  King  to  the  Co  bier  f 

It  is  furprifingly  remarkable,  and  afto- 
nilhing  to  the  whole  World,  that,  of  ail 
Nations,  the  Britijh  are  the  moil  indu- 
ftrious  and  careful  in  a  right  Breed  of  their 

Cattle, 


,  ,  fe  MaJ°  j  was  a  Scotfman  himfelf,  and  ap- 

^r0'',l  0lthe  Ie]Jow’s  Anftver  greatly  j  and  gave  him 
another  Six-pence  for  it. 
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Cattle,  Horfes,  Dogs,  and  the  moft  neg¬ 
ligent  of  their  own  Breed  from  the  High- 
eft  to  the  Loweft. 

•  . 

cc  Pride  (fays  an  accurate  Searcher  in- 
u  to  human  Nature)  is  that  natural  Facul- 
“  ty,  by  which  every  Mortal,  that  has  any 
“  Undemanding,  over-values,  and  ima- 
€C  gines  better  Things  of  himfelf  than  any 
<c  impartial  Judge,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  his  Qualities  and  Gircum- 
c<  ftances,  can  allow  him.”  Then  I  add, 
expecting  and  demanding  a  greater  Regard 

and  Refpebt  than  is  juftly  due  to  his  real 
Merit. 

<c  We  are  poffeffed  of  no  other  Qua¬ 
lity  fo  beneficial  to  Society,  (when  it 
cc  exerts  itfelf  rightly)  and  fo  neceffary  to 
render  it  wealthy  and  flourifhing  as 
this ;  yet  it  is  that  which  is  mofl  ge¬ 
nerally  detefted,  and  the  prouder  a 
Man  is,  e .  the  more  Elfeem  he  has 
“  for  himfelf,  the  greater  is  his  Dread  of 
<C  Shame  >  &  vice  versa  •  and  as  this  Fear 
of  Shame  is  more  or  leis,  fo  it  fur- 

^  3  cc  mounts, 
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mounts,  or  gives  way  to  other  Fear?, 
and  fometimes  we  fee  it  gets  the  better 
of  the  greateft  of  all  Fears,  even  Death 
“  itfelf,  as  in  Duelling  and  Suicide.” 

Th  e  witty  Lord  Rochejler  like  wife  very 
juftly  obferves,  that  every  Mortal  w'ould 
be  a  Coward  if  he  durft,  for  no  Man  of 
FI  on  our  dares  be  a  Coward,  he  mud:  ei¬ 
ther  part  from  his  Honour,  or  his  Cow¬ 
ardice  ;  and,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
by  my  Lord  Shaftjbury  and  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham ,  the  latter  was  more  pre¬ 
valent  with  his  Lordlhip  than  the  former  5 

io  that  he  durfl  be  a  Coward. 

»  *  « 

This  is  drongly  exemplified  in  what 
they  call  Scotch  Pride,  or  SpaniJJo  Punto , 
which  is  much  the  lame  Thing,  but 
exerts  itfelf  in  different  Manners,  for  both 

•  *  k  ^  A 

are  actuated  by  the  fame  Motive. 

»  '•  *  ,  , 

Pride  has  got 

Ambition  for  her  fil'd  Born  ; 

Hope  is  a  younger  Child  ; 

PofitiveneJ's  is  of  the  fame  Family  ;  and 
Resolution  is  near  a-kin,  but  fhe  has  got 
XJnderJ] anding  for  her  Parent. 

<  “  That 
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“That  Strength'  or  Stoutnefs  of. 
“  Heart,  depending  on  the  animal  Func- 
“  tions,  is  commonly  call’d  Courage  or  V  a ■* 

“  lour ,  but  that  Strength  or  Vigour  of 
“  Mind,  which  depends  on  the  animal  SpF 
u  rits,  is  called  Refolution  •  the  firft  com- 
“  mon  to  the  Vulgar,  the  other  very  un- 
“  common,  but  more  inherent  in  the 
‘ 1  Great ;  Strength  of  Mind  is  infinitely 

more  requifrte  for  great  Adlions  than 
“  Stoutnefs  of  Heart.”  Cardinal  de  Rhetz. 

Ambition  was  the  ROCK  that  I  fo 
often  fplit  on,  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Life¬ 
time ,  with  hundreds  more,  to  my  certain 
Knowledge,  and  thoufands  of  thoufands 
who  will  not  fo  ingenuoufly  confefs  it ;  not-* 
withftanding  I  acknowledge  to  fleer  near 
this  is  right  Navigation  in  the  Courfe  of 
Life,  if  you  can  keep  clear  of  the  ROCK; 
tho’  this  was  the  very  R  O  C  K  the  Royal 
Family  of  Stuarts  flruck  on,  which  they 
too  feverely  felt,  and  paid  for,  to  their 
fatal  Experience  by  its  Confequences. 

Faelix  quern  faciunt  ahena  pencula  cant  urn. 
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o  F  all  Hillory  I  have  always  had  the 
greatell  Plealure,  Satisfaction,  and  Edifi¬ 
cation  from  Memoirs  oj  Lives,  efpecially 
when  wrote  by  the  Perlons  themfelves, 
from  Cafar’s  Commentaries  to  Colley  Cib¬ 
ber  s  Liie  j  for  it  is  impofiible,  even  for 
the  bell  Limner,  to  draw  a  juft  Picture  to 
the  Likenefs,  unleft  the  Original  is  the 
ObjeCt  qf  his  Senfes.  It  is  true,  all  Ac¬ 
tions,  in  human  Life,  elpecially  the  glo- 
lious  TranfaCtions  of  the  Great,  are  the 
ObjeCt  of  our  Senfes,  but  none  know  the 
original  Source  and  fecret  Springs  of  thofe 
Actions  and  TranfaCtions  but  the  ACtor 
himfelf.  I  muft  own,  that  Vanity ,  which 
every  mortal  is  poflefled  ofj  more  or  lefs, 
naturally  leads  us  to  be  partial  to  ourfelves  j 
but  this  is  fufHciently  counter-balanced, 
by  Honour,  Sincerity,  and  Truth,  and, 
in  my  humble  Opinion,  every  Man  of  to¬ 
lerable  Unaerftanding,  with  common  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Honefty,  is  the  fitteft  Man  to 
write  his  even  Memoirs  ;  for  he  certainly 
knows  more  of  himfelfj  than  others  can 
polfibly  know  of  him. 


Mas 
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•  *  -  »* 

Mas  fave  loco  en  fu  Cafa,que  cuerdo  en  agena. 

There  is  great  Pleafure  and  Satis¬ 
faction  in  ruminating  on  the  former 
Paffages  and  remarkable  Tran  factions  in 
Life,  and  the  ufeful Reflections  fromRead- 
ing  them  over  in  a  more  advanced  Age,  as 
Martial  fays  in  his  fecond  Book, 

Hoc  eft  vivere  bis ,  vita  pofte  prior e  frui. 

But  if  thefe  indigefted  Conceptions 
fliould  chance  to  be  brought  into  theW  orld, 
naked  as  they  are,  as  my  pofthumous 
Works,  and  the  Reader  don  t  like  fuch  low- 
life  Stuff,  he  may  let  them  alone,  for  I  can 
affure  him,  they  never  were  defigned  for  his 
Pleafure  or  Satisfaction,  only  for  my  own ; 
knowing  the  Veracity  of  the  FaCts  re¬ 
lated,  I  don’t  want  to  enforce  them  to 

others. 

*  k 

.  /  • 

But,  as  Example  is  infinitely  ftronger 

than  Precept,  I  fhall  begin  with  my 

very  Childhood ;  when  I  was  in  my 

very 
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very  young  and  tender  Years,  I  was  my 
Mother’s  Favourite  more  than  any  of  the 
reft  of  my  Brothers  and  Sifters.  I  fun. 
pofe  from  her  innate  Goodnefs,  and  Pie- 
ty  to  nurfe  up  a  tender  Child,  with  great 
Care,  that  otherwife  muft  have  infalli¬ 
bly  perifhed  ;  and  fhe  continued  her  Fa¬ 
vours  to  me  ’till  the  Day  of  her  Death. 
The  reft  of  the  Children  envy’d  and 
twitted  me  with  this  Happinels  and, 
when  they  found  a  fit  Opportunity  to 
fiiew  their  Spite  and  Refentment,  they 
■  ufed  to  give  me  a  Knock  or  two  for  it. 
I  was  above  making  Complaints,  when  I 
knew  they  would  be  feverely  whipt  for 
Jt :  But  they  came  over  me  another  Way, 
not  thro  Defign,  but  by  mere  Accident, 
they  eaten  d  me  fairly  in  my  own  Way  : 
My  Father  ufed  to  give  all  the  Children  a 
little  Money  from  time  to  time,  except 
myfelf :  When  we  Children  got  together, 
they  fhewed  me  their  Money,  and  up¬ 
braided  me  for  Want.  I  knew  very  well 
how  they  came  by  it,  bore  a  ftrong 
Refentment  againft  my  Father  for  notgivr 
ing  me  any,  and  was  refolved  to  be  up 

with 
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With  him,  as  foon  as  poffibly  I  could  hml 
a  fit  Opportunity.  I  could  not  t 
above  fix  Years  of  Age,  which  I  remem¬ 
ber  as  well  as  yefterday,  being  a  remarka¬ 
ble  Paffage  in  that  Part  of  Life.  T  wg 
I  had  not  the  lead  Notion  of  the  Ufe  o 
Money,  yet  my  Vanity  led  me  to  be 

even  with,  if  not  out-do  them  :  Accor  ; 
ingly,  when  my  Father  was  receiving  his 
Rents  from  his  Tenants,  I  was  wholly 
taken  up  in  accomplidiing  my  Defign 
which  I  dexteroufly  enough  executed,  by 
fecuring  the  faired  Piece  of  Money  I  could 
fet  my  Eyes  on,  a  new  come  <  or  y- 

pence  Piece,  in  the  great  Bible,  _  with¬ 
out  my  Father’s  Difcovery,  or  having  the 
lead  Sufpicion  of  it  ;  which  I  concealed 
for  fome  time,  ’till  my  natura  emp  *, 
and  Bent  to  Vanity ,  made  me  di  cover 
'  myfelf,  and  brag,  that  I  had  more  Mo¬ 
ney  than  all  of  them  put  together.  ey 
put  me  to  a  Defiance,  by  producing  tneii 
Money.  I  readily  betrayed  myfelf,  by  pro, 
ducing  my  Piece,  which  they  made  a 

Handle  of,  to  lead  me  into  a  mod  terrible 
Scrape.  My 'Father  called  tor  me,  but,  by 
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all  his  Threats  and  Punifhments  for  fome 
Weeks  running,  he  could  never  learn,  or 
get  any  fatisfadory  Anfwer,  how  I  came  by 
that  Money.  But  the  Moment  my  Mother 
afked  me,  I  told  her  the  whole  Truth 
with  my  Inducements  and  Reafons  for 

what  I  had  done,  an  Emulation  not 
to  be  out-done  in  any  Thing  by  the 

reft  of  the  Children,  and  gave  the  Piece 

of  Money  diredly  on  my  own  accord  to 

her>  whlch  no  Punifhment  could  have 
extorted  from  me  otherwife  :  For  I  knew 

no  Crime  in  the  taking  of  it,  as  I  thought 
myfelf  juftly  intitled  to  it,  fince  my  Fa¬ 
ther  had  given  all  my  Brothers  and  Sifters 
Money,  and  me  none  which  verifies  the 
Saying,  Mat  fame  may  be  eafily  led  that 
cannot  be  drove,  according  to  the  natural 
Ddpofition  of  the  Perfon ;  for  Nature  is 
unalterable  in  itfelfj  it  may  indeed  be 
hew  modelled  by  Education,  but  there’s 
nothing  more  fure  than.  What's  bred  in 
the  Bone  feldom  comes  out  of  the  Fief. 

I  was  taught  the  Rudiments  of  Learm 
ing  bv  my  Father’s  Chaplain,  who  was  a 

very 
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very  good  Latin  Scholar  ;  and  underftood 
the  Greek  Language  very  well :  He  was 

afterwards  Mafter  of  the  Grammar-fchool 
of  Pajley,  where  I  was  put  under  his  Care. 

I  h  a  D  a  certain  Vivacity  and  Quick- 
nefs  of  Apprehenfion,  and  an  eafy  Con  ■ 
ception,  with  a  Readinefs  of  Anfwering, 
amongft  all  the  Boys,  peculiar  only  to 
myfelf,  but  I  never  had  any  Memo¬ 
ry,  (Wits  have  no  Memory !)  which 
gave  me  a  Rank  amongft  the  firft  and  beft 
of  the  Scholars,  tho’  I  was  no  ways  en¬ 
titled  to  it,  for  there  was  amongft  them 
many  better  Scholars  than  myfelf •  what 
Learning  they  had  got  was  fubftantial, 
mine  was  moftly  Appearance,  feen  thro’ 
a  Magnifying  Glafs  :  However  it  fell  out* 
I  was  clafied  amongft  the  firft,  pickt  out 
from  the  beft  Scholars  in  the  School,  and 
had  Self-conceit  enough  to  fahcy  it  was 
thro’  my  own  Merit.  Our  grand  Compe¬ 
tition  was  once  a  Week,  to  difpute  for 
Dux  of  the  Clafs,  which  I  frequently 
carried  from  a  fuperior  Antagonift,  thro’ 
mere  Dint  of  Forwardnefs But,  when  I. 
was  worfted,  nothing  could  vex  me  more 

grie- 
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grievoutly,  the  only  Incentive  and  Mo¬ 
tive  that  could  poffibly  make  me  apply  to 
my  Studies,  and  what  I  know  of  Learning 
I  owe  entirely  to  this  Caufe;  for  whipping 
would  never  do.  My  Mafter  ufed  to  tell 
me,  gh/os  amo  cajiigo :  But  I  only  bore  him  a 
boy i tli  Spite  for  it,  and  played  him  twenty 
arch  Tricks,  too  trifling  to  repeat:  Had 
it  not  been  for  this  Emulation  and  Con¬ 
tention  I  never  tliould  have  made  any  Pro¬ 
ficiency  at  School,  nor  even  known  the 
very  Rudiments  of  Learning;  for  which 
Reafon  a  publick  School  is  infinitely  pre¬ 
ferable  to  private  Teaching.- 


O  f  all  Profeflions  and  Employments  in 
the  World  a  School-matter  for  Teaching  of 
Youths  is  of  the  greateft  Importance  to 
Mankind  ;  for,  next  to  the  great  Creator , 
he  has  the  Formation  of  them ;  a  great  Ge¬ 
nius  may  be  cruthed  in  the  Bud,  and  die ; 
a  little  Genius  may  be  cultivated  to  a  good 


Growth,  and  live  ;  which,  without  great 
Care,  would  have  perithed :  In  thort,  he 
makes  the  Man :  As  you  may  fee  in  the 
Introductory  EJJay  on  Genius  and  Educa¬ 
tion.  Muck- 
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Much  about  this  Time  tiiere  was  a 
Projed  on  foot  in  Scotland  of  fettling  a. 
Colony  on  the  I  ft hr;  us  of  Darien,  near 
Panama  and  Porto-belh ,  which  reaches 

from  the  South  to  the  North  Seas  in  A- 
merica.  I  have  travelled  from  Porto- , 

hello  to  Panama  on  a  Mule  ;  it  is  about 
three  Days  Journey,  the  moll  damned  out 
of  the  way  Road  that  ever  I  faw  in  my 
whole  Life-time ;  I  take  it  to  be  about 
thirty  (tho’  commonly  called  only  twenty) 
Leagues ;  but  there  is  a  much  nearer  Cut 
thro’  the  Woods,  which  Spanijh  Policy 
will  not  allow  to  be  opened,  but  keeps 
this  almoR  unpayable  Road  open,  as  a 
Defence  for  Panama  and  the  Inland  Coun¬ 
try  from  the  North  Seas ;  which  Policy 
Rood  them  in  good  Read  at  the  Time  of  the 
Britijh  Expedition  defigned  againR  Pana¬ 
ma ,  in  the  Year  j  742.  I  have  been  told 
byone'of  rnyPredecelfors,  Mr  .Bacon,  in  the 
Company’s  Service,  that  he  has  travelled 
thro’  the  Woods  with  his  Boy,  Gun  and 
Dog  from  Panama  to  Porto-bello  in  lefs 
than  thirty  fix  Hours  •,  and  I  was  credibly 
informed,  that  the  King’s  Courier  has  don® 

it 
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it  in  twenty  four  Hours  ;  but  it  is  Death  by 
the  King’s  Edidt,  for  any  one  elfe  to  ven¬ 
ture  on  this  Road,  or  to  clear  any  Ground 
for  a  Road,  only  Leave  is  given  to  cut  down 
a  little  Brufh-wood  for  Firing  round  the 
Town  of  Porto-bello.  There’s  likewife  a 
Paffage  up  the  River  Chagre  within  ten 
Leagues  of  Porto-bello,  with  a  good  land¬ 
ing  Place  in  a  champaign  Country  within 
five  or  fix  Leagues  of  Panama.  There  are 
many  large  and  convenient  Rivers  in  Da¬ 
rien  navigable,  as  I  was  told,  within 
a  few  Leagues  of  the  South-Sea ,  a  molt 
convenient  and  advantageous  Situation 
for  Commerce.  This  Expedition  made 
a  very  great  Noife  in  Scotland ,  as  it  was 
a  national  Affair  feparate  from  Eng¬ 
land.  I  have  read  all  that  our  Hiflory 
fays  concerning  it,  by  different  Hands, 
and  had  a  particular  Account  of  it,  from 
an  intimate  Acquaintance  of  mine,  Don 
yuan  de  Herrera,  his  Catholick  Majeffy’s 
Chief  Ingineer,  at  Carthagena  in  America, 
who  was  the  very  Perfon  that  went  with 
the  King  of  Spain’s  Exprefs  Order  to  re¬ 
pel  Force  by  Force ;  which  original 
Inflruftions  from  the  Court  of  Madrid 

I  have 
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1  have  Seen,  but  they  were  gone  before  his 
Arrival  at  Darien :  And  I  verily  believe, 
that  the  King  of  Spain  would  have  rifked 
his  whole  W pi -Indies  ^  rather  than  acqui- 
efced  to  the  Settlement  of  this  Colony, 
which  muft  neceffarily  have  made  a  Rup¬ 
ture  betwixt  England  and  Spain ,  the  Con- 
fequences  of  which  might  have  put  all  Eu¬ 
rope  in  a  Flame,  therefore  neither  prudent 
nor  convenient  for  the  King  of  England 
at  that  critical  Time.  In  fhort,  by  all  that 
I  can  learn,  I  conceive  this  Expedition  to 
have  been  originally  an  immature  Con¬ 
ception  of  fny  Countrymen,  without  duly 
considering  the  Confequenc'es,  and  fo  proved 
an  abortive  Birth  •  and  the  Truth  of 
this  Conjecture  appeafs,  when  the  united 
Force  of  Great  Britain ,  at  War  with 
Spain ,  in  the  Years  173  9  and  1740,  took 
the  Harbour,  Caftles  and  Town  of  Porto- 
bello y  and  the  Harbour  of  Carihagena  with 
all  its  Strong  Caftles,  they  did  not  think  it 
right  Policy  to  maintain  and  fupport  them, 
Whichtheycould  very  eafily  have  done  with 
a  final!  Garrifon ;  but  they  only  demolish’d 
and  razed  them  to  the  very  Ground,  and  left 

C  the 
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the  Harbours  open  as  formerly,  without 
any  Shipping  ;  I  fuppofe  this  was  for  fear 
of  offending,  and  embroiling  ourfelves  in 
War  with  the  reft  of  the  Powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope  :  Whereas  it  is  certain,  had  they  gar- 
riloned  thefe  Caftles,  inftead  of  demolifti- 
ing  them,  with  800  or  1000  Men,  which 
they  then  could  have  eafily  fpared,  and 
kept  two  Line  of  Battle  Ships  always  in 
the  Harbour,  relieved  from  time  to  time, 
with  proper  Provifions,  Stores,  &c.  for 
the  Garrifon  from  Jamaica ,  which  would 
have  been  a  fufficient  Force  for  any  Attack 
the  Spaniards  could  poffibly  have  raifed 
againft  them  at  that  Time ;  by  thefe 
Means  they  might  have  had  an  entire  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Towns  of  Carthagena ,  and, 
Pcrto-Bello  being  in  their  Pofleffion,  con- 
fequently  of  all  the  Trade  of  thofe  inland 
Countries,  exclufive  of  all  other  Nations, 
during  the  War  ;  and,  on  a  Peace  with 
Spain,  might  have  received  a  valuable  Con- 
ftderation  for  delivering  them  up,  perhaps 
equivalent  to  the  Expences  of  the  whole 
War  in  the  Wefl-lndtes. 

My 
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M  v  Politics  in  thefe  Affairs  go  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  what  I  have  feen  and  heard 
from  the  Abtors  themfelves,  and  I  do  con- 
fels  their  Conduct  did  raife  very  if  range 
Notions  in  my  Mind,  Why  the  Scots 
jfhould  be  angry  with  the  Englijh  for 
obffrinfting  their  Settlement  of  Darien , 
when  they  fee  that  they  won’t  do  it 
themfelves ,  though  they  have  it  in 
their  Power  and  PolTeffion  by  right  of 
War  ?  But  the  Scots  took  Poffeffion  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Tenour  of  all  Treaties,  when 
we  had  a  profound  Peace  with  Spain.  Or 
what  the  real  and  fubffantial  Reaions  were 
that  they  did  not  embrace  that  Opportu¬ 
nity  ?  And  what  were  the  Reafons,  that 
England  paid  Scotland  an  Equivalent,  at 
the  Hap  py  Union  of  the  two  Nations^ 
for  the  Lofs  the  Scots  fuffained  by  the  Da¬ 
mn  Settlement,  when  they  will  not  fettle 
it  themfelves  ?  * 

% 

I  remember  when  the  Noile  of  this 
Caledonian  Settlement  was  fpread  all  over 
•Scotland,  I  was  a  mere  Child,  not  above  < 

3  See  Letter,  Number  I.  in  the  Appendix. 
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eight  Years  of  Age  ;  but,  from  my  very  In¬ 
fancy,  I  had  a  ftrange  Itch  and  Curiofity  for 
Rambling  and  feeing  the  World,  which 
continued  with  me  all  my  Life-time, 
Tho  at  thole  Years  of  Infancy  it  was  im— 
polhble  for  me  to  form  any  Notion  where 
I  fliould  go,  I  afked  my  Mother,  If 
jle  would  give  me  leave  to  go  to  Caledonia  ? 
The  good  old  Lady  anfwered  me  with 
tender  Love  and  Affection,  (being  a  very 
weakly  Child,  occafioned  by  the  Rickets ) 
Pray,  Child,  mind  your  Book. 

From  the  Grammar-School  of  Pafey  I 
went  to  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  where  I 
fhudied,or,  as  I  mayratherfay,  divertedmy- 
felf  for  five  Years.  The firft  Year  at  the 
College,  they  teach  the  Latin  Claffics, 
which  they  call  theHen  or  Humanity  Clafs. 
Our  Profejfor  (or  Regent,  as  he  is  called 
there)  underftood  his  Profeflion  exceed¬ 
ingly  well;  but  was  a  little  upon  the  vo¬ 
latile  Tafte,  and  wanted  to  infufe  lofty 
Notions  into  his  Difciples  of  the  Gran¬ 
deur  and  Magnificence  of  the  old  Romans . 
I  remember  he  told  us,  “  That  there  was 
w  more  Money  expended,  and  more  Men 

employed 
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“  employed  in  cleaning  a  common  Sewer 
“  in  Rome ,  than  all  the  Charges  and  Num- 
“  her  of  Men,  in  the  whole  confederate 
“  Army,  amounted  to  under  the  great 
cc  Duke  of  Marlborough But  I  don’t 
remember  to  have  read  any  fuch  Account 
in  Roman  Authors.  However,  it  took 
with  me,  for  I  liked  much  to  hear  Stories 
and  read  of  the  Exploits  of  the  Ancients  ; 
And  this  Year  I  paffed  with  Profit  and 
Pleafure. 

The  next  Year  they  teach  the  Greek 
Tongue,  or  the  Bajon  Clafs ;  in  which  I 
made  but  a  very  fmall  Proficiency  ;  for 
the  Study  of  a  dead  Language  was  too  dry 
for  me  at  that  Time  ;  fo  that  I  never 
knew  fo  much  of  the  Greek  Language  as 
to  be  Matter  of  any  Author;  yet  I  divided 
my  Time  this  Year  betwixt  the  Humanity 
and  Bajon  Gaffes, 

The  third  Year  they  teach  Logics , 
or  the  Semi -Clafs  :  But  I  never  had  any 
Tafte  for  this  Sort  of  Learning ;  and  in-r 
deed  I  very  foon  conceived  an  utter  Ab- 

C  3  horrence 


% 


1 z  Dr.  Houstoun’j  Memoirs 

borrence  to  the  Reafoning  by  way  of  Syf- 
logifm  ;  even  fo  far,  that,  when  we  were 
obliged  to  dilpute  one  with  another,  ao 
cording  to  the  Rules  laid  down  to  us  in 
this  Method,  and  it  came  to  my.  Turn, 
I  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  to  turn 
it  into  mere  Ridicule,  without  obferv? 
ing  any  Rule  at  all :  And  fometimes  our 
Profelibr,  who  was  always  the  Umpire 
of  the  Dilpute,  was  p'eafed  with  my 
out-of-the-way  Reafoning,  wdthout  ob- 
ferving  their  Method  of  Forms  and  Fi¬ 
gures  ;  yet,  methinks,  I  am  at  no  Lofs  now 
for  the  Want  of  this  Part  of  Learning  : 
All  my  Reafonipg  came  e  propria 
Tharctrd. 

T  h  e  fourth  Year  they  taught  Metaphy - 
jics ,  or  the  Batchelor  Clafs,  and  Ethics.  'Fo 
the  firft  I  had  an  equal  Averlion,  as  to 
Logics ;  but  the  lad:  I  was  a  little  better 
reconciled  to.  We  read  Puffendorf  de 
Officio  Hominis  &  Civis :  But  by  this  time 
J  had  pickt  up  three  or  four  of  the  cle- 
vcred:  young  Fellows,  as  I  thought,  of  the 
whole  College  for  my  intimate  Comrades, 
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and  we  were  early  initiated  to  all  tne  I  lea- 
fures  of  the  Beau  Monde,  Whoring,  Drink¬ 
ing,  Gaming,  and  gallanting  the  Ladies  ; 
and  at  thefe  Diverfions  I  was  as  forwaid, 
and  made  as  good  an  Appearance  as  any 
of  my  Comrades.  W e  were  looked  upon 
hy  the  grave,  hypocritical,  and  enthuflalfi- 
cal  People  of  Glafgow,  as  profligate,  wicked 
young  Fellows  j  whereas  the  more  pene¬ 
trating  and  knowing  Part  of  them,  but 
all  the  young  Ladies  particularly  had 
Goodnefs  enough  to  impute  our  Gallantry 
only  to  Sallies  and  Flights  of  Youth, 
which  riper  Age  with  Experience  might 

correct. 

At  the  fame  Time  I  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge,  we  went  fuch  Lengths,  that,  had 
they  corne  to  my  Parents  Ears,  who 
were  Arid  Prejbyteriam ,  very  rigid  in 
their  religious  Forms,  and  not  at  all  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Ways  of  the  World, 
I  fhould  have  forfeited  my  Mother  s  fa¬ 
vour,  and  been  dilgraced  and  banilhed 
their  Prefence  ;  but  I  had  fuch  a  Flow  ot 
Spirits  at  that  Age,  that  nothing  could 
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have  checked,  or  controuled  them,  but 
flopping  my  Vitals. 

I  always  lodged  in  the  College  with 
the  Library  Keeper ,  who  made  me  his 
Companion  in  all  refpedts.  He  was  a 
Man  of  Letters  and  good  Senfe ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  married  my  Sifter)  a  com- 
pleat  Judge  of  my  Capacity,  and  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  my  Humour,  and 
gave  me  his  Advice  by  way  of  Friend- 

N  * 

fhip,  and  not  that  of  Superiority,  or 
Command  ;  otherwife  I  fhould  have  de- 
fbifed  him,  and  his  Advice  too.  One 
Day  he  delivered  himfelf  thus  to  me  ; 
“  As  you  have  Time  enough  (faid  he) 
“  free  from  your  College  hours,  fuppofe 
“  you  and  I  took  a  Courfe  of  Mathema- 
u  tics  and  expcr  imer.tal  Philofc-pby  ?  You 
“  know  young  Wilfon ,  who  is  very  ca- 
“  pable  of  performing  that  Courfe;  we’ll 
“  make  him  come  to  our  Chambers  every 
“  Day,  at  the  Hour  you’ll  pleafe  to  ap- 
“  point  j  it  will  cofl  us  but  four  Gui- 
“  neas,  which  we’ll  find  Ways  and  Means 
11  tp  make  your  Father  pay  for  ;  and  we 

“  fhajl 
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f‘  lhall  have  the  free  Ufe  of  the  College 
“  Library ,  and  their  Mathematical  Infiru- 
“  merits”  The  Manner  of propofiag  it, 
by  putting  himfelf  upon  the  fame  Footing 
of  Learning  with  me,  took  extreamly 
well  I  greedily  went  into  the  kind 
Propofal  with  infinite  Pleafure,  and  (pent 
two  or  three  Hours  a-day,  four  Days  in 
a  Week,  in  thefe  Studies,  during  my  Stay 
in  the  College,  which  did  me  more  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Piofit  than  all  the  Learning  I 
had  in  the  College  befides  ;  and  I  had  fuch 
Satisfaction  in  thefe  Studies,  that  I  even 
would  have  left  my  Pleafures  in  the  Beau 
Monde ,  to  attend  them  at  the  accuftomed 
Hours,  when  I  feldom  or  never  attended 
the  College-hours,  except  to  anfwer  the 

Call  of  the  pubhek  Catalogue  of  the  whole 
College. 

Ttt  e  fifth  and  laft  Year  they  teach  Phy- 
fics  or  the  Magifiran  CJafs.  I  had  no  great 
Inducement  to  ftudy  here,  for  they  taught 
John  C lore's  Phyfics,  and  I  was  then  read¬ 
ing  Samuel  Clerc’s  Phyfics ,  a  much  better 
Syflem.  All  the  Students  in  this  Clafs 

are 
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are  obliged  to  make  a  publick  Oration  in 
the  common  Hall,  before  the  Profefl'ors 
and  the  whole  College,  every  one  in  his 
Turn  :  When  it  came  to  my  Turn,  I 
chofe  for  my  Subject, 

De  vet-hate  invefigandd  : 

\ 

Wherein  I  afferted,  “  That  no  rational 
“  Creature  could  believe  more  than  what 
li  wras  confident  with,  and  agreeable  to 
“  his  Reafon:  And  that  it  was  abfolutely 
“  impoflible  for  any  rational  Creature  to 
<{  believe  what  is  contradictory  to  txiat 
<£  Reafon  the  Author  of  Nature  has  given 
him.”  Truth  may  be  concealed  foi 
want  of  Capacity  to  difcover  it,  but  of 
itfelf  it  is  unalterably  the  fame  ;  as  for  Ex¬ 
ample,  I  am  told,  That  the  Square  of  the 
Hypotbenufe  of  a  re£t angular  Triangle  is 
equal  to  the  Squares  of  the  other  two  Sides : 
This  is  Truth,  but  I  want  Capacity  to 
difcover  it  j  I  confult  Euclid ,  who,  by  lay¬ 
ing  down  plain  Axioms,  obvious  to  my 
Senfes,  and  agreeable  to  my  Reafon,  and, 
going  on  from  one  natural  Conlequence 
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to  another,  equal  to  my  Capacity  and 
agreeable  to  my  Reafon,  demonftrates 
and  convinces  me,  that  this  is  Truth  •,  it 
is  fo,  muft  be  fo,  and  cannot  poflibly  be 
otherwife ;  but  if  this  Mr.  Euclid  had  be¬ 
gan  with  his  Axioms,  'Two  and  three  are 
equal  to  Six;  one  is  three ,  and  three  are 
one ,  &c.  I  fhould  have  ftopt  here,  and 
faid,  This  is  contradictory  to  the  Reafon  the 
Author  of  Nature  has  given  me ;  for  my 
Reafon  dilates  to  me,  That  two  and  three 
are  equal  to  five ;  and  one  is  only  one  j 
and  three  are  trifle  the  Number. 

I  likewise  aflerted  in  that  Oration, 
“  That  what  was  more  or  lefs  beneficial 
tc  to  Society,  was  more  or  lefs  virtuous  •, 
“  and  vice  versa ,  what  was  more  or  lefs 
cc  detrimental  to  Society,  was  more  or  lefs 
“  vicious  ;  and  that  This  was  the  only 
“  Virtue  (Good)  and  Vice  (Bad)  in  the 
“  World.”  I  endeavoured,  under  this 
Cloak,  to  conceal  and  excufe  my  own 
Vices,  as  much  as  I  could  not  being  detri¬ 
mental  to  Society. 

Th  ese’ 
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T  h  e  s  e  muft  be  innate  Ideas,  or  the 
Dictates  of  mv  own  Reafon  ;  for  I  do  now 
folemnly  declare,  at  that  Time  they  were 
not  borrowed  either  from  Men  or  Books. 
However  our  Gymnafiarcha  ( Principal ,  as 
they  called  him)  ordered  me  to  come 
down  from  the  Roftrum  and  very  an¬ 
grily  took  my  Oration  from  me,  of 
which  I  have  no  Copy  to  infert  here,  and 
confined  me  to  my  Chambers.  Next  Day 
there  was  a  Meeting,  (a  Faculty ,  as  they 
called  it)  in  order  to  confult,  Whether  or  not 
I  fhould  be  extruded  the  College  ?  as  my 
Oration  ilruck  at  the  holy  Myjleries  of  our 
Religion,  and  was  jor  the  Encouragement 

r  t?  * 

oj  V  icc. 

My  ProfeJJor  fent  for  me  that  Evening, 
and  told  me  my  Lord  Pollock,  Rector  Mag - 
nificus ,  of  the  Univerfitv,  and  one  of  the  Se¬ 
nators  of  the  College  of  Juftice,  faid,  “  He 
<c  knew  my  Parents  ;  that  they  bred  up 
“  all  their  Children  in  right  Principles, 
“  and  in  the  Fear  of  the  Lord ;  fo  he 
“  could  not  think  that  I  meant  any  Thing 
againftour  Holy  Religion:”  And  my  Pro- 

felTor 
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felTor  was  plealed  to  fay,  “  That  the  In- 
u  genuity  of  the  Oration  made  fome  Apo- 
u  logy  for  fome  odd  and  out-of-the-way 
“  Expreffions  and  Notions.”  So  thro’ 
their  Merit  I  was  faved.  But  our  Prin¬ 
cipal  infilled,  that  I  Ihould  make  another 
Oration,  by  way  of  Recantation.  This 
made  a  great  Noife  in  the  Univerfity,  and 
was  the  fubjedt  Matter  of  Convention 
among!!:  every  Body  that  had  the  lead: 
Smattering  of  Learning,  which  gave  me 
an  Opportunity  of  improving  my  Thoughts, 
and  digefting  them  into  a  new  Mode!, 
in  which  I  divided  all  Mankind  into  two 
Clajfes.  The  JirJi  and  Ivwefl,  but  by  far 
the  greateli  and  moll  ufeful  Part,  are  go¬ 
verned  by  the  firft  and  llrongell  Law  of 
Nature,  Self-love  and  Prefervation.  They 
anfwer  this  End  entirely,  by  the  Force  of 
Labour  and  Indullry,  fo  as  to  provide  fuf- 
ficiently  for  the  Prelervation  of  themfelves 
and  Progeny  ;  and  thofe  Creatures,  we 
call  irrational,  adt  on  the  very  fame  Dic¬ 
tates  of  Nature,  to  provide  for  the  Pre¬ 
fervation  of  themfelves  and  young 
ones. 

T  HE 
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T  H  E  fiecond  and  highe/l  are  Ambitious  to 
excel  the  reft  of  their  Fellow-creatures  * 
and  in  this  Clafs  enter  the  three  grand 
Profetfions  Divinity ,  Law,  and  Phyfick, 
which  they  acquire,  by  improving  their 
Genius  thro’  Education,  fo  as  to  arrive  by 
a  fuperior  Judgment  and  Knowledge,  to  be 
able  to  difeover  and  diftinguifh  S truth 
from  Fal/hood.  This  is  the  Origin  of 
the  Superiority  of  one  over  another,  and 
the  Cardinal  Point  on  which  all  Politicks 
both  in  Church  and  State  move,  in  order 
to  keep  the  World  in  Ignorance  and  Awe  % 
fo  that  the  lafl  may  only  prey  on  the  firji , 
and  fo  I  went  on, 

T 'o  inve (ligate  T 'ruth  •  and  > 

Detedi  vulgar  Errors. 

1  n  fhort  I  was  to  new  model  a  World, 
that  1  then  could  not  poffibly  know  any 
Thing  at  all  of,  and  form  a  Religion 
perfedtly  new  for  myfelf,  which  I  may 
call  Natural  Religion ;  for  I  am  fure  if, 
could  not  be  Artificial,  becaufe  I  knew 
of  none,  but  what  I  read  o£  amongft  the 

ant  lent 
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ml  lent  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  what  I 
heard  at  Glafgow.  I  mu  ft  own  I  liked 
neither,  which  put  me  upon  this  new 
Invention  owing  to  the  Fertility  of  my  own 
Brain  ;  and,  lucky  it  was  for  me  that  my 
Recantation  never  was  heard,  or  elfe,  I 
dare  lay,  it  would  have  fared  worfe  for 
me  with  our  Principal  than  at  firft  j  and 
if  my  Parents  ever  heard  any  Thing  of 
thefe  Embroils,  they  were  fo  difcrete  as 
never  to  mention  them. — I  concluded 
with  this  infallible  Maxim, 

Magna  efl  Veritas  et  prcevalebit . 

And  then  added, 

Sed  qui  rmlt  decipi ,  decipiatur. 

During  the  whole  Courfe  of  my 
Life  -time,  I  have  always  had  a  great  A- 
verlion  and  Abhorrence  to  all  Mysteries 
in  any  Profeffion  whatever,  as  a  mere  Im- 
polition  on  Mankind  :  And  I  have  always 
oppoled,  and  endeavoured  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  Power,  as  far  as  was  confident 

with. 
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with  my  own  Safety,  to  expunge  theni 
from  the  Profeffions,  and  to  efhiblifh 
Truth  in  their  Room;  as  the  only  cer¬ 
tain  Rule  for  rational  Creatures  to  govern 
themfelves  by. 

I  remember  one  Father  Bur ke ,  an 
Irijh  Roman  Catholick  Brief,  who  was 
Chaplain  to  Don  Francifco  Cornejo ,  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Galleons  in  the  Spanif  IVefl- 
Indies,  in  the  Years  1726,  1727,  &c. 

whom  we  made  our  Bottle-companion 
in  the  Factories  of  Carthagena  and  Portc- 
bello ,  as  being  a  Sort  of  Country  Man, 
(born  a  Subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain)  but  very  Beaguijh, one  Day,  difcourf- 
ing  about  the  Reformation  in  England,  it 
was  afferted,  that  even  the  Clergy  were 
very  inftrumental  in  bringing  about  the 
Reformation,  and  that  the  Protefant  Bi- 
fhops  had  made  very  bold  Stands  for  the 
Support  of  it :  Oh  !  my  Faith  then  !  (faid 
Father  Burke )  I  am  greatly  furprifed, 
that  the  Clergy  Jhould  be  jor  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  j  for  I  am  fure,  where  they  make  2 

Penny  of  Jefus,  frnce  the  Reformation,, 

J  '  they 
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they  made  a  Pound  of  Him  before  the  Re¬ 
formation. 

The  Holy  Father  fpokc  great  Truth ! 

Pope  Leo  X.  fays, 

Quant  as  nobis  Divitias  comparavit  iftd 
dc  Chrijio  Fabula  t 

The  Emperor  Frederick  II.  frequently 

laid, 

Tres  fuiQe  Infignes  Impofloresx  qui  genus 
Humanum  fcduxerunt. 

.  « 

I  have  read  Ochinus' s  Hiftory  of  the 
Three  Impofors  ;  and  do  not  like  it  at  all  3 
but  the  great  Mifchiefs  and  direful  Cala¬ 
mities  by  dreadful  and  horrid  P  erf  editions , 
arifing  from  Multiplicity  of  different  Q- 
pinions,  and  the  Difputes  about  them, 
have  coft  the  World  more  Blood  and 
Treafure,  than  all  the  whole  Vilianies  in 
the  World  accumulated,  which  has  obliged 
■  me  to  chufe, 

A  Creed  of  my  uwn, 

P 
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And,  ever  fince  I  have  been  capable 
of  knowing  and  diftinguifhing  what  Go¬ 
vernment  was,  I  have  been  fixt  in  rny  O- 
pinion,  that  mixt  Government ,  as  now 
eftablifhed  by  the  Bntijh  Conftitution, 
is  the  bed, 

I  have  read  all  the  Models  and  F  rames- 
of  Government  by  the  Ancients ,  Chinefe. , 
Grecian ,  and  Roman,  and  I  have  lived 
under,  and  felt  the  Eftecfs  of  all  the  pi  in- 
cipal  different  Kinds  of  our  modern  Go¬ 
vernments  ;  abfolute  Monarchy ,  nuxt  Go¬ 
vernment ,  and  Common-wealth ,  and  the 
longer  I  have  lived,  by  Experience  I  have 
learnt,  and  impartially  fay,  in  my  Hum¬ 
ble  Opinion,  “  That  Government  which 
<c  gives  the  largejl  Scope ,  for  their  King 
11  to  be  the  bejl  and  grcatejl  of  jxings^  at 
tc  the  fame  Time  limits  and  ledrains 
cc  him  from  being  the  worjl ,  and  pie- 
“  ferves  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the 
«  SubjeB ,  is  the  bed  of  all  Governments . 
Such  is  the  Jure  Divino  King  of  Great 

Britain ,  by  hereditary  Kight,  and  no 

farther ; 
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farther  3  for  the  Oaths  of  Coronation ,  Su¬ 
premacy  and  Allegiance ,  as  altered,  regu¬ 
lated  and  fixed  by  Adt  of  Parliament,  in 
the  firft  Seflion  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary ,  are  a  reciprocal  Contract,  * 
and  mutual  Covenant,  between  the  King 
and  his  Subjects  3  the  Counterpart  of  this 
Covenant  being  broke  on  either  Side,  the 
Contract  is  void  of  courfe  3  for,  by  this 
Breach  the  King  on  one  Side  may  miking 
himfelf,  and  the  Subjects  on  t'other  Side 
may  out-law  themfelves.  The  Bulwark 
of  the  BritijJd  Privileges ,  and  Magna 
Charta  is  the  Bafis  of  all :  Such  is  the 
mixed  and  limited  Government  of  Great- 
Britain ,  the  beft  in  the  whole  World, 
with  this  Amendment,  Phat  the  Honfe  of 
Lords  jhould  be  limited ,  and  fixed  to  a  certain 
Number  3  and  in  the  Election  of  Mem¬ 
bers  to  reprefent  the  Commons,  Votes 
ought  only  to  go  in  Proportion  to  Property , 
and  no  farther  3  the  Quinteflence  of 
Monarchy ,  Arijlocracy  and  Democracy . 
Three  in  one.  And,  during  the 
whole  Courfe  of  my  Life-time,  I  have  al¬ 
ii)  2  ways 
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ways  mortally  abhorred  and  hated  all 
Pries  t-c  raft,  Kin  g-c  raft. 
State-craft,  and  all  Craft, 
but  Hand  y-c  raft:  For, 

Priejls  of  all  Religions  are  the  fame  !  And 

m 

So  are  Statejmen  ! 

Only  differing  in  Proportion  to  the 
Power  and  Authority  they  are  inverted 
with :  Witnert'ed  by  the  Teftimonies  of 
Cardinal  de,  Rbetz  and  Father  Paul,  and 
ftrongiv  exemplified  by  the  Practice  of 
our  Courtiers  and  Patriots,  Whigs,  and 
'Tories,  vvhilrt  in,  and  out  of  P lace  ; 

Wo  general  Rule  without  an  Exception. 

I  n  the  Intervals,  during  the  A  acancies 
of  the  College,  I  went  to  my  Father  s 
Ploufe  in  the  Country,  where  I  met  a 
young  Lady,  with  my  Sifters,  a  Coufin 
of  ours,  politely  bred  up  in  the  Female 
Beau  Monde,  well  vers’d  in  Romanes  and 
Plays,  and  well  acquainted  with  modern  In¬ 
trigues  :  Her  Convention  foon  infpired 
,ne,  adorn’d  with  lofty  and  refined  Notions 
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of  Love  and  Gallantry .  This  Lady  fair 
entertained  and  encouraged  me,  I  fancy, 
more  for  her  Amufement,  than  any  other 
Defign  ;  for  fhe  had  by  much  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  me,  who  was  a  mere  Novice  in 
Amours :  However  that  might  be,  we 
continued  our  Amour  for  fome  Years ;  and 
when  abfent  by  epiilolary  Correfpondence; 
and  flie  wrote  me  Letters,  that  Cleopatra 
herfelf  needed  not  to  have  been  afhamed  of; 
which  put  me  upon  my  Metal  to  anfwer 
them,  and  made  me  dip  a  little  into  a 
Field,  that  otherwife  would  have  lain  quite 
uncultivated  •  by  which  I  received  both 
Profit  and  Pleafure, 

D  using  this  Amour ,  I  fell  deeply  in 
Love  with  another  young  Lady  of  Glaf- 

go%s  who  was  exceeding  beautiful  in  her 
Perfon  ;  but  filly  in  Converfation.  Here 
all  my  intimate  Comrades  were  engaged  ; 
yet  fire  ufed  to  diftinguifh  me,  with  her 
mannerly  Favours,  from  amongft  all  the 
red:,  which  raifed  my  Vanity  to  fuch  a 
Height,  and  encreafed  my  Love  to  fuch 

D  3  a  De- 
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a  Degree,  that  nothing  but  Time  could 
poffibly  iub  out  the  Impreflion. 

The  ereat  Mils  Griz.  Bl—r  was  a 

o 

•young  Lady  of  incomparable  good  Senle, 
Wit  and  Humour  j  and  very  learned  in 
her  own  "Way,  Romances,  Plays,  Poetry, 
the  Clafllcs  in  Englijh ;  but  of  no  great 
Beauty. 

The  other  Mil's  Is.  D—gl-fs  was  a 
young  Lady  of  extraordinaiv  Beauty,  es¬ 
pecially  in  my  Eyes,  but  of  no  great  Un- 
derftanding ;  yet  all  die  faid  and  did 
feemed  witty  and  pleafant  to  me ;  the  di* 
ttinguilhing  freedoms  die  ufed  with  me 
in  publick  Company,  greatly  fed  and  fup- 
ported  my  Conceit ;  which  went  greater 
Lengths  in  private,  even  as  far  as  Virtue 
allowed  :  So  that  nothing  but  the  great 
Regard  and  Adoration  I  had  for  her, 
could  have  prevented  our  Ruin  in  Matri¬ 
mony,  or  fomething  worfe,  more  fcolidi, 
and  childifh,  if  poffible  ;  but  if  I  had  been 

Matter  of  20,000  1.  die  diould  have  been 

Mid  refs 
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Miftrefs  of  all,  at  any  Stage  of  my  Life¬ 
time  :  A  fare  Sign  of  Lruc -blind  Love. 

She  had  no  Faults,  or  I  no  Faults  could  J'pyy 
She  was  all  Beauty ,  or  all  Blindnefs  I. 

Spectators. 

He  nce  I  obferved  that  Beauty  was  more 
imaginary  than  real,  as  it  depends  more 
on  the  Shadow  than  the  Subftance. 

A  quick  Conception  and  eafy  Delivery  makes 

Wit  : 

A  clear  Underftanding  and  found  Judgment 
makes  Wisdom. 

Much  about  this  Time  the  happy  Union 
of  the  two  Nations,  was  concluded  and 
ratified  ;  the  immortal  Glory  of  Queen 
Anne’s  Reign  ;  the  principal  Managers  of 
which  great  Tran  fusion  ought  to  have 
had  theirNames  handed  down  to  Poflerity 
in  indelible  Characters  of  Gold. 

At  that  Time  I  could  be  no  competent 
Judge  of  this  Adair ;  but  I  heard  much  . 
Talk  of  the  Antiquity  and  Independency 
of  the  Crown  of  Scotland ,  and  it  was  fo- 

D  4  me  ited 
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mented  by  the  frenchified  "Jacobite  Party, 
to  ferve  as  a  Bug-bear  for  the  Populace, 

I  remember  to  have  feen  feveral  Mobs 
going  about,  and  calling  out  No  Union  / 
No  incorporated  Union  !  No  Slaves  to  Eng¬ 
land  !  And  thefe  Mottos  they  wore  as 
Cockades  in  their  Hats,  Bonnets,  and 
pinned  to  their  Breads.  I  have  read  the 
Speeches  made  by  the  Opponents  to  the 
Union  in  Parliament,  and  methinks  all 
flow  from  the  fame  Source,  a  glaring  Show 
with  French  ‘Tinfel, 

I  have  had  long  Experience  of  the 
Fnglijh  Settlements  and  Colonies  in  Africa 
and  America,  and  the  Trade  thereof ;  and 
1  dare  venture  to  fay,  at  a  modefl:  Com- 
putation,  that  the  Advantages  accruing  to 
Scotland  from  the  Liberty  and  Freedom  of 
Trade,  fince  the  Union ,  to  the  forefaid 
Settlements  and  Colonies,  if  they  had  been 
rightly  managed  and  induflrioufly  im¬ 
proved,  might  have  amounted  to  a  greater 
Sum  than  the  Value  of  the  whole  Property 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland .• 
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I  have  heard  George  Bailie ,  of  Jer- 
wifwood,  Efq;  when  he  was  one  of  the 
Lords  Comrniffioners  of  the  Treafury  of 
Great  Britain ,  who  was  a  Gentleman  very 
exaft  in  all  his  Accompts  and  Calculations, 
fay,  “  That  the  Port  of  Glafgow  was  then 
“  the  third  Sea-port  Town  of  Great  Bri- 
“  tain ,  for  the  Crown  Revenues  arifing 
“  from  Trade.” 

It  is  true,  that  you  may  hear  a  general 
Complaint,  even  amongft  the  knowing  and 
trading  Part  of  Scotland ;  which  I  rather 
take  to  be  a  Cant  Word  crept  in  amongft 
them,  that  they  have  not  Stock  to  carry 
on  Trade  5  which  entirely  proceeds  from 
their  own  Fault ;  for,  as  foon  as  they  can 
fcrape  up  together  a  little  Money ,  by  Care 
and  Induftry,  they  knock  off  Trade  and 
turn  Lairds ,  at  the  only  Time  they  are 
able  and  fit  for  carrying  on  Trade  to  Ad¬ 
vantage,  fo  as  to  deferve  the  honourable 
Name  of  a  Merchant.  A.  bad  Cuftcm  ! 
which  is  a  great  Draw-back  on  a  trading 
Country  ;  for,  by  laying  out  their  Money 
pn  a  landed  Interefl}  they  really  want  Mo 

ney 
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ney  to  employ  in  Proportion  to  the  E rade 
they  might  carry  on  with  all  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  his  Majefly’s  Subjects  of  South 
Britain,  and  even  with  fome  additional 
Immunities  and  Liberties . 

An 0  the  Advantages  accruing  to  En¬ 
gland  are  reciprocal,  from  the  additional 
Number  of  Hands  by  the  Union ;  for  it 
is  a  known  and  true  Maxim,  Eh  at  the 
Riches  of  all  trading  Countries  depend  en¬ 
tirely  07i  the  Number  of  their  Hands  ;  and 
it  is  more  particularly  fo,  when  thofe  ve- 
'  ry  Hands,  that  are  now  for  them,  were 
the  fame  Hands,  as  Hiflory  tells  us,  that 
were  always  made  ufe  of  againft  them, 
by  the  French ,  to  moleft  and  hurt  the 
Englijh ,  now  their  own  Vitals ;  and  to 
fupport  the  natural  and  inveterate  Ene¬ 
mies  of  both  Nations  :  For  the  Difunion 
of  thefc  two  Nations,  whom  Nature  feems 
to  have  united,  methinks,  is  like  an  ani¬ 
mal  Body  with  one  of  its  principal  Mem¬ 
bers  difeafed,  which  if  not  timely  cured, 
muff  infallibly  turn  into  a  Gangrene , 
wherein  there  is  no  Remedy  but  Ampu¬ 
tation  ; 
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;  and,  in  fuch  a  defperate  Opera¬ 
tion,  the  whole  Body  mull:  be  in  eminent 
Danger  of  perifhing  :  So  every  true  Bri¬ 
ton  has  Reafon  to  thank  God,  tnat  the 
Body  has  now  got  a  Bxong  and  vigorous 
Conftitution,  and  found  in  all  its  Mem¬ 
bers  and  I  wilh  from  the  Bottom  of  my 
Soul,  that  it  may  long  continue  fo,  under 
the  Care  offkiiful  Phyficians  ;  for  no-body 
can  be  a  competent  Judge  of  the  Happi- 
nefs  enjoyed  under  a  Britijh  Conftitution , 
but  he  who  has  feen  and  felt  the  Mil'ery 
under  other  Governments. 

For  my  own  part,  I  heartily  thank 
God  I  was  a  jrec-born  Subject  of  the  Bland 
of  Great  Britain ,  the  two  Nations  now 
united  in  one  Monarchy,  limited  by  our 
conftitutional  Laws,  under  one  Parliament , 
with  a  mutual  Communication  of  Trade 
and  Privileges:  The  Diftindtionand  Names 
of  Eng  lifts  and  Scots  quite  obliterated,  the 
whole  Bland  called  Great  Britain ,  and 
all  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  by  one  com¬ 
mon  Name,  re-alTuming  the  Name  of  the 
antient  primitive  Natives,  Britons  ; 
,  which 
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which  the  Weljh  are  moft  properly  entitled 
to,  as  lineal  Defcendants  from  them  :  All, 
I  hope,  incorporated  as  well  in  Mind  as 
Conftitution,  forever  and  ever:  For  thofe 
who  want  to  raife  and  foment  Differences 
and  Animofities  between  his  Majcfty’s 
Subjects  of  South  and  North  Britain  muff 
be  Enemies  to  the  whole,  and  Bane  of  all 
Society :  So  let  Hearts  and  Elands  unite 
amongft  all  Ranks  of  People  of  Great 
Britain ,  and  take  the  Dutch  Motto  for 
it. 

t 

Vis  unitafortior  ;  ct  Concordia  resparvee 


And  let  every  Briton  fay.  Amen!  And 
a  F  *  *  *  for  all  our  Enemies ! 

Now  I  was  arrived  at  an  Age  to 
look  out  for  fome  Bufinefs  to  get 
Bread  in  the  World ;  my  Parents  having 
left  me  to  my  own  Choice,  I  kept  my 
Eye  on  the  three  grand  Profeftions  Divi¬ 
nity,  Lawt  and  Phyjiclt.  The  jirjl  I 
could  not  have  the  lead:  thought  of;  for, 
by  the  Conftitution  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
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land,  there’s  not  one  Benefice  in  the  Church 
worth  Ambition ’s  pufhing  for ;  fo  I  chofe 
Phyfick. 

T  h  a  t  I  might  have  a  farther  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  improving  myfelf  in  my  Educa¬ 
tion,  I  went  to  Edinburgh  to  learn  Sur¬ 
gery  and  Pharmacy ,  and  entered  Student 
with  the  moft  famous  Man  of  that  Place, 
one  Mr.  Montieth ,  Surgeon  and  Apothe¬ 
cary,  who  prepared  all  his  Chemical  Me¬ 
dicines  in  his  own  Laboratory ;  and  the 
Care  of  this  Laboratory  fell  to  my  Share 
as  a  Student,  and  his  Apprentices  took 
Care  of  the  Apothecary' s  Shop. 

I  applied  pretty  clofe  at  fir  ft,  for 
it  fuited  my  Tafte  ;  I  took  alfo  a  Col¬ 
lege  of  Anatomy ,  and  continued  my 
Courfes  of  Mathematicks  and  natural  Phi- 
lofophy  under  the  beft  Mailers :  But,  as 
this  is  the  Place  where  the  fupreme 
Courts  of  Judicature  are  kept,  the  beft; 
Company  of  this  Country  (and  perhaps 
of  Europe)  refort  thither,  I  foon  got  a 
general  Acquaintance  with  the  gay-  young 

Fellows 
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Fellows  of  the  Town,  and  my  beloved 
Glafgow  Charmer  came  to  Town  ;  fo  I 
fell  greatly  off  from  my  firft  Application, 
and  fpent  much  more  of  my  Time  on 
my  Pleafures,  than  on  Bufinefs,  and  my 
expenfive  W ay  of  Life,  my  Circumftances 
not  being  the  befl,  reduced  me  to  great 
Straits,  which  put  me  upon  a  thoufand 
Stratagems  (perhaps  fome  of  them  not  fo 
allowable  as  flrift  Honour  required)  to 
raife  Money  to  fupport  me ;  for  I  was 
then  in  fuch  a  full  Carier,  that  I  could 
undergo  any  Difficulty  to  feed  my  Incli¬ 
nations. 

At  this  Time  my  Father  died,  and  my 
Mother’s  jointure  fell  into  her  own  Hands, 
which  I  luppofe  was  about  three  thou- 
fand  Marks  Scotch  yearly  5  but  the  good 
old  Lady  muft  have  confined  herfelf  to  a 
very  little,  for  I  fpent  her  one  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year  during  her 
Life. 

France ,  very  much  irritated,  that  their 
old  Friends,  (I  may  fay  ‘Took)  the  Scots, 

had 
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had  ftriftly  united  themfelves  with  Eng¬ 
land,  and,  that  they  might  make  a  Di¬ 
ver  fion  of  the  Britifh  Forces,  then  in 
Flanders ,  from  the  Confederate  Army, 
they  made  an  Embarkation  this  Year,  at 
Dunkirk ,  of  fome  Tranlports  under  the 
Convoy  of  a  fmall  Squadron  of  Men  of 
War,  with  the  abdicated  King  James's, 
Son  on  board,  to  invade  Scotland  with  his 
Pretentions  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain , 
and  they  actually  arrived  and  anchored  in 
the  Firth  of  Leith  ;  but,  Sir  George  Byng 
at  the  fame  Time  arriving  with  a  confide- 
rable  Fleet  from  England ,  they  thought 
fit  to  make  their  Efcape  inftantly,  with¬ 
out  doing  any  other  Damage,  that  I  re¬ 
member,  than  frightning  the  old  Wo¬ 
man,  and  Children,  and  throwing  the 
City  of  Edinburgh  all  under  Arms,  in  the 
greatefi:  Flurry  and  Confufion,  for  fome 
Days. 

I  have  fince  been  told  by  Captain  Ro« 
bert  Maynard ,  a  Gentleman  of  undoubted 
Veracity,  that  he  was  one  of  Admiral 
Byng’ s  Lieutenants  in  that  Expedition, 

r-  r\ 
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and  that  they  arrived  within  a  few  Leagues 
of  the  Firth  long  before  Dark,  came  to 
Anchor,  and  fo  continued  till  Morn- 
inp-  ;  when  he,  being  Lieutenant  of  the 
Morning- watch,  at  Day-dawn  efpy’d  in 
Shore  eight  Sail,  &c.  On  which,  being 
prettv  certain  it  was  the  Ft  e tic  to  Squadron, 
and  very  defirous  to  carry  the  firft  News  to 
the  Admiral,  who  was  then  a-ileep,  he 
made  his  Servant  wake  him  ;  then  told 
him,  that  he  was  fure  he  had  efpied  the 
French  Squadron  in  Shore ;  “  And  in  my 
«  humble  Opinion,  by  cutting  our  Ca- 
«  hies,  faid  he,  we  are  fure  of  them;  but 
<<  if  we  tarry  to  weigh  Anchor^  they  mull 
<t  efcape.”  The  Admiral  in  an  angry  Tone 
anfwered ,  ‘c  Goon  Deck,  Sir,  and  mind 
“  your  Watch;  that’s  your  Bufinefs.”  The 
Admiral  (laid  half  an  Hour  and  upwards, 
before  he  came  upon  Deck,  and  then  or¬ 
dered  the  Signal  to  be  made  for  weighing 
Anchor ;  but,  before  they  got  under  Sail, 
the  French  Squadron  was  gone  fure 
enough ;  except  one  draggling  Ship,  that 
accidentally  fell  in  with  our  Fleet,  having 

my  Lord  Middleton's  two  Sons  an  board. 
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Maynard’s  telling  this  Story  pre* 
Vented  his  being  made  Captain  during  my 
Lord  Arrington's  Life;  and  that  this 
Efcape  was  permitted  with  Dehgn  I  have 
not  the  lead:  doubt  of,  and  that  the  Admi¬ 
ral  was  inftrudted  accordingly :  But  the 
Reafons  of  State  for  it  greatly  furpafs  my 
Underflanding,  I  can  only  fay,  the  great 
Lord  Godolphin. ,  who  was  as  good  as  he  was 
great,  then  fleered  the  Helm  of  Great 
Britain ,  and  doubtlefs  could  fufficientlv 
anfwer  for  all  his  Aftions.  7 

After  their  Departure,  there  were  a 
great  many  Lords  and  Commoners  of 
Scotland  taken  up  on  Sufpicion,  but  all 
ended  in  nothing  but  Quietnefs }  and  I 
mufl  fay,  that,  by  all  that  ever  I  could 
learn  from  Hiflory,  or  by  the  frequent 
Opportunities  I  had  afterwards  of  con- 
verfing  freely  with  the  Jacobite  Party  in 
France ,  I  do  verily  believe,  that  France  (but 
don’t  prefume  to  enforce  it  on  others  for 
Truth)  never  had  any  real  Friendfhip  for 
or  Defign  of  ferving  the  late  King  James, 
or  any  of  his  Poflerity,  farther  than  to 

^  make 
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make  Tools  of  them,  fubfervient  to  their 
o’Wn  perfidious  Views. 

I  have  heard  fome  Politicians,  even  of 
the  firft  Rank,  fay,  “  That  it  was  no 
“  Difadvantage  to  the  Nation  in  general 
“  to  have  a  Pretender ,  as  it  muft  always 
“  keep  the  King  to  his  good  Behaviour  j 
«  and  that  fuch  immenfe  Treafure,  in  the 
tc  publick  Funds,  is  a  fufficient  Pledge 
<<  for  the  Subjects  Allegiance."  This  muft 
be  on  Suppofttion,  that  the  Remedy  don’t 
pj*oyc  worfe  than  the  Difeafe  j  tho  I  did 
never  believe,  notwithftanding  there’s  a 
large  Premium  on  the  Pretender's  Head, 
that  any  Man  of  common  Under  (land¬ 
ing  was  ever  defirous  of  carrying  off  that 

Prize. 

« 

'  After  flaying twoYears  in  Edinburgh, 
I  went  to  Holland-,  where  I  ftudied  three 
Years  under  the  famous  Profeffor  Boer- 
hoove,  at  Leyden  ;  there  I  had  no  Diver- 
lion  from  my  Studies,  having  four  Col¬ 
leges  to  attend  every  Day  under  my  Pro - 
fejTor  ;  one  for  the  Theory ,  another  for  the 
P  raid  ice  of  Phyfick ,  one  for  the  Cbcmijlry , 
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and  one  for  Botany :  This  lafl  I  made  lit¬ 
tle  or  »o  Proficiency  in,  as  I  never  had 
any  Talle  that  way,  and  only  knew  the 
Difpenfary  Herbs,  that  were  daily  in 
our  Plands.  I  had  a  College  for  Anatomy 
under  Joannes  Jacobus  Rau,  who  was 
recommended  to  us  Students  by  Dr.  Boer - 
haave ,  as  a  very  expert  Anatom  ff,  onealfo 
for  Hiftory,  under  perhaps  the  bellHido- 
rian  then  in  Europe ,  Perizonius.  Now 
I  applied  clofe  to  my  Studies,  for  I  took 
Pleafure  in  them  ;  and  only  fometimes  in 
Vacancy  Time  took  a  Trip  to  the  Hague 
JJtrecht ,  and  Amflerdam ,  where  we  let 
the  Reins  loofe  a  little  ;  but  that  was  foon 
over.  One  Particular  however,  I  cannot 
forget ;  my  Lord  Strafford ,  who  was  then 
Queen  Anne’s  Ambaftador  extraordinary 
in  Holland ,  lent  his  Mailer  of  the  Horfe 
to  Leyden ,  to  invite  all  the  Britijh  and 
Ir iff  Gentlemen  there,  to  dine  with  him 
at  the  Hague ;  and,  the  Day  being  come, 
almoll  all  went,  which,  I  mull  own,  was 
a  very  odd  fort  of  a  Medley.  The  Morn- 
ing  of  the  Day  appointed  accidentally 
met,  at  Rczel/i’ $  Coffee- Houfe  at  the 
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Hague,  my  Lord  S  *  *  *  *  Meff.  Webb, 
Mortain ,  Harvey,  Haldane ,  2£c.  and  my- 
felf,  who  were  all  in  the  fame  Way  of 
thinking  as  to  Politicks,  when  we  began  to 
reflect,  that  this  Invitation  happened  to 
be  on  the  ioth  of  June  :  However,  we 
all  went  to  Dinner,  and  placed  ourfelves 
in  a  Body  together  at  Table,  where  we 
had  a  moft  elegant  Entertainment  to  a 
crowded  Company.  My  Lord  Strafford 
was  at  Utrecht ,  therefore  my  Lady  enter¬ 
tained  us,  making  a  proper  Apology  for 
her  Spoufe’s  Abfence.  After  Dinner, 
every  one  having  a  full  Bottle  and  Glafs 
before  him,  my  Lady  rofe  up  from  her 
Chair,  filled,  and  ordered  a  Bumper 
round,  and  drank  the  King’s  Health,  which 
was  greedily  fwallowed  by  many ;  but 
my  Lord  S  *  *  *  *  was  pleafed  to  take 
notice  to  her  Ladyfhip,  “  That  he  knew 
«  no  King  of  Britain  at  prefent,  and 
**  there  was  none  of ‘Holland  j”  and  im¬ 
mediately  turned  about  to  his  Company 
below  him,  drank  his  Glafs,  made  a  Bow, 
went  off,  and  was  followed  by  four¬ 
teen  or  fifteen  of  us ;  nor  did  we  return  in 

the 
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the  Evening  to.  the  Ball,  but  met  at  Ro- 
■zelh's  by  ourfelves,  with  an  Hanoverian 
Gentleman,  an  Acquaintance  of  my  Lord’s, 
where  we  enjoyed  our  own  Toafts  and 
Gonverfation  ;  and  the  Peace  of  Utrecht , 
being  then  upon  the  Anvil,  and  in  a  fair 
Way  of  being  concluded,  we  then  had  the 
Pleafure  of  hearing  Lord  S****’s  Senti¬ 
ments  of  that  Peace ,  tho’  very  young,  yet 
juft  appearing  in  the  World,  with  a  moll; 
bright  Genius ,  fine  natural  Parts,  a  very 
lively  Penetration,  and  indeed  all  the 
Prognofticks  of  the  Great  Man  about  him, 
which  I  hope  he’ll  end  in,  when  he  has 
it  in  his  Power  to  re&ify  the  Miftakes 
according  to  his  own  Prophecy  at  that 
Time,  of  the  fatal  Confequences  of  that 
Peace  ;  and,  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  my 
Life,  1  never  palled  fo  an  agreeable  Night’s 
Gonverfation. 

V/  V  .  ,  .  f  1  *  y  c 

O  f  all  that  Company  his  Lordfhip  and 
I  were  the  only  furviving  Perfons  to  fee 
that  Prophecy  fulfilled,  the  greateft  Feau- 
pas  of  Mr.  Harley' %  Miniftry, .  as  it  was  the 
Bafis  of  all  the  reft  of  their  deftrudtive 
Schemes,  almoft  to  the  utter  Ruin  of  the 

whole. 
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whole  Nation,  at  fuch  a  critical  Time, 
when  they  had  it  in  their  Power  to  have  a 
Chart-blanc  from  France,  to  fill  up  with 
their  own  Terms ;  but  by  the  moft  pro¬ 
vidential  Accidents,  the  Queen’s  Death  in 
England,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  Re¬ 
gency  in  France,  the  very  Articles  that 
were  defigned  for  the  Service  of  the  Pre¬ 
tender,  only  as  a  Blind  for  the  People, ^re¬ 
torted  upon  themlelves  with  double  Force  , 
as  appears  in  one  of  my  Lord  Stair  s  Me¬ 
morials  to  the  Duke  Regent,  prefented  by 
his  Lordfhip  on  the  pth  of  March ,  1716, 
N.  S,  wherein  his  Lordfhip  reprefents, 
in  the  Name  of  his  Royal  Mafter,  King 
George  I.  on  account  of  that  unnatural 
Rebellion,-  raifed  againft  him  at  the  very 
Beginning  of  his  Reign  in  the  Year  1715. 

“The  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 

“  Nation,  thought  themfelves  very  fafe  on 

a  the  Side  of  France,  by  the  folemn 
“  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  for  ever  ex- 
«  eludes  the  Pretender  from  France,  and 
“  obliges  France  to  give  him  no  Succours, 
*t  nor  Ships,  nor  Arms,  nor  Ammunition, 

“  nor 
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“  nor  Money,  nor  Officers,  nor  Soldiers, 
“  nor  Counfel  dirc&ly  or  indirectly, 
“  &c.” 

The  Regent  of  France  hearkened  to 
thefe  Reprefentations,  I  dare  venture  to 
fay,  better  than  old  Louis  would  have  done, 
had  he  been  alive,  only  to  ferve  his  own 
* furn ,  by  the  Renunciation  of  the  Mo¬ 
narchy  of  Spam's  being  united  with  France 
under  one  King,  one  of  the  Articles  of  that 
Treaty  of  which  his  Houfe  was  to  reap 
the  Benefit :  But  the  real  Sentiments,  and 
very  Soul  of  the  Court  of  St.  Germain  dif- 
clofed  itfelf  in  that  Declaration  the  Pre¬ 
tender  publiflied  in  that  unnatural  Re¬ 
bellion  in  the  Year  1715,  dated  at  Cro . 
mercy  in  Lorain ,  reprinted  and  publiflied 
at  Perth  in  Scotland,  whilft  he  was  there, 
wherein  he  fays, 

'  *  /  ■  1 

“  During  the  Life  of  our  dear  Sifier 
“  of  glorious  Memory,  the  Happinefs 
“  which  our  People  enjoyed,  foftened  in 
“  fome  Degree  the  Hardship  of  our  own 
“  Fate  ;  and  we  muft  further  confefs, 

E  4  “  that 
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“  that  when  we  reflected  on  the  Good- 
nefs  of  her  Nature,  and  Inclination  to 
“  Juflice,  we  could  not  but  perfuade 
ouifelf,  that  file  intended  to  perpetuate 
the  Peace  which  Ihe  had  given  to  thefe 
“  Kingdoms,  by  deftroying  for  ever,  all 
<c  Gompetition  to  the  Succeffion  of  the 
“  Crown,  by  fecuring  to  us,  at  lad,  the 
“  Enjoyment  of  that  Inheritance,  out  of 
“  which  we  had  been  fo  long  kept,  which 
•  “  her  Confcience  mud  inform  her  was 
“  our  Due,  and  which  her  Principles 
“  mud  bend  her  to  delire  that  we  might 
‘‘  obtain. 

“But  lince  the  Time  that  it  pleafed 
“  God  to  put  a  Period  to  her  Life,  and 
“  not  to  fulfer  us,  to  throw  ourfelf,  as 
“  we  then  fully  propofed  to  have  done, 
“  upon  our  People,  we  have  not  been 
“  able  to  look  upon,  &c 

I  can  no  more  judge  of  the  Genius  and 
Temper  of  the  Dutch ,  than  if  I  had  ne¬ 
ver  lived  among!!  them,  for  I  knew  no 
Dutchmen ,  but  my  ProfelTors  j  but,  if  I 

am 
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am  allowed  to  take  Dr.  Boerhaave  for  a 
Sample  of  the  whole,  I  do  fay,  that  he 
was  the  moll  extraordinary  Man  of  his 
Age  perhaps  in  the  whole  World  *,  a  clear 
U  nderftanding,  found  Judgment,  with 
Strength  of  Memory  that  nothing  could 
exceed,  and  indefatigably  laborious :  It  is 

v  1 

true,  he  had  not  that  Brightnefs  of  In¬ 
vention,  that  fomc  Authors  may  have; 
but  with  thefe  his  Talents  he  has  done 
more  Service  to  the  World  in  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Pbyfick,  than  all  his  Predeceffors 
in  the  whole  World  put  together ;  by  di- 
gefting  a  huge  Heap  of  Jargon  and  indi- 
gefted  Stuff  into  an  intelligible,  regular,  and 
rational  Syftem.  Happy  it  was  for  Medi¬ 
cine  !  when  this  great  Man  firft  fet  out 
in  the  Study  of  Divinity  ;  that  his  very 
firft  Attempts  were  to  purge  that  Profef- 
fion  from  its  myfterious  and  fuperftitious 
Errors,  which  met  with  great  Opposition 
even  in  Holland,  and  his  beft  Friends 
thought  it  a  Stroke  too  bold  and  danger- 
ous  for  him  to  attempt  to  reform,  and 
advifed  him  to  change  his  Profeffion  of  Di- 
vimty  into  Pby/ick 
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This  is  the  Time  of  my  whole  Life 
that  gives  me  the  raoft  Pleafure  on  Re¬ 
flexion;  for  I  was  under  no  Difficulties, 
I  kept  within  bounds,  and  my  Mother 
fupplied  me  with  Money.  After  pafling 
three  Years  in  Holland  I  took  my  Degree 
of  Do 51  or  of  Phyfick ,  with  the  Approba¬ 
tion  of  my  Profeflor,  and  let  out  for  France, 
by  Way  of  Flanders ,  in  Company  with 
Mefl*.  Webb  and  Pollock.  When  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  Antwerp  the  Great  Duke  of 
Marlborough  was  there,  and,  though  out 
of  his  Command  of  the  Army,  we  paid 
our  Refpe&s  to  his  Grace  every  Morning 
at  his  Levee,  as  every  true  Briton  was  in 
Duty  bound. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  Army  in 
Flanders .  where  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
commanded  in  chief,  whom  none  or  us 
ever  had  the  Honour  of  feeing  there,  which 
was  taken  notice  of  by  Ibrne  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Officers  ;  but  it  was  quite  a  Matter 
of  Indifference  to  us,  who  had  no  Depen- 
dance,  nor  nothing  toalk  of  any  one  there. 

How- 
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•  However,  we  pafled  away  about 
feven  Weeks  in  the  Army  and  Towns 
in  Flanders,  and  foon  after  arrived  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  the  End  of  our  then  intended  Journey. 

-a 

The  Peace  of  Utrecht  was  not  then  con¬ 
cluded,  but  all  Britijh  Subjects  were  re¬ 
ceived  in  France,  more  elpecially  at  Court, 
with  Favour.  The  very  firlt  Night  I  met 
with  a  very  comical  Adventure  ;  being  a 
Stranger  in  Town,  I  fent  for  one  Bogle,  an 
old  School-fellow  of  mine,  well-acquainted 
in  that  City,  who  carried  me  to  Gregoir' s 
Coffee-houfe,  and  from  thence  to  the  Ta¬ 
vern,  where  we  were  a  good  many  in 
Company,  all  Britijh :  At  laft,  being 
pretty  well  heated  with  Wine,  about  Mid¬ 
night  Lord  Riccarten  alked  Bogle,  “  If  he 
“  would  go  to  Le  Cours  de  la  Retne  ?” 
Bogle  excufed  himfelf,  and  introduced  me 
to  his  Lordlhip,  as  a  proper  Diverlion 
for  me  as  a  Stranger  j  away  we  went  in  his 
Lordfhip’s  Chariot  about  one  o’Clock  in 
the  Morning  ;  that  Diverlion  being  held 
in  a  lhady  Grove,  upon  the  Banks  of  the 
River  Seine,  a  good  Way  beyond  the  Lou- 
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•ore,  fo  that  we  had  near  three  Miles  to 
ride.  By  the  Way,  a  (king  his  Lord- 
flfip  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Di- 
verfion,  he  told  me,  it  was  a  Concourfe 
of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  the  bell  Com¬ 
pany  at  Paris,  by  Way  of  Ajfembly,  where 
there  were  Mufick,  Dancing,  regaling  with 
Sweet-meats,  Wine,  (s’c.  and  that  I  mig^ht 
pick  out  any  Lady  I  pleafed  for  a  Partner 
that  was  not  engaged :  “  And  the  French 
“  Ladies,  faid  he,  are  fo  very  complaifant 

*£  never  to  refufe,  efpecially  Strangers.” 

.  <  .  •  ,.{>  .  ...  , 

W  e  arrived  at  the  Place  which  was 
very  finely  illuminated  indeed  with  Flam¬ 
beaux,  and  a  very  handfome  AJembly 
of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  all  genteelly 
and  richly  drefs’d  :  My  Lord  very  fooil 
left  me,  made  a  Bow  to  a  Lady,  and  file 
came  tripping  into  his  Hand.  Several  Gen¬ 
tlemen  came  in  after  us,  and  followed  my 
Lord’s  Example  with  the  fame  Succefs ; 
but  I  took  a  turn  or  two  up  and  down  by 
myfelf,  for,  as  I  was  left  to  my  Choice, 
I  was  refolved  to  have  a  pretty  Partner.— 
I  fixed,  flood  at  a  little  Diftance,  made 
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my  Bow,  and  the  Lady  came  frankly  up 
to  me  ;  fhe  foon  perceived  I  was  a  Stran¬ 
ger,  and  afked  me  a  thoufand  Queftions ; 
and  I  understood  fo  much  of  the  French 

9  .  ,k 

Language  as  to  know  what  fhe  laid,  and 
anfwer  fo  as  to  be  underftood  bv  her  ;  for 
1  lodged  in  a  French  Houfe  whilffc  I  was 
in  Holland. — I  rattled  away,  being  heated 
with  Wine,  and  the  Lady  was  exceeding 
complaifant,  and  good-humour’d :  We 
danced,  we  laughed,  we  retired  to  regale 
ourfelves  with  Sweet-meats,  Wine,  &c. 
She  allowed  me  Freedoms,  that  would  not 
be  permitted  amongft  modeft  Ladies  any 
where  but  amongft  the  free,  gay  French. — 
In  Short,  I  thought  myfelf  bleft  in  a  Part¬ 
ner,  and  cock-fure ;  ’till,  luckily  for  me, 
there  palled  a  Leyden  Acquaintance,  with 
his  Partner  in  his  Hand,  and  laid  to  me  in 

Englifh  without  flopping  : - t£  I  fee  you ; 

“  take  care  what  you  are  about;  for,  if 
“  you  pufh  Affairs  too  far,  you  will  be 
“  difgracefully  turned  out  of  Company.” 
— This  cooled  my  Courage  a  little,  and 
the  Lady  obferved  the  Alteration,  and 
afked  me  over  and  over  what  my  Coun- 

.  _  (  T.  ,  , 
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ttyman  faid  to  me  ? - 1  told  her,  he  only 

gave  me  a  Welcome  to  Pan's.  However, 
fbe  continued  as  gay  and  as  free  as  ever, 
and  carried  me  Home  to  her  Houfe  in  her1 
Chariot  •  and  told  me,  “  I  might  take 
this  Houfe  for  my  own,  and  all  that 
was  in  it,  and  hoped  I  would  make 
«*  ufe  of  it  as  fuch,  whilft  I  was  at  Paris:" 
And  then  fent  me  to  the  Hotel,  where  I 
was  to  lodge,  in  her  Chariot,  with  a  pro¬ 
per  Direction  to  find  her  Houfe  again. 

•  i  -  C  \  ‘  * 

‘  4 

I  t  is  impoffible  to  imagine  what  an 
Amaze  I  was  in.  I  went  to-bed,  and  re¬ 
volved  in  my  Mind  what  had  pafled ;  for 
I  could  not  fleep  for  the  Thoughts  of  it : 
Sometimes  I  took  it  for  mere  Romance ;  at 
others  conceited,  I  had  got  into  a  new 
World,  that  I  could  not  pofiibly  have 
formed  any  Idea  of,  for  I  had  not  then 
feen  London.'  In  fiiort,  it  is  the  Genius  of 
the  People,  as  widely  different,  from  all 
other  Nations  that  I  have  feen,  as  if  they 
were  not  the  fame  Species  of  Mankind : 
Put  the  Genius  of  a  Nation  appears,  in  the 
moil  lively  and  natural  Colours,  amongft 
the  Commonalty  in  Low-life,  wherein 

there’s 
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there’s  little  or  no  Difiimulation  :  I  re* 
member  I  was  one  Day  in  Gregoir's  Gof- 
fee-houfe,  over  againft  the  Play-houfe,  Rue 
de  Comedie,  in  Paris,  when  two  Gentle¬ 
men,  after  the  Play,  agreed  to  fup  together; 
each  of  them  had  his  Chariot,  with  a 
great  Number  of  Servants  in  fine  laced 
Liveries  attending.  The  Gentleman  who 
was  to  entertain  carried  the  other  along 
with  him  in  his  Chariot,  all  the  Servants 
,  the  Gentleman’s  Servants  of 

f4  «  ft  * 

ct  paid  the  Compliment  to  the 
Stranger’s  Servants,  who  fhould  mount 
the  Back  of  the  Chariot  firft,  in  the  mean 

/f  r  3 

Time  the  Chariot  was  driving  away  at  a 
great  Rate,  in  a  very  dirty  Street,  whilft 
thefe  Fellows,  about  a  Dozen  of  them, 
running  after  the  Chariot,  were  adjufting 
their  Ceremony.  -  Montez  vous  Monfieur  : 
Non  MonJteur  •  Montez  vous  Monfieur  S 
ye  vous  en  prie  ?  Non  Monfmir,  vous  me' 
faites  bten  de  Ihoneur  /  MonJteur  I'honeur 
eft  de  mon  cote  :  Monfieur  je  Cuts'  bien 
oblige  :  Monfieur ,  votre  ferviteur  tres  bum¬ 
ble.  And  fo  they  went  on  ’till  the  Cha¬ 
riot  had  drove  at  leaf!  half  a  Mile,  before 

they 
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they  adjufted  the  Ceremony  of  mounting 
the  Back  of  the  Chariot,  more  bedawbed 
with  Dirt  than  Silver-lace.  A  true  Em- 
blent  of  that  fuperficial ,  volatile  Nation.  • 

I  lived  two  or  three  Months  at  Paris 
without  having  the  lead:  thought  of  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  went  into  all  the  Gayeties  of  the 
Town  j  AJj'emblies ,  Opera's ,  Plays ,  6cc. 
and,  as  all  the  World  games  there,  I 
chanced  to  get  two  or  three  lucky  Hits ; 
which  putting  me  above  the  common  Rank 
for  fome  Time,  I  hired  a  Car  of e  de  Remifei 
and  fpent  my  Money  with  as  much  Eafe, 
and  as  little  Thought  as  I  had  got  it :  But 
this  did  not  lad:  long }  I  began  to  think  of 
what’I  came  to  France  for,  my  principal 
Defign  having  been  to  get  into  the  Salle 
des  Accouchments  de  I'Hotel-Dieu.  This 
is  an  Inftitution  founded  by  Louis  XIV, 
and  perhaps  one  of  the  bed:  in  the  World, 
calculated  as  well  confident  with  Policy 
as  Charity.  In  this  large  and  convenient 
Hofpital,  Hotel-Dieu ,  there  are  two  very 
large  Halls  feta-part  for  receiving  Women 
with- Child. 
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The  Manner  of  which  is  thus,  all  Wo-* 
men  in  that  Condition  of  whatever  Na¬ 
tion  or  Religion,  within  a  Month  or  fix 
Weeks  of  her  Time  of  Delivery,  are  there 
received,  maintained,  and  well  accom¬ 
modated  with  all  Neceflaries,  at  the  King’s 
Ch  arge,  ’till  they  are  brought  to-bed,  and 
entirely  recovered  from  Child-bed.  Yet 
we  did  not  take  their  Words  for  the  Time 
of  their  Pregnancy ;  but,  as  we  had  other 
certain  Signs  of  knowing  it,  they  were  all 
reviewed  one  by  one,  before  we  received 
them  ;  and  thofe  that  had  any  foul  Diftem- 
per  were  feparated  from  the  refit,  and 
taken  care  of  in  an  Apartment  by  them- 
felves,  called  Sale  des  Gates  •  for  the  Cha- 
rity  was  univerfal  and  noble,  for  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  all  that  applied  in  fuch  Diftrefs, 
which  fufficiently  entitled  them,  with¬ 
out  afking  any  Queftions  for  their  Recep¬ 
tion.  If  they  have  a-mind  to  carry  their 
Child  away  they  may  j  for,  when  perfectly 
recovered,  it  is  left  to  their  Option,  whe¬ 
ther  they  will  leave  the  Child,  or  no.  If 

they  do,  it  is  carried,  with  a  proper  Certi¬ 
ficate  of  Baptifm,  to  l’ Hotel  dc  l' Infant- 
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tr  Oliver,  where  it  is  carefully  nurfed  and 
brought  up  at  the  King’s  Charge,  a 
proper  Nurfery  for  10,000  Children, 
with  all  manner  of  Neceflaries  and  Con- 
veniencies.  This  Policy ,  not  to  mention 
the  Charity,  was  foon  obvious  to  every 
body,  but  efpecially  to  old  Louis  le  Grande, 
who,  by  ' his  ambitious  Views  and  Enter- 
prizes,  almoft  laid  his  Country  wafte, 
through  the  deftrudtive  and  devouring 
Arm  of  War ;  but  by  this  Means  he  had 
always  a  frefh  Supply  of  10,000  growing 
up.  This  is  not  only  a  Nurfery  for  Chil¬ 
dren,  but  a  Seminary  for  educating  and 
inftru&ing  Midwives,  who  mull  all  be 
ftriftly  examined  before  they  profefs  Mid- 
wifry,  which  alfo  fives  10,000  more  Chil¬ 
dren  from  being  murdered  by  the  Hands 
of  unfkilful  Midwives.  Of  what  great 
Benefit  and  univerfal  Charity  mull  fuch 
an  Hofpital  as  this  be  to  Mankind  in  ge¬ 
neral,  by  preventing  the  Death  of  an  al¬ 
moft  innumerable  Number  of  innocent 
Children  not  only  thro’  Ignorance  of  Mid- 
wives,  but  for  fear' of  Ignominy,  and 
Want  of  the  Mothers,  (Cafes  that  daily 

happen 
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happen  in  London  for  want  of  fuch  an  Ho- 
fpital)  and  of  what  infinite  Advantage  in 
particular  might  it  be,  by  faving  and  con- 
fequently  raifing  fuch  an  additional  Num¬ 
ber,  and  Strength  of  Hands,  to  this  grand 
trading  Nation,  the  Mart,  as  I  apprehend, 
of  the  World  :  And  as  I  have  lived  to  fee 
it  accomplifhed  in  part,  by  erecting  a 
Foundling  Hofpital%  I  hope  to  live  to  fee 
the  whole  grand  Work  completed  ;  un¬ 
der  the  Dirediion  of  fuch  Gentlemen  of 
undoubted  Honour  and  Integrity  as  hi¬ 
therto  have  had  the  Direction  of  this  new 

’  t 

Hofpital :  For  of  all  Charities  this  is  one 
of  the  greateft  and  raoft  ufeful. 

•  »  -  (  > 

r  * 

When  I  was  in  the  Hotel-Lieu,  I  de¬ 
livered  a  very  beautiful  young  EngUJh  La¬ 
dy  of  her  fir ft  Child  ;  who,  I  fancy,  ne¬ 
ver  forgot  the  handfome  and  mannerly 
Treatment  flie  fnet  with  in  that  Hofpi- 
tal :  From  thence  {he  retired,  with  her 
Child,  as  fecretly  as  fhe  entered  without 
the  lead  Sufpicion  either  of  her  Perfoh’  or 
Quality,  intirely  recovered  from  Child-bed 
of  a  beautiful  Boy. 

F  2  Ho  w- 
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However  trifling  it  may  feem  to  be, 
for  a  Graduate  to  get  into  this  Hof  pit  al , 
there’s  a  great  deal  of  Intereft  required  to 
accompli (h  it.  Lady  Anne  Drummond \ 
Daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Melfort ,  married 
into  our  Family,  by  whom  and  her  Re¬ 
lations  in  Scotland ,  I  was  warmly  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Lords  Perth ,  and  Melfort-, 
Dukes  they  call’d  them  in  that  Country. 
The  old  Lord  Melfort  indeed  was  dead, 
before  I  arrived,  but  he  had  left  an  Heir 
and  Reprefentative  :  Neverthelefs  I  pinned 
myfelf  to  my  Lord  Perth’s,  Sleeve,  who 
pretended  to  have  great  Intereft  at  Court  ; 
(and  his  Nephew,  my  Lord  Melfort ,  told 
me  he  had)  and  my  only  Requeft  was  for 
the  King’s  Order  to  get  into  this  Hofpital ; 
but,  I  having  been  fhuffled  off  from  Week 
to  Week  for  almoft  Nine  Months,  at  laft 
grew  very  uneafy  about  it ;  and  one  Dayj 
as  I  was  prefling  his  Grace  very  hard, 
and  fetting  forth  the  Inconveniencies  of 
my  flaying  fo  long  in  Prance,  he  asked 
me,  Jf  I  did  not  defign  to  go  Home  with 
.the  King.  For,  faid  he,  the  King  goes 
Home  this  Year  for  certain.  This  was 

th« 
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the  laft  Year  of  Queen  Anne's  Reign)  1 
readily  anfwered,  “  I  had  no  Concern 
tc  with  Kings ;  I  came  to  France  in  Pro- 
“  fecution  of  my  Bufinefs  that  I  mull  get 
“  my  Bread  by,  or  ftarve ;  and,  if  he 
“  could  not  ferve  me  in  this  Affair,  1 
“  was  heartily  forry  I  had  Raid  fo  long.” 
So  I  made  my  Bow,  and  came  off,  not  a 
little  difpleafed. 

Iused  to  go  to  St.  Germain  en  laye 
once  in  a  Week,  or  fourteen  Days  at  far- 
theft  •,  and  he  lived  in  the  Caflle  with 
the  late  King  James's  Dowager.  I  al¬ 
ways  was  admitted  to  his  Table  with 
great  Freedom  of  Converfation,  and 
I  do  declare  upon  my  Honour,  “  That 
“  the  more  I  heard  of  their  Converfation, 
“  the  greater  Averflon  and  Abhorrence  I 
<c  had  to  their  Schemes  and  Meafures ;  and 
“  I  am  fure  there  was  no  Intereft  to  biafs 
“  rne,  one  Way  or  t’other,  further  than 
<c  my  own  Opinion  and  Inclination.” 

I  must  obferve  one  Particularity 
amoogft  them,  they  never  drank  my  Lord 

F  3  Oxford's 
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*  • 

Oxford’s  Health  ;  but  the  reft  of  Queen 
Anne's  Miniftry,  Ormond ,  Hamilton ,  Bo- 
lingbroke ,  Strafford ,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer , 
Sir  William  Windham ,  (with  this  Excep¬ 
tion  provided  that  he  was  not  my  Lord  Ox- 
ford’s  Man)  £■«/»  multis  aliis ,  (whom  I  fhall 
not  prefame  to  mention  here,  as  fome  of 
them  never  were  fufpedled,  at  leaf:  they 
never  did  difcover  themfelves  to  be  of  luch 
Principles)  went  glibly  down ;  and  their 
firft  Toaft  always  was,  Princefs  Anne  of 

Denmark. 

> 

The  Caftle-gates  were  always  locked 
up  at  nine  o’Clock  at  Night  precifely, 
when  his  Grace  of  Perth  went  to  his  De¬ 
votion  :  (For  he  was  much  better  adapted 
for  a  Clergyman  than  a  St  at  cf man. )  Then 
I  retired  to  the  Tavern  with  the  Officers 
of  the  Court,  Colonels,  Majors,  Captains 
in  abundance,  &c.  where  we  had  all  the 
Politicks  fecond-hand  without  Reftraint. 
I  have  heard  my  Lord  of  Oxford’s  Health 
propofed  among  them  too,  and  always  re¬ 
medied,  with  their  Reafons  for  it  ;  in  vino 
ventas,  and  we  ufed  to  tope  it  about 

merrily  ! 
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merrily  !  I  did  really  believe  he  was  a 
Clog  to  their  Meafures,  whether  through 
Fear  of  bad  Succefs  in  their  Schemes,  or 
from  Principles  of  Love  and  AfFeiftion  to 
his  Country  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  deter¬ 
mine  ;  but  I  could  eafily  learn,  from  the 
Converfation  of  the  Court  of  St .  Germain, 
that  the  Earl  was  no  great  Favourite  there, 
which  was  afterwards  fully  confirmed  to 
me,  when  I  went  to  London ;  for,  if 
Queen  Anne  had  lived  a  few  Months 
longer,  they  had  certainly  carried  their 
defigned  Meafures  into  Execution. 

The  Queen  had  made  choice  of  a 
Miniftry  to  her  Liking,  ready  and  willing 
to  execute  the  concerted  Defigns ;  the 
Army  and  Navy  were  new  modelled  for 
the  purpofe  of  obeying  Orders  :  The  Pre¬ 
tender's  Attainder  was  to  be  taken  off  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  he  was  to  refide 
at  the  Palace  of  Holy-rood-houfe  in  Scot¬ 
land,  ’till  a  proper  Juncture  offered  for 
the  Queen  to  refign  her  C  rown  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour.  The  mote  moderate  of  them  were 
only  for  declaring  him,  and  his  Heirs, 
.  F  4  Sue- 
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Succefl'ors  to  the  Queen  :  But  my  Lord  of 
Oxford. ,  who  was  a  Man  of  very  great 
Penetration,  forefeeing  the  difmal  and  fa*- 
tal  Inconveniencies  that  muft  neceffarily 
accrue  to  Great  Britain ,  from  fuch  a  great 
Convullion  of  State,  by  the  Oppofition  it 
muft  have  undoubtedly  met  with  from 
the  Whigs ,  with  all  the  direful  Confe- 
quences  of  a  Civil  War ;  and,  by  his 
Lordfhip’s  Policy  and  Stratagems,  I  do 
verily  believe,  (but  I  don’t  want  to  impofe 
my  Belief  on  others)  that  the  Execution 
of  this  Project  was  at  leaft  retarded, 
whilft  he  fleered  the  Helm  :  But,  before 
it  pleafed  the  Almighty  Hand  of  Provi¬ 
dence  to  interpofe  by  the  Death  of  the 
Queen,  the  Earl  of  Oxford ,  Lord  High- 
Treafurer  of  Great  Britain ,  was  actually 
turned  out  of  all  his  Employments,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  way  for  the  Execution  of 
their  Pefigns ;  And  I  learnt,  from  the 
Converfation  and  Intimacy  of  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  ftridt  Honour,  great  Integrity  and 
Credit,  the  Queen’s  Phyfician’in  Ordinary, 
*uid  her  great  Favourite  and  Confident, 
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“  That  her  Majefty  was  very  warmly  in- 
“  dined  to  this  Projedt.” 

Then  I  retired  from  St.  Germain,  and 
refolved  never  to  vilit  the  Duke  of  Perth 
any  more.  During  this  Interval  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury ,  Queen  Anne’s  Ambafla- 
dor  in  France,  put  one  Mr.  Clayton  into 
the  Hotel-Dieu ;  and  fome  Months  after 
my  Lord  Melfort  fent  for  me,  and  told 
me,  that  the  Duke  of  Perth  had  got  me 
an  Order,  which  he  delivered  to  me: 
So  that  I  returned  to  St.  Germain  to  thank 
his  Grace. 

■v*  »  1  -  • 

V 

Upon  this  I  at  laft  fucceeded  Mr. 
Clayton  in  the  Sale  des  Accouchments  de 
l  Hotel-F)ieu,  where  I  met  with  more 
laborious  and  fatiguing  Bufmefs  than  any 
I  ever  had  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Life ; 
eveiy  twenty-four  Hours,  commtmibus  die- 
bus,  we  brought  about  ten  Children  into 
the  W orld,  and  there  were  only  four  Mid¬ 
wives  and  myfelf  to  go  thro’  all,  Night 
and  Day,  we  were  always  employed ;  and 
I  continued  in  this  Hofpital  four  Months, 

without 
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without  letting  myFoot  out  of  it  four  times. 
This  is  the  only  Place,  for  thorough 
Inftrutflion  in  this  Bufinefs ;  I  brought 
near  three  hundred  Women  to-bed  in 
the  Time,  and  every  one  of  the  four  Mid-? 
wives  in  Proportion  :  So  that  we  had 
Cafes  of  all  Sorts ;  we  afiifted  ope  another, 
and  had  a  Miftrefs  Midwife  who  directed 
the  Whole ;  and,  in  very  extraordinary 
Cafes,  we  called  in  the  Mafter-furgeon 
of  the  Hofpital’s  Affiftance.  This  Hof- 
pital  is  ferved,  in  the  meaneft,  fervile  - 
Work,  even  to  cleaning  the  Clofe-ftools, 
by  religious  Nuns ,  of  the  very  bell  Fami¬ 
lies  in  France,  and  none  but  fuch  can 
wait  there,  which  makes  them  better  anti 
cleaner  than  in  any  other. 

X 

Paris  is  certainly  the  belt  Place  for 
learning  the  practical  Part  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery,  from  the  frequent  Opportunities 
of  feeing  Chirurgical  Operations  of  all 
Sorts  perform’d  in  the  Hofpitals ;  and  the 
King  has  ordered,  that  every  Body  of  thofe 
that  dies  in  the  Sale  Petrier  (a  very  large 

Hofpital  for  the  Reception  of  the  Poor) 

Ihould 
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fhould  be  fubjecled  to  Anatomical  Dif- 
'  feci  ion,  for  the  Improvement  of  Phyfick 
and  Surgery :  And  I  do  own  the  French 
to  be  more  dextrous  and  expert  Operators 
in  Surgery  and  Cutters  in  Anatomical  Dif- 
fedlion,  (I  fpeak  in  general)  than  any  I 
have  feen :  But  as  for  their  Theory,  that  I 

r 

did  not  want. 

i  i  V  •  ‘  \  '  ,  ^  * 

Whilst  I  was  in  France ,  at  my  mod 
expenfive  Time ,  I  drew  too  largely  on  my 
Mother,  who  was  very  loath  to  proteft 
my  Bills;  but  wrote  to  me  of  theStraits  and 
Inconveniences  I  had  put  her  to ;  and  I 
anfwered,  “  That  I  was  in  a  Popijh  Coun- 
“  try,  amongft  fome  Scotch  Relations  who 
«  were  all  PapHls  ;  and  if  fhe  would  al- 
<c  low  me  to  turn  Papi/l,  I  could  live  up- 
“  on  one  half  of  the  Money  1  then  fpent.” 
The  good,  honed,  old  Lady,  with  the 
greateft  Sincerity  and  Truth,  advifed  me, 
for  God’s  Sake,  “  to  continue  in  the  true 
«  Faith  ;  for  fhe  "would  drip  to  the 
“  Smock,  rather  than  I  fhould  turn  Pa- 

“  pi JlP 

•  '  But 
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But,  alas !  unlucky  Fate  !  there  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  melancholy  News  of  her 
Death ;  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  enter  into 
her  Character,  but  only  fay  without  Par¬ 
tiality  or  Flatery,  that  fhe  had  all  the  good 
Qualities  requifite  to  make  a  good  Wife, 
and  an  affectionate  Parent !  A  Wonder  ! 

A  Woman  entirely  without  Guile  ! 

which  muft  be  acknowledged  by  every 
body  that  knew  her ;  and,  for  her  Sake,  I 
have  always  had  a  great  Regard,  RefpeCt 
and  Efteem  for  the  whole  Sex.  From 
her  Death  I  may  date  my  adverfc  Fortune . 

I  had  a  Letter  of  Credit  on  Mr.  Gor¬ 
don ,  Banker  in  Paris ,  who  fupplied  me 
with  Money,  and  took  my  Bills  on  my 
Mother;  I  fhewed  him  the  melancholy 
Account  of  her  Death  ;  and  told  him, 
what  little  Money  my  Father  had  left  me 
for  my  Patrimony  was  in  the  Hands  of 
my  Father's  Executor,  a  Countryman 
and  Relation  of  ours,  in  London.  1 
even  then  forefaw  the  Confequences,  and 

looked 
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looked  a  little  dejefted :  Cn  which  Mr. 
Gordon  faid  to  me,  in  a  very  genteel,  ge¬ 
nerous  Manner,  Never  fear ,  Man  !  T 
advance  you  vohat  Money  you  have  occafion 
for  here,  and  take  my  Venture  on't.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  I  took  forty  Pounds  Sterling  of 
him,  and  gave  him  my  Bills  for  it  on  my 
Father’s  Executor  j  and,  for  his  greater 
Security,  I  drew  alfo  on  my  Uacle  Crai- 

gends  in  Scotland  for  the  fame  Sum. 

-  *  ‘  / 

I  then  paid  off  what  little  Affairs 
I  owed  at  Paris,  and  let  out,  by  way  of 
Normandy,  for  London.  Mr.  Anbuthnot, 
Merchant  at  Roan,  received  me  very  kindly 
and  gave  me  a  very  friendly  Letter  to  his 
Brother,  Dr.  Arbuthnot  in  London.  This 
Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  favour  me  with 
an  Intimacy  in  his  Acquaintance,  that  was 
of  very  great  Service  to  me  :  “  He  was  a 
“  Gentleman  of  great  Learning,  clear 
“  Head,  and  found  Judgment  •,  and,  when- 
“  ever  he  opened,  mod  agreeable  in  Con- 
“  verfation.”  I  lie  under  many  Obliga¬ 
tions  to  him,  and  nothing  would  give  me 

more 
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more  Pleafur;,  than  an  Opportunity  of 
making  a  grateful  Return  to  any  of  his 
Pofterity  or  Friends.  I  did  the  laft  Office 
with  a  heav/  Heart,  of  {hutting  his  Eyes 
when  he  died ;  but  his  Memory  will  live 
for  ever  with  the  World,  and  more  parti¬ 
cularly  wit!)  me. 

Wh  fn  I  arrived  in  London ,  I  fent 
for  my  Relation ;  but  he  ffiunned  talk¬ 
ing  any  Thing  of  Bufinefs ;  yet  invited 
me  to  his  Houfe,  at '  the  fame  time  tel¬ 
ling  me,  that  he  let  his  Houfe  out  in 
Lodgings ;  fo  that  I  accepted  his  Invita¬ 
tion,  on  Condition  of  paying  him  for  my 
Lodging.  I  was  but  a  very  ffiort  Time 
there,  before  I  faw  how  Things  went, 
and  how  they  were  like  to  go ;  tho’  he 
was  very  fhy  in  lpeaking  to  me  about 
any  of  our  Affairs.  I  fbon  learnt,  that 
my  Bills  bad  been  protefted,  both  by 
this  Relation,  and  my  Uncle  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  and  very  foon  after  the  Man,  in 
whole  Hands  my  protefted  Bills  were, 

came  to  mv  Lodging,  dunned  me  very 

har{hly> 
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harflily,  threatned  me  with  a  Gaol,  and, 
world  of  all,  upbraided  me  with  Ingrati¬ 
tude  and  Dilhonefty,  for  uling  a  F riend  fo 
bafely,  who  relieved  my  Neceffities,  in  fo 
genteel  and  generous  a  Manner,  (a  great 
Truth  !)  which  wounded  and  cut  me  to 
the  very  Soul,  and  difcompofed  and  di- 
ftrafted  my  Mind  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
I  was  not  capable  of  giving  a  tegular  An- 
fwer,  or  thinking  of  any  Remedy  how  to 
extricate  myfelf.  I  wrote  to  my  Relations 
in  Scotland,  how  I  was  circumstanced, 
(which  they  knew  well  enough)  with 
mean  and  low  Expreffions.  They  an- 
fwered,  “  That  I  mull  have  Recourfe  to 
“  our  Relation  in  London,  who  had  my 
“  Patrimony  in  his  Hands ;  for  they  owed 
<c  me  no  Money,  and  were  forry  for  my 

“  Misfortune.” 

/  * 

Our  Relation  had  a  great  deal  of  the 
inherent  Scotch  Pride ,  which  exerted 
itfelf  in  an  inexpreffible  Stubbornnefs >  he 
had  involved  himfelf  with  a  Partner,  who 

was  but  in  middling  Circumftances,  which 

he 
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he  did  not  know  when  they  engaged  in 
Partnership.  This  at  length  hurt  their 
Credit,  which  I  could  eafily  perceive, 
though  my  Relation  would  never  open 
his  Circumftauces  to  me,  when  he  really 
had  400  /.  Sterling  in  his  Hands,  one 
Third  which  was  mine  :  Whereas,  if  he 
had  opened  himfelf  to  me  with  Affe&ion 
and  Friendship,  perhaps  we  might  have 
fallen  upon  Ways  and  Means  to  have 
faved  us  both. 

I  n  this  great  Diftradlion  of  Mind,  I 
continued  in  his  Houfe  for  Some  Months  : 
Under  thefe  Dilemmas,  without  a  Shilling 
in  my  Pocket,  I  did  not  know  what  Hand 
to  turn  to  •,  and  it  was  impoSlible  for  me 
to  introduce  myfelf  to  the  Wurld,  in  the 
Character  of  a  Pbyfician ,  as  I  firft  defigned* 
He  looked  upon  me  as  an  Eye-fore,  for 
having  any  Demand  upon  him  ;  and  I 
looked  upon  him  as  my  Dtftroyer,  for 
not  anfwering  my  Demand  •,  for  he  had 
given  his  Bond  for  the  Money,  to  my 
Uncle  Craigends ,  and  that  was  affigned  by 
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him,  as  a  Deed  of  Trufl,  to  me  which  I 
had  now  got  into  my  Cuftody  :  The 
Smoak  increafed  into  a  Flame,  and  I  left 
his  Houfe  at  all  Rifles. 


I  then  got  acquainted  with  Sir  David 
Hamilton ,  the  famous  Man-midwife  :  I 
informed  hun  of  my  Proficiency  in  Mid- 
-wifry  in  the  Hotel-Dim, ,  (of  which  I 
had  proper  Certificates)  and  begged  the 
F avour  of  his  Countenance,  to  introduce  me 
to  what  low  Bufinefs  he  did  not  think  worth 
his  Acceptance.  He  begged  to  be  excufed, 
in  his  fmooth  -and  complaifant  Manner, 
by  telling  me,  that  he  expended  his  Son 
from  Leyden,  whom  he  defigned  to  intro¬ 
duce  to  his  Bufinefs, 

Y  *  *  f  0  ♦  * 

*  J  j  .  f'r  -  «•  r  • 

One  Week’s  Countenance  from  him 
would  have  done  mv  Bufinefs  for  ever  ; 
but  Dr.  Douglas  told  me^  that  he  never  did 
a  good  Office  for  any  Man  of  his  Profef- 

fion;  but,  on  the  contrary,  did  all  he  could 

* 

to  crulh  him  in  the  Bud,  when  he  was  firffc  - 
appearing  in  the  World.  I  fo  far  agreed 
with  Dr.  Douglas,  as  to  fay,  that  I  never 

G  knew 
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knew,  or  heard  of  any  good  Office  Sir 
David  had  done  in  his  Way  of  Bufinefs  -, 
and  as  he  had  extracted  and  amaffed  a  great 
Fortune  to  himfelf,  from  bottomlefs  Pits, 
(80,000  1.  and  upwards)  fo  it  was  all  funk 
in  one  Year,  1720,  in  the  grand  South-Sea 
Pit  •  And  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  without  ex¬ 
tending  my  natural  Vanity,  that  I  knew 
full  as  much  of  the  Bufinefs  of  Midwifry 
as  the  great  Sir  David  did:  I  have  fome 
Observations  of  his,  de  Cdncro  inUtero,  which 
he  gave  me  to  revife  a  fhort  Time  before 
he  died,  he  then  defigning  to  publifh  them. 
They  might  have  been  of  fome  Ufe  to  the 
Publick,  as  he  had  great  Practice  and  Expe¬ 
rience  in  Women’s  Difeafes;  but  he  feemed 
to  be  over  credulous  in  his  Cures,  which, 
to  my  poor  Underffanding,  appear  to  be 
only  Palliatives  for  I  never  knew  a  con¬ 
firmed  Cancer  cured  otherwife  than  by  a 
radical  Extirpation. 

Being  reduced  to  the  Difficulties  of 
Low-life,  I  could  not-  bear  them,  and 
was  refolved  to  embrace  any  delperate  At¬ 
tempt  that  offered ;  but  firfl  to  make  a 

Trip 
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T rip  to  Scotland  to  viilt  my  Relations  and 
Friends.  Accordingly  I  went  by  Sea,  for 
I  could  not  find  Money  to  carry  me  by 
Land :  They  received  me  indifferently 
well,  advanced  me  a  little  Money,  and 
defired  me  to  ftay  amongft  them  and  fob- 
low  my  Bufinefs  as  a  Phyfician.  On  this 
ROCK  I  fplit  again ;  for  had  they  ad¬ 
vanced  me,  at  that  Time,  as  much  Money 
as  to  have  fet  me  up  in  an  Apothecary’s 
Shop,  (for  they  pradtife  Phyfick  in  the 
primitive  Way  in  Scotland,  as  Phyfician, 
Surgeon,  and  Apothecary)  I  had  certainly 
got  a  very  handfome  Living  among  them 
but  they  thought  that  below  me*  and  fo  did 
I  too  ;  and  a  young  Phyfician  will  not  do  at 
fir  ft  ;  fo  that  my  Expences  were  more  than 
my  Income,  tho’Idid  not  live  at  all  extrava¬ 
gantly,  but  genteelly,  with  goodOeconomy; 

Vanity  of  Vanities  / 

*  9  *  ,t  a» 

Lord  Ormijlone, ,  one  of  the  Senators 
of  the  College  of  Juftice,  and  Lord  Juftice 
Clerk  for  Scotland,  was  then  one  of  the 
principal  and  moft  active  Managers  in  Go¬ 
vernment  Affairs,  for  what  they  called 

G  2  the 
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the  Squadronee  Party  in  Scotland,  in  Op- 
pofttion  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll's,  Party 
This  Gentleman  was  married  to  a  firft 
Coufin  of  mine,  whom  I  had  a  more 
ftridt  Friendfhip,  and  perfonal  Regard  for 
than  all  the  reft  of  my  Relations.  I 
■was  reckoned  one  of  their  Family ;  my 
Lord,  thro’  the  Inftigation  of  his  Lady, 
wanted  to  provide  for  me,  in  my  Way, 
at  Court,  and  I  do  believe  he  was  in  ear- 
neft.  Away  I  went  to  Court,  recom¬ 
mended  by  him  to  the  Dukes  of  Montrofe 
and  Roxbrugh,  the  Earls  of  Hadinton  and 
Rothes,  and  to  his  Son  "John  Cokburne , 
Efq;  I  was  a  mere  Novice  in  this  Affair, 
and  did  not  well  know  what  I  wanted  to 

«•  +  4  .  *  4  «  4  *  •  '  1  •  *  *  |  ‘ 

be  at.  The  Rebellion  broke  out  in  the 
Year  1715,  when  one  Dr.  Hamilton ,  re¬ 
commended  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Argyll,  was  folliciting  to  be  Surgeon-ge¬ 
neral  to  the  Army  in  Scotland,  I  oppofed 
him,  and  applied  to  my  aforefaid  great 
Patrons,  but  afraid  of  bad  Succefs  j  and 
wrote  to  my  Lord  Ormijlone  accordingly. 
He  fent  me  a  Letter  to  my  Lord  Sunder-, 
land,  which  did  my  Bufineis  in  three 

Days 
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Day’s  Time.  I  had  a  Warrant  from  Mr*. 
Secretary  Stanhope's  Office,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  hisMajefty’s  Army  in  Scot- 
l and,  and  there  to  a<5t  as  Surgeon-general 
to  the  Army,  according  to  my  Inftrudtions, 
with  a  very  handfome  Sailary  annexed  to 
it,  and  ten  Shillings  a  Day  for  travelling 
Charges.  My  Warrant  was  diredted  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyll. ,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief ;  and  my  recommenda¬ 
tory  Letters  to  Lieutenant-general  Cado- 
gan.  I  ported  down  with  all  Expedition, 
flopped  at  "Edinburgh  with  my  Lord  Or- 
mijlone ,  about  an  Hour  or  two  ;  carried  a 
Letter  from  him  to  General  Cadogan ,  and 
arrived  at  the  General’s  Quarters  in  the 
Camp  near  Stirling ,  juft  as  he  was  ready 
to  fit  down  to  Dinner.  I  delivered  my 
Letters,  he  read  them,  and  told  me,  that 
I  muft  wait  on  the  Captain  General \  and 
lliew  him  my  Warrant  but,  if  I  pleafed  I 
might  dine  firft.  I  readily  embraced  the 
Offer,  and  fat  down  to  a  moft  elegant  Din- 
ner,  in  the  midft  of  Froft  and  Snow  j  our 
Syllabubs  were  of  Frontiniac ,  and  all  the 
Wines  of  the  richeft  Sort,  fo  that  I  did  not 

G  3  mind 
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mind  our  Captain  General  one  bit,  till 
the  General  told  me,  now  was  the  Time 
of  waiting  on  his  Grace,  I  got  up,  and 
went  to  Stirling  Town,  where  his  Grace’s 
Head  Quarters  were.  I  waited  in  an 
outer  Room  for  above  two  Hours,  as  cold 
as  Death,  without  a  Drop  of  Liquor; 
where  I  met  with  feveral  Gentlemen  of 
my  Acquaintance,  who  feemed  to  take  no 
notice  of  me,  and  I  was  even  with  them, 
equally  regardiefs  of  ’em.  At  laft  one 
Mr.  Campbell  came  out  from  his  Grace  to 
afk  my  Bufinefs,  which  I  told  him.  Some 
Time  after,  his  Grace  palled  thro’  the 
Room.  I  made  up  to  him  with  my  War¬ 
rant  in  my  Hand,  and  he  laid  to  me,  with¬ 
out  flopping,  I  have  heard,  Sir ,  of  you  , 
and  your  Warrant ;  Cadogan  will  take 
Care  of  you ;  fo  I  made  the  belt  of  my 
Way  to  the  Camp  again.  At  Supper, 
General  Cadogan  afked  me.  If  I  had  waited 
on  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyll  ?  I  an- 
fvvered,  Tes >  and  told  him  to  the  minuted 
Cit  cumftance  of  what  palled,  and  repeated 
the  Words  his  Grace  faid  to  me.  On 
which  General  Cadogan  faid,  with  a  de- 

mure 
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mure  Look,  Well,  Sir,  I  will  take  Care 
of  you.  In  the  mean  Time  he  had  taken 
very  good  Care  of  me,  by  providing  me 
with  a  very  handfome  Tent  pitched  and 
completely  fitted  up,  and  I  eat  and  drank 
as  he  did,  mod  luxurioujly  ;  I  dare  fay 
there  were  more  Horfes  employed  about 
his  Luggage,  than  in  his  Majedy’s  Train  of 
Artillery. 

Soon  after  the  Pretender  left  Perth, 
where  he  was  encamped,  and  fled  from 
Scotland :  Cadogan  had  early  Notice  of  his 
Flight,  even  before  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
and  wrote  the  Difpatch  he  fent  to  Court 
on  Horfe-back  :  For,  notwithflanding  his 
luxurious  Way  of  Living,  he  was  a  mod 
laborious  and  indefatigable  Soldier  5  for  I 
don’t  remember  ever  to  have  feen  him  in 
bed  whild  the  Camp  was  in  the  Field, 
nor  he  never  flept  above  two  Hours  out 
of  twenty  four,  with  his  Cloaths  and  Boots 
on  in  a  Camp-chair.  As  foon  as  the  Pre¬ 
tender  was  gone,  and  the  Army  ordered  to 
decamp,  his  Grace  of  Argyll  did  me  the 
Favour  to  fcratch  me  off  the  Lid  with 

Q  4  his 


.88  Dr.  IIoustounj  Memoirs  '  , 

his  own  Kind.  I  did  not  fee  it,  but  a 
Gentleman  who  was  prefent  told  me  fo  ; 
and,  when  I  told  General  Cadogan  of  it, 
lie  anfwered.  He  (meaning  the  Duke  of 
Argyll)  can  [cratch  you  out  of  the  Lift  for 
your  travelling  Charges,  but  not  for  your 
Salary,  which  is  on  the  civil  Lid  :  I'll  take 

o'  r- 

care  of  that.  Yet,  however  it  fell  out, 

I  never  could  get  myfelf  re-eftabljlh’d 
neither  for  Salary  nor  travelling  Charges, 
farther  than  for  thofe  few  Months  I  ferved 

x.  •  <  .  •> 

'in  the  Army. 


I  t  is  impoftible  to  imagine  what  Di- 
vifions  and  Animofities  arofe  in  the  Army 
from  thefe  two  Parties,  Argythelians.  and 
Squadronees,  (as  they  called  them)  and 
carried  on  with  more  Spite  and  Malice 
again  ft  one  another  ,  than  againft  the  ad- 
verfe  Party  of  the  Rebels,  which  was  of 
great  Detriment  to  his  Majefty’s  Intereft. 
It  was  furmifed  in  the  Army,  that  Gene¬ 
ral  Cadogan  had  a  private  Commiftion  to 
fuperfede  the  Duke  of  Argyll  in  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Army,  if  Things  were  car¬ 
ried  to  any  Extremity.  This  Rumour  was 

Ipread 
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fpread  about,  and  did  a  great  Deal  of  Hurt 
in  the  Army,  almoft  to  a  Mutiny,  How 
true  it  was  I  know  not,  nor,  I  dare  fay, 
no-body  elfe,  except  himfelf :  But  my 
intimate  Comrades  of  the  Duke  of  Ar¬ 
gyll  s  Party,  without  any  Falling-out, 
would  not  lift  their  Hats  to  me  on  meet¬ 
ing,  which  I  defpifed  as  filly  and  boyijh. 

This  is  an  epidemical  Diftemper, 
more  common  with  the  Brit  if  than  any 
other  Nation  I  know  of ;  from  long  Ex¬ 
perience  I  have  feen  the  fatal  Confe¬ 
rences  of  it,  both  in  publick  and  pri¬ 
vate  Undertakings ;  and  I  will  venture 
to  fay,  that  all  the  Mifcarriages  that  have 
been  made  by  the  Britijh ,  in  my  Re¬ 
membrance,  have  been  intirely,  and  only 
owing  to  the  ridiculous  Divifions  amongfl 
themfelves.  All  Foreigners  know  it,  and 
frequently  make  ufe  of  it  as  a  Handle  to 
ferve  their  own  Defigns.  I  could  give  in¬ 
numerable  Inftances  to  my  own  certain 
Knowledge,  but  I  forbear  Particulars,  and 
leave  every  one  to  their  own  Refle¬ 
xion. 

I 

A  s 
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#  i  i,  \ 

.  •  ,  * 

A  s  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Aygyll  arrived 
in  London,  he  was  turned  out  from  all 
his  Employments  at  Court,  and  Polls  in 
the  Army  with  all  his  Adherents  and  De¬ 
pendents,  and  their  Pods  were  given  to 
the  Squadronce  Party,  with  my  Lord 
Sunderland  at  the  Head  of  them  ;  which 
Party  had  the  Management  of  all  the  Af¬ 
fairs  in  Scotland,  and  Lord  Ormijlone,  then 
Lord  Juftice  Clerk,  was  one  of  the  mod 
active,  and  diligent  amongft  them,  for 
executing  the  Bulinefs  relating  to  the  For¬ 
feited  Eflates  of  thofe  Lords  and  Gotnmo- 

*  4  .  -  4  *  ■* 

tiers  who  had  been  in  the  Rebellion . 

.  JL  1 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  made  a  ftrong 
Party  in  Scotland ,  and  oppofed  all  their 
Meafures,  right  or  wrong  ;  and,  as  his 
Party  feemed  to  be  on  the  merciful  Side, 
it  took  and  increafed  greatly  in  Scotland , 
fo  that  they  carried  a  great  many  of  the 
Elections  for  Members  of  Parliament,  and 
then  his  Grace  pufh'd  the  Court,  in  his 
own  Way,  to  make  himfelf  abfolutely  a 
neceffary  Man. 


This 
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This  great  Nobleman  was  a  lively 
Infiance  of  Scotch  Pride  and  Ambition  • 
he  would  not  fubmit  to  or  be  controuled 
by  any  Man,  it  he  could  poffibly  help  it, 
nor  would  he  ferve,  or  be  ferved  in  any 
other  Way  than  his  own :  Yet  he  had 
as  much  Honour ,  as  Ambition  could  allow 
of ;  and  firongly  of  C a  far's  Opinion, 

Aut  Cj5e s ar,  aut  Nullus. 

t  ‘  t 

I  heard  his  Grace  aver,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  “  That  he  durfl  fay,  before 
that  auguji  Affembly,  that,  of  all  the 
“  Employments  and  Stations  he  had  had 
under  him,  both  at  Court  and  in  the 
“  Army,  under  fo  many  different  Sove- 
**  reigns,  he  never  had,  nor  would,  dif- 
‘‘  pofe  of  any  one  for  Money.”  I  believe 
it  to  be  a  great  Truth  ;  but  he  difpofed 
of  them  with  fo  much  Prudence  and 
Judgment,  to  neceffary  and  ufeful  Men, 
that  would  Hand  by  him  at  all  Hazards ; 
fo  as  to  enable  him,  to  make  himfelf  ab- 
fblutely  neceffary  to  a  Court,  and  confe- 
quently  to  carry  his  own  Views  and  De- 
figns  j  as  the  late  great  Lord  Godolphin  ob- 

ferved. 
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ierved,  Of  all  the  young  'Nobleman ,  he  ever 
hmo,  Argyll  had  the  keen  eft  Appetite , 
and  the  quickcfl  Dtgejlion . 

All  my  Patrons  were  now  in  play,  of 
all  the  Party  Lord  Or  mi  [lone  was  the  mod 
bufy,  and  very  zealous  in  fupprejfing  the 
Rebellion ,  and  Oppt'CfftUty  the  Rebels  ;  fo 
that  he  became  univerfally  hated  in  Scot- 
land ,  where  they  called  him,  the  Curfe 
of  Scotland  -  and  when  the  Ladies  were  at 
Cards,  playing  the  Nine  of  Diamonds , 
(commonly  called,  the  Curfe  of  Scotland ) 
they  called  it,  the  fufltce  Clerk.  He 
was  indeed  of  a  hot  Temper,  and  violent 
in  all  his  Meafures.  I  was  then  in  great 
Friendfhip  and  Efteem  with  his  Lady, 
who  was  daily  preffing  him  to  do  forae- 
thins  for  me  at  Court.  I  was  fo  much 

O 

efteemed  one  of  their  Family  ,  that  it  led 

me  into  Inconveniences ;  fo  that  I  could 

fcarce  Efcape  falling  into  Quarrels  upon 

his  Account ;  for  I  did  not  care  to  hear 

* 

one  ahttfed,  with  whom  I  was  in  fo  ftrict 
Friendfhip. 

Then 
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■  Then  away  I  went  to  Court  again,  re- 
commenied  as  formerly  in  very  pr effing 
Terms  (for  now  I  was  reckoned  one  of 
the  Party,  and  a  Sufferer  on  that  Account) 
to  my  old  Friends  the  Dukes  of  Montrofe 
and  Roxbrugh,  the  Earls  of  Ha  dint  on 
and  Rothes,  and  "John  Cokburne ,  Efq;  I 
had  likewile  Letters  from  him  to  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland ,  and  General  C ado  ran  z 

o  * 

(now  Lord  Cadogan J  and  I  was  over— 
flu  died  with  the  Hopes  of  Succefs  5  I 
wanted  to  be  a  great  Man ,  but  I  did  not 
know  how.  I  was  very  kmd;y  received, 
by  my  Scotch  Friends,  had  a  general  In¬ 
vitation  to  their  Houfes,  and  was  always 
admitted  with  Freedom  to  their  Table  and 
Convention  :  But,  of  all  of  them,  my 
r  nton  was  my  Choice :  <c  He 
was  of  a  facetious  Wit  and  Idum our, 
weihverfed  in  all  modern  Learning,  and 
whe  befl-naturcd  Man  living  :  Pie  was  a 
Root  too,  having  compofed  feveral  Po- 
a  ems.  Lampoons ,  &c.  for  his  own  Amufe- 
nient,  but  never  pubhfhed  ;  Some  of 
them  were  exceedingly  well  done,  not 
^  only  according  to  my  final]  Judgment, 

:  :  u  but 
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“  but  of  the  beft  judges:”  Fori  have 
{hewn  feveral  of  them  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot ; 
and  I  fpent  fo  much  of  my  Time  with  his 
Lordfhip,  that  I  was  diftinguifhed  as  Lord 
Hadinten' s  Doftor. 

v 

Time  now  dipt  away  very  pleafantly 
with  me  ;  for  I  was  not  at  all  anxious 
about  what  was  to  come,  fo  I  could  only 
get  Money  to  anfwer  my  prefent  Expences  $ 
which  I  found  Means  to  do,  by  running 
myfelf  into  about  a  1000  /.  in  Debt,  which 
I  then  look’d  upon  as  a  Trifle,  tho’  I  had 
not  one  Shilling  to  pay  it  with,  and  took 
the  Obligation  to  be  done  to  thofe  I  bor¬ 
rowed  the  Money  of,  as  I  retained  a  grate¬ 
ful  Senfe  of  the  Favour,  and  was  fully 
refolved  to  repay  it,  with  double  the  Ser¬ 
vice,  as  foon  as  it  was  in  my  Power, 
which  I  never  in  the  lead  doubted  of: 
And,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  my 
Life-time ,  I  have  been  ftrongly  of  this  O- 
pinion,  upon  what  Reafon,  or  Founda¬ 
tion,  God  only  knows ;  for,  I  am  fure,  I 
do  not  know,  nor  no-body  elfe  ;  nay,  I 
would  not  receive  a  Favour,  or  Obliga¬ 
tion 
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tion  from  any  one,  that  I  had  not  a  Re¬ 
gard  and  Efteem'  for,  but  defpifed  their 
Offer  and  held  their  Perfons  in  Contempt: 
This  was  fetting  myfelf  up  in  Opposition 
to  the  far  greateft  Part  of  Mankind;  which 
could  not  but  End  in  my  Downfal ;  and 
I  even  then  had  fuch  a  competent  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  World,  as  to  know,  that  this 
was  an  imprudent  and  bad  Way  of  ma- 
naging  Affairs ;  yet,  in  all  the  different 
Shapes  of  my  Life,  I  never  had  it  in  my 
Power  to  break  myfelf  of  this  Foible,  even 
when  I  was  fmarting  feverely  for  its  bad 
Conlequences : 

Unalterable  Nature  !  O  Vanity  f 

m  *  ,  ;•  V  ..  .  1  10 

T  o  be  fare,  never  a  young  Fellow  ap¬ 
peared  at  firft  in  the  World  in  better  Com¬ 
pany  than  I  did  -7  thefe  Noblemen  made  a 
Companion  of  me,  which  introduced  me 
to  the  very  firft  and  beft  Company  in 
tgl&ud  •  and  I  had  Vanity  enough  to  think 
that  my  Education  had  put  me  upon  a* 
Level,  if  not  above  them,  in  Convedation, 
ana  I  would  not  facrifice  my  Opinion  to 
the  very  beft  of  them,  upon  no  Confide- 

ration 


() 6  Dr.  HoustounV  Memoirs 

ration  whatever  *,  neither  Prudence  nor 
Interefl  could  induce  me  to  it ;  the  very 
Rock  I  again  fplit  on ;  for  the  Frailties  of 
human  Nature  are  fuch,  not  to  bear 
Contradiction ,  efpecially  from  thofe  in  De¬ 
pendence  ;  even  Lord  Hadinton ,  who 
was  the  beft-natured  Man  that  ever  lived, 
did  not  like  Contradiction.  In  fhort,  I 
do  really  believe,  had  I  been  as  careful, 
induftrious,  and  defirous  of  pleating  the 
Word,  as  of  pleafing  my f elf  in  my  own 
vchimfical  Humours ,  I  had  a  very  fair  Op¬ 
portunity  of  getting  above  the  World  at 
this  Time,  in  a  very  genteel  Way,  and 
confequently  prevented  the  many  Mis¬ 
fortunes  that  afterwards  attended  me  ; 
but  at  that,  or  any  other  Time,  I  would 
facrifice  my  Intereji  to  my  Joke ;  for  no¬ 
thing  but  my  fuperlative  Vanity  made  me 
lofe  ground  with  my  good-natured  Lord 
Hadinton ,  and  others ;  and,  in  the  whole 

**  T  *.  *♦ 

Courfe  of  my  Years,  1  never  could  bring 
myfelf  to  any  Thing  that  had  the  lead: 
TinCture  of  Flattery ,  efpecially  to  a  Friend 
I  regarded,  and  only  to  a  Perfon  I  hated 
by  way  of  Irony  :  Which  has  been  fome 

Thou- 
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^  • 

Thoufands  of  Pounds  out  of  my  Way, 
And  the  greateft  Genius  in  the  World, 
that  is  not  conducted  by  Prudence >  mu  ft 
Inifcarry  j 

f  >  *  V  0 

Nullum  numen  adejl,fi  abfit  Prudentta; 

So  that  I  now  began  to  lofe  Ground 
with  the  World,  and  perceived  my  Friends 
flighted  me,  by  ufing  me  with  lefsFreedom 
than  formerly  :  But,  inftead  of  enquiring 
into  the  true  Caufe  and  amending,  I  re¬ 
paid  them,  as  near  as  I  was  capable  of 
Judging,  in  their  own  Coin  5  and,  fo 
far  from  fawning,  cringing,  and  flatter¬ 
ing  ,  I  went  on  the  other  Extreme ,  by 
boldly  (tho’  imprudently  telling  them,' 
that  they  ufed  me  ill,  by  feeding  me 
with  fair  Promifes,  and  doing  nothing  for 
me  3  at  the  fame  Time  telling  them  a 
naked  Truth,  that  the  Scotch  Squadronee 
Party  had  fearee  Intereft  enough  at  Court 
to  fupport  themfelves,  they  beitig  near 
their  Downfall ,  which  happened  very 
foon  after:  For  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Argyll  had  got  a  ftrong  Party  in  the  Houje 
of  Commons ,  which  thwarted  all  the  Court 

H  hi  e  a  ^ 
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Meafures,  and  his  Grace’s  Party  thwarted 
the  Defigns  and  difeoncerted  all  the  Mea- 
lures  of  the  <S quadronee  Party^  in  fucli 
a  manner,  that  they  could  not  proceed  any 
longer,  efpecially  in  the  dirty  Part  of  them, 
without  running  the  Hazard  of  raifing  the 
People  into  a  fecond  Rebellion.  So  the 
Court  was  now  abfolutely  obliged  to  take 
his  G:ace  into  Play  again  upon  his  own 
Terms  j  and  he  foon  got  the  Afcendency 
over  the  Squadronees ,  and  ufed  them  ac¬ 
cordingly.  So,  by  Experience,  I  found 
that  my  Genius  was  not  adapted  to  a  Court , 
unlefs  I  could  have  been  a  Duke  of  Argyll , 
whofe  Method  I  liked  dearly  j  but  his 
Abilities  were  great. 

Bank-stock  now  began  to  run  low 
with  me,  and,  as  Duns  increaled,  Credit 
funk  in  Proportion  ;  fo  that  I  was  obliged 
to  make  ufe  of  all  the  Arts  that  my  Inven¬ 
tion  could  find  out,  to  keep  mylelf  from 
finking  under  the  Weight  of  fuch  a  heavy 
Burden .  I  freely  acknowledge,  that  I  found 
out  many  Ways  and  Means,  not  Intirely 
confiftent  with  ftridt  Honour  and  Ho¬ 
ne  fty, 


ht 
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nefly,  at  the  fame  Time  I  declare,  that 
my  Intentions  were  not  to  defraud  any 
body  of  their  juft  Right,  but  to  fave  myfelf 
from  immediate  Deilrudtion,  that  I  might 
Hand  the  Chance  of  being  in  a  Capacity 
to  extricate  myfelf,  and  repaying  allFavcurs 
with  Honour  and  Gratitude.  So  that  I 
was  like  a  Man  fwimming  for  Life,  who 
at  the  Iaft  Gafp  will  lay  hold  of  any 
Thing  to  keep  himfelf  from  Drowning. 

Triis  Conduft  was  only  again  de¬ 
ceiving  myfelf,  which  retorted  upon  my¬ 
felf  at  laft  with  double  Force.  It  requires 
indeed  a  great  deal  of  Refolution  to  think 
in  bad  Circumjiances ;  but  not  daring  to 
think,  and  taking  all  Methods  to  divert 
thought,  is  what  precipitates  many  on  one 
into  immediate  Ruin,  which,  upon  mature 
Deliberation,-  might  have  been  prevented, 

T  o  preferve  the  fmall  Remains  of  Cre¬ 
dit  I  had  left,  I  was  obliged  to  keep  up 
an  outward  Shew,  an  handfome  Apart¬ 
ment  in  Town,  (by  the  by  within  the 
Verge  of  the  Court)  a  'Footman  in  Livery, 

H  2  going 
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going  abroad  genteelly  drefs’d  now  and  then 
in  a  Chair,  were  absolutely  nccelTary  ;  for 
any  .Signs  of  Poverty  would  have  funk  me 
immediately  with  the  common  People  ; 
for,  tho  the  Lradefmen  in  London  are  more 
extenfive  in  their  Credit ,  than  any  People 
in  the  World,  they  have  no  Bowels  of 
Companion,  in  regard  to  any  Thing  but 
their  own  Intereft.  I  alfo  had  a  Retire¬ 
ment  in  the  Country  near  London,  whither 
I  ufed  frequently  to  retreat  with  my  Houfe- 
keeper ,  to  avoid  Duns,  Arrejls,  &c.  and 
when  I  came  to  Town,  I  always  kept  the 
moft  expenfive  Company  :  So  that  it  was 
aftonifhing  to  every  body,  even  to  my  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  how  I  lived ;  for  I  followed 
no  Bufinefs  at  that  Time,  and  no  body 
was  privy  to  my  Affairs  *  which  confirm’d 
to  me  the  old  Maxim, 

/* 

Neccjity  is  the  Mother  of  Invention ,  and 
has  no  Law. 

For  T  played  a  thoufand  lawlefs  Tricks,  by 
bribing  and  bilking  Bailiffs  and  Attorneys, 
and,  inftead  of  holding  me  to  Bail  under 
an  Arretf,  I  made  thofo  very  Attorneys 
and  Bailiffs  perfuade  their  Clients  to  ad¬ 
vance 
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vance  me  more  Money  on  Bond,  make 
up  a  Sum  as  they  called  it ;  but  ftill  with 
an  Intention  to  pay  as  foon  as  it  was  in  my 
Power. 


A  Man  never  exerts  himfelf  but  when  he 
is  rouzed  by  his  Defires,  and  the  ftronger 
his  Defires,  with  the  greater  Force  of 
Invention  he  exerts  himfelf  5  for  if  he  had 
no  Defires  his  Ingenuity  and  Abilities 
would  lie  dormant  for  ever :  And  thus  pri¬ 
vate  Vices  become  publick  Benefits  5  for  the 
Extravagancies  of  private  Perfons,  Sea¬ 
faring  and  other  ingenious,  fluffing  Peo- 
.  pie,  drive  them  to  feek  after  and  fetch 
Riches,  at  a  great  Risk,  from  foreign 
Countries,  which  is  all  fpentatHome,  to 
the  Publick  s,  more  than  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Benefit.  I  myfelf,  in  the  Courfe  I  have 
run,  have  difpofed  of  at  leal!  20,000  1. 
in  this  Manner,  which  I  have  ftated  to 
Profit  and  Lois :  Therefore  there’s  a  much 

greater  Art  in  keeping  than  in  getting 
Money. 


I 


put  my  Relation’s  Bond  in  Suit 


again!! 
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againfl  him,  and,  after  a  long  and  expen- 
five  Suit,  my  Lawyers  found  him  to  be 
infolvent :  When  I  would  not  allow  them 
to  diftrefs  his  Perfon,  they  came  upon  me 
for  the  whole  Colts  at  once,  and  diftreffed 
my  Perfon. 

,  l  ’  '  '  ;  1  *.  ‘ 

T  h  e  Attorney  I  employed  took  out  a 
Warrant  to  arreft  me  in  a  very  treacherous 
and  villainous  Manner  ;  for  he  invited  me 
to  his  Houfe  in  great  Friendfhip,  and 
arrefled  me  at  his  own  Table;  upon  which 
I  ftuck  him,  got  off,  and  was  obliged  to 
abfcond  for  fome  Months,  till  the  Fellow 
recovered,  and  I  got  the  Affair  made  up  ; 
but  it  proved  the  molt  troublefome  I  had 
ever  met  with  at  that  Time.  In  fhort, 
if  I  was  to  repeat  all  that  paffed  in  this 
Scene  of  my  Life,  it  would  make  a  very 
goon  Dragi-comical  Farce. 

Whilst  I  was  at  the  Height  'of  my 

whimfical  and  humorous  Pleafures,  I  had 

three  different  Lodgings  in  different  Parts 

of  this  great  Metropolis,  (the  Inhabitants 

as  widely  different  from  one  another,  as  if 

they 
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they  were  not  the  fame  Nation)  and  three 
different  Suits  of  Cloaths ;  one  very  fine 
for  the  Court,  another  grave  for  the  City, 
the  third  a  Footman’s  Drefs:  I  adapted 
myfelf  to  the  Humours  of  my  Company, 
according  to  my  Drefs,  tho’  perhaps  not 
to  Perfedtion,  yet  greatly  to  the  Satisfac¬ 
tion  of  my  own  Fancy. 

'There's  a  Pleafure  in  being  mad ,  that 
none  but  Madmen  know. 

D  uring  thefe  Embroils,  there  was  a. 
Gentleman  in  London ,  an  intimate  Ac- 
quaintance  of  mine,  who  knew  the  Place 
pf  my  Retirement,  and  the  Gaufe  of  it, 
came  down  into  the  Country  to  fee  me. 
Talking  freely  of  my  Affairs,  he  run  out 
in  Commendation  of  George  Middleton t 
Banker  in  the  Strand ,  (whom  I  knew  very 
well)  as  a  good-natur’d,  friendly  Man : 
“  And,  faid  he,  if  you  would  apply  to  him, 
“  I  dare  fay  he  would  afiift  you  with 
“  a  little  Money.”  I  paufed  a  little,  but 
faid  nothing ;  and,  when  he  was  taking 
leave  of  me,  he  again  faid,  cc  Try  Middle- 
“  ton."  On  revolving  my  anxious  Thoughts 

h4  within 
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within  myfelf,  I  came  to  a  Refolution  t.o 
try  him  :  So  1  ventured  up  to  Town, 
huddled  myfelf  up  in  a  Chair,  and  waited 
©n  Mr.  Middleton .  After  a  little  Convex 
fation,  I  broke  the  Affair  to  him,  he  look’d 
demure  and  fliy  on  me,  (at  leaft  I  thought 
fo)  and  then  faid,  “  I  ihould  be  glad  to 
cc  do  you  any  little  Service  in  my  Power  > 
“  hut  Money  is  hard  to  be  got  now-a-days 
•  ‘  but,  if  it  is  only  a  little  you  want,  I  will 
“  ferve  you,  and  you  may  draw  on  me 
“  by  the  Hands  of  the  above-mentioned 
“  Gentleman j”  (naming  him.)  So  I  took 
my  Leave,  and  away  I  went  to  this  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Chambers  in  the  Temple :  Myfirft 
Draught  was  for  too  /.  which  was  ac¬ 
cepted  ;  and  I  left  the  Management  of  all 
my  Affairs  to  this  Gentleman,  who  was 
a  very  clever  Fellow,  and  a  fail  Friend. 

By-  this  Time  the  /luck  Attorney  was 
quite  out  of  Panger,  being  Abroad;  and 
they  were  negociating  how  to  make  up 
the  whole  Affair  with  him :  So  I  retired 

*  .  4 

again  into  my  Banifbment,  where  I  had 
Leifure  enough  to  refledt  on  the  Follies  of 
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my  mifpent  Time:  But  to  divert  thefe 
melancholy  Thoughts,  I  amufed  myfelf 
by  writing  a  Play ,  and  called  it, 

Money ,  the  Emperor  of  the  World  l 

reprefenting  the  Emperor  fitting  on  a 
Throne  of  great  Magnificence,  and  by  him 
placed  a  capacious  Machine,  in  form  of  a 
Cone,  with  the  Bafe  upwards,  reaching 
^nd opening  to  theCieling  of  theHoufe,  to 
which  was  joined  aWheel,  and  by  turning 
thisWheel  there  was  to  come  down  a  con¬ 
tinual  Flow  of  Money ,  from  an  inexhau- 
ftible  Source.  The  whole  World  is  ad- 
dreflirig  his  Imperial  Majefty  by  Turns  ; 
Kings,  Courtiers,  Divines,  Lawyers,  Phy- 
ficians,  and  Tradefmen  :  At  a  Diftance 
was  placed  a  great  Multitude  of  the  Po¬ 
pulace  ;  all,  from  the  King  to  the  Cobler, 
harangue  this  grand  Monarch  to  ferve  their 
different  Views  and  Defigns  in  their  own 
Way.  But  the  whole  at  laft  appears  to  be 
mere  Delufion,  and  all  ends  in  the  fame 
ultimate  Defign,  abfolute  Obedience  to  his 
Imperial  Majefy ,  Money! 

Though 
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Though  it  is  true,  that, 

cfotus  Mundus  agit  Hijlrionem. 

Aet,  if  my  Underftanding  had  been 
much  better  than  it  really  was,  it  was  im- 
polTible  for  me  at  thofe  Y ears  to  enter  into 
Men  and  Things,  fo  as  to  be  equal  to  lo 
great  a  Talk  •,  for  it  is  certain  the  whole 
World  aim  and  drive  at  one  and  the 
feme  grand  Point ;  but  there  are  fuch  an 
infinite  Number  of  Ways  and  Means  of 
endeavouring  to  arrive  at  the  grand  Point , 
and  fo  many  Struggles  and  Difficulties  lie 
in  the  Way  of  gaining  it,  that  few  or  none 
ever  come  completely  to  the  End  o'f  their 
Courfe,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  hit  the  Mark  fully , 
which  is  the  Caufe  of  fuch  a  ftupendious 
Variety  amongft  Mankind:  As  for  Example- 

Money  begets  Power  without  Limi¬ 
tation  ;  and  He  that  has  the  moft  Power 
is  the  greatcft  Man ;  and  confequently 
this  Emperor  of  ours  is  the  greateft  of  all, 
he  is  Commander  in  Chief  ’  and  the  Gran¬ 
deur  of  the  reft  only  depends  on  the  Pro¬ 
portion  they  bear  of  his  Favour. 


This 
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This  over-bearing  grand  Monarch  in¬ 
vades  and  fwallows  up  at  once,  by  fupe- 
rior  Force,  his  neighbouring  Monarchs, 
who  all  had  the  fame  Views  that  he  had. 

Kings  never  want  Pretences  for  War  1 

and  difpofleffes  them  of  their  Dominions, 
and  confequently  difappoints  them  of  their 
Aim,  and  enflaves  Millions  more  of  his 
Fellow-creatures  for  his  own  Subjects :  So 
this  is  reckoned  a  great ,  victorious,  and 
glorious  Emperor ;  whereas,  in  reality, 
he  is  a  vile,  abominable,  and  abhoi  1  ^ble 
OppreJJ'or,  a  Nufance  to  Mankind,  the 
Bane  and  Peft  of  Society  :  And  the  more 
Stratagems  and  Deceit  the  Generals  ufed} 
who  executed  his  Orders  and  Defigns,  the 
fooner  they  were  allowed  to  be  the  greatejl 
Generals  of  the  Age  ;  but  more  defervedly 
they  ought  to  be  called,  the  greatef  Mon - 
fters  of  Wickednefs  and  Rapine.  For,  as 
one  Murder  by  theLaws  of  Society  deferves 
Death,  Thoufands  defer ve  a  thoufand 
Times  worfe ;  yet  thefe  Divejlers  are  the 
Idols  of  the  World  ;  and  All,  All,  All 
pay  pafive  Obedience ,  and  Non-refifiance 

to 
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to  this  great  King  of  Kings,  univerfal  Mo¬ 
narch,  and  abfolute  Emperor  of  this  World, 

as  well  in  Ecclefiafical  as  in  Civil' and  Mi¬ 
litary  Affairs, 

In  War  there’s  only  one  Side  guilty, 
Mother  is  lawful,  by  the  firrt  and  ftrongeft 
Law  of  Nature,  Self-defence.  The  judi¬ 
cious  Hiftorian,  M.  de  Rapin  fays,  “  It  is 
“  a  lamentable  Thing,  that  Ambition, 
by  which  Princes  are  inclined  to  invade 
“  the  Property  of  others,  fhould  pals  in 
“  the  World  for  a  Virtue ,  (which  is  really 
*■  a  Vice )  and  that  an  Hiftorian,  byRea- 
“  fon  of  Men’s  depraved  Notions,  fhould 
“  not  dare  to  reprefent  it  in  its  true  Co- 
“  lours ;  fince,  generally  fpeaking,  they 
“  are  your  ambitious  Princes,  that  are  ho-^ 
te  noured  with  the  Sirname  of  Great!' 

That  is  to  fay,  in  fhort,  that  thefe 
are  juft  fuch  Princes  as  we  have  deferibed 
our  grand  Monarch ;  only  in  a  lefter  De¬ 
gree  according  to  their  Abilities,  Power 
and  Authority,  who,  after  having  devour¬ 
ed  the  lejfer,  are  devoured  themfelves 

bf 
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by  the  greater ;  and  our  Author  is  forty, 
that  he  dare  not  tell  you  the  Truth.  From 
hence  fprings  the  Source  of  Honour  l  a 
Very  muddy  Source  indeed ! 

I  n  drawing  thofe  Pictures,  I  always 
kept  the  Originals  before  me;  fo  that 
fome  of  the  Speeches  were  almoft  ’verba¬ 
tim  ;  but,  to  perform  fuch  a  Work  per¬ 
fectly,  requires  the  greatefi  Genius ,  and  a 
thorough  Knowledge  of  the  World,  which 
I  was  no  Ways  equal  to ;  and,  if  there 
were  any  Beauties  in  it,  they  were  entirely 
owing  to  fome  Strokes  from  Lord  Hadin- 
tm’s  Hand*  who  did  me  the  Honour  of 
viliting  me  feveral  times  in  my  Banifh- 
ment,  wnich,  I  told  him,  was  owing  to 
the  attractive  Force  of  my  Houfe-kecper, 
an  humble  Servant  of  his  Lordfhip’s.  I 
gave  this  Performance  to  the  Author  of 
Cato's  Letters  •  for  his  Animadverlions,  as 
the  belt  Judge  of  a  Performance  of  this 
Nature,  and  never  enquired  farther  about 
it ;  for  I  foon  got  fomething  of  more  Con* 
fequence  to  mind. 
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I  lived  in  this  Retirement  near  twelve 
Months,  till  the  whole  Affair  was  nego¬ 
tiated,  and  made  up,  which  coft  me  a- 
bove  400  /.  and  Mr.  Middleton  advanced 
the  Money :  In  all,  he  advanced  me  a- 
bout  700  l.  the  moft  extraordinary  Piece 
of  Friendfhip  that  perhaps  ever  was  heard 
of  5  I  dare  fay  not  on  his  own  Rifque,  but 
at  the  Defire  of  fome  Friend ,  or  Friends , 
who  fecured  the  Money  to  him  5  but, 
from  that  Day  to  this,  I  could  never  learn, 
only  guefs’d,  who  were  my  BenefaCtors.- 

T  h  i  s  was  the  moft  generous  and  en¬ 
dearing  Friendfhip  imaginable,  to  ferve  me 
effectually  in  my  own  Way,  at  a  dead 
Lift,  in  fo  genteel  and  handfome  a  Manner  j 
Frue  Friendjhip  !  It  is  incredible  to  think 
of  the  various  Ways  I  took  to  fupport  my 
daily  Expences,  which  were  conftderable, 
and  a  great  deal  larger  than  my  Income ; 
and  it  is  aftonifhing  to  think  what  large 
Sums  of  Money  I  have  railed  from  Time 
to  Time  during  the  Courfe  of  my  Life, 
upon  very  little  or  no  Foundation  ;  but  I 

never  ftuek  at  any  Premium  ■,  tho’  at  other 

Times 
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Times  my  Credit  has  been  funk  fo  low, 
that  I  could  not  raife  a  Shilling.  I  always 
dreaded  Poverty  as  lhameful,  and,  when 
afflkfted  with  it,  have,  with  all  imagina¬ 
ble  Artifice ,  endeavoured  to  conceal  it, 
to  fhun  the  Difgrace  attending  it.  I  ever 
made  the  greateft  Show  when  pooreft ; 
I  have  ordered  a  Chair  to  carry  me  Home 
to  my  Lodgings,  and,  for  Want  of  a  Shil¬ 
ling  in  my  Pocket  to  pay  the  Fare,  have 
kept  it  a  Month,  till  I  could  find  Money  to 
pay  the  whole  ofij  fometimes  at  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  others,  which  at  laft  difcovered 
itfelf  by  meer  Necejfity ,  and  retorted  upon 

myfelf  with  double  Force :  Whereas,  in 
reality, 

Poverty  is  no  Vice,  nor  Riches 
any  Virtue. 

As  of  all  Virtues ,  Friendjhip  is  the. 
greateft,  and  only  dwells  with  great  and 
generous  Souls  j  fo,  of  all  Vices ,  IngratV 
tude  is  the  greateft,  and  only  dwells  with 
mean,  abjedt  Souls :  Tho’  neither  one,  nor 
bother,  falls  under  the  Cognizance  of  hu¬ 
man  Laws :  But  there  is  a  certain,  univer- 
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fal,  Handing  Rule  of  Life,  handed  down 
to  us  from  the  Romans,  without  Excep¬ 
tion,  which  will  continue  to  the  End  of 
the  World  : 

Si  Ingratum  dixirts,  Omnia  dixerts. 

Adverfity  only  can  diftinguilh  true  from 
falfe  Friendfhip. 

I  ft  this  Rotation  of  Time  I  fell  iri 
with  the  famous  (or  rather  infamous )  South- 
Sea  Year,  1720,  when  the  whole  Illand 
of  Great  Britain  was  feized  with  a  conta¬ 
gious,  peftilential  Diftemper,  which  I  call¬ 
ed  a  golden  Phrenzy :  This  Contagion  firft 
broke  out  in  France,  and  fo  contaminated 
the  Air,  that  it  wafted  itfelf  over  into  Bri- 
tain,  and  even  returned  back  and  infedted 

the  Dutch. 

This  South -Sea  Company  was  a  Child 
conceived,  and  brought  forth  by  that  great 
and  able  (I  wifh  I  could  fay  good)  Mint- 
fler,  the  late  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  was  one 
of  the  boldeft,  and  perhaps  beft  Strokes 
that  ever  he  or  any  one  ilruck.  at  fo  criti- 
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cal  a  jiin&ure  of  Time,  when  the  Nation 
was  fo  involved  in  Debt,  to  edablilh  a 
Fwid  for  the  Debts  unprovided  for  •  and 
to  fettle  tl\is  Company,  the  mod:  advanta¬ 
geous  Branch  of  Trade,  that  ever  Britain 
was  polfefled  of,  if  rightly  managed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  original  Plan  laid  down,  to 
open  all  the  Spanifth  Weft  Indian  Ports  to 
the  Britijh  Trade,  without  giving  Um¬ 
brage  to  the  trading  Nations  of  Europe  t 
The  jirftt  againd  the  Wills  of  thefe  very 
Perfons  to  whom  thole  Debts  were  duej 
the  lad:  againd:  the  univerfal  Didike  of  the 
whole  Nation,  particularly  the  Whigs, 
who  were  endeavouring  and  driving  hard, 
at  that  Time,  to  difconcert  all  his  Mea¬ 
sures:  Both  which  he  reduced,  and  eredt- 
ed  a  Scheme,  as  well  for  ascertaining  a 
precarious  Debt,  as  appointing  an  im¬ 
practicable  Commerce  ;  fo  that,  in  lefs 
than  one  Year,  thole,  who  were  the 
greated:  Oppofers  of  the  frit  Steps  in  it, 
were  the  very  Men  who  bought  up  all  the 
Stock:  For  they  oppofed  it  at  firdr 
rather  becaufe  they  envied  him  the  Succefs 
9^  it,  than  that  they  did  not  think  it  the 
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befi  Scheme  that  ever  was  laid  in  the  Na¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Swift ,  in  a  Letter  to  my  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  Middleton  of  Ireland ,  fays  of  my 
Lord  Oxjord ,  “  That  he  was  the  great- 
<c  eft,  the  wifeft,  and  the  moft  uncorrupt 
«  Minifter  he  ever  converfed  with  And 
the  Dean  was  no  bad  Judge  of  Mankind. 

I  never  had  the  Honour  to  be  acquainted 
with  his  Lordfl.ip  perfonally  :  But  what  I 
fay  of  him  in  thefe  Memoirs  is  impartial, 
and  confiftent  with  my  own  Knowledge. 

In  or  about  the  Year  1718,  the  fa¬ 
mous  John  Law ,  Efq;  a  Scotfman  by 
Birth,  then  an  Inhabitant  of  Parts ,  a  na¬ 
turalized  Frenchman ,  projected  a  Scheme, 
for  railing  and  eftablifhing  a  Bank  in  Pans , 
and  an  united  trading  Company  to  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Mijifppi  in  America.  He  incorporated 
the  Stock  of  this  new  Company,  which 
was  raifed  by  Subfcription,  into  Bank- 
Stock,  and  the  whole  united  Stock  was 
negotiated  and  circulated  by  the  Bills  o 

this  new  Bank  j  and  in  a  very  (hort  Time 

Antoni 
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ABions  of  100  Subfcription  rofe  to  500, 
1000,  1800,  2000,  nay,  even  to  3000  and 
upwards.  Then  all  the  Specie  in  France 
was  called  into  the  King’s  Mint,  recoined, 
and  re-delivered  to  the  Proprietors  at  dou¬ 
ble  Value,  by  the  King’s  Edict*  So,-  by 
this  Recoinage  the  King  got  all  the  Mo¬ 
ney  of  France  into  his  Coffers,-  which  put 
an  entire  Stop  to  all  commercial  Corre- 
fpondence  with  other  Nations  and  quite 
funk  the  Exchange  into  little  or  nothing  : 

No  Exchange  ! 

'  r  *  *  y 

The  calamitous  EffeBs  of  abfolute  Go¬ 
vernment  ! 

All  chimerical  Notions  ! 

Ridiculous  ProjeBs  ! 

Cajlles  in  the  Air  ,<without  any  Foundation! 

r  a 

only  to  ferve  the  Views  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  then  Regent  of  France :  A  very 
great  Man!  of  a  moft  extend ve  Capacity 
and  great  Abilities,  who  concerted  Mea- 
lures  with,  and  made  life  of  Mr.  Law 3 
only  as  a  Tool  to  ferve  his  own  Purpofes, 
and  to  execute  his  deep-laid  Schemes. 
He  put  him  at  the  Head  of  the  Finances , 
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and  made  him  Director  of  this  Royal 
Bank ;  all  which  he  accomplifhed  in  his 
own  Life-time.  By  this  Method  he  paid 
off  an  immenfe  Sum  that  old  Louis  le 
Grand  had  contracted,  and  owed  to  his 
own  Subjects,  without  putting  one  Sous 
in  their  Pockets  •,  but,  on  the  contrary  ? 
made  them  very  conflderable  Debtors  to 
the  Grown,  by  their  own  voluntary  Tranf* 
aCtions :  And  then  Attions  in  this  Stock 
funk  to  their  primitive  Nothing ,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Source  and  Parent  of  all  the  fubfe- 
quent  Bubbles ,  great  and  fmall,  in  Europe , 
South-Sea ,  See.  See.  Sec.  At  the  fame 
Time  the  once  fo  great  Mr.  Law,  who 
has  had  the  firfl:  Peers  of  France  attending 
his  Levee  in  his  Profperity,  was  oblig’d 
to  fly  from  the  Fury  of  the  People,  and 
died  worth  little  or  nothing: 

Sic  tranfit  Gloria  Mundi  ! 

I  n  the  whole  Time  I  never  heard,  knew 
or  fo  much  as  read  of  one  Angle  Li¬ 
lian  ce  o £  Gratitude  in  a  Frenchman,  from 
the  higheft  to  the  lowed;  of  them. 

By  this  Spunge,  of  paying  off  all  the  pub- 

lick 
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lick  Debts  at  once,  and  heaping  up  all  the 
Treafure  in  the  King’s  Coffers,  France  re¬ 
gained  Strength  to  attempt  again  what  the 
vain-glorious  grand  Monarch,  Louis  XIV. 
had  been  aiming  at  all  his  whole  Life-time, 
almoft  to  the  entire  Ruin  and  Deftru&ion 
of  his  own  Country, 

'To  give  Laws  to  Fur  ope. 

But  we  find  by  Experience,  that  Mon  ev 
is  the  only  Law-giver  of  Europe. 

a  \  „  A  v  ■  >  •*  *  £ 

That  this  Bubble  did  take  with  a 
giddy,  volage,  precipitate  Nation,  under 
a  defpotic  Government,  is  not  fo  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  but  how  it  could  be  intro¬ 
duc’d  into  a  Nation  of  Liberty  and  Proper¬ 
ty,  under  the  belt  regulated  Constitution  in 
the  whole  World,  is  incredible  tho’  cer¬ 
tain;  for  in  about  two  Years  after  there 
were  Propofals  made  in  England ,  by  the 
Bank  and  South-Sea  C ompanies,  of  incor¬ 
porating  the  Government  Annuities  into 
their  Stock,  for  the  more  eafy  difcharging 
the  Government’s  Debts.  The  South-Sea 
Company’s  Propofals  were  accepted  of; 

I  3  and. 
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and,  in  lefs  than  twelve  Months  Time, 
their  Stock  rofe  from  ioo  to  1300  and 
upwards,  on  Notions  equally  chimerical 
and  ridiculous  with  the  French  Adlions  : 
At  the  fame  Time  there  were  hundreds 
of  other  Bubbles  going  on,  every  one  of 
them  more  ridiculous  than  the  other,  ’till 
the  Difeafe,  the  Phrenzy  came  to  a  Crifis, 
when  the  grand  Bubble  broke,  and  va¬ 
nished  at  once  into  Air,  to  the  entire  De_ 
ftruftion  of  many,  they  being  like  a  Par¬ 
cel  of  Carrion  Crows,  eating  out  the  Bow- 
els  of  one  another  ;  and  which,  was  word: 
of  all,  the  Government’s  Debts  were  left 

C  \ 

unpaid,  nay,  not  in  the  lead:  diminished : 
A  Calamity  never  to  be  forgot  in  the  Ifland 
of  Great  Britain  ! 

•  #  ,  -f  •  .  •*  -/-*•*  \ 

•  \  ;  '.J  /  l 

/  *■  T- 

T  his  contagious  Diftemper  alfo 
reached  and  infected  the  phlegmatic 
Dutch ,  and  raged  for  fome  Time  with 
Violence  amongft  them,  ’till  the  States, 
General  thought  fit  to  apply  an  effectual 
Remedy,  wrhich  timely  prevented  the  De- 
ffruiftion  of  their  Trade,  and  Ruin  of  their 
Country. 

I  WAS 

Jf  •  .  .  — * 
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I  was  on  the  Field  of  Battle  during  the 
whole  Adtion  in  London :  Imagination 
cannot  form  to  itfelf  any  Idea  of  tuch  a 
Scene  without  feeing  the  Farce ,  which 
ended  in  deep  Tragedy  ;  from  the  fir  11 
Quality  to  the  meaneft  Xradefman  hurt¬ 
ling  and.  joftling  together,  and  dealing  pr.o- 
mifcuoufly  for  Thoufands  of  Pounds  in  a 
Minute :  Credit  was  fo  extenrtve,  that  it 
was  in  the  Hands  of  every  body,  they  only 
wanted  your  Name  for  it.  Methought, 

I  made  no  bad  Figure  in  the  Play  myfelf, 
which  even  exceeded  my  moft  fanguine 
Hopes;  I  never  dreamt  of  lefs  than  three 
or  four  Thoufand  a  Year ; 

j this  was  the  golden  Age  ! 

This  the  Philofopher  s  Stone  ! 

This  the  Magic  Wand ,  by  a  Pouch  turn w 
ing  every  Thing  into  Gold ! 

The  very  Face  of  Nature  was  changed  ; 
all  were  Brothers  of  Profperity  ;  there  was 
room  enough  for  all  to  deal,  if  they  could 
find  Room  to  ftand  ?  The  only  Difficulty 
remained  was,  where  to  find  Worlds  enow 
to  purchafe:  For,  during  the  Violence 
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of  this  raging  Dijiemper ,  I  durft  fay,  the 
daily  Tranfaftions  in  Stock-Jobbing ,  in 
and  about  Change- Alley ,  amounted  to  a 
greater  Sunt  than  the  whole  circulating 
Cadi  of  Great  Britain  amaffed  together 
.A  n d  the  Flififppi  AG ions  m  France  ex 
ceeded  our  South-Sea  Actions  three  to 
one  )  and  the  Jlow  Dutch  were  not  far 
behind  us  in  Madnefs. 

AJlonijhing  Madnefs  ! 

Philosophers  agree,  that  Happinefs 
and  Mifery  coniilf  chiefly  in  the  Imagi¬ 
nation  ;  as  Happinefs  is  only  a  Privation 
of  Mifery,  io  is  Plealure  a  Piivation  of 
Pain,  and  confifts  in  being  more  cr  lefs 
dependent  on  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of 
another ;  So  this  pleafing  Delirium  was 
oniverfal,  every  body  was  greatly  pleafed 
and  fully  fitisfled  within  himfelf  and 
thought  himfelf  happy ,  and  only  wanted  to 
pufh  to  a  higher  Degree  of  Happinefs,  in 
Emulation  to  their  Neighbours;  ’till  they 
plunged  themfelves  into  Mifery.  I  had 
Letters  from  all  Corners  of  Britain ,  espe¬ 
cially  from  my  Relations,  congratulating 

me 
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me  of  my  great  and  good  Fortune ,  fetting 
forth  the  great  Friendjhip t  Regard,  and 
RefpeCt  they  had  for  me,  and  how  nearly 
they  were  related  to  me. 

Donee  eris  feelix ,  multos  numerabis  amicos  $ 
Nullus  ad  amijfas  ibit  amicus  opes.  Ovid. 

Dum  pauper  ubique  jacet, 

T  h  o’  thefe  Memorandums  were  only  for 
my  private  Reflexion,  I  do  folemnly  de¬ 
clare,  that  I  was  never  afked  a  Favour 
perfonally,  that  was  in  my  Power,  but 
what  -I  granted  j  and  I  always  had  infi¬ 
nitely  more  Pleafure  in  granting  than  in 
receiving  a  Favour.  It  may  perhaps  be 
filked,  Why  all  thefe  Debts  contracted 

before  I  met  with  this  Grandeur  and 
“  Riches,  were  not  then  difeharged  ?” 
Therefore  I  do  again  declare,  that  no-body 
ever  had  occafion  to  afk  me  twice  for  what 
was  in  my  Power  to  do  at  once  :  But  as 
thefe  Debts  were  moftly  divided  into  fmall 
Sums,  and  lay  in  different  Hands,  few 
at  that  Time  thought  it  worth  while  to 
afk  for  Trifles.  My  NegleCt,  indeed,  was 
not  finding  them  out,  which  I  over¬ 
looked 
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looked  as  Trifles,  being  always  ready  on 
Call  with  double  Service. 

I  made  it  myBufinefs  to  wait  on  Mr. 
G or don>  Son  to  my  dear  Friend,  late  Banker 
in  Paris,  and  told  him  the  Obligations 
I  lay  under  to  his  Father,  and  offered  him 
the  Money  with  my  humble  Service;  the 
Fellow,  who  dunned  me  fo  feverely  for 
it,  by  this  Time  being  ruined.  He  re, 
ccived  me  very  genteelly,  but  would,  not 
receive  the  Money  ;  we  continued  our  Ac¬ 
quaintance  with  great  Intimacy.  He  afk  d 
me  fome  time  afterwards,  to  engage  with 
him  in  a  South-Sea  Contract,  and  I  rea_ 
dily  and  with  Pleafure  confented  to,  which 
turned  out  2200  /.  to  his  Lofs  •,  and  I 
was  feverely  handled  for  it  afterwards  as 

his  Surety, 

Lord  William  Johnflone,  Son  of  the 

Marquefs  of  Annandale,  defired  me  to  be 

his  Bondfman  for  800  /.  which  I  readily 

did,  and  fifteen  Years  afterwards  I  wasdd- 

treffed  for  it  with  Intereft,  and  Cofts  of 

Suit;  and,  when  I  applied  to  his  Brother, 

in-law, 


. 
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in-law,  the  Earl  of  Hoptoun ,  (who  iuc- 

ceeded  to  a  very  good  Eflate  by  his  Death, 
and  has  a  very  great  Eflate  of  his  own)  he 
abfolutely  refufed  me  any  Relief,  and  told 
me,  Lord  William' s  Eflate  was  an  entailed 
Eflate  by  his  Mother,  and  was  not  liable 
to  his  Debts ;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  pay 
above  fifteen  hundred  Pounds  for  him, 
without  getting  Relief  for  one  Shilling 
from  his  Eflate,  which  Lord  Hoptoun  p  o  fi¬ 
fe  ffes,  as  I  am  told,  of  about  800  /.  a 


Year. 
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My  Riches  and  Grandeur  did  not  lafi: 
above  feven  or  eight  Months,  before  I 
was  funk  into  a  deeper  Abyfs  than  ever, 
with  at  lead;  five  thoufand  Pounds  Weight 
more  than  I  was  able  to  pay  at  the  Clofe 
of  Affairs,  which  bore  me  down  fo  that  I 
could  never  get  my  Head  fairly  above 
Water  at  Home  ;  it  banifhed  me  abroad, 
with  a  frefh  Attack  at  every  Return,  fo  as 
to  keep  me  out  of  Bufinefs  from  time  to 
time  :  Though  I  reckoned  myfelf  once 
worth  20,000  /.  chimerically,  but  I  cer¬ 
tainly,  with  good  Management,  could 

have 
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have  realized  a  great  Part  of  this  S*un 
hut  that  would  not  do.  The  la  ft  Contract 
I  difcharged  was  to  George  Middleton,  (for 
what  Cafh  I  had  I  always  kept  with  him) 
when  I  paid  him  feventeen  hundred  and 
odd  Pounds,  Cafh  in  his  own  Hands,  and 
he  gave  me  a  Receipt  for  it,  the  old  Debt 
included,  in  full  of  all  Demands. 

I  recovered,  indeed  afterwards,  up¬ 
on  one  ol  my  South-Sea  Contrails,  with 
Col.  TJrquhart ,  twenty  feven  hundred 
Pounds  by  meer  Dint  of  my  Lawyer’s  good 
Management ;  the  Colonel  being  then  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  worth  a  good  deal 
of  Money,  all  got  this  Way,  but  had  no 
great  Inclination  to  pay  :  However,  the 
Hotife  obliged  him  to  wave  his  Privilege 
of  ProteCcion.  He  then  retired  into  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland ;  fo  that  no-body 
got  a  Six-pence  of  him,  but  myfelf. 

Now  all  wras  gone  to  the  Devil !  the 
Mafk  was  taken  off  and  every  body  ap¬ 
peared  as  fo  many  Ghofls  from  Hell ;  Pluto 
fent  forth  all  his  Furies ,  Spite,  Malice, 

Envy, 
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Envy,  Detraction  and  Defpair,  ftrongly 
delineated  in  their  Faces  ;  and,  indeed,  it 
was  a  Hell  upon  Earth,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  Hell  ltfelf  can  be  worfe  ;  and  I  was 
fully  refolved  to  fly  from  it  at  all  Hazards- 

Vanity  of  Vanities  l  all  is  Vanity  and 
Vexation  of  Spirit  / 

t  &  *'■-**/  :  'T  <  4 

A  T  this  Juncture  I  withdrew  into  a 
folitary,  but  pleafant,  little  Retirement  near 
Sunbury,  by  myfelf,  revolving  in  my  Mind 
what  had  pafled,  which  feemed  to  me 
ftill  more  like  Dreams  than  Realities ; 
when  one  Day  the  Lords  Hervey,  Droge- 
da,  and  fohnjione  found  me  out,  and  made 
me  aViflt:  but  I  could  not  entertain  them 
\  at  my  little  Hut,  fo  we  went  to  the  Ta¬ 
vern  at  Sunbury.  After  drinking  hard„ 
Lord  Drogeda  called  a  Fidler ,  who  wa3 
noify  enough  with  his  Fiddle,  which  my 
Lord  feemed  to  like  greatly,  carefs’d  the 
Fellow,  and  gave  him  feveral  Shillings 
and  Half-crowns ;  when  all  of  a  fudden, 
without  any  Provocation  that  we  knew  of, 
he  ftuck  the  Fellow  dead  on  the  Spot, 
which  could  not  poflibly  be  forefeen,  or 

pre- 
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prevented  by  any  of  the  Company,  hav¬ 
ing  no  fuch  Sufpicion.  This  fad  Accident 
gave  me  great  Trouble*  and  much  more 
fo,  as  my  Name  was  again  brought  on  the 
Carpet,  that  was  finking  into  Oblivion. 
In  lliort,  had  it  not  been  for  my  Lord  Fal¬ 
mouth's  ( Drogeda's  Father-in-law)  Intefeft 
and  good  Conduit,  we  all  of  us  had  cer¬ 
tainly  been  obliged  to  have  taken  our 
Tryals  for  it:  But  all  Affairs  were  made 
up,  and  the  Widow  handfomely  pro¬ 
vided  for,- 

H  i  s  Grace  the  Duke  of  Chandos  then 
patronized  the  Royal  ylpri can  Company  of 
England ,  and  he  was  deeply  engaged  in 
their  Stock,  and,  as  all  Stocks  fell  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  grand  Bubble ,  his  Grace 
loft  an  immenfe  Sum  of  Money  here  : 
However,  he  ffuck  by  it  at  all  Hazards, 
and  was  willing  to  retrieve  their  Misfor¬ 
tunes,  if  poffible,  by  putting  their  Trade 
on  a  better  Footing  and  furer  Foundation 
than  they  had  been  on,  fince  that  Com¬ 
pany  had  been  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Duke  of  Fork,  the  late  King  ‘Jama  It. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly  he  united  the  old  with  the 
new  Company,  and  made  Propofols  for 
the  Improvement  of  their  Trade,  which 
made  fome  Noife  in  the  World,  and  their 
Stock  rofe  confiderably,  when  all  the  reft 
were  funk.  He  declined  being  chofe  (go¬ 
vernor,  under  his  Majefty,  who  is  always 
Governor ;  but  enlifted  himfelf  as  one  of 
the  Court  of  Ajjijlants. 

H 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  was  his  Grace’s  great  Fa¬ 
vourite  ;  and  I  opened  myfelf  freely  to  the 
Dodtor  ;  he  carried  me  to  wait  on  his 
Grace,  and  I  had  the  Honour  of  an  Even¬ 
ing's  Converfation  by  ourfelves.  His  Grace 
had  elevated  Notions  of  Guinea ,  and  the 
Trade  thereof,  when  rightly  improved, 
and  came  to  the  Point,  fpeaking  to  me  *e 
Will  you  go  to  Guinea,  Doclor,  in  the  Afri¬ 
can  Company’s  Service  ?  I  anfwered,  to 
Tyburn,  if  your  Grace  pleafes  to  fend  me 
thither.  He  immediately  fent  for  John 
Drummond,  Efq;  who  was  one  of  the  Court 
of  Affiants,  and  defired  him  to  draw  up 
my  Petition,  which  was  delivered  next 
Court-day,  and  1  was  diredtly  appointed 
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Rhyfician  and  Surgeon-general  to  the  Royal 
African  Company’ %  Settlements  in  Africa t 
and  accordingly  had  my  Commiffion  and 
Inftrudtions  made  out  with  all  Difpatch, 
and  was  ordered  to  fail  the  very  firft  Op¬ 
portunity.  I  was  perfectly  pleafed  with 
the  Thoughts  of  fhunningiaW/,  and  going 
to  Heaven ;  for  I  knew  as  little  of  it,  as 
his  Grace  did,  which  was  nothing  at  all  • 
and,  having  received  his  Grace’s  particu¬ 
lar  Inftrudtions,  failed  in  a  few  Weeks. 

My  Inftru&ions  were  ample,  and 
Would  have  been  beneficial,  if  I  had 
known  how  to  have  made  a  proper  Ufe 
of  them.  No  Governor  for  the  Time  be¬ 
ing,  in  the  Place  where  I  was,  (and  I  was 
ordered  to  vifit  all  their  Settlements)  could 
fhipa  Negro  Slave  on  the  Company’s  Ac¬ 
count,  ’till  I  had  firft  certified,  'That  they 
were  merchantable  Slaves  :  So  that  I  was 
a  Comptroller ,  as  well  as  a  Dohlor.  I  was 
ordered  to  the  moft  Windward  of  all  their 
Settlements,  Gambayy  and  fo  to  proceed 
to  the  moft  Leeward,  Whydah  ;  but,  in- 

ftead 
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Head  of  Gambav.  I  arrived  firft  at  Sier~ 

t/  * 

raleon. 

This  Fa&ory  is  on  a  little  Ifland, 
about  eight  Miles  up  a  frefh  Water  River  j 
by  my  Inftrudtions,  our  fil'd  Project  was 
making  of  Pot-ajh,  with  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  propofed  to  ferve  London ,  to  prevent 
its  foreign  Importation.  To  work  I  went 
on  this  little  Ifland  ;  there’s  Plenty  of 
Wood,  and  I  had  Negroes  at  Command. 
I  made  feme  Barrels  full  of  it ;  and  fent 
it  Home  for  a  Sample,  with  my  Obfer- 
vations  on  it,  to  the  Duke  of  Cbandos. 

Some  Time  after  his  Grace  wrote  me 
word,  that  it  would  not  do  :  Yet  no  body 
could  find  the  Reafon  why.  I  had  fome 
learned  Letters  from  Dr.  jlrbuthnot  about 
:  But  - 1  Knew  from  Theory ,  and  was 
convinced  by  Practice,  that  the  Qualities 
of  all  vegetable  fixt  Salts  are  the  fame,  they 
only  differ  in  Quantity,  fome  Woods  afford¬ 
ing  double,  treble,  quadruple  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  others  ;  and  no  Wood  could  afford 
a  gr^atet  Quantity  than  this  $  but  after  our. 

K  '  learned 
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learned  Eflays,  the  Soap-boilers  found  it 
out,  the  Water  was  brackifh,  though  they 
drink  it  there,  and  is  eight  Miles  at  leaft 
up  a  River  from  the  Sea. 

After  vifiting  their  Out-fa£tories,  I 
arrived  at  their  principal  Settlement  of 
Cape  Corfe-cajlle ,  where  their  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  refided,  and  there 
I  met  with  forty  Cornwall  Miners,  with 
two  Captains  or  Overfeers,  fent  out  by  his 
Grace  of  Chandos  at  his  own  Expence, 
and  frefh  Inftrudtions  for  me  to  perform 
wonderful  Exploits.  I  ftaid  fome  confide- 
rable  Time  here,  and,  after  vifiting  the  reft 
of  their  Out- factories,  I  arrived  at  Why- 
dab  ;  where  I  differed  with  the  Governor, 
which  Difference  at  laft  tended  to  fet  the 
Company’s  Affairs  in  a  true  Light :  For, 
at  my  Arrival  in  London ,  I  publifhed  to 
the  World  my  Obfervations  on  the  Coafts 
of  Guinea ,  fo  far  as  related  to  the  Trade 
of  Great  Britain  in  general,  and  the 
Royal  African  Company  in  particular  ;  fet- 
ting  forth  the  villainous  Proceedings  and 
Mifmanagements  of  their  Agents,  whom 
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they  ftile  General ,  and  chief  Governor, 
with  a  proper  Method  how  to  remedy 
thofe  Grievances,  and  put  the  Trade  on  a 
much  better  Footing  for  the  Advantage  of 
Great  Britain :  Though,  I  freely  confefs, 
I  publifhed  that  Treatife  out  of  the  Re- 
fentment  I  bore  to  the  Governor  of  Why- 
dab,  for  the  Injuflice  and  Injuries  done 
me  ;  yet,  I  allure  the  Reader,  he  will  find 
Truth  in  it,  and  fome  Things  not  un¬ 
worthy  his  Notice ;  as  appears  by  the  Ap¬ 
probation  it  met  with  among  Foreigners, 
who  tranfiated  it  into  French ,  and  inferted 
it  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans  •  but,  before 

I  publifhed  them,  I  fent  them  with  the 
following  Letter. 


To  bn  Grace  the  Duke  oj  Ch  andos. 
My  Lord, 

FI  A  V  E  digefled  into  fome  Order, 
L  what  Obfervations  I  made  on  the 
Coafl  of  Africa ,  from  my  firft  Arrival 
“  t0  my  Departure  from  thence,  for  the 
“  Information  of  the  Court  of  AJJiflants 

K  2  «  0f 
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‘  of  the  Royal  African  Company  >  nay,  1 
“  am  almoft  perfuaded  to  let  them  go 
“  naked,  as  they  are,  into  the  World  ; 
“  which  perhaps  would  be  excufed,  as 
“  the  laft  Efforts  and  Struggles  to  prevent 
“  the  Murder  of  my  Character,  falfely 
“  attacked  only  to  cloak  Villany :  But, 
“  methinks,  it  would  be  an  unpardonable 
“  Crime,  elpecially  in  me,  who  am  fen- 
cc  fible  of  your  Grace’s  Honour,  Juftice, 
<c  and  Generality,  to  attempt  any  Thing 
“  of  this  Nature,  where  your  Grace  has 
“  any  Concern,  without  your  Leave ; 
“  which  makes  me  prefume  to  fend  your 
<c  Grace  thele  few  Sheets ;  which,  if  your 
“  Grace  can  throw  away  an  Hour,  in 
“  your  Country  Retirement  on  them,  I 
“  humblv  fubmit  to  your  Perufal,  and  can 
“  only  plead  their  V eracity,  for  an  Excufe 
“  of  Inelegancy.  But,  my  Lord,  if  there  is 
*c  any  Thing,  or  all,  that  ought  to  be  fup- 
“  preffed,  your  Grace  has  only  to  fay  the 
“  Word,  and  there  is  nothing  can  give, 
**  me  more  Pleafure,  than  to  have  the 
“  Honour  of  an  Opportunity  to  obey  your 
u  Grace’s  Commands,  which  fhall  alwavs 

r  w 
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“  be  with  the  utmoft  Gratitude  and  Re- 
“  fpedt,  pun&ually  obferved  by, 

•c  Your  Grace’s 

“  moft  devoted,  obliged, 

“  and  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
London,  >724-  “  J  AMES  HotTSTOUN.” 

■ 1  ■ '  :  ■  p  -  / 

His  Grace  perufed  the  Papers,  and  re¬ 
turned  them  to  Mr.  Lynn ,  Secretary  to  the 
Company  ;  and  next  Court-day  I  was 
called  before  a  Committee  of  Correfpon- 
dence,  and  my  Papers  demanded  of  me, 
as  being  ufeful  for  the  Advantage  of  the 
•Company ;  but  before  I  confented  to  the 
Delivery  of  my  Obfej~vations ,  I  gave  in 
my  Accompts  Rated  ;  and  on  balancing 
there  appeared  to  be  300 /.  due  to  me; 
and,  indeed  all  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  feemed  willing,  that  my  Ac- 
compt  Ihould  be  palled  as  it  was  Rated 
and  balanced,  with  all  imaginable  Dif- 
patch  j  and  not  only  the  Balance  paid, 

K  2  but 
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but  to  make  me  an  handfome  Prefent ,  for 
my  faithful  Services  and  great  Suffer¬ 
ings,  by  exerting  myfelf  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Intereft  of  the  Company  ;  it 
was  minuted  accordingly  in  my  Pre¬ 
fence,  by  Order  of  the  honourable 
Court  of  Atfiftants ;  Sir  Bibye  Lake  en¬ 
gaged  his  Honour,  not  only  as  Sub-Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Company,  but  as  a  private 
Gentleman,  that  all  Manner  of  Juftice 
Should  be  done  me,  and  the  Duke  of 
Chandos  was  alfo  prefent :  So  I  delivered 
up  my  Papers  to  them  in  Court. 

t  s 

But  Mr.  Baldwyn,  late  Governor  at 
JPhydah,  my  Antagonist,  perceiving  that 
his  egregious  Villanies  muft  plainly  ap¬ 
pear,  took  occalion  of  waiting  on  feveral 
of  the  Directors  >  and,  by  ufing  the  ne¬ 
ver-failing 

Argiimentum  ad  Hotmnem, 

managed  his  Affairs  fo  dextroufly,  that  he 
got  an  Enquiry  put  off,  from  Week  to 
Week  for  feveral  Months.  At  laft  I  got 
a  Day  fixed,  when,  coming  into  the  Afri¬ 
can  Houfe,  he  had  procured  a  Warrant 

t.o 
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to  arreff  me  for  an  old  Debt  ;  and,  before 
I  found  Bail  to  the  Adtion,  the  Court  of 
Ajjijlanti  was  up ;  fo  he  gained  fo 
much  Time  longer  on  me,  thro  J 

Bl—kw - d’s  Means,  in  a  mean-fpirited, 

fcoundrel  Manner,  and,  before  we  came  to 
a  Trial,  he  gained  his  Purpofes  by  aMa- 
iority  ot  V otes  of  only  one,  whom  I 

called  J -  Dr - m - d,  Efq;  which 

the  Duke  of  Cbandos  never  would  believe 
or  allow  of,  though  there  was  nothing 
more  certain  ;  for  I  could  produce  futh- 
cient  Proofs  of  it. 

I  do  acknowledge,  that  Mr.  D  m  d 
propofed  reafonable  Terms  to  me,  if  I 
would  have  fubmitted  to  Mr.  Baldwyn, 

and  forgave  his  bad  Ufage  :  But  T  defpis  d 
him  and  his  Terms  too;  nay,  not  the 
whole  African  Stock  would  have  tempted 
ine ;  and  nothing  lefs  than  bis  Grace’s 
Commands  on  me,  which  he  abfolutely 
refufed.  On  the  contrary  he  countenanced 
and  fupported  me  in  all  my  Efforts  and 
Struggles  againft  him  to  the  very  laft^ 
when  he  gained  his  Point,  by  the  Force^ 
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oi:  what  ought  to  have  damn’d  him  :  And 
all  I  got  for  my  Money  and  Pains,  was 
two  or  three  hard  Knocks  at  him  :  This 
iealed  his  Point  effectually ;  for  he  got 
me  taken  up  by  the  Lord  Chief  Juffice’s 
Warrant,  in  an  Action  of  Defamation  a- 
gainff:  the  Royal  African  Company,  for 
beating  their  Servants,  and  faying,  “  That 
“  no-body  but  Phi  eves  and  Pick-pockets 
“  from  Newgate  ought  to  enter  into  their 
“  Service  ;  ”  and  bound  me  over  in 
30,000/.  Bail  :  But  the  Duke  of  Chandos 
extricated  me  from  this  Scrape  without 
appearing  in  it,  or  elfe  I  muff  certainly 
have  funk  under  the  Burden,  as  they  de- 
fign’d ;  whilft  Baldwyn  efcaped  by  the 
Force  of  his  Money,  and  my  want  of  both 
Money  and  Experience  to  profecute  him 
at  Law,  where  he  muff  have  been  hear¬ 
tily  trounced,  and  paid  fevere  Damages 
for  falfe  Imprifonment :  For  he  clofely 
confined  me  in  Africa ,  for  refilling  to 
fign  his  Certificates  which  were  abfolutely 
falfe,  as  I  publifhed  to  the  W orld  in  1725, 
Though  I  verily  believe,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Precipitancy  and  Violence  of  my 

own 
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own  natural  Temper,  a  great  deal  too 
much  at  that  Time,  to  be  checked  by 
my  Underftanding,  I  had  not  miffed  of 
my  Aim  in  procuring  Juftice  with  the 
Affiftance  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Cbandos ,  whole  innate  Humanity  and  Ge- 
nerolity  always  led  him  to  do  Juft  ice  to 
the  Dif refed  and  Oppreffed  j  but  I  never 
had  any  Money  of  his  Grace ,  for  I  always 
endeavour’d  to  conceal  my  Wants  from 
his  Generality ;  and  the  African  Compa¬ 
ny  owes  me  this  Balance  of  300/.  to  this 
very  Day,  and  I  am  afraid  will  never  be 
lei's  in  my  Debt ;  for  which,  with  innu¬ 
merable  fuch  other  Inftances  of  Non-pay¬ 
ments,  they  were  d - deftroyed. 

This  Violence  of  Temper  reverfes  one 
of  the  very  bell  and  furell  Maxims  in 
Life,  '  .  .  ■ 

I 

Lente  fufcipe ,  &  cito  per  fee  : 

For,  on  this  very  Maxim  depends  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  moll  Tranfadtions  in  human  Life, 
and  Mifcarriages  to  the  Negledt  of  it ;  as 
in  this,  and  many  other  particular  Inllances 

which 
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which  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Life-time  I 

m 

have  feverely  felt. 

Nunca  levantar  la  Mano,  hafia  que  fe- 
puede  dar  cl  golpe. 

I  had  this  Maxim  from  a  Jefnit,  and  felt 
the  Weight  of  it  from  hipifelf,  as  appears 
in  the  Sequel. 

N  o  w  I  had  Leifure  and  Reafon  enough 
to  reflect  on  my  mifpent  Time.  I  lived 

almoft  three  \ears  in  this  Scene  of  Life, 

-  — •  •  ■**  '  «•  ^ 

as  widely  different  from  what  I  had  been 
in  formerly,  as  Paris  is  from  Barbary.  I 
was  obliged  to  keep  Company  with,  and 
be  lubjedted  to  a  Parcel  of  People  inferior 
in  Converfation  and  Behaviour,  even  to 
the  meancft  Sort  that  ever  I  had  then 
known  :  Befides,  there’s  fomething  in  the 
Climate  that  infedts  them,  by  turning 
Humanity  into  Barbarity •,  it  alters  human 
Nature,  and  converts  them  into  a  brutilh, 
barbarous  Difpolition,  without  any  Bowels 
of  Compaffion.  I  could  give  a  thoufand 
Inftances,  but  I  forbear.  Thofe  who  have 
the  fuperior  Command  arc  as  abfolute 
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as  the  Great  Mogul ,  and  as  void  of  Hu¬ 
manity  as  Barbarity  itfelf. 

As  for  my  own  Part,  I  retired  entirely 
within  myfelf,  except  the  Time  I  went  to 
Meals :  For  I  always  eat  at  the  General’s, 
{Company's,  Table)  by  Order  of  the  Court 
of  Afliftants  our  Mailers,  who  gave  a 
very  handfome  Allowance  for  a  Table  for 
their  Principal  Servants,  whilfl  their  Fac¬ 
tors  and  Writers,  who  were  not  allowed 
to  eat  at  that  Table,  were  ftarving  for 
Want,  their  Allowance  being  fo  very 
final!,  and  Provilions  very  fcarce  and  dear 
there.  I  have  known  fome  of  them  ftarved 
even  unto  Death.  They  ought  to  have 
been  put  under  the  Regulations  for  Diet 
in  the  Manner  I  prefcribed  to  them  in  my 

Obfervations. 

•» 

I  considered  with  myfelf  thus;  I 
am  differing  for  my  own  Follies,  and  it  is 
better  to  be  in  this  Gaol,  than  in  a  Gaol 
in  England:  But  then  the  Thoughts  of 
getting  out  of  it,  if  poffible ;  for  all  my 
golden  Dreams ,  that  l  had  formed  to  my¬ 
felf  about  Africa ,  were  by  this  time  quite 

vanished 
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vanished  into  Air:  My  Bufinefs  now, 
thought  I,  was  to  make  the  bed:  of  a  bad 
Bargain. 

I  found  no  Way  they  had  of  making 
Money,  but  by  impofing  on  the  Company , 
tor  they  were  all  fworn,  from  the  highed 
to  the  lowed  of  them,  except  the  DoSlors 
of  Soul  and  Bodyy  “  not  to  trade  upon 
"  their  own  Account,  nor  to  have  the  lead 

“  Communication  with  interloping  Ships 

“  (ridiculous  InJlruStions  !)  under  the  fe- 
ec  vered  Penalty.”  The  General,  or  Go¬ 
vernors  took  Care  to  put  this  in  Execution 
dri<dly,  againd  all  under  their  Command. 

I  have  known  a  FaBor  lie  ten  Days 
with  his  Head  in  the  Stocks,  only  for 
going  on  board  an  interloping  Merchant- 
fhip,  and  buying  a  few  Trifles,  Provifi- 
ons,  &c.  that  the  Governors  might  have 
the  more  room  to  monopolize  the  Whole 
for  themfelves,  which  they  ferved  out 
again,  at  a  mod  extravagant  Rate,  to  the 
poor  darved  People  under  them }  which 
Practices  I  always  abhorred.  But,  when  I 


was 
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was  fully  convinced  of  the  only  Methods 
how  Money  was  to  be  got  amongft  them, 

1  came  to  a  firm  Refolution,  at  all 
Hazards,  to  pufh  for  my  Share  of  it, 
which  I  put  in  Execution  at  Whydah , 
where  there  was  a  very  great  Trade  car¬ 
ried  on  by  all  Nations,  particularly  by 
the  Portuguese,  in  Gold  Drift,  &c.  from 
Brazil. 

Our  Governor,  Ambr-fe  B-ldw-n ,  Eiq ; 
would  have  Jlaved  two  or  three  of  thefe 
Portuguese  Ships,  from  eight  to  nine 
Ounces  of  Gold  Duft  each  Negroe  per 
Head  on  his  own  Account,  and  made  an 
equal  Number  of  the  Company’s  Ships 
wait,  till  he  found  more  Slaves  for  them-, 
and,  by  our  Mafters  Inftruftions,  he  could 
not  fhip  a  Slave  on  the  Company’s  Ac¬ 
count  without  my  certifying,  that  they 
were  merchantable  Slaves ;  and  I  had 
figned  three  or  four  Times  without  confi- 
dering  or  enquiring  into  Affairs. 

A  t  laft  I  gave  our  Governor  to  under- 
ftand,  that  I  knew  perfectly  well  how  the 

Gam 
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Game  went,  that  I  was  po/itively  re- 
folved  to  fign  no  more,  and  that  he  mull 
ftand  and  fall  by  himfelf.  I  do  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  he  did  make  me  fome  Offers 
to  come  into  his  Meafures,  which  I  de- 
ipifcd,  and  look’d  upon  him  and  his  Of¬ 
fers  too  with  Scorn  :  At  the  fame  Time  I 
don  t  pretend  to  be  more  virtuous  than 
my  Neighbours  *  but  I  might  be  led,  but 
could  never  be  drove.  He  did  not  attack 
on  the  right  Side,  and  I  always  carried  the 
old  Scotch  Proverb  ftrongly  rooted  in  me, 

Ne’er  to  gang  to  the  Be' el  with  a  Dijh- 
clout: 

As  the  Duke  of  Argyll  obferved  in  one  of 

his  Speeches  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ha¬ 
ranguing  about  Bribery  and  Corruption  ■, 
that  they  never  came  to  his  Brice ;  but 
his  Grace  had  a  much  better  Way  of  ma¬ 
naging  than  by  Bribery  and  Corruptions 
as  before  taken  notice  of. 


I  never  did  plead  Honefty  for  myfelf 
by  Words,  for  all  Men  are  to  fhew  their 
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Honefty  by  their  Deeds ,  and  not  Words : 
It  is  only  the  defigning  Villain  who  praifes 
his  own*  Honefty  by  Words ;  but  I  can 
fay  with  a  fafe  Confidence,  “  That  I  have 
«  been  as  honeft  in  all  my  Dealings  as 
«  mod  Men  that  I  have  dealt  with,  and 
cc  a  great  deal  too  honed  for  fome  of 
«  them;”  for  which  I  have  differed  and 
do  heartily  repent  of,  as  the  Caufe  of  mv 
own  Failings ,  putting  it  out  of  my  own 
Power  to  anfwer  the  Demands  on  me 
punctually  and  gratefully  ;  for  it  is  no  Ex- 
cufe  in  moral  Horsefly ,  to  fay,  “  That  I  have 
“  more  Money  owing  to  me  than  I  owe 
«  to  others  •/’  though  (hewing  and  bal- 
lancing  Books  is  fome  Sort  of  Satisfaction 
in  a  Mercantile  Way. 

However,  our  Governor  and  I  dif¬ 
fer’d,  whilft  he  made  30,000  /.  he  put 
it  out  of  my  Power,  by  his  infclently  de¬ 
spotic  Government,  to  make  30,000  d. 
in  that  Time ;  and  confined  me  cloie 
Prifoner  for  one  and  thirty  Days  to  force 
me  into  Meafures,  and  then  only  gave 
me  Liberty,  on  Condition,  that  1  immedi- 

afjp-1  xr 
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ately  went  oft  the  Coalt  •  for  he  wanted 
to  get  rid  of  meat  any  rate  :  Of  all  which 
Tranladtions,  I  gave  a  full  Account  on  my 
Arrival  in  London ,  with  fufficient  Proofs 
of  what  I  publifhed  in  the  Year  1725, 

tor,  the  Ufe  of  the  Court  of  Affiftants,  as 
aforefaid. 

In  thole  Obferoations  I  again  allure  the 
Reader,  that  he’ll  find  nothing  but  Truth, 
and  I  told  the  whole  Truth  to  the  Duke  of 
C hand  os,  my  very  good  Friend,  and  let  his 
Grace  into  the  original  Source  and  fecret 
Springs  of  all  their  Tranfadtions  and  Af¬ 
fairs  abroad,  which  he  was  an  entire 
Stranger  to ;  for  I  found  out  all  their  Ways 
at  la  if,  ad  amufjim ,  lo  undeceived  him  at 
once  ;  and  then  he  fold  out  all  his  Stock , 
which  was  very  conliderable  ;  on  which 

the  African  Company’s  Stock  fell  to  little 
or  nothing. 

I  t  is  a  general  Millake,  and  a  vulgar 
Error  of  the  frlf  Conception,  to  imagine 

that  any  ‘Trade ,  or  Branch  of  Trade,  can 

♦ 
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poffibly  be  confined  by  any  Nation,  or 
particular  Set  of  People,  or  Company  of 
that  Nation  where  different,  or  all  Na¬ 
tions,  have  the  fame  Liberty  and  Pro-  . 
perty  to  that  Trade:  For  Trade  isaMir 
ftrefs  to  be  courted  and  not  forced ;  fhe 
delights  in  Freedom,  and  readily  confers 
her  Favours  on  all  that  treat  her  kindly: 
But  is  unwillingly  confined  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  Place,  or  Set  of  Men ;  efpecially 
when  it  is  her  Right  to  be  left  to  her  own 
Choice  and  Freedom. 

Th  1  s  was  clearly  exemplified  by  the 

Condudt  of  this  Company  in  all  its  different 

\ 

Shapes:  Whilft  in  its  Infant  State*  under  the 
Direction  of  his  Highnefs  the  late  Duke  of 
York ,  they  were  at  very  great  Expenee  in 
building  their  Caflies,  Forts,  &c.  and 
Were  then  a  Monopoly,  which  railed  the 
Price  of  Negroes  to  fuch  an  extravagant 
Rate,  which  muff  have  ended,  if  it  had 
not  been  timely  prevented,  in  the  entire 
Ruin  of  all  our  American  Infant  Settle¬ 
ments  and  Colonies, 

L  Next 


\ 
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'  N  ext  their  laying  the  Trade  open  to 
all  Interlopers,  paying  1 0  per  Cent,  to  the 
Company,  was  equally  dettrudfive  to 
the  Nation  in  general ;  whilft  all  other 
Nations  had  the  free  Liberty  of  that 
Trade,  without  paying  any  Duty  at  all, 
and  conlequently  able  and  willing  enough 
to  under-fell  us  in  all  Markets. 

At  Lift  the  Government  was  obliged  to 
take  this  Trade  under  their  Confideration, 
being  in  danger  of  lofing  it  entirely,  and 
of  having  it  fall  into  the  Hands  of  foreign 
Nations,  and  to  fupport  the  Garrifons  at 
the  national  Charge,  which,  of  all  Me¬ 
thods,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  is  the  beft, 
provided  always  they  make  a  proper  Ufe 
of  thefe  Cattles,  Forts,  &c.  by  turning 
them  into  Magazines  and  Store-houfes,  and 
always  keeping  them  well  provided  with 
all  proper  Attortments  of  Goods  to  fupply 
the  Trade  in  general,  and  the  Britijh  in 
particular  ;  which  would  enhance  the 
whole  Trade,  and  ingrois  the  Prices  of 
Negroes  entirely  to  ourfelves ;  and  draw 
great  Store  of  Wealth  from  all  other  Na¬ 
tions  trading  thither,  efpecially  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  ' 
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tugucze  fromBrazil ,  to  our  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  in  Gold-duft  and  other  Commodities; 
and  Slaves  would  come  out  much  cheaper 


from  the  many,  conftant,  and  conve- 
nient  Opportunities  of  watching  and  pur-  J 

chafing  on  the  Spot,  and  of  the  quick  1 

Dii patch  in  felling  ;  and  fo  the  Returns  1 

would  increafe  proportion  ably. 


I 


This  is  a  moft  beneficial  Trade  for 
the  Nation  in  general,  if  rightly  managed 
by  exporting  the  Produft  and  Manufac¬ 
tures  of  our  Mother  Country,  and  fur- 
nifhing  Our  American  Colonies  withiVN 
gr'oes  cheaper  than  our  Neighbours  are 
able  to  do,  and  underleihng  them  in  fo¬ 
reign  Markets.  A  Negroe  purchafed  in 
Guinea  for  ten  Pounds  in  Goods,  to  pro¬ 
duce  three  Hundred  Pieces  of  eight  m 
Specie  in  the  SpaniJJo  TV eji  -  In  d i  es ,  one  of 
the  beji  Branches  of  our  national  Trade, 
which  ought  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
Jxoyal  Jljjiento  Trade  for  Negroes ,  without 
*ny  exclufive  Clauie  in  the  Treaty  agreed 
on,  referred  to  by  the  before-mentioned 
Obfervfitions ,  wherein  is  faid,  “  What  a 
glorious  and  advantageous  Trade  this 
'  L  2.  iC  is, 


% 
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*  is,  every  European  Society,  as  well  as 
*c  private  interloping  Trader,  niuft  be 
“  fenfible  of,  as  it  is  the  Hinge  on  which 
“  all  the  Trade  of  this  Globe  moves  j 
for,  put  a  Stop  to  the  peopling  thz  Eu- 
“  rope  an  Plantations  Abroad,  which  could 
“  be  done  from  no  other  Country  but 
“  this,  without  depopulating  Europe  j  I 
“  fav,  put  a  Stop  to  the  Slave-trade ,  and 
“  all  the  others  ceafe  of  courfe.  Pray, 
“  who  digs  the  rich  Mines  of  Peru ,  Bra- 
“  zil,  &c.  Nay,  who  fweetens  the  La- 
«  dies  Tea,  and  the  generous  Bowl  ?  And 
“  who  reaps  the  Profit  of  all  ?  Therefore 
<c  let  every  true  Btiton  unanimoufly  join 
«  to  concert  Meafures,  how  to  centre  this 
«  advantageous  Trade  in  England ;  and 
“  I  wifh  it  could  be  carried  on  by  the 
“  Royal  ylfrican  Company ,  who  hitherto 
<c  have  been  greater  Lolers  than  Gainers 
“  by  it ;  a  Trade  fo  greedily  grafp  d  at 
“  by  the  laborious  Dutch ,  which  they 
“  purchafed  by  the  Property  of  Brazil, 
.«  in  lieu  of  it.  ’Tis  only  incumbent  on 
“  me,  as  an  Obfervator,  to  lay  before 
o  your  Honours  what  occurred  to  me  as 
“  Hindrances  to  the  Company  s  Intereft, 
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ic  in  t*efpe£t  to  other  Ejiiropean w  Nations, 
€C  and  in  particular,  by  the  Rnglijh  Inter- 
ic  lopers ;  for,  as  to  other  Nations,  the 
«  Dutch  are  the  only  formidable  Anta- 
“  gonifts  we  have  to  deal  with.*  This 
a  Dutch  Guinea  Company  is  an  united 
<c  Branch  of  their  India  Company,  of 
<c  which  the  States  General  bear  the  great- 
ec  eft  Share,  excluflve  of  all  interloping 
fC  Traders  of  their  own  Nation,  befides  a 
<c  Tax  of  io  per  CentK  on  all  the  Portu- 
“  gueze  Ships  trading  to  this  Coaft,  which 
cc  they  had  granted  them  as  an  Article, 
<c  in  exchanging  Brazil  with  the  P ortu - 
(C  gueze,  in  lieu  of  this  Trade  5  which 
<c  they  ftridtly  demand,  and  keep  a  Man 
<c  of  War  a  cruizing  always  on  the  Coaft, 
<c  to  put  their  Orders  in  Execution,  as 
“  well  againft  the  Portuguese,  as  the  in- 
<c  ter  loping  Ships  of  their  own  Nation. 
<c  So  it  plainly  appears  to  your  Honours, 
<c  what  great  Advantages,  that  Company 
cc  has  over  ours ;  and,  indeed,  as  I  have 
cc  only  the  Xntereft  of  Britain  at  Heart 
<£  I  cou'd  and  do  wifh  from  my  very 

L  3  “  Soul 


*  Now  the  French  arc  more  cknge-roos  to  us  than  the  Dutch* 
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“  Soul,  that  his  moft  gracious  Majefty, 
1‘  who  honours  your  Society  by  being 
£t  your  Governor,  wou’d  take  into  his 
“  Confxderation  in  Council,  and,  by  Con- 
<c  fent  of  Parliament,  grant  your  Com- 
“  pany  a  conditional,  exclusive  Charter : 
“  For  it  is  unreafonable  to  expedt  or  de- 
“  mand  fuch  a  one  as  your  Company  had 
“  formerly,  whilft  under  the  Diredtion 
“  of  the  Duke  of  York,  in  King  Charles 
“  the  Second’s  Reign ;  the  fad  Effedts  of 
“  which  plainly  appeared  by  the  nu- 
“  merous  Complaints  of  his  Majefty’s  Sub- 
“  jedls  of  his  Plantations  beyond  Sea; 
“  which,  if  carried  any  higher,  mu  ft 
“  have  tended  to  their  utter  Ruin  and 
“  Extirpation.  Nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed, 
“  that  even  now,  if  the  Company  had  an 
“  unlimited,  exclufive  Charter,  that  their 
‘c  Agents  wou’d  furnifh  his  Majefty’s 
“  Plantations  with  Slaves  at  30  or  40  /. 
*c  per  Head  of  that  Country  Money  ; 
“  whereas,  in  a  few  Days  they  can  waft 
“  them  over  to  the  Spanijh  American 
“  Coaft,  where  they  fetch  300  Pieces  of 
<(  Eight  per  Head,  including  the  King 
of  Spain's  Taxes,  and  other  Duties, 

“  which 


cc 
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“  which  makes  them  come  out  at  above 
“  60  /.  Sterling ;  a  Price  that  won’t  an- 
<t  fwer  with  our  American  Plantations : 

<c  But  if  his  Majefty’s  Subjects  were  to 
<<  compute  their  yearly  Demand  of  Ne- 
<c  groes  that  are  abfolutely  neceflary  fot 
“  their  Service,  which  might  be  eafiiy 
<e  <jone  .  and  at  the  fame  Time  if  his  Ma¬ 
le  jeft  y  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  the  Roy- 
«  al  African  Company,  either  fingly,  of 
tc  united  with  the  South-Sea  Company,  a 
“  Charter  conditionally,  to  be  obliged  to 
«  furnifh  his  Majefty’s  Plantations  with 
their  Quota  of  Slaves,  demanded  at 
“  30  /.  of  the  Country  Money  per  Head, 
<c  including  Children  above  eight  or  Ten 
“  Years  of  Age  ;  which  might  both  an- 
«  fwer  the  Ends  of  the  Planters  of  our 
“  American  Plantations,  and  enable  the 
“  Company  to  carry  on  a  Trade,  not  only 
“  ejcclufive  of  all  Englijh  Interlopers,  but 
“  to  enhance  the  Trade  folely  to  them- 
«  felves,  exclulive  of  all  other  Nations, 
“  and  to  fetch  into  England,  from  the 
“  Manufactures  and  Commodities  of  our 
•  “  o  wn  Country*  above  a  Million  of  Money 

L  4  “  Sterling 
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“  Sterling  yearly  in  ready  Specie  ;  which 
*'  is  entirely  ftifled  at  prelent,  through 
‘‘  the  Inability  of  the  Company’s  Strug- 
“  gling  with  fuch  Difficulties,  as  the  great 
“  Charge  of  the  Company’s  maintaining 
“  their  Settlements  Abroad,  whilfl  Inter- 
“  lopers  come  to  take  the  Bread  out  of 
“  their  Mouths ;  and  even  alfifted  in  fo 
“  doing  by  their  own  Agents,  to  ferve 
xc  their  own  mercenary  Ends ;  whilftthus 
<£  weakening  one  another,  the  Dutch, 
“  never  forgetful  of  their  own  Intereft 
**  affifted  by  other  Nations,  come  in  to 
<£  carry  off  the  Profit  of  both.  Such 
“  a  limited  Charter  as  this,  where  there 
“  is  not  one  Obje&ion  left  againft  it,  put 
“  into  the  Hands  of  any  Society,  empow- 
■  ‘  ering  them  to  raife  a  fufficient  Sum  of 
“  Money  to  carry  on  that  Trade,  wou’d 
“  not  only  enable  us  to  furniih  our  Quota 
“  of  Slaves,  viz.  4800  per  Ann.  to  the 
“  Spaniards ,  as  flipulated  by  the  A  [junto 
' 1  Contract,  and  to  make  good  former 
Deficiencies ;  but  naturally  bring  the 
**  Slave  Trade  entirely  into  our  Hands, 
“  exclufive  of  all  other  Nations ;  fo  con- 

fequently 


\ 
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<c  fequently  reap  the  Fruits  of  the  Ame- 
**  rican  M  ines,  which  they  only  give 
“  themfelves  the  Trouble  to  dig,  but  in 
“  Hopes  of  fuch  a  glorious  and  advanta- 
<c  geous  Trade  to  England." 

I  then  acquainted  his  Grace  of  my 
Intentions  of  going  abroad  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Honourable  South-Sea  Com- 

\ 

pany,  and  begged  his  Grace’s  Countenance 
and  Favour.  He  anfwered,  with  a  Soul 
equal  to  himfelf,  I  will  ferve  you :  For  I 
knew  but  few  equal  to  him,  fo  magnifi¬ 
cently  Good  !  his  Soul  was  a  Compolition 
of  Humanity  and  Generojity. 


I  have  heard  his  Grace  lay,  <c  That 
he  had  given  away  a  better  Eftate,  than 
“  he  then  polfelfed  and  this  fifteen 
Years  at  leaf!  before  he  died.  Ilis  Grace' a 
Favours  were  fo  general,  that  I  mull  own 
fome  of  them  were  bellowed  on  very 
worthlels  and  ungrateful  Perfons,  which  I 
could  eafily  account  for  j  but  his  Grace's 
Intentions  were  always  the  fame,  Great 
and  Good !  Tho’  Times  and  Maimers  are 


unaccountable. 


O  Tern  - 
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•  ,  <  V  ,  »  f  '  1  '  «  y  * 

O  Tempera  !  O  Mores  ! 

His  Generofity,  Liberality,  and  Charity 
always  led  him  to  do  good  Offices,  affiffc 
the  Dijirejj'ed  and  Opprejfed. 

He  wanted  that  I  ffiould  be  firft  re¬ 
conciled  to  John  Drummond,  of  whom  I 
had  a  very  bad  Opinion,  which  I  never 
concealed  from  himfelf,  nor  from  his 
Grace ;  and  he  took  a  moft  effectual  Me¬ 
thod  of  doing  it. 

“  To  Dr.  Houstoun. 

•  •  i  »  •  1 

“SIR, 

“  tHAVE  fent  the  Letter,  you  de- 
“  jL  fired  to  Sir  John  Eyles  in  your 
“  Behalf,  to  Mr.  Drummond,  to  whom 
«•  you  mull;  apply  for  it ;  having  entirely 
“  left  it  to  his  Pleafure,  whether  he  de¬ 
liver  it  you  or  not.  I  am, 

“  Sir, 

u  Tour  very  humble  Servant 


cc 
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This  was  the  firft  Submifiion  that 
ever  I  made  in  my  Life,  and  to  a  Man  I 
really  hated  :  But  it  was  his  Grace's  Com¬ 
mands  ;  no  other  Confideration  on  Earth 
could  have  prevailed  on  me.  I  was  re- 
folvea  to  obey,  but  I  could  not  dived;  my- 
felf  of  unalterable  Nature  :  I  went  to  Mr. 

I  f  X  *  .  ..  ,  r  '  Jk 

Drummmd’s ;  (but  it  was  like  going  to 
Hell!)  <c  I  am  come,  Sir,  faid  I,  by  the 
“  Duke  of  Chandoss  Command,  for  that 
‘c  Letter  to  Sir  ‘John  Eyles.” — <c  Did  the 
“  Duke,  Sir,  faid  he,  command  me  to 
“  give  it  you?” — <£  That  is,  asyoupleafe, 
<c  Sir.  He  anfwered,  “  Or  as  you  deferve, 
<c  Sir.” — “  Pray,  Sir,  give  it  me,  or  keep 
“  it,  as  you  pleafe:”  For  I  was  quite  ready 
to  burft :  So  I  made  a  Bow  and  was  com¬ 
ing  away.  Then  he  delired  me  to  fit 
down,  and  have  a  little  Patience,  and 
began  a  Story  of  a  Cock  and  a  Bull ;  fo 
that  I  could  not  contain  myfelf,  and  faid, 
<c  You  know,  Sir,  that  I  know  you  ; 
<c  that’s  nothing  to  my  Purpofe  at  prefent; 
‘c  give  me  the  Letter,  or  keep  it.’’  And 
,  away  1  came ;  he  followed  me  to  the 
Door,  and  faid,  “  Here,  take  it !  there’s 

not 
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u  not  fuch  another  Man  in  the  whole 
u  World  !  ”  So  I  came  off,  flying  as  from 
the  Devil. 

I  delivered  the  Letter  to  Sir  John 
Eyles ,  who  was  the  compleateft  Gentleman , 
take  him  in  all  refpedts,  that  ever  I  knew. 
Some  Days  after  his  Grace  of  Chandos  did 
me  the  Honour  to  carry  me  in  his  own 
Chariot  to  Sir  John ,  and  faid  fome  kinder 
Things  of  me  than  I  chufe  to  mention. 
Sir  John  defired  me  to  put  in  my  Petition 
to  the  Court  of  Directors  •  and  the  Court- 
day  following,  I  was  appointed  Surgeon 
to  the  Royal  AJJiento  Company' %  Factory,  at 
Cartagena  in  America. 

Though  I  was  an  entire  Stranger  to 
fuch  a  beneficial  Branch  of  Trade  in¬ 
grafted  in  a  Company  with  40,000,000 
Sterling  Stock ,  1  let  out  on  my  Voyage 
with  great  Chearfulnefs,  expecting  to  meet 
with  Abroad  a  fet  of  Gentlemen  of  good 
Education,  thinking  they  could  be  nothing 
iefs  who  were  diftintmilhed  with  fuch  ho- 

O 

nourable  and  profitable  Employments ; 

But 
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Bat  I  was  greatly  difappointed  •  for  when 
I  arrived,  in  the  Year  1724,  at  the  Facto¬ 
ry  at  Cartagena ,  I  did  not  find  any  of 
our  Factors  with  the  lead:  TinCture  of  a 
Gentleman  in  him,  except  one,  and  he 
was  over-born  (or,  as  I  may  rather  fay, 
over-laid )  by  a  termagante,  Billingfgate 

Woman. 

I  was  greatly  furprized  at  their  Con- 
verfation,  elpecially  at  Table,  to  hear  them 
take  and  give  one  another  the  Lye ,  with 
other  very  low  Exprefiions  ;  which  they 
termed  Freedom  and  Liberty  of  Convet fac¬ 
tion  :  But  I  own  I  never  heard  the  like, 
not  even  in  Africa  ;  for  their  Converfa- 
tion  there  at  Table,  though  low,  was  de¬ 
cent,  owing,  if  not  out  of  Refpedt,  to  the 
Awe  they  Lad  of  their  Governor. 

However,  at  Cartagena  I  made  mv~ 

lelf  quite  eafy,  for  I  was  under  no  Re- 

ftraint  or  Subjection,  farther  than  to  mind 

my  Bufinefs,  which  was  eafily  done  ;  and 

I  had  a  large  Field  for  Converfation  among 

the  Spaniards,  efpecially  the  Ladies,  who 

have  the  belt  and  ftrongeft  Genius  of  all 

Nations 
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H atic ns  tor  Intrigues  which,  anfwerecl  my 
Purpoie  of  acquiring  the  Spanijh  Lan- 
gaage,  &c.  and,  whenever  our  Factors  began 
then  fliocKing  Converfation,  I  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  ttu  11  it  mtoRidicule,  by  way  of  Fcivcc^ 
which  I  reprefented  next  Day  to  them  in 
fome  fuch  Manner  as  this ; 

•  r 

>  ,  x  v 

The  Perfons  of  the  P  l  a  y. 

«■>**/<'  f 

’Squire  little-tattle ,  firft  Faftor. 

Capt.  Brute ,  fecond  Fadtor. 

Sir  John  Mundungus,  third  Fadtor. 

Don  Ferdinando  Punto>  fourth  Factor. 

Monfieur  le  Medicin. ,  Harlequin. 

Dona  Leonora  de  villa  Her  mo 'fa , 

My  Lady  Mundungus , 

Mifs  Mundungus , 

Mulattces  and  Negroes ,  waiting  Wo¬ 
men. 

I  never  faw  a  ftronger  Inftance  of 
the  Force  of  Example  than  this  j  upon 

Rehearfal  every  one  took  his  own  Part, 
and  took  it  in  good  part  too,  for  they  were 
their  own  Words  almofl  verbatim ,  and 

flood 


'  of  his  Own  Life-time.  159 

flood  reprimanded  with  good  Humour, 
and  often  turned  the  Conversion  fo  far, 
if  not  quite  polite,  as  to  render  it  tolerably 

eafy.  . 

The  old  Foible,  Dhificn  among  oar - 
[elves,  peculiar  to  the  Britijh  Nation,  as 
I  have  frequently  mentioned,  and  always 
obferved,  appears  in  lively  Colours  in  our 
Factories  abroad  ;  where,  if  you  find  five, 
fix,  or  more  People  ( Britijh J  in  a  Factory, 
you’ll  certainly  fee  them  pulling  fo  many 
different  Ways ;  whereas,  if  they  ail  pulled 
one  Way  together,  they  would  infallibly 
pull  fo  much  the  more  Money  to  each 
Individual,  and  proportionably  to  their  Ma¬ 
kers.  This  Animofity  is  greatly  detrimental 
to  Commerce  in  general,  and  to  Monopolies 
and  privateTraders  in  particular:  For  theie 
are  true  Maxims,  “  He  that  cannot,  or 
.«  will  not,  make  Money  for  hirnfeif,  nei- 
«  ther  can,  nor  will  make  Money  for  his 
'  “  Majlers ;  and,  If  Matters  don’t  give  fuit- 
«  able  Encouragement  to  their  Servants, 
“  they  never  will  be  well  and  faithfully 
“  ferved.”  ,  . 
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I  shall  not  enter  into  that  long  con¬ 
troverted  Point,  Whether  Trade  is  carried 
on  mod  for  a  National  Advantage  by  Mo- 
nopoli es  in  Company ,  or  a  free  Trade  by 
private  Traders  ?  as  it  makes  nothing  at  all 
to  our  Purpofe  ;  for  this  Trade  to  the  Spa- 
nif  JVefi-Indies  is  prohibited  to  all  Nations, 
Companies,  and  private  Traders  whatfo- 
ever,  by  repeated  Treaties  agreed  upon  by 
all  European  Potentates,  unlefs  the  Goods 
are  fent  to  Spain ,  and  fhipt  on  the  Gal¬ 
leons,  or  plota,  regiftred  by  his  Catholick 
Majefty,  and  fubjeefted  to  his  Duties  and 
Indulto ;  always,  excepting  his  Catholick 

Majefty  is  pleafed  to  grant  to  any  Nation, 
by  a  particular  Treaty,  the  Liberty  of  in¬ 
troducing  into  his  American  Dominions, 
a  certain  Number  of  Slaves  for  a  limited 
Time,  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Subjects  there : 
Such  as  he  granted  fir  ft  to  the  Portuguese, 
then  to  the  French ,  and  now  to  the  Bri- 
tif,  commonly  called,  The  Afiento  Con¬ 
tract  ,  for  allowing  to  the  Subjects  of 
Great  Britain  the  Liberty  of  introducing 
Negroes ,  &c.  Into  Spar  if  America ,  as 
you’ll  fee  by  an  exprefs  Article  in  the 
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Treaty  of  Utrecht ,  concluded  and  ratified 
between  her  Majefty  of  Great  Britain , 
Queen  Anne ,  and  his  Catholick  Majefty 
of  Spain ,  in  the  Y ear  1713- 

EverV  body^  who  has  been  in  the 
leaft  acquainted  with  the  four  laft  Years 
of  Queen  Anne' s  Reign,  knows  thztFrance 
was  then  greatly  reduced  by  the  long 
War*  and  wanted  Peace  at  any  rate.  At 
this  very  critical  Juncture  our  new-BritiJh 
Minifters  were  ftruggling  hard,  to  get  the 
better  of  the  oufted  Party,  the  Whigs  : 
Therefore,  to  ferve  their  own  Purpofes* 
more  eafily  hearkened  to  the  fmooth  and 
artful  Offers  of  France ,  at  a  Time  when 
we  might  have  had  our  own  Terms ;  and 
accordingly  there  were  fome  Propofals 
made  pretty  extravagant  and  unreafonable, 
of  which  I  fhall  only  mention  one  to  the 
Point  in  Hand.  ,  ' 


et  That  z  free  Trade  fhould  be  grant- 
“  ed  for  the  Britijh  Subjects  to  the  Spa- 
“  nijh  Weft  -Indies." 


1 
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Bu  t  our  then  Prime  Minifter,  Har¬ 
ley,  prudently  enough  forefaw  what 
Umbrage  this  would  give  to  the  reft 
of  Europe,  efpecially  the  trading  Part  of 
it,  which  would  neceffarily  create  fuch 
Jealoufies  and  Animolities  amongft  them, 
that,  though  the  then  prefent  Flame  of 
War  might  be  extingui/hed  for  a  Time, 
it  would  very  foon  re- kindle,  and  burn 
with  double  Force  ;  fo  that  he  artfully 
changed  that  Article  into  the  following. 

“  That  certain  Conditions  /hall  be 
“  entered  into,  with  needful  Privileges 
“  for  the  Britijh  Merchants,  to  contract 
“  with  the  Spaniards  for  the  Ajjiento ,  or 
‘  ‘  Trade  to  America  in  Negroes ,  with  fuch 
“  a  limited  Trade  to  America  as  lliould 
“  be  agreed  on.” 

W H  i  c  h  was  fo  contrived,  and  agreed 
to  in  fuch  a  Manner,  if  rightly  executed 
according  to  the  original  Plan  laid  down, 
as  to  have  fairly  laid  open  all  the  Parts  of 
the  Spanijl  Wejl-Indics  "to  the  Britijh 
Trade,  without  giving  the  leaft  Umbrage 
..  i  to 
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to  any  other  Nation  of  Europe  what¬ 
ever. 

This  was  a  Legacy  of  the  late  Great 
Lord  of  Oxford ,  the  mod  valuable,  for 
his  Country,  of  any  I  remember  from 
our  firft  Miniders  i  excepting  that  inedi- 
mable  Jewel  from  the  late  Lord  Godcl- 
phin ,  the  Union  of  the  two  Crowns.* 

I  met  with  a  Gentleman  in  the  Wefl- In¬ 
dies,  in  the  Company's  Service*  very  well 
qualified  for  the  Pod:  he  enjoyed,  chief 
Supercargo  of  one  of  the  Company’s  an¬ 
nual  Ships,  who  really  was  a  Man  of  Let¬ 
ters  ;  but  had  as  much  or  more  Vanity 
than  myfelf,  which  furprized  me  greatly, 
to  find  myfelf  out- done  in  rriy  own  Way 
and  Humour,  by  one  of  a  better  Under- 
danding;  though,  it  is  true,  he  had  a 
much  larger  Field  to  exercife  it  in,  from 
his  fuperior  Station :  And  had  it  not  been 
for  this  Strength  of  Underdanding,  im¬ 
proved  by  Letters  and  Experience,  which 
over-fwayed  his  Vanity,  indead  of  being  a 
very  clever  and  wdl-accomplijhed  Gentle- 

M  2  :nani 

*  See  Memorial,  in  the  Appendix,  Numb.  II. 
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man ,  as  he  realiy  was,  he  mu  ft  have 
turned  out  a  nicer  Coxcomb , 

I  soon  contracted  an  intimate  Ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him,  liked  hi9  Company 
and  Converfation,  being  by  far  the  beft 
in  that  Place,  and  he  feemed  not  to  dif- 
like  mine ;  fo  that  I  was  conftantly  with 
him,  and  we  took  a  Trip  to  the  Fair  at 
Porto- hello  together  j  At  which  Time,  in 
the  Year  1728,  there  happened  a  Rup¬ 
ture  between  the  two  Crowns  of  Great 
Britain  and  Spain:  I  cannot  call  it  War , 
for  it  feemed  to  be  more  like  a  Sham,  than 
any  thing  elfe. 

The  Galleons  were  all  arrived  in  the 
Harbour  of  Porto-bello,  with  only  three 
Line-of-battle  Ships  for  their  Guard :  The 
Fair  was  proclaimed,  the  laft  Bale  of 
their  Goods  was  landed,  and  all  the  Mo¬ 
ney  or  theCommerce  of  Peru  was  brought 
down  from  Panama  to  Porto-bello,  which, 
at  a  modeft  Calculation,  reckoning  the 
Money  regiftred  and  unregiftred,  amount¬ 
ed  to  30,000,000  Pieces  of  Eight,  when 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Hofier  arrived,  without  the  leaft 
Knowledge  or  Sufpicion,  either  of  the 
Spaniards  or  Englijh,  with  a  Squadron  of 
eleven  Sail  of  Line-of-battle  Ships ;  and 
in  a  few  Hours  might  have  made  himlelf 
Mafter  of  all  this  Treafure,  in  Money  and 
Goods,  amounting  to  double  the  Sum  a- 
bove-mentioned,  with  little  or  no  Refi¬ 
nance  :  For  he  had  Strength  enough  to 
have  blown  them  into  the  Air  in  a  few 
Hours  Time;  and  the  Surprize  left  them 
no  room  for  Defence,  incredible  though 
certain !  and  never  to  be  forgiven,  Feau-. 
pas  !  the  original  Source  of  all  our  Em¬ 
broils,  and  irretrievable  Misfortunes,  not 
only  with  Spain,  but  with  the  reft  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  inftead  of  being  the  Umpire  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  to  become  the  Dupes  and  laughing 
Stock  of  all ; 

Quis  talia  fando  temper et  d  lachrymis  ! 

Admiral  Hofier  fent  Capt.  Medley  afhore 
with  a  MelFage  to  the  Prefident  of  Pana¬ 
ma,  and  to  the  General  of  the  Galleons , 
acquainting  them,  “  That  he  did  not 

come  in  a  hoftileManner,  to  treat  them 
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u  as  Enemies,  but  only  as  a  Squadron  of 
‘‘  Obfervation,  and  to  demand  the  South* 
“  Sea  Company’s  Ship,  the  Royal  George-, 
“  (which  was  never  detained)  ridiculous 
ft  Nonfenfe /”  For  this  Affair  was  com^ 
pleated  before  the  Arrival  of  the  Britijh 
Squadron  :  The  whole  Cargo  was  fold,  and 
the  Cafh  all  ready  to  be  paid  in,  as  fall 
as  they  could  receive  it.  I  was  at  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  it,  and  the  whole  very  dexte- 
roufly  negotiated  by  a  Gentleman  who 
knew  how  to  manage  the  Spaniards  in 
their  own  Way,  better  than  any  one  that 
ever  I  knew  abroad  in  the  South-Sea  Conti 
pany’s  Service, 

I  was  privy  to  all  the  Epiflolary 
Correfpondence  between  the  two  Admi¬ 
rals,  having  the  Honour  to  be  intimately 
acquainted  with  Don  Francifco  Cornejo, 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Galleons  ;  and,  each  of  them  writing  in 
his  own  Country  Language,  the  General 
of  the  Galleons  fcarce  ever  received  a  Let¬ 
ter  from  Admiral  Hofier  without  fending 
for  me  to  be  his  Interpreter :  But  I  had 
.  not 
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not  the  Honour  to  know  Admiral  Hoficr 
farther  than  by  his  Letters  to  the  General-, 
and  I  freely  own,  had  a  School-boy  un¬ 
der  my  Care  wrote  fuch  Letters,  I  would 
have  ordered  him  to  be  whipt. 

The  General  always  wrote  with  his 
own  Hand  to  Admiral  Hojier ,  as  in  all 
polite  Nations  one  Gentleman  does  to  ano¬ 
ther  who  is  his  equal,  and  the  Admiral 
correfponded  in  his  own  Hand,  but  wrote 
great  Nonfenfe,  and  never  a  Word  was 
right  fpelt:  The  General  had  an  Irijh  Gen¬ 
tleman  on  board  of  him,  in  whom  he 
confided,  whofeName  was  Daniel  O’Hony , 
and  his  fird  Lieutenant,  (as  honed  a  Man 
as  ever  I  b new ^  to  whom  he  ufed  to  com¬ 
mit  the  Admiral's  Letters  for  Interpreta¬ 
tion,  who  made  them  greater  Nonfenfe, 
if  poflible,  than  they  were  before.  Upon 
my  being  confulted,  I  told  Don-  Daniel , 
that  he  had  forgot  his  Eriglijh  ;  and  fo 
ufed  to  make  the  mod  of  them,  to  the 
bed  of  my  Judgment,  begging  his  Admi- 
ral-Jhip *s  Pardon,  for  his  as  well  as  our 
Country’s  Honour. 

M  4  A.)- 
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Admiral  Hoficr  might  have  been  an 
exceeding  good  Sea-officer,  for  ought  I 
know,  and,  had  he  come  to  difpute  with 
Don  Francifco  with  the  ultima  ratio  Re¬ 
gum,  he  might  have  got  the  better  of  him, 
at  leaf!  I  wiffied  fo, ;  but,  ip  Politicks,  he 
was  far  inferior  to  him :  Don  Francifco 
was  a  polite  Gentleman,  a  good  Officer, 
one  of  ftrong  natural  Underftanding,  and 
a  Man  of  Honour  and  Integrity ;  but 
■  ,  was  a  mere  rough,  vulgar 

Farr. 

•  * 

*  t 

Admiral  Hojier  lay  at  the  BaJUmcn-. 
fos  (three  Leagues  diftant  from  Porto-  hello) 
with  his  Squadron,  when  the  General  of 
^ke  Galleons  continued  fafe  in  the  Harbour 
of  P orte-bello  with  his  Fleet  ,•  throwing  up 
Breail- works  and  Batteries  for  their  better 
Defence,  and  put  all  their  Cables  in  the 
beft  Order,  whilft  the  Admiral  was  lol'in0- 

t  f  t  ^ 

his  Men  by  thoufands,  through  a  Morta¬ 
lity  that  vi/Ited  them.  And,  whatever 
Term  Mr.  Ho/ier  might  ufe  for  this  Jham, 
Expedition,  the  cunning  Spaniard  called  it 
a  Reprifalia',  and  accordingly  feized  all  the 

Com- 

■  *.  •  Z  w 
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Company’s  Effeds,  except  the  Royal 
George,  which  was  now  fafe,  all  her  Car¬ 
go  fold,  and  the  Calh  on  board  the  Bntijh 
Squadron. 

A  d  mir  al  Hojier  had  {topped  a  Parcel 
of  Bomb-boats,  Periagua’s,  Canoes,  &c . 
with  Provifions  for  JP orto-hello  $  fo  the 
Governors  of  Cartagena  and  Porto-hello 
detained  the  Company’s  Veffels  in  Har^ 
bour  ;  on  which  the  General  of  the  Gal- 
Icons  concerted  and  agreed  with  the  Ad- 
jniral,  to  fet  all  Veffels  then  in  Guftody 
on  both  Sides  at  Liberty,  for  this  Time 
only. 

I  began  now  to  be  very  urieafy  with 
the  Thoughts  of  being  taken  Prifoner,  be¬ 
ing  abfent  from  our  Fadory  at  Cartagena-, 
fo  I  embraced  this  Opportunity  to  make 
the  bed  of  my  Way  back  thither,  and* 
carried  the  Articles  of  Agreement  between 
the  two  Admirals  along  with  me. 

Don  Lewis  a  Ponti ,  Governor  of  Car- 

thagena,  who  had  more  Underflanding  in 

his 
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his  little  Finger,  than  all  our  Factory  put 
together  had  in  their  whole  Body,  (Savia 
MuchOy  he  was  an  exceeding  clever  Man) 
having  detained  one  of  the  Company’s 
Veflels  in  the  Harbour,  with  about 
100,000  Pieces  of  Fight  on  board,  wh$n 
I  delivered  him  the  Copy  of  the  Articles, 
he  gave  a  fhrug  with  his  Shoulders,  and 
faid,  ‘  ‘  Bid  your  firft  Fabtor,  Squire  Tittle- 
“  tattle,  come  to  me,  for  you  have  no.  Con- 
“  cern  in  this  Affair,  and  I  defire  that  you 
“  would  not  meddle  in  it:” — He  told  the 
old  Fellow,  (I  was  going  to  fay,  eld  Fool) 
“  That  he  did  not  think  that  Money  fafe 
“  on  board,  and  defired  the  Fa&ors  to 
tC  bring  it  afhore,  and  put  it  into  the 
te  Hands  of  Don  Domingo  Miranda.” 
In  fhart,  he  perfwaded  our  Fabtors  to  go 
on  board  themfelves  and  fetch  the  Money : 
But  Don  Domingo,  no  doubt,  having  had 
his  Leflon  before-hand,  pafidvely  refufed 
the  Truft.  The  Governor  then  told  them, 

“  That  the  bed  and  fafeft  Place  was  the 

<  •  •  * 

et  King's  Cheft  •”  and  there  it  was  depo¬ 
sited,  and  all  done  by  themfelves,  without 

•*  * 

any  Compulfion,  and  brought  about  by 

mer-C; 
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mere  Strength  of  a  fuperior  Underftand- 
ing :  For,  if  they  had  not  done  it  them- 
felves,  he  would  have  been  obliged,  by 
the  Articles  of  Agreement,  to  have  let  the 
Veffel  go,  as  {he  then  lay,  Money  and 

all. 

Don  Lewis  could  eafily  fhake  off  the 
Governor,  and  put  on  the  polite  Gentle¬ 
man,  after  this  Victory,  which  was  too 
eafy  aConqueft.  When  he  had  got  the 
Money  into  his  Clutches,  he  was  in  high 
Spirits,  and  invited  us  all  to  Dinner :  And, 
after  1  parted  from  my  Friend  and  Patron, 
(I  made  his  Houfe  my  Home)  the  Jokes 
went  round,  for  he  was  a  great  Joker ;  he 
told  our  Factors,  “  The  Money  was  now 
“  in  falvd  Cujlodid,  in  a  great  ftrong  Iron 
“  Cheft,  that  even  Fire  itfelt  could  not 
“  deftroy  it,  and  that  it  had  three  great, 
«  ftrong  Locks :  Now,  faid  he,  Squire 
“  Little-tattle  do  you  take  one  Key,  and 
“  Capt.  Brute  fhall  take  another,  and  leave 
<<  the  third  for  me,  fo  you  are  two  to  one 
againft  me  ;  and,  if  you  fhould  take  a 
Trip  to  England,  you’ll  be  fure  of  your 

c '  Money 
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“  Money  at  your  Return.”  But,  alas? 
they  no  fooner  turned  their  Backs  on  Bo - 
cachtca  than  the  three  Locks  turned 
into  one,  and  the  Chert  flew  open  with  a 
Jirk,  and  the  Company  fuffers  for  Senior 
a  Ponfi’s  Joke ,  and  their  Factor's  Igno¬ 
rance,  to  this  very  Day. 

if,  * '  *  ?  •  p 

However  feverel y  the  Company's  Af¬ 
fairs  were  handled,  our  Perfons  were 
treated  with  Humanity  and  good  Man¬ 
ners,  whilft  we  were  Prilbners,  by  this 
Gentleman,  who  detained  us  for  fome 
Montns,  and  then  fent  us  to  ya?naicaf 
with  our  private  Intereft,  not  in  the  leaft 
touched. 

I  staid  about  twelve  Months  in 
Jamaica,  and  then  made  the  beft  of  my 
Way  ror  London ,  where  I  was  received 
by  Sir  John  Ey/es  with  his  ufual  Sweet- 
neis  of  Temper,  and  Politenefs  in  Beha¬ 
viour,  peculiar  to  himfelf  j  for  he  feemed 
to  receive  the  Favours,  he  was  granting, 
by  his  Countenance  and  Courdhip. 

, 
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I  was  immediately  continued  in  the 
Honourable  Company's  Service,  which  en¬ 
titled  me  to  my  Sallary  during  the  whole 
Time  of  the  Rt pnfaha ;  and  I  was  like- 
wife  re-imburfed  for  my  Expences  on  the 
Voyage  Home.  Sir  John  a  Iked  me* 
<c  How  I  liked  the  Service,  and  the  Coun- 
<c  try  ?”  I  anfwered,  “  That,  for  the 
<c  fl10rt  Time  I  had  been  there,  I  liked 
«  it  exceedingly  well :  That,  in  my  hum- 
«  ble  Opinion,  it  was  a  mo  ft  benefic  ial 
cc  Branch  of  Commerce  to  the  Nation  in 
<c  o-eneral  ;  and,  .when  rightly  managed, 
«  advantageous  to  the  Company  in  par* 
£C  ticular  :  And  that  every  Servant,  in  the 
« £  Honourable  Company’s  Service  abroad, 
«•  may  make  Money  enough,  according 
«  to  his  Station,  without  interfering  with, 
«  or  the  leaft  Detriment  accruing  to  the 
<£  Company.”  I  then  took  notice  of 
die  great  Difadvantage,  arifing  in  the 
Company’s  Service,  from  fuehan  odd  Med¬ 
ley  of  Servants ;  who  are  indeed  theft 
Reprefen tatives  abroad  :  You’ll  find  a  Ba- 
callao  Merchant  amongft  the  principal 
Fadlors,  hecauie  he  can  talk  a  little  Spa- 
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nijh ; - -  a  mere  Earr ,  bred  before  the 

Mart,  becaufe  he  has  a  Friend  in  the 
-  Court  of  Directors,  that  makes  a  bawling 
Noife  in  it,  and  will  be  heard  ; — -a  broken 
Eradefman ,  becaufe  he  is  reprefented  as 
an  Objedt  of  Charity,  and  muft  be  provi- 
ded  for  out  of  Companion  — a  youn !*■  Gen¬ 
tleman ,  who  has  been  at  the  Academy, 
and  learnt  to  ride  the  Great-horfe,  dance3 
&c.  becaufe  he  is  recommended  from 
Court;  with  Et-eateras  in  abundance  ! 
By  this  Compofition  is  reprefented  the 
trading  Part  of  the  Britijh  Nation,  a- 
mongft  a  cunning,  fubtile,  and  fagacious 
People,  the  Spaniards :  Though,  I  own, 
I  have  feen  many  Refufe  amongft  them 
too ;  but  their  Governors  are  generally 
Men  of  good  Senfe  and  Penetration  ;  and 
it  is  on  them  the  principal  Bufinefs  of  the 
Fadtory  depends. 

No-bod y  had  a  more  extend ve  and 
better  Knowledge  of  Commerce,  in  all  its 
different  Branches,  than  Sir  John  Eyles ; 
for  he  was  a  thorough  Merchant,  as  well 
as  a  compleat  Gentleman  >  and  he  had 

made 


of  his  Ow»  Life-time.  175 

made  it  his  particular  Study  to  get  a 
full  Knowledge  of  this  Trade,  carried 
on  under  the  AJJiento  Treaty  ;  and  indeed 
he  knew  it  even  to  the  minuted  Circum- 
ftance,  and  would  have  brought  it  to  the 
greatell  Perfection,  the  Advantage  of  the 
Nation  in  general,  and  the  Company  in 
particular  ;  had  not  a  Dcemoniac  Spirit  of 
Envy,  Malice,  and  Detraction  prevented 
his  laudable  Defigns. 


This  Run  againft  Sir  *yfohn  was  very 
politically  fomented  and  carried  on  by  the 
Dutch,  to  ferve  their  own  interefted 
Views,  viz.  to  deftroy  our  Whale-fijhcry 
in  Greenland,  at  that  Time  daily  im-' 
proving,  and  carried  on  by  the  South-Sea. 
Company  :  They  bought  up  large  Shares 
of  South-Sea  Stock,  by  the  Hands  of  their 
Friends,  who  made  a  very  great  Noife  in 
the  general  Courts  againft  this  Fijhery ,  as 
diiudvantageous  to  the  Company,  and  fet 
on  foot  only  for  the  Advantage  of  fome 
Gentlemen  in  the  Dircdion .  levelling 
their  Speeches  at  Sir  John. 


It 
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I  T  is  true,  at  their  firft  fitting  out  Vefi* 
fels,  procuring  expert  Fifhermen,  trained 
up  in  that  Trade,  and  breeding  up  others, 
■was  a  very  great  Draw-back  on  the  Com - 
fa?iy,  and  they  were  annually  confiderable 
Lofers :  But,  thefe  Difficulties  once  got 
over,  we  ffiould  have  become  as  expert 
in  it  as  the  Dutch  themfelves,  and  fup- 
ported  this  beneficial  Trade  to  the  Nation 
in  general,  and  to  the  Company  in  parti¬ 
cular  :  And  the  principal  Infixument,  the 
Dutch  made  ufe  of  fo  accompliffi  this  De- 
fign,  was  one  of  their  own  Countrymen* 
whom  Sir  John,  out  of  his  fuperlative 
Goodnefs,  had  introduced  into  the  Di¬ 
rection  as  a  Friend.  It  is  therefore,  we 
lee,  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  trufi:  any 
•  Foreigner  in  the  Direction  of  any  trading 
Company  ;  and  the  Dutch  know  this 
Maxim  fo  well,  that  it  is  prohibited  in 
their  own  Country,  by  an  Order  of  the 
States  General. 

Sir  John's  good  Intentions  and  Judg¬ 
ment  further  appear  by  the  proper  Regu¬ 
lations  he  put  the  Factories  under,  at  the 
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Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Ajfiento  in  the 
Year  1729,  to  prevent  Divifion  amongd 
themfelves,  when  he  made  it  the  Infereft 
of  every  Individual  to  unite;  and  the 
more  Service  they  did  for  their  Mailers, 
the  more  Advantage  accrued  to  every  one 
in  particular ;  But  even  all  that  would 
not  do  :  therefore,  his  Patience  being  quite 
tired  out;  with  the  unkind  Fatigues  they  gave 
him  for  his  good  Services,  he  refolved  1 6 
refign  the  Government  of  this  Company, 
on  which  he  made  the  following  Speech 
to  the  Court  of  Directors, 

“  Gentlemen-, 

«  j  II  A  V  E  now  had  the  Honour  td 
a  ct  ferve  near  twelve  Years,  as  Sub- 

i  .  >  > 

“  Governor  of  this  Company,  and  have 
“  always  endeavoured  td  diicharge  the 
“  Trail  repofed  in  me  with  Diligence 
“  and  Fidelity  ;  but  confefs  I  have  con- 
“  tinned  much  longer  in  this  Chair,  than 
“  I  ever  propofed,  and  it  is  well  known 
“  to  many  Gentlemen,  how  defirous  I 

“  was  to  have  quitted  it  about  fix  Years 
“  ago. 

n  i 
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“  I  h  a  v  e  Ipent  the  beft  of  my  Life  in 
“  this  Employment ;  my  Conftitution  has 
“  buffered  very  much  from  the  perpetual 
“  Cares  and  Anxieties  attending  it:  It  is 
C!  high  time  to  lay  down  fo  weighty  a 
“  Burden,  and  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to 
“  give  you  this  early  Notice  of  my  Inten- 
“  tion,  that  you  may  turn  your  Thoughts 
“  upon  fome  more  worthy  Perfon,  to  fup- 
“  ply  my  Place  at  the  enfuing  Election. 

“  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that,  by  fo  many 
“  Years  Experience,  I  have  learnt,  that, 
“  from  the  natural  Viciffitude  of  Things 
“  and  the  Variety  of  Transitions,  Opi- 
“  nions,  Tempers,  and  Views  in  trading 
“  Societies,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  for  the 
“  fame  Man  always  to  pleafe,  without  a 
<c  very  uncommon  Degree  of  Prudence 
41  and  Moderation. 

“  The  Difficulty  is  alfo  encreafed  by 
“  a  Fatality  ariling  from  the  very  Nature 
‘‘  cr  the  Trade  carried  on  under  the  Ajji- 
“  ento  Treaty  ;  for,  tho’  it  is  certainly  in 
“  itfelf  a  profitable  Commerce,  and  in  ma- 

<(  ny 
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“  ny  rcfPefts  beneficial  to  the  Nation, 
“  Pr°vided  it  could  be  protetted  by  that 
“  Faith>  wJlJch  ought  to  be  inviolably 
“  prefierved  in  the  Execution  of  Treaties 
,  “  between  two  Nations ;  yet  it  muft  be 
allowed,  that  the  Spaniards  have  not 
only  thrice  feized  and  confifcated  the 
"  Compaq's  Effects,  under  Pretence  of 
War;  but,  having  been  made  fenfible 
“  of  tJle  Sreat  Advantage  the  Company 
and  Nation  might  reap  from  it,  have, 
perhaps,  from  that  Reafon  too,  found 
frequent  Means  to  interrupt  the  Re¬ 
turns,  and  thereby  difappoint  the  ex- 
“  petted  Gains :  And  thefe  Difappoint- 
‘‘  ments  have  been  too  much  magnified 
by  thofe  who  imagine  it  to  be  their 
more  immediate  Intereft,  that  the  Trad'- 
“  to  the  Spamjh  Wejl-Indies  fliould  be  re- 
firained  to  the  ancient  Channel,  by  the 

“  .Wa?  of  Cadi*  only,  and  who,  it  may 
be,  have  not  confidered,  that  whene- 

:  ,the  AJJient0  and  annual  Ship  fhall 

fail  into  the  Hands  of  any  other  Nation, 

“  the  fame  Quantity -of  Goods  will  fifil 
“  be  fent  to  the  Spani/h  Weft-Indies ,  in 

N  2  ( c 
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“  the  fame  Way,  with  this  eflential  Dif- 
ct  ference,  that  they  will  not  be  the  Ma- 
tc  nufadtures  of  Great  Britain  ;  or,  Should 
“  the  Annual  Ship  be  discontinued,  this 
“  Nation  only  will,  in  all  Probability,  fuf- 
“  fer  bv  the  encreafed  Trade  at  Cadiz. 

J 

“  Thus  lituated,  it  is  not  to  be  wonder- 
“  ed  1  have  met  with  Some  Difficulties  in 
<c  the  Courfe  of  my  Direction,  but  I  hope 
“  the  Uneafinefs  I  have  gone  through, 
“  and  which  I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  not 
<c  deferved,  will  not  fall  to  his  Lot  that 
“  Hiall  Succeed  me. 

“  I  return  my  hearty  Thanks  to 
*c  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  fo 
“  kind,  as  to  afford  me  from  time  to 
“  time,  their  Affiftance  and  Support, 
“  under  the  many  Difficulties  and  Per- 
“  plexities  I  have  been  obliged  to  en^ 
*c  counter  with,  during  the  Time  I  have 
“  had  any  Share  in  the  Management  of 
“  this  Company’s  Affairs, 

“  South  Sec  Houfe , 

Dtutnbtr  i2t  17  ja. 

ft 
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From  this  very  Day  the  Ajjiento  Trade 
may  date  its  Death  ;  but  I  hoj)e  in  a  Re - 
fur r edit  on. 

My  original  Sins  flared  me  again  in  the 
Face,  when  I  returned  from  Africa  to 
London ;  but  I  then  publilhed  my  Mis-, 
fortunes  to  the  World,  fo  that  they  did 
not  moleft  me  much,  except  one  John 
Blackwood :  But  now,  being  Come  from 
the  Sofitb-Seas,  I  muft  be  very  rich  in  the 
Eyes  of  the  World,  and  a  Man  of  no 
Principle,  if  I  did  not  pay  my  Debts }  fo 
they  attacked  me  at  once  ;  they  pufhed, 
and  I  parried  ;  but,  had  it  not  been  for 
two  able  Mafters  of  the  Art  of  Defence 
( Lawyers )  they  had  certainly  got  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  me,  and  funk  me  on  the  Spot,  and 
not  bettered  themfelves  one  Farthing  by 
it.  I  always  have  kept  a  Regifter  of 
Debtor  and  Creditor  with  the  World,  and 
a  Court  of  Chancery,  or  Equity  ju  my' 
own  Breaft,  which  fhall  be  balanced  in 
my  Laft  Will  and  T eft  ament,  and  ’till  then 
I  beg  the  World  to  fufpend  their  Jud^_ 
ment,  at  lead  not  to  put  it  in  Execution : 

•fc  •  N  3  fefc 
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for  I  never  had  but  one  ftanding  Maxim 
in  Religion  and  *  Morality,  which  com¬ 
prehends  all ;  • 

To  do  as  I  'would  be  done  by. 

This  I  have  always  made,  to  the  u  tin  oft 
of  my  Power,  and  fhall  continue  it  till 
the  Day  of  my  Death,  my  fixed  and  im¬ 
mutable  Rule. 

About  this  Time  our  Prime  Mini- 
fter,  Sir  Robert  Walpole ,  patched  up  a 
Peace  with  the  Spaniards ,  and  we  felt 
the  Effects  of  it  immediately  abioad,  the 
Gonfequences  of  that  grand  Blunder ,  the 
Omiffion  of  Hojler’s  Squadron  at  Porto- 
hello ;  for,  upon  the  Re-eftablifhment  of 
the  AJJiento  in  the  Year  1729,  I  returned 
to  my  Station  at  Cartagena  ;  and,  of  all 
the  old  Set  of  Factors,  there  was  only  one 
returned  thither,  Don  Ferdinando  Punto, 
who  was  now  firft  Faftor }  he  was  bred 
from  a  Boy  amongft  the  Spaniards  at  Car¬ 
tagena,  and  had  little  or  no  Education, 
for  he  had  lived  eighteen  Years  amongft 
them,  without  being  out  of  the  Country  j 
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but  to  be  fure,  of  all  that  Set,  he  was  the 
mod  capable  for  that  Employ. 

W  e  had  a  Cedilla  from  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  by  the  King’s  Order,  for  the  Re- 
flitution  of  all  the  Company  YEffedts  that 
were  repri failed,  particularly  the  100,000 
Pieces  of  Eight  that  Don  Lewis  a  Ponti , 
late  Governor  of  Cartagena,  had  tricked 
the  Factors  of,  and  depofited  in  the  King’s 
Cheft. 

1 

t 

A  t  our  Arrival  we  found  a  new  Go¬ 
vernor,  Don  Antonio  Salas,  a  ftubborn, 
refolute,  old  Soldier,  with  little  or  no  Edu¬ 
cation,  and  what  little  Underftanding  he 
hadwaspurely  natural,  from  whpm  we  met 
with  a  very  unmannerly  and  rude  Recep¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  the  very  Inhabitants 
of  the  Place,  our  old  Friends  and  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  durfl  not  even  fpeak  to  us  in 
the  Streets,  or  invite  us  to  their  Houfes  • 
but  were  obliged  to  come  Ikulking  to  us  in 
the  Night-time,  with  Proteflations  of  their 
Friendfhip,  though  they  were  pofitively 
forbid  by  the  Governor  to  fhew  us  any 
manner  of  Countenance  j 

N  a. 

§ 
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Quantum  mutatus  ab  illo  ! 

Notwithstanding  thefe  Difficul¬ 
ties  to  work  our  firft  Factor  went  with  the 
Governor,  lhewing  him  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty’s  Cedula,  for  the  Reftitution  of  all 
the  Company’s  Effedts,  feized  in  the  Re - 
prifalia ,  with  a  particular  Order  for  thofe 
Pieces  of  Eight ;  but  the  Governor  put 
him  off  from  time  to  time  with  evafive 
and  chicaning  Anfwers :  Then  they  went 
to  Autos ,  (Lavv-fuits)  Declarations,  Mani- 
fefco’s,  Memorials,  Remonftrances,  &c , 
fetting  forth  the  Injuries  and  Injuftice 
done  to  the  Company,  contrary  to  Treaty 

and  Orders  of  the  King  of  Spain ,  but  all 

%  «  »  * 

to  no  purpofe :  At  laft  the  Dilpute  got  to 
open  Paffion;  and  I  havefeen  the  Gover¬ 
nor  tremble  at  the  Sight  of  our  Faclor, 
(not  for  Fear,  but  with  mere  Paffion 
of  Anger)  for  an  Hour  running,  like  a 
Afpin-ieaf:  Then  his  Anger  would  exert 
itfelf  in  Infults  and  opprobrious  Lan- 
guage  :  In  fhort,  it  was  a  mere  Hell  upon 
Earth ;  none  of  them  would  yield,  but 
the  Governor  was  by  far  the  ftrongeft, 

unlefs 
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unlefs  he  had  beep  attacked  at  other  Wea¬ 
pons.  I  have  heard  his  Predeceffor  fay, 
Aqul  efld  la  Cedula ,  pero  es  menejler  fan- 
grarlo.  It  is  certain  10,000  Pieces,  rightly 
applied  abroad,  will  do  more  Service  for 
the  Company’s  Intereft  than  100,000 
Pieces  laid  out  at  the  Court  of  Madrid. 

One  Day  converftng  intimately  with 
Don  Sebajlian  Iglefias,  one  of  our  Royal 
Officers  on  this  Subject,  “  There’s  Edwar- 
e<  dito,  faid  he,  (meaning  our  firft  Factor) 
u  making  a  Node  and  a  Buftle,  and  throw- 
“  ing  the  Governor  into  fuch  Paffions, 
«  that  it  is  impoffible  to  do  any  thing 
“  with  him,  about  his  Papeles ,  (Law-pa- 
“  pers)  with  which  he  may  wipe  his 
C£  Breech,  being  more  proper  for  an  At- 
“  torney  than  a  firjl  Fadlor:  He  don’t 
“  come  to  the  Purpofe ;  but  I  will  ffiew 
Cl  you And  then  went  to  his  Scrutoir, 
and  fetched  a  Letter  from  Don  Jofeph 
Patino ,  then  Prime  Minifter  of  Spain,  (a 
great  and  able  Minifter)  thanking  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Royal  Officers,  for  having  re¬ 
mitted,  and  applied  to  his  Catholick  Ma- 
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jefty’s  Service,  thofe  100,000  Pieces  of 
Eight ;  and  greatly  approving  their  Con- 
dud:,  for  having  fo  opportunely  fupplied 
the  Exigencies  of  the  Government,  at 
fuch  a  critical  Jundure  of  Time,  which 
bore  the  very  fame  Date  with  his  Catho- 
lick  Majefty’s  aforefaid  Cedula. 

\  / 

/ 

This,  I  do  declare  upon  Honour,  for 
I  read  it  with  my  own  Eyes ;  Does  it  not 
therefore  require  Men  of  Addrefs,  and 
thorough  Knowledge  of  Men  and  Things, 
to  deal  with  fuch  treacherous,  and  perfi¬ 
dious  Courtiers ,  the  Bottom  of  all  thefe 
kind  of  Villanies  ?  In  Ihort,  by  long  Ex¬ 
perience  I  have  learnt,  that  there’s  but 
one  never-failing  Argumentum  ad  Hominem 
with  them  ;  but  it  requires  a  Man  of  great 
Judgment  and  Penetration  to  apply  it 
rightly,  fo  as  many  and  great  Advantages 
may  accrue  from  it, 

I  n  the  beginning  of  the  Year  m3* 
Sir  John  Eyles  refigned  his  Government  of 
this  Company,  when  there  was  a  new  Set 
of  Diredors  cholen :  I  would  not  prefume 
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to  fay  any  Thing  by  way  of  Detraction 
on  my  honourable  Majlers ,  that  JuJhce 
and  ‘Truth  could  conceal ;  but,  if  their 
Fellows  in  all  London  for  Ignorance  and 
Malice,  (I  mean  Ignorance  in  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  Affairs  abroad,  and  Malice  to  their 
Servants)  could  have  been  found.  I’ll  fub- 
mit;  and  the  Beauty  of  it  was,  they 
pickt  out  one  to  fill  Sir  John's  Chair,  who 
was  juftly  entitled  to  prefide  for  thofe  two 
Qualities:  fo  to  work  they  went;  they 
turned  out  all  the  Company’ s  Servants  a- 
broad,  right  or  wrong,  guilty  or  not  guilty, 
under  Pretence  of  their  having  promoted 
private  Tradey  without  fo  much  as  ever 
accufing  them,  or  giving  them  the  leaf! 
Opportunity  of  exculpating  themfelves, 
on  purpofe  that  they  might  place  others 
of  their  own  making  in  their  room :  And 
then  to  work  they  went  again  with  the 
old  ones ,  by  Profecutions  at  Law  j  and, 
after  {pending  above  10, cool,  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  Money  in  Law,  they  never  have, 
nor  never  will,  as  I  think,  recover  ten 
Pence  :  For  my  Lord  Chancellor  decreed, 
‘‘  That  whatever  Damages  the  Plaintiff 

“  (the 
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u  (the  Company)  could  prove  had  accrued 
5‘  to  them,  by  carrying  on,  or  promoting 
“  any  private  Trade,  fhould  be  made 
good  by  the  Defendants,  their  Servants, 
“  who,  they  faid,  promoted  and  carried 
il  on  that  private  Trade.”  A  .  moil  jujl 
“  Decree /”  but  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of 
any  Damages  proved  by  the  Company, 
nor  indeed  can  I  find  them  out,  nor  even 
conceive  how  it  is  poffible  there  can  be 
any,  unlefs  they  fold  Negroes,  or  other 
Goods  belonging  to  the  Company,  on 
their  own  Account,  If  fo,  they  wer cT/oieves 
and  Robbers  of  the  firft  Magnitude,  and 
ought  to  be  punifhed  accordingly  without 
Mercy :  Of  which  there/s  only  one  In-, 
fiance  Handing  upon  Record,  of  one  Ble~ 
chynden ,  who  introduced  Negroes,  marked 
with  the  Company’s  Mark,  and  fold  them, 
on  his  own  Account ;  yet  this  very  Perfon 
never  wasprofecuted  for  his  Crime,  and  was 
the  only  one,  of  all  the  Company’s  old 
Servants,  that  received  any  Countenance 
and  Favour  from  this  new  Direction,  and 
only  becaufe  he  was  Sir  fohn  Eyles' s  Ene¬ 
my;  (though  only  he,  and  fuch  like, 

were 
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Were  his  Enemies)  for,  on  the  new  Elec¬ 
tion,  the  Hue  and  Cry  was,  Who  is  Sir 
John  Eyles’s  Enemies  ?  Then, 

Dig?ius  ejl  intrare  in  nojlro  doElo  cor  pore. 

This  Scheme  was  contrived,  fomented* 
and  carried  on,  (under  the  Rofe)  by  a 
cunning  artful  Spanijh  Agent,  who  then 
fate  in  the  Court  of  Directors,  and,  under 
the  Cloak  of  preventing  private  Trade, 
made  them  Informers  againft  themfelves, 
whilft  he  was  ftriking  at  the  very  Founda¬ 
tion  and  Utter  Ruin  of  the  Company's 
' Trade  ;  as  appears  by  a  Correfpondence 
difcovered  at  Jamaica  between  the  follow¬ 
ing  Gentlemen,  Sir  'Thomas  Geraldine y 
Agent  for  the  King  of  Spain  in  London ; 
Sir  Richard  Hopkins ,  Sub-governor  for 
the  South-Sea  Company  ;  and  John  Mere- 
wether,  Efq ;  Agent  for  the  South-Sea 
Company  in  Jamaica  ;  which  was  iup- 
ported  by  feveral  Affidavits;  and  I  mvfelf 
have  leen  the  original  Letters  >  and,  to  cor¬ 
roborate  this,  I  remember,  I  once  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  Company  with  Sir  Thomas 
Geraldino ,  when  the  Conyerfation  turned 
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on  an  Offer  made,  or  to  be  made  by  the 
whole  Commerce  of  Spain  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  in  the  Galleons  and  Flota ,  to  give 
the  Aftjiento  Company  one  half  per  Cent,  on 
their  whole  Commerce  to  the  Wejl-Inclies , 
in  Lieu  of  their  annual  Ship  :  To  which 
Sir  Thomas  anfwered,  “  That  was  a  very 
“  great  Premium  indeed,  but  he  hoped 
<c  to  have  the  Bufinefs  done  effectually 
<c  with  a  much  leffer  Premium I  fancy 
he  meant  to  make  them  deftroy  them- 
felves. 

‘  4  ^  '  I  *  1  ’**'■/  -  ‘f  « 

H  oweve  R  it  may  be,  this  is  certain, 
that  they  never  had  an  annual  Ship  fince 
Sir  John  Eyles  left  the  Direction  :  And  I 
may  juftly  fay,  whatever  Difafters,  Incon- 
veniencies,  and  Diftreffes  accrued  to  Spain 

from  the  enliiing  War,  begun  in  the  Year 

♦ 

I739>  wcre  in  great  meafure  owing  to 
this  Gentleman,  Sir  Thomas  Geraldino , 
who,  by  his  Victory  over  a  Set  cf  fuch 
Directors^  was  puffed  up  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  to  encourage  and  fpirit  up  the 
Spanijh  Governors  in  the  Wejl -Inches , 
to  commit  repeated  Injuries  and  In¬ 
ful  ts 
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fults  to  our  Country  in  general,  and  the 
South-Sea  Company  in  particular,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  thofe  fore-mentioned  Letters. 
From  hence  we  may  infer  what  great  Ad¬ 
vantages  accrue  to  Britain ,  and  Difad- 
vantages  to  the  Commerce  of  Spain ,  from 
the  annual  Ship ,  when  the  latter  offered 
fuch  a  large  Premium  to  get  rid  of  her. 

I  must  indeed  own,  that  it  is  very 
natural  and  reafonable  for  a  Spaniard ,  in 
the  Commerce  of  Spain ,  to  complain  of 
the  Trade  of  the  annual  Ship ,  as  it  affeds 
and  prejudices  their  Trade  j  for  there’s 
never  any  Thing  bought  of  the  Spaniards 
till  the  annual  Ship's  Cargo  is  fold  off: 
But,  methinks,  it  is  molt  prepofterous  and 
abfurd,  to  hear  a  Briton  complaining  of 
his  Country-man,  forexchanging  Britijh 
Manufactures  for  Spanijh  Gafh,  with  three 
times  the  Advantage  to  his  Country  that 

can  be  done  in  any  other  Shape  wliat- 
foever. 

Some  little  time  after  our  learned  * Sub- 
governor  (for  he  was  a  I)o3or  of  the  Civil 

Law , 


191  Dr.  IJousto V N V  Memoirs 

Lay.',  without  underftanding  one  Syllable 
of  it ;  nay,  not  one  Word  of  the  original 
■Language  in  which  it  was  wrote)  died  ; 
happy  for  the  Company,  or  elfe  the  AjjL 
mto  Trade  could  not  have  lived  ;  and  he 
was  fucceeded  by  Peter  Burrell,  Efq ;  a 
Gentleman  of  clear  Underttahding  and 
lound  Judgment;  who  had  Penetration 
enough  to  difcover  the  Rocks  on  which 
his  Predecettors  fplit,  and  took  all  poflible 

Care  to  efcape  them  :  But  the  Difeafe  was 
gone  too  far  to  admit  of  external  Applica¬ 
tions  for  proper  Remedies  •  nothing  but 
Extirpation  and  begifining  a-new  could 
irradicate  the  Dittemper  :  The  Wounds 
we  had  received  from  the  Spaniards  were 
very  deep,  even  to  the  very  Bone  :  Our 
Prime  Minifter,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  wanted 
indeed  to  cicatrize  them,  (by  a  Convention 
made  at  the  Pardo,  on  the  14th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1739,  N.  S.  when  he  certainly 
knew  they  were  very  deep,  and  all  fetter'd 
within  :  For  lie  was  not  an  ignorant  Phy- 
fician,  but  fometimes  it  fuits  a  Phyfician 
bettei  to  confult  his  own  Interefl  more  than' 
his  Patient's,  Good.  However,  thofe  old 
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Sores  foon  cut  through  the  Cicatrice,  and 
appeared  naked  with  a  double  Glare,  and, 
had  not  ftrong  Remedies  been  immediately 
apply’d,  they  had  raoft  infallibly  caufed 
a  Mortification  ;  which  was  timely  pre¬ 
vented,  at  the  very  critical  Juncture,  by 
that  juft  and  unavoidable  War  begun  in 
the  Year  1739. 

I  d  1  d  clearly  forefee  the  Confequences, 
and  prophecy  the  bad  Effedts  of  our  new 
DireStion  in  the  Year  1733,  even  at  fuch 
a  great  Diftance,  as  appears  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Letter.* 

At  the  fame  Time  I  wrote  to  my 
Friends  in  London ,  to  give  me  timely  No¬ 
tice  of  my  being  thrown  out  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  Service,  as  I  expected,  that  I 
might  draw  off  my  Effedts,  which  was 
all  I  wanted.  Accordingly  Mr.  James 
Douglas,  my  Correfpondent,  wrote  me 
Word,  that  he  had  been  with  the  new 
Directors  ;  that  the  Factory  was  changed, 
but  I  was  included  in  the  new  one,  with 

O  .  the 

*  Appendix  Numb.  Ill, 


194  ^r'  Houstoun’j  Memoirs 

the  new  Factors,  under  the  fame  Tariff 
as  formerly. 

.  I  * 

I  had  then  concerted  a  Trade  to  the 
Inland  Country,  Popayan  and  Choco  ;  fo 
I  went  boldly  on  with  it,  expecting  to 
reap  the  Fruits  thereof  in  a  Year  or  two : 
But  our  new  Factors  very  foon  arrived 
.with  a  Surgeon  of  their  own  chuling  in 
an  underhand  Way,  a  few  Days  before 
they  fet  out  from  London,  vrith  a  Letter 
from  the  Court  of  Directors  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Cartagena,  not  to  allow  any  of 
their  old  Servants  to  ftay  there,  contrary 
to  their  Orders. 

The  Governor  fent  for  me  direftly, 

and  fhewed  me  the  Letter,  (a  moft  fcan- 

dalous  Letter  !)  and  afked  me,  If  I  was 

inclin’d  to  ffay  ?  for  if  I  was,  they,  the 

Inhabitants  of  Cartagena,  would  allow 

me  the  lame  Sallary  the  Company  gave 

me  :  And  as  for  the  Letter ,  faid  he. 

I'll  wipe  my  Breech  with  it.  I  thanked  his 

Lordlhip  for  his  Offer,  and  took  ten  Days 

to  confider  on  it. 

*  w 
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I  11  At)  then  16,600  Pieces  of  Eight, 
employed  in  Trade,  out  in  the  inland 
Country,  which  was  more  than  I  had  got 
in  the  Company’s  Service  :  I  conffdered 
with  myfelf,  if  I  day,  I  muff:  fhake  off 
my  Country’s  Protection,  and  put  on  the 
Spanifh  Yoke,  which  is  not  a  valuable 
Confideration  :  fo  I  thanked  his  Lord  (hip 
for  his  kind  Offer,  and  appointed  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Cartagena ,  Don  Gregorio  de  Mol - 
leda ,  and  Don  Julian  de  tres  Palacios  my 
Attorneys,  and  came  off  with  our  dif> 
banded  FaCtory. 

There’s  no  Nation  in  the  World  5 
that  I  know  of,  more  careful  and  obfer- 
vant  of  their  Punto ,  (Honour)  than  the 
Spaniards ,  and  mod  of  their  Bufinefs  is 
tranfaCted  on  this  Punto ,  without  the 

[  '  '  J  <  .  -  ;  '  j  ±  ^  j  4  ■  '** 

Scratch  of  a  Pen  ;  and  even  the  Villains 
amongft  them,  when  trufted,  devaxo  Con - 
fian(a,  fometimes  prove  honeft. 

At  the  Reprifalia,  or  Rupture  with 
Britain ,  the  Governor  publifhed  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  by  Order  of  the  King,  “  That 

O  2  “  whatever 
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“  whatever  Money,  Accompts,  or  Effects, 
“  were  in  the  Hands  of  any  Spaniard ,  be- 
“  Ionging  to  the  Britijh,  were  immediately 
t{  to  be  revealed  and  given  up,  under  the 
Penalty  of  Confifcation  of  his  whole 
“  Eftate,  and  to  be  fent  Home  Prifoner  to 
“  Old  Spain  But  no  Threat  or  Punifh- 
ment  can  extort  a  Confeffion  or  caufe 
them  to  commit  a  Breach  of  Truft ; 
there’s  not  one  Inftance  of  it  in  all  the 
three  Reprif alias ;  but  I  attribute  this 
more  to  their  Pride  than  Hone  fly,  for, 
of  all  Crimes  amongft  them,  Breach 

of  Prufl  is  the  moft  ignominious  ;  yet, 
whatever  may  be  the  Caufe,  the  Ef¬ 
fects  are  good ;  and,  whilft  I  lived  a- 
mongft  them,  I  found  them  very  careful 
and  obfervant  of  their  Punto ,  but  I  wifh  I 
could  fay  fo  much  for  them  in  my  Abfence. 
In  fourteen  Year’s  Abfence,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  repeated  Importunities  by  Letters 
during  a  long  War,  I  never  was  able  to 
obtain  more  than  600  out  of  thofe  16,000 
Dollars,  owing  to  me  with  all  the  Profit 
on  them,  which  at  leaft  muft  amount  to 
double  the  Sum  :  And,  till  I  get  amongft 

them 
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them  again,  which  perhaps  may  ne¬ 
ver  be,  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  recover 
any  more,  which  convinces  me  that  this 
Punto  confifts  only  in  the  Fear  of  the  Ig¬ 
nominy  that  might  attend  the  betraying  a 
Confian^a  ;  but  upon  my  Appearance  I  be¬ 
lieve  every  Piece  of  Eight  would  be  -re¬ 
delivered. 

Sometimes  this  Punto  of  theirs,  un¬ 
der  a  falfe  Notion,  is  carried  into  mere 
Quixotifn .  I  have  known  a  Spaniard  in 
the  Weft-Indies  ftarve,  by  living  idly,  like 
a  Gentleman  as  they  term  it,  rather  than 
cultivate  his  own  Lands  by  Labour, 
(which  would  have  produced  a  very  hand- 
fome  Subfiftence  for  himfelf  and  Family, 
becaufe  this  would  be  bringing  Dishonour 
and  Difgrace  on  his  ancient  Family. 

I  n  antient  Times  this  Cuftom  pre¬ 
vailed  fo  much  in  Scotland ,  that  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  a  good  Family  did  not  care  to 
put  his  Son  to  any  mechanic  Employ, 
whereby  he  might  fupport  himfelf  hand- 
fomely  ;  but  in  my  Remembrance,  fince 

O  3  the 
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* 

the  Union  with  England,  it  is  almod  worn 
out,  and,  I  hope  in  the  Age  to  come,  will 
be  quite  abandoned,  as  a  ridiculous,  idle 
Notion,  and  greatly  prejudicial  to  the 
Nation  in  general,  and  to  every  Individual 
in  particular. 

But  that  this  Punto  does  not  always 
proceed  entirely  from  Honefty ,  I  have  had 
a  drong  Indance  of  within  my  own  Know- 

1  1  *  . 

ledge. 

*  ■  v* 

*  *  »y 

The  Jefuits,  as  well  ecclefiadical  as 
fecular,  are  a  Set  of  the  mod;  political 
People,  and  the  greated  Traders  in  the 
whole  Spanijb  Weft-Indies :  They  have  the 
Reputation  of  honed  Dealers,  fo  far  as  is 
confident  with  their  own  Policy,  and  the 
Intered  of  their  Community,  as  I  have 
fufficiently  experienced  in  the  Courfe  of 
Dealings  with  them.  When  I  lived 
at  Curtagaia,  J  always  made  ule  of  the 
College  of  Jefuits  to  depofite  what  contra * 
band  Goods  I  introduced,  that  did  not  fall 
under  the  Cognizance  of  the  Royal  Offi- 
cers,  and  they  always  gave  me  an  exadt 

Account 
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Account  of  all  thofc  Goods  depofited  upon 
Punto,  without  any  Receipt  given  on  either 
fide,  nor  could  I  poffibly  call  them  to 
account  for  any  Thing  miffing  ;  ye'-  in  a 
Courfe  of  Years  I  never  loft  to  the  Value 
of  a  Real :  But  then  they  always  bought 
thofe  very  Goods  from  me  in  their  own 
Cuftody,  and  had  large  Profits  by  them  ; 
yet,  as  I  likewife  found  my  Advantage  in 
it,  from  the  Security,  though  my  Profits 
were  lefs,  we  agreed  very  well,  till  they 
played  me  a  keen  'Trick  juft  as  I  lett 
Cartagena ,  when  we  were  ordered  home 
by  the  honourable  Court  of  Directors-,  our 

Mafters . 

I  had  bought  of  the  reverend  Father 
Don  Jay  me  Lopez ,  who  was  the  Rector 
of  the  Jefuits  at  Cartagena ,  fifty-four 
Serons  of  Cacao,  at  a  Piece  of  Eight  per 
Milliard ,  which  is  4  lb.  I  paid  him  the 
Money  immediately,  and  marked  tnem 
with  my  own  Marks  and  Numbers,  fiom 

No.  1,  to  54  :  But  as  the  College  is  very 
near  the  Cujlom-houfe ,  where  we  embark 
all  Goods  for  Exportation,  and  our  FaBory- 

O  4  houfe 
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houje  was  at  a  confiderable  Difiance,  I 
de  fired  the  Favour  of  the  Padre  Retfor, 

to  give  me  Warehoufe-room  for  thofe 

Goods  till  the  Arrival  of  the  Ajjiento 
ye(Jel  from  Jamaica ;  and  accordingly  he 
granted  the  Favour,  with  a  good  Grace 
and  Complaifance. 


It  was  two  Months  and  upwards  be¬ 
fore  the  Arrival  of  the  Veffel,  and  in  this 
Interval  of  Time  the  Price  of  Cacao  rofe, 
from  one  to  two  Pieces  of  Eight  per  Mil¬ 
liard.  The  Reverend  Father  embraced 
this  Opportunity,  and  fold  off  my  Cacao, 
at  two  Pieces  of  Eight  per  Milliard,  with¬ 
out  afking  my  Leave,  or  giving  me  the 
leaft  Notice  of  it.  When  the  Veffel  ar¬ 
rived,  I  took  out  my  Licence  from  the 
Goveinor  and  Royal  Officers  to  embark 
my  Cacao  ;  but,  when  I  came  to  the  Col¬ 
lege  to  receive  it,  1  was  told,  there  was 
none  there,  for  the  Padre  Reel  or  had 
fold  all  the  Cacao,  which  was  delivered 
to  the  Buyers  fome  Weeks  ago. 


\ 
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I  cannot  exprefs  the  P affion  it  thi  ew 
me  into,  and  in  this  violent  Paffion  I  went 
to  the  Padre  Rett  or,  and  afk’d  him, 

«  Father ,  have  you  fold  my  Cacao  V'  He 
anfwered  me  as  cool  as  a  Cucumber,  1 

have  fold  all  the  Cacao  : - What !  faid  U 

my  Cacao  ?  He  replied.  All  the  Cacao.  — 
Well!  faid  I  again.  Reverend  Father,  it 
I  had  you  in  my  Country ,  and  you  was  the 
bejl  Clergyman  in  Great  Britain,  even  the 
Archbijhop  of  Canterbury  himfelf,  and 
played  me  fuch  a  villainous  Prick ,  I  would 
have  you  pillory’ d,  and  your  Ears  cropt. 
He  anfwered,  with  the  fame  Gravity  and 
Coolnefs,  Si  yo  no  efloy  alia  j  but  I  am  not 
there. 

*  \ 

I  went  on,  in  the  Violence  of  my 
Paffion,  with  more  warm  Expreffions 
and  then  he  raifed  his  Voice  a  little,  and 
faid,  V.  M.  quiere  levant ar  la  Mano  contra 
la  Iglefia  ?  Do  you  want  to  lift  up  your 
Hand  againft  the  Church  ? ,  ln  fhort,  I  left 
him,  and  went  to  the  Governor’s,  who 
was  then  at  great  Variance  with  the  Je- 
fuits,  and  told  him  the  whole  Story ;  who 
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paufed  a  little,  and  lin'd,  “  Well !  I  have 
“  told  you  of  your  Merchants  frequently, 
“  (meaning  the  Jefmts )  now  you  fee  what 
“  they  are  ?  1  wifli  to  God,  I  could  come 
over  them;  but  they,  are  fubjedted  to 
“  no  Laws  but  ©f  their  own  making,  and 
*c  acknowledge  no  Power  nor  Jurifdidion 
but  from  the  P ope  ;  lo  I  can  give  you 
“  no  Redrefs  in  this  Cafe ;  for  they  don’t 

coins  under  the  Civil  Power. 99 
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■  few  Days  after,  when  I  was  quite 
<~ocl,  I  paid  a  Vifit  to  the  Jefuits  again, 
to  reafon  the  Cafe,  and  aiked  them.  If 
they  'would  not  give  me  the  Price  that 
my  Cacao  fold  at  ?  They  unanimoufly 
anfwered,  (for  there  were  then  three  or 
four  of  them  together)  That  they  -would 
return  the  Money  that  I  paid  for  it,  or 
give  me  an  equal  Quantity  of  Cacao,  -when 
it  came  from  the  Inland  Country ;  but  the 
College  muft  not  fuff er :  So  I  rook  my 
Money,  and  put  up  with  the  Loft,  for 
fear  of  being  worfe  off.  The  Diff  vence 
amounted  to  about  5000  Pieces  of  Eight, 
which  was  a  fufficient  Premium  for  them 

to 


Y’l 


of  his  Own  Life-time.  203 

to  ftrike  at,  when  they  knew  I  was  going 
off,  and  could  make  no  more  of  me. 

1  t  is  impoffible  to  conceive ,  or  to  en¬ 
tertain  a  juft  and  adequate  Notion  of  the 
Happinefs  a  free-born  Subject  of  Great 
Britain,  on  account  of  the  Liberty  and 
Property  he  enjoys,  without  being  fuffi- 
ciently  experienced  in  the  Mifery  of  thofe, 
who  are  fubjeded  by  Birth  to  the  Tyranny 
of  an  abfolute  civil  Power,  and  the  Slavery 
of  an  Ecclefiajlic  Yoke.  That  Society, 
who  calls  themfelves,  The  Society  of  Jesus, 
are  the  moft  political  Set  of  People  in  the 
whole  World :  They  carry  plenipotentiary 
Powers  from  the  Pope ,  exclufive  of  all 
Jocular  Authority,  which  are  as  defpoti- 
cally  exercifed,  as  politically  ufed,  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Hierarchy  ;  and  they  may 
properly  be  called  the  Church-militant  % 
for,  if  his  Holinefs  was  to  tax  every  Pa- 
rifh  100  Crowns,  and  every  Convent  50, 
which  is  a  mere  Trifle,  payable  on  De¬ 
mand,  throughout  all  his  Ecclefiajlical 
Jurifdidions,  and  decimate  his  Clergy,  he 

would  be  more  powerful  in  Men  and  Mo¬ 
ney, 
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J1C y>  tha"  aI1  the  Prir>ces  in  Chrijiendom 
put  together  :  And  the  Jefuits  themfelves 
when  they  attack,  do  more  Execution’ 
and  make  greater  Devaluation,  than  any 
Army  of  Soldiers. 


A 

There  was  a  Set  of  People  in  Great 
Britain,  called  Quakers,  of  fome  Affinity 
in  Inclinations  and  Refemblance  in  Con- 
dudf,  to  the  Jefuits,  fly,  cunning,  and 
hypocritical  ;  but  greatly  inferior  to  them 
in  Education,  and  entirely  diverted  of  all 
Power  and  Authority,  and  all  Manner  of 

Employment,  as  well  in  Ecclefiaftical  as 
in  Civil  Affairs, 


I  left  Cartagena  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Year  1734,  ftopt  two  or  three  Weeks 
at  Jamaica^  and  then  made  the  beff  of 
my  Way  ior  London 3  where  I  met  with 
tiie  fame  polite  Reception  and  Behaviour 
ii'orn  Sir  John  Kyles  as  formerly. 


Br:  i  no  o i  Opinion  that  the  new  Set  of 
Directors  had  no  other  Reafon  for  their 
violent  Tranfaclions,  than  to  get  into  the 

Saddle 
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Saddle  themfelves,  and  provide  for  their 
own  Creatures,  fo  that  they  might  anfwer 
their  own  private  Views  and  Defigns ; 
therefore  I  took  the  Liberty  to  give  into 
them  a  Memorial. * 

This  Memorial  was  given  in  to  the 
Court  of  Direflors ,  Sept.  24,  1734-  1 

was  then  under  Covenants  with  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Company  for  five  Years,  of 
which  there  were  only  three  expired,  and 
had  a  Counter-part  of  thofe  Covenants, 
which  I  fhewed  to  my  Lawyer  •,  Why, 

«  faid  he,  you  have  got  the  wrong  End 
«  of  the  Staff,  you  fhould  always  go  to 
“  Law  againfl  Companies  with  their  own 
“  Money,  inftead  of  which  they  have 
“  got  your  Money  to  go  to  Law  with* 
“  Your  Demands  are  jult  in  Reafon,  Law? 
«  and  Equity,  but  their  Purfe  is  a  good 
“  deal  heavier  and  longer  than  yours 
u  which,  I  think,  were  very  prudent  and 
“  cordial  Hints.” 

I  waited  feveral  Years  foil i citing, 

without  being  able  to  procure  my  Sallary 

due 
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due  to  me  at  Home,  or  recover  one  Dol¬ 
lar  of  my  Effeds  due  to  me  Abroad  •  nor 
would  they  fo  much  as  give  me  leave  to 
look  after  my  Effeds  abroad  in  the  Spanifb 
Wsf -Indies ,  and  took  effedual  Care  to 
intercept  and  interrupt  all  my  Correfpon- 
dence  there :  So  I  felt,  to  my  fatal  Expe¬ 
rience,  how  the  Game  was  a  going; 
when  the  Mafk  was  taken  off,  the  Dif- 
guife  appealed  plainly ;  for  they  always 
hunted  in  a  Pack,  and  the  whole  Pack 
was  led  by  Ring-leader ,  a  ftaunch  Hound  ! 
It  is  true,  Jowler  was  the  flrfl:,  a  deep- 
mouth’d  Hound!  but  it  was  obfervable 
he  always  hunted  with  an  ered  Head  and 
open  Mouth,  and  made  a  terrible  loud, 
deep  Noife  ;  but  had  a  very  bad  Nofe, 
fo  that  he  feldom  or  never  found  the  Scent 
him  I  c  if ;  Whereas  Ring-leader  had  a  very 
good  Nofe,  and  followed  the  Scent  clofe. 
But  Courfer  was  the  fleeted:  Hound  of  the 
whole  Pack,  and  could  have  out-run 
Ring-leader  with  great  Eafe,  but  he  never- 
would  pafs  him,  only  kept  clofe  by  him, 
and  foxnetimes,  when  Ring-leader  mils’d 
the  Scent,  and  was  at  Default,  Courfer  put 

him 
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him  into  the  Scent  again  ;  and  the  whole 
Pack  had  fo  good  an  Opinion  of  Ring¬ 
leaders  Nofe,  that,  whenever  he  ppene  , 
they  would  all,  without  ever  laying  their 
Nofes  to  the  Ground,  open  and  follow. 


,  4  t  ..  , 

And  accordingly  they  font  out  one  of 
their  Beagles,  a  young  Whelp  juft  fet  in, 
only  fit  as  yet  to  play  with  his  mnDail ; 

for  he  was  not.  fo  much  as.  entered,  noi 

never  had  been  at  a  Chace,  at  leaft,  I  dare 
venture  to  affert,  he  had  never  been  in  at 
a  Death ;  but  he  was  of  Ring-leader  s 
Breed,  fo  mu  ft  be  provided  for,  at  what¬ 
ever  Difgrace,  Expence  and  Lofs  to  the 
Country  in  general,  and  the  Company  m 
particular. 


But  this,  being  too  grofs  an  Impofi- 
tion  on  the  World,  fell  under  the  Cogni¬ 
zance  of  a  general  Court  of  the  Propi  ietOi  s 
of  South-Sea  Stock,  when  Majier  was  not 
only  fufpended  from  his  Prefident[hip4 
but  rendered  incapable  of  ferving  the 

Company  in  anv  Ihape  whatever ;  which 
c  .  Cenfurs 


/ 
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Ccnfure  the  old  Hound  deferved  more 
richly  than  the  young  Puppy. 

Thus  was  the  Nation  to  be  expofed, 
and  the  Company’s  Intereft  to  be  facrificed 
to  the  private  V  iews  and  Defigns  of  our 
new  Reformers  !  Thus  was  the  Company’s 
Intereft  and  Credit  intirely  funk  abroad 
amongft  the  difcerning  Spaniards ,  and 
Britons  became  delpicable  from  the  ma¬ 
ny  diffei  ent  Samples  that  they  had  leen 
amongft  them. 

Th  i  s  was  the  very  Rock  on  which  the 
Royal  African  Company  was  wrecked, 
opprcfing  and  not  paying  their  Servants ; 
for  which  Reafon  they  cou’d  find  no-body 
of  Capacity  and  Credit  to  ferve  them -,  and, 
I  hope,  their  Honours  will  do  me  the 
Juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  I  prognofti- 
cated  their  Fate,  fome  Years  before  it 
came  to  pals,  and  told  them  of  it  in  plain 
Terms,  as  appears  by  my  Obfervations 
before-mentioned. 

But,  lucky  for  the  Company  !  in  this 
Interim  their  Sub-governor ,  Sir  Richard 

Hopkins , 
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Hopkins  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Peter1 
Burrell ,  Efq-  a  Gentleman  of  undoubted 
Honour  and  Integrity  5  but,  as  I  obferved 
before,  the  Difeafe  was  deiperate,  and  the 
Remedy  to  be  applied  too  late. 

I 

MethoughtI  faw  a  Parcel  of  Moles 
Working  hard  under  ground,  throwing  up 
Dirt  to  befpatter  others,  whilft  the  very  Dirt, 
gathered  together  in  a  Heap,  by  its  own 
fpecifick  Weight,  the  Mound  being  un¬ 
dermined,  tumbled  down  upon  them- 
felves,  and  fmothered  them. 

I  had  a  very  large  Field  here  to  ob- 
ferve  ;  though  fome  hundreds,  to  my  cer¬ 
tain  Knowledge,  had  lain  under  particular 
Obligations  to  Sir  John  'Eyles,  not  one  of 
a  hundred  appeared  with  common  Gra¬ 
titude,  and  even  fome  of  them,  who  had 
acquired  handfome  Eftates  by  his  Favour 
and  Protection,  mod  fcandaloufly  turned 
the  very  Weapons  againft  him. 

Some  time  after  my  Arrival  at  Ja* 
male  a ,  I  heard  of  my  fad  Friend,  Sir  John 
Eyles ’s  Death,  which  gave  me  much 

P  Concern 
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Concern,  as  it  was  a  great  Lofs  to  our 
Country  in  general,  efpecially  the  dif- 
trelfed  Part  of  them  ;  for  his  Humanity 
and  Generality  were  fo  extenlive,  that,  if 
two  or  more  Perfons  of  equal  fair  Cha¬ 
racter  and  Merit,  applied  to  him  for  his 
Countenance,  he  was  always  fure  to  affifl 
the  moll  dillrelled  ;  but  the  Lofs  was 
more  particularly  great  to  me,  as  it  de¬ 
prived  me  of  an  Opportunity  of  acknow¬ 
ledging  my  Gratitude  perfonally,  to  diftin- 
guilh  myfelf  from  the  common  ungrateful 
Herd  of  Mankind,  who  lay  under  much 
more  Obligation  to  him  :  Yet  I  dare  to  lay, 
that  this  very  Gentleman  had  more  Satis¬ 
faction  in  his  own  Mind,  notwithllanding 

3  O 

all  the  Ingratitude  he  met  with,  for  the 
good  Offices  he  had  done,  than  the  avari¬ 
cious  Mifer  poffibly  can  have  in  heaping 
up  all  his  Mountains  of  Treafure. 

•  .  ’  ~  —  ....  i,  r;  « . 

The  only  -certain  diltinguiffiing  Mark 
of  Mankind,  by  all  that  I  have  learnt  in  this 
World,  is,  “  He  who  does  the  moll  good 
“  Offices  and  fewell  bad,  whillt  he  has 
“  it>  in  his  Power,  is  the  bell  Man,  6? 
t(  vice  verfa  •”  the  firll  is  an  angelical 

Virtue, 


/ 
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Virtue,  the  reverfe  a  diabolical  Vice,  and 
I  am  fully  convinced  from  this,  and  in¬ 
numerable  other  Obfervations  of  the  fame 
kind,  that  Self-love  is  the  original  Source 
and  Spring  of  all  Actions  in  human  Life, 
Good  as  well  as  Bad. 

This  was  the  third  Time  I  made  my 
Appearance  on  the  grand  Stage  of  Life  : 
“  Now,  faid  the  World,  he  mu  ft  be  rich 
“  but  a  great  Villain,  for  he  does  not  pay 
“  his  Debts  fo  many  Years  owing.” — • 
“  True,  faid  I,  I  don*t  pay  all  my  Debts, 
u  for  a  very  good  Reafon,  I  have  not 
“  Money  enough  :  They  come  to  a  great 
tx  deal  more  Money  than  you  know  of, 
u  or  can  imagine;  and  tho’  I  haveatleaft 
“  double  that  Sum  owing  to  me,  I  can- 
44  not  get  at  it ;  fo  P alien fa  por  fuerca." 
Weil !  up  comes  a  little  fcoundrel  Fel¬ 
low,  “  Why  don’t  you  pay  me  ?  fays  he, 
44  you  cannot  be  an  honeft  Man  ;  but — • 
44  I’ll  make  you  one.” 

There’s  no  Torment  on  Earth  can 
equal  this  to  a  generous  Soul  1  a  mere 

P  2  Hell 
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Hell  upon  Earth  !  I  can  only  declare  upon 
H  onour,  that  I  never  defired  Life  upon 
any  other  Account,  than  to  do  Juftice  to 
all  the  World,  and  to  fliew  my  Gratitude 
to  my  Benefactors :  At  the  fame  Time  I 
do  acknowledge,  that  I  have  loft  one 
Eftate  by  my  own  Vanity  and  Folly ;  I 
have  / 'pent  another  tolerable  one  by  my 
own  Mifmanagements  and  bad  Conduct  j 
and  I  have  loft  a  third  very  confiderable 
one  by  my  real  Misfortunes  in  Trade  j 
and  I  ftill  hope  to  have  a  better  Eftate  at 
my  Death,  than  any  of  the  three  to  be 
applied  to  the  aforefaid  Ufes :  For,  when¬ 
ever  I  had  an  Opportunity  of  creeping 
into  Bulinefs,  I  launched  out  very  confi- 
derably,  and,  though  in  fo  doing  I  have 
fuftained  great  Loftes,  I  can  ftill  fafely  fay, 
Eh  at  I  have  a  great  deal  more  Money  owing 
to  me  than  I  owe,  (either  on  the  Score  of 
Credit  or  Gratitude )  the  common  Salvo 
for  Incapacity  to  difeharge  pecuniary  Ob¬ 


ligations. 


Wn  A  t  is  attributed  to  Accident  or 
Chance,  generally  fpeaking,  is  entirely  ow¬ 
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ing  to  Judgment,  as  appears  in  the  Game 
of  Back  gammon ,  what  we  commonly 
call  Chance  depends  moftly  on  Judgment  ; 
for  he,  that  has  the  fuperior  Judgment  in 
a  Courfe  of  Play,  will  certainly  get  the 
better  at  laft,  let  Luck,  take  which  Side 
fire  pleafes.  Let  two  Game  fie  ns  lit  down 
jo  pi ,  with  ten  Guineas  each  in  his 
Pocket,  and  agree  to  play  one .  Guinea  a 
Game,  till  one  of  them  lofes  his  ten  Gui¬ 
neas,  the  one,  I  fuppofe,  to  have  a  much 
fuperior  Judgment  in  the  Play  than  the 
other.  Luck  or  Chance,  which  ever  you 
are  pleafed  to  call  it,  may  give  the  firft 
ten  Guineas  to  the  Player  of  inferior 
Judgment  in  the  Play,  till  the  other  is 
ftripped ;  yet,  in  the  Courfe  of  Play,  the 
Advantage  mud  have  infallibly  fallen  to 
the  Player  of  fuperior  Judgment,  if  he 
had  had  Money  enough  to  have  continued 
the  Play  any  confiderable  Time, 

An  emblematical  Representation  of  this 

World  / 

Under  theft  Perplexities,  and  Anxi¬ 
eties  of  Mind,  as  well  in  publick  as  in - 

P  *  private 
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private  Affairs,  (for  our  Prime  Minifter  by 
this  Time  had  made  up  his  Harlequin’ s 
Coat,  a  very  compleat  Piece  of  Patchwork , 
the  Convention  made  at  the  Pardo ,  the  i  a 
of  Jan .  1 739,  N.  S.)  I  went  into  theCoun- 
tiy  to  Sir  John  Pyles  (who  fomeYears  before 
he  died)  retired  from  all  manner  of  Bufinefs, 
and  opened  myfelf  freely  to  him,  and  told 
him,  that  there  was  an  abfolute  Neceflity 
for  my  returning  to  the  Wejl-Indies,  un¬ 
der  the  Protection  of  the  AJfiento  Service , 
if  poffible,  to  fave  my  Effeds  from  pe¬ 
rilling,  and  conlequently  myfelf  from 
Ruin  j  and  afked  him,  “  If  he  was  well- 
“  acquainted  and  in  Friendfhip  with  our 
“  new  Sub-governor,  Mr.  Burrell ?”  He 
anfivered,  “  Yes ;  Burrell  is  a  Man  of 
“  Honour,  but  he  will  find  Difficulty 
“  enough  to  do  any  Thing  for  you  amongfl 
“  thofe  People  ;  they  are  a  malicious  Set, 
“  and  will  admit  no-body  in  the  Company's 
“  Service  but  their  own  Creatures,  if  they 
tc  can  poffibly  help  it :  However,  I  will 

fpeak  to  Mr.  Burrell  about  you.” 

Accordingly,  fome  Days  after  ] 


met 
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met  Mr.  Burrell  accidentally  in  the  Low  t 
of  Requejls ,  who  knew  me  by  light,  and 
told  me,  that  Sir  John  had  fpoke  to  him 
about  me,  and  defired  me  to  wait  on  him 
at  his  Houfe ;  which  I  did,  when  I 
opened  myfelf  to  him  with  the  fame  free 
dom,  I  ufed  to  do  to  Sir  John  Eyles  : 
But,  he  being  juft  then  chofen  Sub-gover¬ 
nor  in  the  room  of  Sir  Richard  Hopkins-, 
the  Direction  was  entirely  new  to  him  ; 
yet  he  was  fenlible  of  the  Difficulties  of 
re-inftating  me  in  the  Service  with  the 
People  who  had  turned  me  out.  But,  to 
come  to  the  Purpofe,  he  alked  me,  If 
“  I  had  any  one  of  the  Direttors  to  fig  a 
“  my  Petition?  and  who?”  I  anfwered, 
<c  Yes .  Courfer  would  fign  my  Petition.” 
He  was  greatly  furprized  at  that ;  for  this 
Gentleman  was  a  leading  Man,  of  the  fac¬ 
tious  Party  in  the  Diredtion,  and  always 
went  hand-in-hand  with  Ring-leader, 
who  had  fet  up  one  in  Oppofition  to  me, 
for  the  Vacancy  I  then  pulhed  for :  So 
he  alked  me  again,  “  If  I  was  fore  of 
“  him?”  I  anfwered,  “  I  was  very  fore, 
“  he  durft  not  refofe  his  Hand  to  the  Gen- 
•  P  4  “  tlemau 
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“  tleman  who  promifed  me  to  afk  it; 

but  God  only  knew  his  Heart.”  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  this  very  Gentleman  iigned  my 
betition  to  the  Court  of  Directors^  at  the 

lame  time,  1 11  venture  to  fay,  he  balloted 
againft  me. 

However  that  might  be,  though  I 
loft  this  Point,  I  gained  another,  in  being 
re-in ftated  in  the  Honourable  Company’s 
Sei  vice,  as  Surgeon  to  their  Fadtory  at 
la  Vera  Cruz ,  and  entered  into  fuch  Bonds 
with  Sureties  as  the  Honourable  Court  of 
Directors ,  my  Mailers,  required  ;  and  was 
ordered  by  them,  the  4th  of  Augujl ,  1738, 
to  proceed  to  the  faid  Fadtory,  by  the 
Way  of  Jamaica^  as  appears  by  their  In- 
ftrudtions  to  me  of  the  fame  Date.  1  fee 
out  on  my  Voyage  for  la  Vera  Cruz  in 
America ,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year 

1 7 3  9 >  ^7  Way  of  Jamaica.  I  was  fcarce 
arrived  at  Jamaica ,  when  we  had  the 
News  of  Reprizals  with  Spain ,  and  foon 
after  ot  a  Declaration  of  War  againft  that 
Crown.  I  own  that  I  had  fo  indifferent  a 
Notion  of  the  Convention  from  the  begin¬ 
ning, 
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ning,  that  I  thought  it  could  not  be  du¬ 
rable  •  yet  I  never  doubted  but  the  Patch- 
work  might  have  ftuck  together  for  two 
or  three  Years,  till  I  could  difpofc  of 
and  gather  in  my  Effeds,  which  was  all 
I  wanted  from  it  for  my  own  private  Lie  -, 
but  an  immediate  Rupture  difconcerted 
all  my  Meafures,  and  plunged  me  into 
greater  Misfortunes  than  ever  ;  and  has 
been  the  Caufe  of  a  whole  Series  of  Tiou- 
bles  during  this  long  War. 

t'  ^  ‘T 

I  waited  at  Jamaica  eight  Years  in 
Expectation  from  Year  to  A  eat  of  my 
honourable  Mailer's  Commands,  in  full 
Hopes  of  a  Peace,  I  hope  an  honourable 
Peace,  or  none,  for  I  am  fure  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  Strength  enough  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  to  force  them  into  any  Peace,  or 
blow  them  into  the  Air  ;  and,  as  for  my 
own  private  Intereft,  I  would  lufter  the 
greateft  Mifery,  rather  than  have  Peace 
upon  any  other  than  honourable,  juft 
Terms  ;  till  then  I  hope  my  Honourable 
Mailers  will  put  me  upon  the  compaffio- 

'  nate  Lift,  as  one  of  their  oldeft,  and,  I 

may 
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may  iay,  moft  faithful,  Without-gotten 

Jew  ants.  J 


F  OR’  ,t0  accomplitli  my  Defigns,  I  had 
concerted  and  agreed  with  one  Capt.  Fen- 

'  (who  was  ^en  under  the  Protection 
<>t  our  Deputy-governor,  John  Briftow 
Uq-,)  to  buy  a  Velfel  in  Copartnerfhip, 
to  be  employed  in  the  Company’s  Service; 
and  betwixt  us  we  had  Intereft  enough  to 
procure  her  the  la  Vera  Cruz  Station, 
where  I  was  to  refide,  and  the  Captain  was 
to  command  the  Veffel  on  that  Station  to 
and  from  Jamaica.  Accordingly,  we  pur- 
chafed  the  Veffel-,  fitted  her  completely 
out  for  Sea,  and  /he  was  immediately 
taken  into  the  Company’s  Service:  We 
alfo  borrowed  from  myFriends,  to  carry  on 
our  Plan,  about  3000/.  but  the  unexpected 
and  fudden  breaking  out  of  the  War  dif- 
appointed  all  our  Views  ;  fo  that  the  Vef- 
iel  made  one  Voyage  only  in  the  Compa-. 
ny’s  Service,  tho’  a  very  profitable  one ; 
yet,  thro’  the  Infidelity  of  the  Captain,' 
and  the  DifijoneJly  in  his  Accounts,  the 
"  000/.  were  almoff  funk  in  twelve  Months 
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Time,  and  the  dead  Weight  fell  upon  me 
for  the  Captain  not  only  left  his  Frujl ,  but 
his  Country  too,  (I  fliould  rather  fay  Great 
Britain,  for  he  was  an  Irijlmian,  which  to 
my  Sorrow  I  knew  when  too  late)  which 
funk  my  Credit,  both  at  Home  and  A- 
broad  intirely,  and  almoft  ruined  me  be- 
yond  Redemption. 

The  Fraud  mud  certainly  have  been 
defigned  by  him  from  the  very  firft  fetting 
out ;  for,  by  Agreement  in  London ,  we 
confignedall  our  Goods  and  Effects  in  Joint* 
flock,  value  about  3000/.  to  Capt.  Furrier 
in  Jamaica,  and  the  Bills  of  Loading  were 
figned  accordingly ;  but  he  (Fennell)  got 
to  Jamaica  before  me,  and  I  do  believe 
defigned  to  take  up  tnefe  Bills  of  Loading, 
and  put  all  our  Effe&s  into  the  Hands  of 
one  John  Curtin,  a  Countryman  of  his 
own,  with  whom  he  had  combined  ;  and 
I  never  could  recover  them  out  of  his 
Hands,  till  at  laft  the  Remedy  proved 

worfe  than  the  Difeafe, 

■  *  *  *  • 

I  HAVE 
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1  have  had  greater  Lodes  than  this, 
in  the  Courfe  of  my  Budnefs,  but  never 
any  that  bore  fo  hard  upon  me ;  for  now 
I  was  not  only  dunned,  but  upbraided  by 
my  Friends,  fbr  I  bore  the  Blame  of  all. 
I  own  it  was  intirely  on  my  Account  that 
the  Money  was  lent ;  therefore  I  loft  both 
my  Money  and  my  Friends ;  and  what 
hnail  Portion  I  recovered  of  the  3000/. 

I  was  obliged  to  get  by  a  tedious  and  ex- 
penfive  Chancery-fuit  in  Jamaica, ,  which 
Remedy  in  the  Confequence  proved  as 
bad  as,  if  not  worfe  than,  the  Difeafe,  all 
cat  up  in  Colts  and  Law  Charges,  for  I 
was  three  Years  before  I  got  a  Decree, 
and  three  Years  more  without  being  able 
to  get  the  Chancellor’s  final  Decree  put 
into  Execution,  which  I  imputed  chiefly 
to  the  Mai  dial  and  his  Bailiffs  playing 
Booty ;  for  his  Soul  was  in  no- wife 
fuperior  to  his  Bum-bailiff’s ;  a  due  Coun¬ 
try  indeed  !  where  a  Chancellor’s  Decree 
cannot  be  enforced  and  executed  in  three 
Years  Time,  by  Execution !  Vend.  Exp. 
and  alias  Writs  unheard  of  in  Chancery. 
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I  m  e  t  with  one  Mr.  Beames  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  who  was  a  Creature  of  th t  factious 
Party  in  the  Direction,  and  lately  ftationed 
for  la  Vera  Cruz  :  They  had  fet  him  np 
in  Oppofition  to  my  Intereft,  an  ,  as 
they  ftill  had  a  Majority  of  Votes  in  the 
Court  of  Directors,  they  got  him  placed 

ever  me. 

He  had  a  very  large  Cargo  from  his 
Friends  at  London,  (or  rather,  under  the 
Rofe,  at  Jamaica)  defigned  for  L  Vera 
Cruz  ■,  but  he  was  ordered  to  keep  it  very 
fecret  from  me.  We  very  foon  differed  ; 
for  it  was  an  impoffible  Thing  for  us  to 
fet  our  Horfes  together,  as  our  Interefts 
were  diametrically  oppofite  ;  .he  behaved 
in  a  very  f coundr  el  Manner  to  me,  and  I 
treated  him  as  fuch ;  and  accordingly  had 
him  publickly  chaftized,  with  all  his  Ac¬ 
complices,  which  he  richly  deferved. 
Notwithftanding,  he  proceeded  on  his 
Voyage  to  la  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  and 
his  Cargo  were  feized,  whilft  I  remained 

at  Jamaica.  In  this  Voyage  they  funk 

about 


— 
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about  10,000  /.  from  Jamaica,  and  double 
that  Sum  from  London .. 


.  UndeR  this  Situation  of  Affairs,  bein°- 

involved  in  a  great  many  thoufand  Pounds 
at  Home,  my  Effete  thus  embezzled  at 
Jamaica,  the  AJJiento  Trade  flopped,  fl> 
that  I  could  not  recover  a  Farthing  of  my 
Effete  from  the  Spaniards,  nothing  but 
an  uncommon  Stock  of  Spirits,  efpecially 
in  the  decline  of  Life,  could  have  flip- 
ported  me  from  finking  under  fuch  a 
reavy  Load  of  Difappointments  •  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  was  obliged  to  fupport 
mylelf  in  the  moft  expenfive  Country, 
pernaps,  in  the  whole  World,  with  the 
additional  Burden  of  a  Chancery-juit  for 
the  Recovery  of  my  Effete ;  but  I  was 
refolved  to  ftruggle  to  the  very  lafl,  with 
my  utmoft  Eflorts,  for  the  retrieving  my 
Honour  and  Credit,  funk  in  fo  vile  a 
Manner  by  the  Villany  of  others. 


Then  I  turned  my  Thoughts  intirely 
to  try  if  any  thing  could  be  done  in  pri¬ 
vate  Li  adc  upon  the  Spanijh  Coafl,  where 


I  was 
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I  was  perfectly  well-acquainted :  Accord¬ 
ingly,  I  was  principally  concerned  in  fitting 
out  and  aflorting  the  Cargo  of  two  Veflels, 
and  part  Owner  in.  both;  I  went  the 
Voyage  myfelf,  and  the  Method  of  Trad¬ 
ing  was  thus : 

They  either  fet  out  five  or  fix,  more 
or  lefs,  fmall  Vefl’els  in  Company,  and  un¬ 
der  the  Convoy  of  a  Man  of  War,  or 
fingly  by  themfelves,  manned,  as  they 
called  it,  with  fifty  Hands  on  board,  or 
upwards;  but  whilft  they  aie  under  Con 
voy  only  with  twenty.  The  Captain  of 
the  Man  of  War  won’t  let  them  flir  from 
one  another;  fo  fome  through  Malice, 
others  through  Envy,  the  reft,  to  draw 
their  Commifiion  of  12  and  a  half  per 
Cent,  fell  at  all  Events,  every  one  endea¬ 
vouring  to  under-fell  and  undermine  one 
another,  at  any  dirty,  low  Rate,  ot  even 
by  Tricking,  and  the  cunning  Spaniard 
all  this  while  flips  no  Opportunity  to  im¬ 
prove  that  Strife  to  his  own  Advantage  ; 
fo  that  the  Price  of  every  Thing  were  re¬ 
duced  to  onefhird  of  what  they  were  when 

I  lived 
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1  lived  amongft  them  in  the  AJfiento  Com- 
party's  Service* 

W  E  ufed  to  fell  the  Company’s  Negroes 
hngly,  Men  and  Women,  from  28010300 
Pieces  of  Eight,  but  in  that  private  Trade 
120  to  130  was  thehigheft,  and  all  other 
Goods  in  Proportion.  I  own  the  Spaniards 
were  at  a  very  great  Expence,  and  run 
much  Rifk  in  buying  Goods  in  that  clan- 
deftine,  contraband  Way ;  for  they  had 
no  lefs  than  twelve  different  Guards  to 
pafs  from  Porto-bello  to  Panama ,  and 
every  one  of  them  muff  be  paid  in  pair¬ 
ing  }  and  perhaps,  after  they  had  palled 
and  paid  eleven,  the  twelfth  feizes  upon 
all,  or  makes  them  pay  through  the  Nofe 
for  it.  Our  Expences  and  Cofts  in  this 
private  Trade  were  likewife  very  extrava¬ 
gant  j  for  we  paid  free  per  Cent,  on  all 
fold  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Convoy,  whilft 
the  Dutch  reaped  the  Benefit  of  our  Con¬ 
voy  for  nothing. 

I  f  we  went  without  Convoy,  manned 
fifty  Sailors  at  5/.  a  Month,  and  great 

Diffi- 
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Difficulty  to  get  them  tod  at  any  Price, 
with  the  Hire  of  the  Veffel  at  80/.  a 
Month  at  leaft,  it  became  a  moft  exorbi¬ 
tant  Charge,  whilft  the  Dutch  failed  at  a 
very  fmall  Charge,  ahd  confequently  able, 
and  always  willing  enough  to  under-fell 
us  at  leaft  25  per  Cent,  and  the  French 
alfo  had  the  Liberty  of  their  Ports  during 

that  War. 

0 

From  the  lorig  Experience  X  have  had 
in  that  Trade,  in  all  its  different  Shapes* 
I  dare  venture  to  affert,  that  the  fame 
Quantity  and  Quality  of  Goods,  employed 
in  the  AJfento ,  yielded  triple  the  net  Pro¬ 
ceeds  in  Ca(h,  to  what  they  did  employ  d 
in  that  forced  private  ^Trade ;  and  that 
whilll  the  AJfiento  Trade  was  prefer  ved  in 
its  full  Force,  with  all  its  Immunities  and 
Privileges,  it  produced  three  times  more 
Caffi  to  Britain,  than  all  that  private  Trade 
put  together  during  that  W  ar,  or  at  any 
other  Time  when  the  AJfiento  was  inter¬ 
rupted. 

'  .  ;  .  .  \  *  *  '  •  ; 

This  is  a  great  Truth  within  my  own 

O  Know- 
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Knowledge  ever  fince  the  Year  1724, 
which  obliged  me  to  knock  off  that  pri¬ 
vate  Trade,  finding,  that,  inftead  of  ex¬ 
tricating  me  out  of,  was  plunging  me 
into  deeper  Embarrafments,  there  being 
very  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  loft  by 
it,  and  an  entire  Stop  put  to  our  Britijh 
Manufactures :  For,  as  the  Traders  paid 
fo  much  by  the  Fardo  (a  Burden  of  75  lb. 
Weight)  to  the  Guards  ;  which  was  ad¬ 
judged  by  the  Quantity ,  not  the  Quality  ;  fo 
that  the  Cofts  on  a  Fardo  of  Bays ,  or  Long 
Ells,  was  as  much  as  on  the  fame  Quantity 
of  Gold,  Silver,  or  Flanders  Thread  Lace  : 
Whilft  the  Trader  could  afford  confider¬ 
able  Cofts  on  the  laft,  the  firft  would  in 
no  wife  anfwer  them. 

There  was  a  ‘Jamaica  Merchant  of 
fome  Credit  and  Reputation  in  London, 
who  wrote  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  Confi- 
derations  on  the  AmericanTrade  in 
thcMV  e  s  T-I  ndies,  aflerting,  “  That  the 
“  Trade  to  the  Spanijh  Coaft  was  carried 
“  on,  by  the  private  Traders  in  Jamaica , 
“  with  more  Advantage  to  the  Britijlo 

“  Com- 
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tc  Commerce,  than  by  the  Affent 0  Com - 
“  panyC  I  anfwered  him  with  Observa¬ 
tions  on  thofe  Confidcr ations ,  published  at 
London,  in  theYear  1741-2,  giving  a  fall 
and  exadt  Account  of  that' Branch  of  Trade 
in  all  its  different  Channels,  where  in  it 
plainly  appears,  when  that  Trade  is  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  A  Junto  Company  in  its  right 
Courfe,  it  returns  three  times  more  Mo¬ 
ney  in  ready  Cadi  to  the  Britiff  Com¬ 
merce,  than  in  any  other  Shape  whatfo- 
ever  :  But  that  is  fubmitted,  with  the  Ar¬ 
guments  pro  and  con ,  to  the  Judgment  of 
the  Reader.  I  {hall  here  only  alfure  him, 
that  I  was  not  in  any  wife  prejudiced  in 
Favour  of  the  Affento  Company  as  one  of 
their  Servants,  when  I  wrote  thofe  Conji¬ 
derations  *  I  pleaded  impartially  as  a  true 
Briton,  for  what  was  mod:  advantageous 
to  the  Nation  in  general;  and  London  in 
particular  has  experienced  the  Truth  of 
thofe  Arguments.  It  is  true,  I  have  feen 
from  Time  to  Time  in  the  London  News¬ 
papers- feveral  Buffs,  “  That  there  were 
«  fuch  and  fuch  a  Number  of  Veflels  ar- 
*c  rived  at  Jamaica,  from  the  Spanijh  Main 
<  '  Q^2  “  im- 
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“  immenfely  rich,  having  fold  their  Eu-> 
“  ropean  Goods  to  great  Advantage, 

But  the  Prices,  andBallance  of  Accompts. 
of  the  London  Merchants  with  their  Cor- 
refpondents  at  Jamaica ,  will  difcover 
the  naked  Pruth. 

Whilst  we  were  trading  upon  the 
Coaft,  Admiral  Vernon  was  knocking 
down  their  Gaftles  at  Porto-bello  and  Cha- 
gre,  which  at  firft  leemed  to  me  very  pre- 
.  pofterous.  However,  I  found  Trade  an- 
fwer  as  well,  if  not  better,  at  that  Time 
than  any  other  during  the  War  ;  for  the 
Spaniards  are  in  fome  meafure  to  be  com¬ 
pared  to  the  Breed  of  our  Spaniel  Dogs , 
the  more  you  beat  them,  the  more  they 
fawn  upon  you ;  for  there  is  no  Nation  in 
the  World  fo  proud  and  haughty  in  Pro- 
fperity ,  nor  fo  mean  and  dejcdxd  in  Ad¬ 
os  erf  it  y. 

W  hen  we  returned  from  this  Voyage, 
we  found  Jamaica  under  a  terrible  Con- 
fternation,  and  not  without  Reafon,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  following  Letter. 

“  Do 
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“  To  Peter  Burrell,  Efq-,  Member 
“  of  Parliament,  London. 

“  Sir, 

cc  1 N  C  E  my  Laft  I  have  only  to 
tc  acquaint  you,  that  the  Situation 
«  of  our  publick  Affairs  here  is  mofl  ter- 
“  ribly  altered. 

iC  The  Ferrol  Squadron,  confifting  of 
<c  twelve  Sail  of  Line  of  Battle  Ships  un- 
<c  der  the  Command  of  Don  Roderigo  de 
c<  T orreSy  is  got  fafe  into  Ccivtcigcvui  Har- 
<c  bour,  about  two  Months  ago,  and  car- 
cc  ries  proper  Materials  with  them,  for 

careening  the  fix  Sail  of  Line  of  Battle 
ic  Ships,  they  had  there  before  *  fo  they 
cc  are  now  eighteen  Line  of  Battle  Ships 
cC  flrong  ready  to  put  to  Sea. 

cc  The  Breji  and  Toulon  Squadrons  are 
“  met,  and  are  now  got  fafe  into  the 

«  Harbour  of  Port  Louis+Hifpamoto,  con- 

Q  3  <c  fifting 
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fifting  (as  I  am  credibly  informed)  of 
“  above  twenty  Line  of  Battle  Ships,  be, 
fides  Tranfports,  Tenders,  csV.  com- 
‘c  manded  by  the  Marquis  d'Antin ; 
“  whilft  Admiral  Vernon  continues  here 
in  Harbour  with  ten  Line  of  Battle 
Ships  only,  feeding  himfelf  with  Ex¬ 
peditions  of  a  Reinforcement  equal  to 
“  the  Strength  of  our  Enemies.  The  Re- 
tc  hilt  of  all  tnis  God  only  knows  ! 

Qi/is  tali  a  fando  temper  et  a  Lacbrymis  ! 

<c  We  have  a  perfedt  Stagnation  of  all 
Tiade  here,  attended  with  an  univerlal 
«  Difcontent;  the  Northern  Forces  are 
“  arrived  to  the  Number  of  three  Thou- 
find  fiveHundred,  under  the  Command 
of  Colonel  Gooch ,  and  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Cope  (Brigadier  Blackney  came  a- 
“  long  whh  them,  I  don’t  know  his 
“  Command)  which  quiets  the  Minds 

“  of  the  People  a  little;  the  reft  we  muft 
“  refer  to  Time. 

“  J  M  willingto  let  you  know.  Sir,  that 

“  I  am 
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«<  I  am  alive,  and  continue  with  a  firm 
“  Attachment  to  be, 

“  Sir, 

“  your  moft  devoted 
«  and  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

«  James  Houstoun.” 

“  Jamaica ,  Dec . 

14,  1740. 

» 

We  were  greatly  revived  from  our 
Conflernation  at  Jamaica ,  by  an  Exp  refs 
from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  NewcaJUet 
principal  Secretary  of  State,  &c. 

“  To  bis  Excellency  Edward  Trelaw- 
<c  ny,  F-j’r{\  Governor  oj  Jamaica,  &c* 

“  Sir , 

“  t  MUST  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 

“  Jl  my  Letter  to  Vice-admiral  / i irnon, 

«  which  I  have  defired  him  to  commu- 

“  nicate  to  you,  for  a  particular  Account 

«  of  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs,  of 

the  naval  Force  which  France  and  Spain 

Q4.  “  have 
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"  have  fent  t(>  the  Weft-. Indies,  and  of  the 
“  Direction  which  the  Lord’s  JuJlices 
“  have  thought  proper  to  give  for  a  very 
“  oonfiderable  Fleet  to  g0  under  the 
c<  Command  of  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle ,  with 
Lord  Cathcart  to  Jamaica ,  in  order  to 
join  Vice-admiral  /' ernon  there. 

You  will  alfo  fee  the  Account  we 
“  have  received  from  the  Northern  Cola - 
mes  in  America ,  of  the  great  Succefs 
with  which  the  Levies  arc  carrying  on 
“  there,  the  Number  of  Men  that  may 
‘‘  be  expected  from  thence,  the  Place  of 
“  Rendezvous,  and  the  Time  of  their 
"  failing ;  and  I  am  defired  by  the  Lords 
JuJlices,  to  recommend  it  to  you  in  a 
<f  particular  Manner,  to  take  the  bell 
Care  you  can,  for  the  quartering  or  en¬ 
camping  thofe  Troops  as  foon  as  they 
fhall  arrive  in  Jamaica ,  and  for  keep- 
ing  good  Difcipline  amongft  them,  till 
the  Lord  Cathcart  fhall  arrive,  and  for 
“  the  preventing  any  Defertion,  if  that 
•  “  fhou Id  be  apprehended. 

“  Tho’  ' 
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fc  'j'jjo’  we  hope  there  is  little  Rea_ 

<«  fon  to  apprehend  any  Attempt  upon 
“  Jamaica,  yet,  as  no  Dependance  can 
«  be  had  upon  the  Declarations  of  France, 

«  nor  any  certain  Judgment  to  be  made 
<c  as  to  the  Condudt  of  Spain ,  I  am  pei- 
“  fuaded  you  will  take  neceffary  Mea- 
“  fures  and  Precautions  againft  any  Sur- 

prize. 

“  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Vernon,  to 
“  give  you  all  poffible  Affiftance,  in  cafe 
“  any  Attempt  fhould  be  made  againft 
“  you,  and  as  the  Troops  from  the  Nor- 
“  them  Colonies  will  probably  foon  arrive 
“  in  Jamaica,  they  may  be  of  great  Ufe 
“  to  you  upon  any  fiich  Occafion.  I  ana 
<c  perfuaded  that  Colonel  Gooch,  who  you 
“  will  fee,  upon  Major  General  Spotj- 
“  wood's  Death,  has,  purfuant  to  his  Ma- 
“  O^ers,  taken  upon  him  the  Com- 

£t  mand  of  thofe  Troops,  will  be  ready 
“  to  employ  them  for  the  Defence  of  the 
a  Ifland,  if  there  fhould  be  Occafion,  in 

“  the 
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the  beft  Manner  he  is  able.  I  heartily 

“  will)  you  Succefs,  and  am, 

^  1 

“  Sir, 

•• Whitehall ,  Your  moil  obedient, 

“6^.12,1740.  9 

“  humble  Servant 
“  Holles  Newcastl  e.” 

1.  if  o’  his  Grace  of  Newcajlle  was  then 
or  Opinion,  and  hoped,  that  there  was 
little  Reafon  to  apprehend  any  Attempt 
upon  Jamaica ,  yet  the  abfolute  Certainty 
of  it  came  to  be  difcovered  afterwards,  in 
his  Majejly’s  own  Royal  Words,  in  his 
Declaration  of  War  againft  the  French 
King,  at  St.  James’s ,  the  29th  of  March, 
1 744,  amongft  other  juft  Complaints,  in 
Violation  of  all  publick  and  private  Faith , 
open  Breach  of  Treaties,  violating  the 
Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations,  “  by  fend- 
“  ing  in  the  Year  1740,  a  ftrong  Squa- 
“  dron  into  the  American  Seas,  in  order 
u  to  prevent  us  from  profecuting  the  juft 

“  War 
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«  War,  which  we  were  carrying  on  againft 
«  Spain  in  thofe  Parts  ;  and  we  have  the 
«  moft  authentick  Proof,  that  an  Order 
“  was  given  to  the  Commander  of  the 
“  French  Squadron,  not  only  to  aft  in  a 
“  hoftile  Manner,  againft  our  Ships,  either 
lt  jointly  with  the  Spaniard ,  or  feparately  ; 

<c  but  even  to  concert  Meafures  with  out 
«  Enemies,  for  attacking  one  of  ourprin- 
«  cipal  Dominions  in  America  ;  a  Du- 
«  plicate  of  that  Order,  dated  the  7th  of 
«  October,  1746,  having  fallen  into  the 
«  Hands  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
“  of  our  Squadron  in  the  Wejl-Indies. 

T  h  i  s  injurious  Proceeding  was 
“  greatly  aggravated  by  the  French  Mini- 
«  fter  at  Court,  having  declared,  on  Oc- 
«  calion  of  fending  the  faid  Squadron,  that 
“  the  French  King  was  very  far  from  hav- 
«  ing  any  Defign,  or  Intention  of  break- 

fC  ing  with  us,” 

Captain  Herbert ,  of  his  Majefty  s 
Ship  the  Norwich ,  being  out  on  a  Cruize, 
by  the  moft  extraordinary  lucky  Accident 
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ji i!igin<ib!c,  met  at  Sea  with  a  French 
Man  of  War  Snow,  commanded  by  a 
trench  Leant  who  was  carrying  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  Order,  for  the  French  to  join  the 
Spanijh  Fleet,  a  Duplicate  of  which  His 
Majefty  mentions.  When  the  French 
Leant  found  himfelf  furprized,  he  threw 
his  Diipatches  over-board,  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  Conjunction  of  the  two  Fleets 
at  that  Time,  with  all  its  difinal  Confe- 
quences :  But  at  all  Hazards  Capt.  Her- 
bert  brought  the  French  Count  to  Jamaica-, 
yet,  as  his  Difpatches  were  deftroyed,  and 
no  Papers  appeared  againfl  him  of  any 
Confequence,  and  no  War  being  then  de¬ 
clared  with  France ,  Admiral  l  emon  re¬ 
leafed  him.  This  happened  about  two 
Months  before  the  Arrival  of  our  grand 
fleet,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Chalo- 
ncr  Ogle ,  to  join  Admiral  Vernon. 

Kings  are  commonly  faid  to  be  the 
Scu>  cc  and  Fountain  of  all  Honour  ■,  but, 
metninks,  a  King  without  any  Honour  in 

mmielfj  is  the  moll  delpicable  of  all 
Creatures. 
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There’s  no  Nation  in  the  World  fo 
perfidious  as  the  French  ;  fo  that  now-a- 
days  Gallic#  Fides  is  become  a  fynonimous 
Expreflion  with  the  ancient  Punica  Fide s ; 
and  England  has  had  Examples  of  this 
Gallic  a  Fides,  to  their  fatal  Experience, 
from  William  of  Normandy  the  Conque¬ 
ror,  and  all  his  Succeffors,  to  King  John, 
who  granted  the  Magna  Ghat  ta  •,  and 
even  He,  and  his  Succeffors  afterwards, 
made  feveral  perfidious  Attempts  to  in¬ 
fringe  and  break  it;  till  major  vis  obliged 
King  John  to  hearken  to  Reafon,  which 
otherwife  he  never  would  have  done,  and 
reftore  and  re-eftablifh  his  Subjects  in  their 
ancient  Rights  and  Privileges,  plundered 
and  robbed  from  them  by  his  arbitrary 
and  tyrannic  Norman  Predeceflors ;  and 
indeed  his  own  Inclinations  were  as  bad 
and  wicked  as  any,  had  his  Capacity  and 
Abilities  been  equal  to  them :  Yet,  J 
hope,  they  were  then  fettled  upon  a  fure 
and  folid  Foundation,  the  Bafis  of  all  our 
Liberty  and  Property,  never  to  befhaken, 
but  in  the  Ruin  of  thofe  who  attempt  it  ; 

There- 
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Therefore  Britons  beware  of  another  Con-* 

queror  from  that  Country  ! 

•  \ 

Burnt  Children  ought  to  dread  the  Fire  ! 

By  his  Majefiy  s  Royal  Words  from 
the  Throne,  it  evidently  appears,  that  the 
Marquis  D'  Ant  in,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  whole  French  Fleet  on  that  Expe¬ 
dition,  had  fecret  Orders  to  join  the  Spa- 
nijh  Fleet,  under  the  Command  of  Don 
Roderigo  de  Forres ,  in  order  conjunct lv 
to  make  a  Defcent  on  Jamaica ,  and,  as  I 
was  credibly  informed,  one  Day  in  a 
Council  of  War,  they  prefled  the  Marquis 
D  ’  Ant  in  very  much  to  put  thofe  'Orders 
in  Execution  ;  fetting  forth  the  Facility  of 
taking  Jamaica  before  the  Arrival  of  the 
Britijh  Fleet :  “  Oui,  Ouit  Meffieurs, 
“  fa  id  the  Marquis,  it  is  eafy  enough  for 
"  us  to  get  to  Jamaica ,  but  how  lhall  we 
<c  get  back  again  ?”  And  fure  enough 
the  grand  Fleet  under  the  Command  of 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle ,  confiding  of  ten  eighty 
Gun  Ships,  nine  of  feventy  Guns,  and 
nine  of  fixty,  with  fix  of  fifty  and  under, 
befides  Fire-lhips,  Bombs,  &c.  making 

above 
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above  1 50  Sail  in  all,  Tranfport  Ships  and 
VefTels  included,  with  ten  Battalions  of 
Soldiers,  befides  3500  Land  Forces  from 
the  Northern  Colonies,  New  England, 
New  York,  and  Virginia ,  by  far  the 
greateft  Navy  and  Army  that  ever  was 
feen,  or  heard  of,  in  the  Wejlrlndus. 

They  arrived  at  that  very  critical 
Time,  fo,  had  the  combined  Fleets  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  their  Defign  as  projected,  they 
muft  certainly  have  met  with  this  grand 
Fleet  •,  and  we  had  ftrong  Reafons  to  ex¬ 
pert  a  complete  Victory  j  at  lead:  I  wilh’d 
P  om  the  bottom  of  my  Soul,  that  they 
had  put  it  to  the  Tryal. 


There  was  indeed  a  Sort  of  Rencontre 
at  Sea  between  three  or  four  Ships,  de¬ 
tached  from  this  grand  Fleet,  and  a  like 
Number  of  French  Ships :  The  Attack 
happened  in  the  Night-time, 

y  ^ 

by  Miftake  •,  however  it  might  be,  they 
continued  firing  at  one  another,  and  blun¬ 
dering  on  both  Sides  for  mod  Part  of  the 

Night  ;  but,  as  there  was  then  no  Decla¬ 
ration 
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ration  of  War  with  France ,  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Day-break,  they  left  off  by  Confent 
cf  both  Parties;  the Britijh  Ships  rejoined 
the  grand  Fleet  to  proceed  on  their  Voy- 
-  age  to  Jamaica,  and  the  French  Ships  re¬ 
turned  to  their  Fleet,  then  in  the  Harbour 
of  St.  Louis,  Tlifpaniola.  There  -were  alfo 
two  or  three  Ships  of  the  Line-of-battle, 
belonging  to  the  Fleet,  feparated  by  a 
Storm,  which  were  fafe,  but  never  arrived 
at  Jamaica. 


Before  this  grand  Fleet  could  join 

Admiral  Vernon ,  who  waited  at  Jamaica, 

to  take  upon  him  the  Command  in  Chief 

of  the  whole  Britijh  Fleet  in  the  Wejl- 

Indies,  in  order  to  go  with  all  Expedition 

to  pay  a  Vifit  to  the  jMarcjuis  D  Vint  in, 

but  his  Lordfhip  was  gone  (luckily  for 

him)  with  his  whole  Fleet  for  France ; 

and,  tho’  his  Lordfhip  made  a  very  fhort 

Stay,  not  above  two  Months  at  Hifpamo- 

la,  his  Fleet  was  reduced  to  great  Straits, 

for  want  of  Provifions,  Naval  Stores,  &c. 

which  caufed  a  very  confiderable  Morta¬ 
lity 
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lity  amongft  them,  before  their  Arrival  in 
France. 

Then  Admiral  Vernon ,  miffing  the 
Marquis ,  proceeded  on  his  defigned  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  Cartagena ;  but,  very  unfor- 
tunatelyj  my  Lord  Cat  heart,  who  was 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Britannick 
Majelfy’s  Land  Forces  on  that  Expedition, 
died  in  the  Paflage  from  England,  univer- 
fally  regretted  by  his  whole  Army,  and 
every  good  Man,  that  had  the  Honour  of 
his  Acquaintance,  and  much  more  unfor¬ 
tunately  for  the  Service,  as  he  was  fuc- 
eeeded  in  his  Command  by  Major  Gene¬ 
ral  Wentworth,  a  Gentleman  no  ways 
equal  to  1'uch  a  Command  :  As  indeed, 
Admiral  Vernon  faid  to  one  of  his  Aids  de 
Camps,  on  purpofe  that  it  might  be  told 
him  again,  Float  he  was  more  jit  to  be  a 
W apping  Attorney,  than  a  General,  with 
his  low  Cunning,  equivocating,  and  chican¬ 
ing  Fricks. 

I  d  o  acknowledge,  that  he  was  a  Man 
of  no  great  Undemanding,  and,  as  Admi- 
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ral  Vernon  rightly  obfcrved,  what  Under- 
ftanding  he  had  exerted  itfelf  in  low, 
mean  Cunning,  and  Referve ;  and  tho’ 
he  was  not  unmannerly  or  rude  in 
Convention,  yet,  methought,  he  had 
the  leaft  of  a  Gentleman  about  him,  of 
any  one  that  ever  I  had  the  Honour  of 
knowing  in  fuch  a  fuperior  Station,  with 
a  down-caft-look,  fo  as  never  to  look  one 
in  the  Face,  tho’  there  was  no  Reafon  to 
doubt  his  perfonal  Courage. 

On  the  other  hand,  Admiral  Vernon 
was  a  down-right  honed:  Man  ;  he  had  a 
hearty  Zeal  and  a  fincere  Attachment  for 
the  Service  of  his  King  and  Country ;  but 
abhorred  the  then  Prime  Minifter  5  he  was 
a  very  good  Sea-officer,  and  kept  a  moft 
ftridl  Command  in  Difcipline  ;  but  he 
was  prodigioully  paffionate,  and  unman¬ 
nerly,  rude,  and  abufive  in  his  Paffion : 
In  ffiort,  notwithftanding  the  Affectation 
of  Humility  in  his  Undrefs,  he  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  proud :  It  is  too  true,  that  they 
had  the  greateft  Contrariety  of  Tempers, 

and  an  utter  Abhorrence  to  one  another  ; 

the 
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die  Original  Source  of  all  the  Mifcarriages 
on  that  Expedition  ! 

I" he  Bane  of  all  Britons  ! 

Divijion  and  Contention ,  Bribery  and  Cor¬ 
ruption  amongft  ourfelves,  with  all  their 
direful  Effects,  and  calamitous  Confe- 
quences,  are  now  come  to  fuch  a  Crijis , 
that  they  muff  infallibly  kill,  if  a  Cure  is 
not  immediately  found  out  •,  they  admit 
of  no  Delay ;  but,  like  the  Roman  State, 

We  mufl  die ,  to  live  again. 

W  hen  Admiral  Vernon  left  Jamaica^ 
the  Command  in  Chief  of  all  his  Britan - 
nick  Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veffels  in  the 
Wejl-lndies ,  devolved  on  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle , 
who  kept  a  much  better  Look-out  for 
the  Spanijh  Commerce  to  take  Prizes, 
than  to  protect  and  encourage  the  Britijh 
Commerce,  and  fucceeded  acc.ordingly  ; 
for  he  took  three  Prizes  for  Admiral  Vcr- 
non's  one,  and  fome  of  them  very  rich 
too  ;  and  in  the  Proportion  of  Time  made 
iix  Times  the  Money ;  fo  that  an  Officer, 
that  was  made  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War 
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by  him,  reckoned  the  Ship  fo  far  his  own 
Property,  by  how  much  he  could  make 
of  her  :  And  indeed  their  principal  Buli- 
nefs  was  to  make  the  moft  of  the  Ships 
for  their  own  Service,  rather  than  for  that 
of  their  King  and  Country. 


Admiral  Davers  fucceeded  Sir  Cha - 
loner  Ogle  in  the  Command  in  Chief  ;  but 
I  cannot  fay,  that  the  Navy  behaved  much 

better  under  that  Gentleman’s  Command: 

<  % 

For  I  remember,  in  the  Year  1746,  the 
Admiral  received  timely  Information  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty ,  that  there 
was  a  Fleet  of  French  Merchant  Ships, 
under  the  Convoy  of  two  large  Men  of 
War  and  two  Frigates,  to  fail  from  France 
to  the  Wejl-Indies,  at  fuch  a  certain  Time; 
and  he  was  informed  of  the  Courfe,  as 
well  as  the  Number,  with  ftridt  Orders  to 
intercept  their  Paffage,  with  all  his  Strength, 
in  order  to  give  a  good  Account  of  them. 
Accordingly  the  Admiral  (unlucky  that 
he  did  not  go  himfelf !)  fent  four  flout 
Line-of-battle  Ships,  with  one  of  forty 
Guns,  viz.  the  Strafford ,  Plymouth,  and 

Wor - 
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Worcejler ,  60  Guns,  the  Lenox  70  Guns, 
the  Milford  44  Guns,  the  Drake  Sloop^ 
and  the  Wager ,  a  new  20  Gun  Ship  fol¬ 
lowed  :  (The  Admiral’s  own  Ship  the 
Cornwall  of  80  Guns  remained  in  the  Har¬ 
bour  at  Jamaica  ;  and  I  heard  the  Admi¬ 
ral  fay,  that  fihe  was  very  foul,  not  able  to 
keep  up  with  the  Fleet,  and  that  he  was 
obliged  to  mann  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  from 
her.  It  is  certain,  that  when  the  Fleet 
failed,  there  were  not  100  Men  left  on 
board  of  her :  But  I  don’t  prefume  to 
excufe  or  vindicate  this  Conduct,  which 
was  all  of  a-piece  with  the  reft  of  their 
Management.)  A  Force  fuperior  enough 
to  blow  the  Fretich Squadron  (conftfting  of 
only  four  Ships  of  War,  one  of  74,  another 
of  64,  a  third  of  '50,  and  the  fourth  of 
44  Guns)  into  the  Air,  or  fink  them  into 
the  Sea,  under  the  Command  of  Com¬ 
modore  Mitchel. 

The  two  Squadrons  met  at  Sea,  fure 
enough,  and  were  eleven  Days  in  Sight 
of  one  another,  fometimes  within  a  League 
or  two,  but  there  was  nothing  done,  only 
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a  fmall  Brufli  in  the  Night-time  for  two 
or  three  Hours,  when  the  French  .were 
the  Attackers  •,  and  our  Commodore  faid 
he  never  could  get  up  with  them  after¬ 
wards,  notwithftanding  the  French  had 
Jixty  deep-loaded  Merchant-men  at  lead;  to 
protedl  and  cover  ;  which  they  did  effec¬ 
tually,  whild;  our  Commodore  was  pur- 
fueing,  which  the  "Jamaicans  called,  con¬ 
voying  them  into  their  Harbour ,  to  the 
great  Reproach  of  the  Britifh  Squadron. 

It  feems  as  if  the  Britijh  Navy  had 
forgot  their  ancient  Way  of  Fighting,  to 
fall  on  at  once,  without  faying  Grace : 
They  are  become  a  great  deal  more  cau¬ 
tious  now-a-days  than  formerly.  It  is 
true,  they  had  greedy  Eyes  on  thefe  rich 
Merchant-fhips  for  Prizes ;  but  the  French 
Commodore  would  not  confent  to  it 
without  fighting  ;  fo  our  Commodore  was 

fo  very  complaifant  to  Monjieur - , 

as  not  to  meddle  with  them  at  all,  but 
only  faw  them  fafe  into  Cape  Francois , 
Hifpaniola  ;  and  fo  returned  fafe  into  the 
Harbour  of  Port  Royal}  Jamaica ,  without 

lofing 
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lofing  one  Man  in  the  Battle,  which  af¬ 
forded  Matter  of  Scandal  for  the  People 
of  'Jamaica  for  fome  Months,  who  excel 
in  that  Quality  above  all  the  World  that 
I  have  ever  feen. 

♦ 

I  never  was  a  Sea-man,  confequently 
no  competent  Judge  of  this  Cafe  ;  but  it 
feemed  to  put  me  in  mind  of  the  Car-men 
of  the  City  of  London ,  who  ftand  at  fome 
little  Diftance  one  from  another,  make  a 
terrible  loud  Noife,  talk  big  in  Billinfgate 
Language,  but  feldom  or  never  come  to 
Blows ;  if  they  do,  ’tis  very  often  only 
for  a  Brujh  and  away. 

H  o  w  e  v  e  r  it  fell  out,  this  was  cer¬ 
tainly  another  fine  Opportunity  Dipt,  of 
deftroying  the  whole  French  Trade  in  the 
Weft-Indies  irrecoverably  during  this  War; 
for,  by  demolifhing  thefe  Men  of  War  } 
all  the  Merchant-men  would  have  became 
Prizes  of  courfe,  which  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  French  from  carrying  off  their 
Sugars ,  and  greatly  affified  us  in  carrying 

off  ours,  which  lay  upon  our  Hands  at 
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that  Time  for  want  of  Shipping,  and  con¬ 
sequently  to  enhance  thePrices  InEuropean 
Markets  at  our  pleafure. 

T  h  e  News  of  this  bad  Conduct  (to 
fay  no  worfe  of  it)  11  ruck  Admiral  Da- 
vers  to  the  Heart ;  and  I  really  believe 
was  the  Caufe  of  his  Death ;  for,  after 
Enquiry,  he  languished  under  a  Dcprejjion 
of  Spirits  for  fome  Weeks,  and  died. 

H  e  was  a  good-natured,  mannerlv Gen** 
tleman,  and,  whillt  he  had  the  Command 
in  Chief,  was  very  careful  and  diligent  in 
protecting  and  encouraging  the  Britijh 
Trade,  according  to  the  belt  of  his  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Information,  which  was  but 
lamij 7j  :  And,  though  Governor  Drelawny 
and  he  were  Friends,  and  both  alike 
affable,  yet  they  were  conltantly  kept  at 
Variance  by  vile  Incendiaries  about  them. 

.  “  Bold  were  the  Men ,  who  on  the 
“  Ocean  firlt 

“  Spread  the  new  Sails’,  when  Shipwreck 
“  was  the  worlt : 

■  “  More 
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tt  More  Dangers  now  from  Man  alone 
“  we  find, 

“  Than  from  the  Rocks,  the  Billows ,  and 
“  the  Wind. 

Waller. 

Whilst  they  were  knocking  down 
thofe  Caftles,  I  was  trading  on  the  Coail 

with  the  Spaniards ,  which  gave  me  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  hearing  the  Sentiments  of  the 
better  Sort  of  them,  I  mean  the  tradingPart. 
Jt  is  true,  no  Spaniard  of  any  Figure  will  be 
feen  in  this  contraband  Trade  himfelf,  but 

w 

he  fends  his  Money  by  fome Corrcdor  (Bro¬ 
ker)  to  be  employed  in  Trade  ;  and  thefe 
little  Fellows  fpeak  their  Mafters  Senti¬ 
ments,  intermixed  with  their  own  very 
freely.  There  was  a  general  Difcontent 
at  this  long  War,  even  in  the  Wejl-lndiest 
who  did  not  feel  the  Weight  of  it ;  re¬ 
gretting  and  lamenting  the  Deftrudtion  of 
Commerce,  which  they  were  very  fenfi- 
ble  muft  end  in  the  intire  Ruin  of  their 
Country.  It  is  almofi:  impoffible  to  think 
of  the  Mifery  Old  Spain  has  been  reduced 
to  by  it ;  and  the  Spaniards ,  even  in  Arne- 
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ricd,  had  Sagacity  enough  to  lay  the  Sad-, 
die  on  the  right  Horfe. 

A  foreign  Prince  on  the  Throne, 
governed  by  a  more  Foreign  Queen,  whofe 
ambitious  Views  and  Projects  were  intirely 
feparated  from  the  Intereft,  and  diametri¬ 
cally  oppofite  to  the  Good  and  Commerce 
of  Spain  ;  which  muft  certainly  end  in 
the  Ruin  and  Deftru&ion  of  their  Mother 
Country :  A  §>ueen,  who  might  properly 
be  ftiled  the  Firebrand  of  Europe,  and 
indeed  it  was  abfolutely  impofiible  that 
Spain  could  ever  thrive  whilft  that  Lady 
had  any  Influence  in  her  Councils ;  for, 
the  better  fhe  fucceeded  in  her  Schemes, 
the  worfe  it  muft  be  for  Spain ;  and  the 
Spaniards  themfelves  were  very  fenfible 
of  all  this,  but  knew  not  how  to  help 
themfelves;  as  appears  from  the  many 
intercepted  Letters  that  I  have  feen  and 
read  in  their  Correfpondence  between  Old 
and  New  Spain,  from  whence  I  learnt  the 
Miferies  that  Old  Spain  was  reduced  to, 
groaning  under  fuch  a  Load  of  OppreJJion, 
as  would  have  drawn  Tears  from  a  Stone. 
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AButt  of  Wine  in  Old  Spain ,  for¬ 
merly  worth  from  60  to  70  Dollars,  was 
now  offered  for  10  or  12  Dollars,  and 
often  could  not  find  a  Purchafer  even  at 
that  Rate ;  fo  that  a  Vintage,  farmed  at 
6000  Dollars  per  Annum,  would  not  fetch 
one  fixth  Part  of  the  Rent,  yet  the  poor 
Farmer,  according  to  this  Valuation,  was 
obliged  to  furnifh  a  Man  for  the  War  ; 
and,  if  he  could  not  find  Money  enough 
to  fit  out  a  Soldier,  he  was  forced  from 
his  Farm  with  Wife  and  Family,  and 
prefled  into  the  War  himfelf,  to  ferve  as 
a  Angle  Soldier  j  and  their  Correfpondents 
particularized  feveral  amongfl:  their  Friends 
and  Relations  ufed  in  this  Manner.  And, 
though  they  did  not  feel  the  Weight  of 
this  War  in  the  Spanifh  Wejl-Indies,  (for 
they  bought  Goods  a  great  deal  cheaper 
than  from  the  Spanifo  Commerce)  yet 
the  low-life  People  even  went  to  Excla¬ 
mations  againfl  their  Sovereigns,  and  the 
univerfal  Cry  amongfl:  all  Ranks  of  Peo¬ 
ple  was,  Peace  with  Britain,  and  War 
with  the  whole  World  ! 


\ 
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New  Spain  has  felt  none  of  thefe  Mife- 
riesj  for  they  only  wanted  a  greater  Plenty 
of  Goods,  which  their  Governors  would 
not  allow  of,  to  feed  their  Luxury  and 
Vanity,  with  their  fuperfluous  Money, 
that  they  did  not  know  how  to  difpofe  of 
atlierwife. 

I  must  own,  that  it  is  a  Misfortune 
for  any  Country  to  have  a  Foreigner  to 
rule  over  them,  but  much  more  fo  to  an 
abfolute  Government,  than  to  a  limited 
one,  who  always  will  have  Views  fepa- 
rate  from  the  Country  he  governs,  for 
they  cannot  coincide  in  every  Thing ;  and 
it  is  impoffible  to  (hake  off  this  Dulcis 
Amor  Patrice  ;  but  in  a  limited  Govern¬ 
ment  the  Sovereign  is  tied  down  to  the 
Laws  of  that  Country  he  governs,  by  a 
mutual  Contract  between  King  and  Peo¬ 
ple,  which  he  cannot  break  through, 
without  unkinging  himfelf-,  for  it  is  a 
Maxim  in  our  Law,  by  the  Constitution, 
'That  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  unlefs  he 
unkings  himfelf  by  Breach  of  his  Cove¬ 
nants  ; 
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nants ;  his  Counfellors  are  anjwerable  for 
alibis  Actions. 

What  Beauty,  methinks,  there  iss 
and  Majefty  enough  at  the  fame  time,  in 
that  Speech  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
made  to  his  Parliament  in  the  Year  1745, 
on  Occafion  of  the  unnatural  Rebellion , 
then  raifed  againft  him  by  the  malicious 
Contrivance  of  his  foreign  and  domeftic 
Enemies. 

His  Majefty  fays,  “  I  have,  through 
“  the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Reign,  made 
w  the  Laws  of  the  Land  the  Rule  of  my 
“  Government,  and  the  Prefervation  of 
<c  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State, 
“  and  the  Rights  of  my  People,  the  main 
“  End  of  my  Actions,  &e.”  He  is  a  great 
and  good  King  in  fo  doing,  and  no  farther 
is  He  the  King  of free-born  Subjects. 

And  his  Majefty  further  fays,  tc  The 
“  Maxims  of  this  Conftitution  ftiall  ever 
“  be  the  Rule  of  my  Conduct.” 


*  *  if '?  p 
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I  n  his  Majefty’s  raoft  gracious  Anfwer 
to  the  Lords  Addrefs  are  thefe  Words, 
‘‘  Your  Concern  for  the  Prefervation  of 
“  our  excellent  Conftitution  in  Church 
“  and  State,  is  as  agreeable  to  me  as  the 
“  Zeal  you  exprefs  for  me  and  my  Go- 
“  vernment.” 


I 


Again,  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  Com¬ 
mons  Addrefs,  “  Whatever  Strength  vou 

7  O  j 

“  fhall  place  in  my  Hands,  you  may  be 
**  alfured  fhall  be  employed  only  to  pro- 
“  mote  the  Good  and  Happinefs  of  my 
“  People  j  and  to  fecure  to  them  the  per- 
“  petual  Enjoyment  of  their  Religion , 
**  Laws,  and  Liberties” 

T  hese  are  not  only  Words  but  Deeds, 
and  fuch  is  our  great  and  good  King  by 
Contract. 

A  t  the  fame  Time  the  Kings  of  France 
and  Spain  published  their  Edidts,  requir¬ 
ing  every  Subjedt  to  pay  the  tenth  Penny 
of  all  he  was  worth. 

Porque  tel  ejl  notre  plaijlr. 

And, 
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And,  if  that  will  not  do,  they  prefs 
every  tenth  Man  for  their  Service,  becaufe 
that  is  their  Pleafure  too. 

Thefe  are  Kings  only  of  S  l  av  e  s. 

There’s  no  Nation  in  the  World, 
that  I  know  of,  adore  their  King  as  the 
French  do  ;  they  adore  him  as  a  God, 
and,  though  they  are  a  volatile,  changea¬ 
ble  People  in  every  Thing  elfe,  they  are 
conftant  and  fixt  in  this  Adoration  ;  even 
to  the  laft  Extremity,  when  they  were 
reduced  to  the  greateft  Diftreffes  and  Mi- 
fery  by  the  vain  Glory  of  their  grand 
Monarch ,  Louis  XIV.  they  adored  him  as 
their  Saviour,  Le  Roy ,  &  le  bon  Lieu ,  were 
put  upon  a  footing. 

The  Spaniards  go  upon  a  different 
Footing,  they  have  too  exalted  Opinions 
of  themfelves  to  adore  their  King  ;  what 
Adoration  they  pay  above  themfelves  is 
to  their  Priejls.  . 

t  *  :  r  ' 
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The  Spaniards  and  French  are  as  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofke  to  one  another  in  their 

Way- 
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Way  of  thinking  as  Eaft  is  from  Weft t 
So  it  mull  be  a  very  unnatural  Union  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  Nations, 

W  hilst  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
raifes  nine  Millions  Sterling ,  voluntarily 
from  his  own  Subjects,  in  nine  Hours,  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Spain  cannot  raife 
an  equal  Sum  by  all  their  Edicts  in  both 
their  Kingdoms  in  nine  Months. 

The  French  ferve  their  King,  whom 
they  adore. 

Flee  Spaniards  ferve  their  Priest, 
whom  they  adore. 

FI he  Modern  Britons  and  the  Dutch 
ferve  Money,  which  they  adore. 

I  have  feen  what  was  laid  to  have 
come  from  the  Hands  of  Melfrs.  John 
Cat  heart,  and  David  Campbell ,  reputed 
Privy  Counfellors  to  the  late  Lord  Cath- 
cart ;  called  a  Plan  of  the  Operations  for 
this  grand  fecret  Expedition,  with  my 
Lord  Catbcarf  s  Manifefto  at  his  landing 
amongft  the  Spaniards,  which  thefe  Gen¬ 
tlemen  bragged  of  having  a  principal  Hand 

in 
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in  themfelves:  But,  with  all  due  Deference 
to  thofc  Gentlemen’s  fuperio'r  Judgment, 
it  appeared  to  me  but  as  a  ridiculous  Pro¬ 
ject,  to  land  10,000  Land  Forces  at  Id 
Vera  Crux ,  to  conquer  the  Kingdom  of 
Mexico:  Yet  Purely  they  had  Forces  enow, 
to  execute  any  reafonable  Projedt  in  the 
Weji-lndies,  under  a  Commander  in  Chief 
of  fo  much  Honefty,  Courage,  and  good 
Condudl,  as  the  late  Lord  Cathcart  was 
faid  to  have. 

W  h  1  l  s  T  Admiral  Vernon  and  General 
Wentworth  were  upon  their  Expedition  to 
Cuba,  I  had  with  me  one  of  the  Alcaldi't, 
of  St  .  Jago  de  Cuba ,  on  board  of  a  trading 
Veffel  I  then  had  upon  the  Coaft,  who  left 
the  Town  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  ten  Days 
after  their  Arrival  at  Cumberland  Harbour, 
who  told  me,  “  That  it  was  unanimouily 
**  agreed  on  and  refolved  in  their  'Juntos, 
tl  (of  which  he  was  a  Member,  and  one 
“  of  the  principal  Men  of  that  Place) 

“  that,  upon  the  Attack  of  the  Town  of 
“  St.  Jago  de  Cuba ,  which  was  not  at  all 
f*  able  to  make  any  Defence,  being  in- 

S  “  tirely 


. 
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“  tirely  open,  to  make  fome  Shew  of 
c<  Defence  for  Honour's  Sake,  and  then  to 
“  retire  into  their  Gaftles  and  Fortifications 
“  in  the  Harbour,  where  they  had  pro- 
“  vided  accordingly,  and  placed  all  their 
“  valuable  EfFeds  :  For  (as  he  alfo  allured 
“  me)  they  could  not  raife  6oo  able  Men 
‘{  to  be  depended  on,  the  Governor  of 
“  Havanna  de  Cuba  having  fwept  the 
“  Country  of  Men  for  the  Defence  of  that 
“  Place.”  Therefore  the  iooo  Negroes 
they  carried  from  Jamaica  on  that  Expe¬ 
dition,  was  fufficient  Force  to  have  taken 
the  T own  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  ;  and  con- 
fequently  done  the  Bufinefs  effectually. 

This  Alcaldi  likewife  alfured  me, 
which  can  be  eafiiy  attefted,  that  the 
Roads  from  Cumberland  Harbour,  where 
the  Army  landed  and  the  Fleet  lay,  were 
as  clear  and  paflable  as  any  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  :  And,  by  taking  Polfeffion  of  the 
Town,  which  I  really  believe,  from  other 
good  Information,  might  have  been  done 
with  little  or  no  Refilfance,  they  would 
have  had  a  Blockade  for  the  Fortifications 

in 
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in  the  Harbour,  which  are  very  drong 
indeed*  efpecially  towards  the  Sea ;  but 
they  mud  have  capitulated  in  a  lhortTime, 
without  firing  a  Gun,  for  want  of  Water  ; 
for,  as  the  laid  Perl'on  alfo  told  me,  all 
their  7 ank-wate'r  was  not  fufneient  to 
inpp'y  the  -ordinary  Garrifon  above  three 
Weeks  j  and  they  were  obliged  to  fetch 
their  Water  at  three  Miles  didance,  which 
they  condantly  did  at  that  Time  to  fpare 
their  Tank -'water  but  had  not  had  the 


Fore-fight  to  fill  their  Tanks,  never  expect¬ 
ing  to  be  attacked  by  Land ;  and  that 
Communication  was  very  eafily  cut  off 
by  an  advanced  Party  from  the  Town. 
Sut  our  General  thought  fit  to  let  his 
Army  die  like  Rats*  Hundreds  upon 
Hundreds,  without  firing  a  fingle  Shot, 
for  fear  of  alarming  the  Spaniards,  and 
indeed,  it  appears  clear  to  my  Underdand- 
ing,  that  they  never  had  a  Defign  of 
taking  Poffefiion  of  that*  or  any  other 
Town  in  the  Spanijh  Weft  -Indies.  I  only 
fpeak  of  the  fie  Things  according  to  the 
Light  i  have  fieen  them  in  •,  what  private 
Reafons  there  might  be,  for  not  doing  of 
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it,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  account  for,  as 
they  are  Politicks  greatly  above  the  Reach 
of  my  Apprehenfion. 

i\r  hen  they  could  not  take  the  Town 
of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba ,  how  could  they  con¬ 
quer  the  Kingdom  of  Mexico  ? 

9  t 

I  have  all  due  Regard  for  thefe  Gen¬ 
tlemen’s  Capacity,  fufficient  enough  in 
their  own  mercantile  Way,  but  no  ways 
equal  to  the  proje&ing,  carrying  on,  and 
executing  fuch  a  grand  Project  and  Under¬ 
taking  :  But  they  projected  very  well  for 
themfelves,  for  they  engrorted  two  of  the 
moft  lucrative  Ports  and  Employments  on 
the  whole  Expedition,  and  knew  very 
well  how  to  play  all  the  Game  to  make 
the  moft  of  them. 

John  Cathcart,  Efq;  was  Direc¬ 
tor  General  of  the  Hofpitals,  and  Purveyor 
for  all  the  Sick  and  Wounded  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Land  Forces  on  that  Expedition, 
and  accordingly  contracted  with  one  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  Company,  to  provide  the 
Sick  with  all  Neceflaries  at  two  Shillings 
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Sterling  a  Day  per  Head ;  a  very  hand- 
fome  Allowance  even  in  that  Country, 
where  all  Provifions  are  very  dear :  Yet 
it  was  fo  very  badly  performed,  that  the 
poor  fick  Soldiers  were  perifhing  for 
Want  of  the  common  Neceflaries  of  Life, 
and  an  Houfe  to  lie  in.  Upon  thefe  crying 
Calamities  there  was  a  Court  Martial  held, 
to  enquire  into  the  Caufe  of  the  Negleft, 
and  to  difcover  the  Delinquents:  But, 
upon  Enquiry,  it  all  ended  in  -  ■■■  - 
Nothing. 

Then  they  built  an  Hcfpital,  as  they 
called  it,  for  the  Sick  ;  fifty  Huts  of  Mud, 
thatched  with  Palmeto  Leaves ;  which 
coft  200  1.  Sterling  each,  and  the  whole 
Number  of  courfe  10,000  l.  Sterling. 

'.r 

whereas  they  might  have  built  better  Huts , 
by  employing  twenty  Negroes  for  twenty 
Days  Time,  at  the  Expence  of  20  /.  each 
Hut :  But  thefe  were  laid  out  and  built 
under  the  Direction  of  the  Engineers  of 
the  Army,  wherein  they  (hewed  their  In¬ 
genuity  mere,  than  at  the  little  Fort  of 
San  Lazaro  at  Cartagena. 
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Then  there  was  anew  Contract  made 
with  new  Contra&ors,  at  two  Shillings 
Sterling  only  for  the  Maintenance  of  each 
tick  Soldier,  for  they  were  furnifoed  with 
Medicines  from  the  Chefls  of  Medicines 
belonging  to  the  Army,  and  the  Articles 
Ox  aue  Performance  were  drawn  up  under 
a  Penalty :  With  thefe  new  Regulations 
I  officiated  in  the  Care  of  the  Hofpital, 
by  Deputation  from  Dr.  Graham ,  PhyjL 
aan  General  to  the  Army  on  that  Expe¬ 
dition  ;  and  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  calling 
tj.e  whole  Holpital  to  wrtnefs,  during  my 
Time,  there  was  great  Plenty  of  the  very 
beft  Provifions,  and  all  manner  of  other 
Neceffaries  for  the  Sick,  and  Money  e- 
nough  befides  for  the  Contractors ;  for 
they  had  made  a  very  good  Bargain  •  and 
I  had  my  Share  of  it,  whilft  I  officiated 
amongd  them ;  and  I  don’t  at  all  doubt, 
but  the  fame  Care  was  continued,  under 
the  Gentleman’s  Direction  who  fucceeded 
Dr.  Graham. 


T  h  E  s  e  were  very  good  Pickings  for 
the  P ay-mafoer  and  ids  Affiociates,  becaufe 

thefe. 
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thefe,  and  all  other  contingent  Charges 
were  paid  at  the  Rate  of  120/.  Jamaica 
Currency,  and  they  deducted  5  per  Cent .  f 

Poundage,  as  they  called  it  >,  fo  there  was 
only  1 15  /.  Jamaica  Money  paid  for  100/. 
Sterling ,  for  which  Receipts  were  palled 
for  the  P  ay -m  after  in  full  of  all  Demands. 

I  myfelf  was  paid  at  this  Rate,  whilft  the 
Exchange  for  the  Army  was  paid  at  a 
greater  Advance,  fluctuating  from  time 
to  time  1  But  how  IVfr .Pay-majlcr  and  his 
AJfociates  divided  the  Spoil  I  can’t  tell  •> 
for  I  could  never  learn  their  proportional 
Shares.  “  Thefe  were  the  Reformers  of 
<£  Abufes,  and  Complamers  of  Injuftice 
“  done  in  Exchange  of  the  Money  /” 

Ire  member  to  have  feen  a  Dia¬ 
logue  on  this  Subject,  betwixt  John  Cole- 
broke  and  John  Merry-wether,  Efquires, 
faid  to  be  wrote  by  Mr.  Colebroke .  A  cu¬ 
rious  Piece  ! 

I  answered  by  a  Paper,  entitled,, 
Jhe  Development  of  John  Colebroke ,  Efq: 
wherein  the  great  General,  the  great  Mr., 
Manning ,  Major  Chamberry ,  and  John 

S  4  Colebroke * 
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Colebroke  Efq;  were  the  Dramatis  Per - 
:  But  1  have  loft  both,  not  b 
Worth  preferving. 


ng 


a  here  was  indeed  a  Urge,  handfome, 
'.'Jivenient  Hofpital  built  in  Jamaica,  for 
‘ .  e  Re°epbon  of  the  Pick  and  wounded 
^amen  of  his  IMajefty’s  Navy,  by  the 
J  red  ion  of  Admiral  Vernon ,  the  moft 
beautiful  Edifice,  the  beft  contrived,  and 
commodious  for  the  Climate,  and  com¬ 
pletely  fitted  up  in  a  better  Manner  than 
any  Hof  pit al  that  ever  I  have  feen  out  of 
Europe  •  but  it  muft  likewife  fall  to  ruin 
veiy  foon,  for  want  of  proper  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Officers  under  a  right  Diredion, 
for-  the  whole  Bufmefs  already  feemed  to 
be.  If  ’ho  fhculd  make  the  tnojh  of  it  f 

In  ihurt,  the  whole  Expedition  ap¬ 
pealed  to  me  like  a  Tragi -comical  Farce , 
a  gicat  Multitude  of  People  got  together, 
all  driving  and  fcrambling  who  Jhould get 
nppermojl, .  at  any  Rate,  by  fair,  or  foul 
Meam,  with  PJenty  of  Money  ftirring 
among  ft  them,  very  unequally  divided  5 
foi,  Wiinft  fome  were  lining  their  Pock¬ 
ets 
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ets  with  Gold,  I  have  feen  the  poor  Sol¬ 
diers  ftarving  in  the  Streets  for  want  s 
And  indeed  how  is  it  poffible,  that  even 
a  fubaltern  Officer  can  fubfill  in  a  Coun¬ 
try,  where  he  cannot  get  a  Dinner  for  a 
Day’s  Pay,  and  mull  pay  6  s.  3  d. 
of  that  Country  Money  for  a  Night’s 
Lodging,  or  lye  in  the  Streets  ?  But  the 
only  great  Struggle  feemed  to  be,  who 
Ihould  get  moft  of  the  Spoil  and  Plun¬ 
der  amongft  themielves,  without  having 
any  malicious  Views  or  envious  Deiigns 
againft  the  poor  dajlardly  Spaniards . 

But  as  for  the  grand  ProjeSl  it  was  a 
Secret ;  I  never  expected,  and  entirely  de- 
fpair  of  ever  coming  to  the  real  Truth 
and  Knowledge  of  it  5  for  I  did  really  be¬ 
lieve,  as  it  only  lived,  fo  it  died  with  our 
Prime  Minijler  and  Cardinal  Fleury,  per¬ 
haps  Mr.  Wentworth  might  have  had  fome 
private  InJlruBions ,  but  I  dare  venture  to 
fay,  Admiral  Vernon  had  none,  nor  the 
leaft  Communication  or  Correfpondence 
with  the  Prime  Minijler.  The  Admiral's 
Head  was  not  turned  to  be  a  Courtier • 

his 
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his  Paffions  were  fo  ftrong,  they  left  no 
room  for  Dijjirnulation.  The  very  Spa¬ 
niards  obferved  of  him,  that  he  was  the 
only  EngliJJj  Admiral,  that  ever  they 
knew,  to  fay  any  Prayers  at  all ;  for  he 
was  indeed  very  regular  and  obfervant  of 
his  Devotion,  and  I  believe  in  earned  in 
all  his  other  Bufxnefs. 

However  it  may  be,  it  made  Mo¬ 
ney  circulate  in  ‘Jamaica ,  and  enriched 
that  Ifland  greatly,  with  no  great  Difad- 
vantage  to  Great  Britain ,  further  than  the 
Lofsoffomany  Hands  by  Mortality,  for 
.  the  Spaniards  did  not  kill  a  great  many 
of  them.  It  is  true,  there  were  fome 
hundreds  of  them  run  their  Heads  againft 
a  dead  Stone  Wall  in  the  very  Mouths  of 
Cannon,  at  a  poor  little  Fort,  called  San 
Lazar o,  near  Cartagena,  (where  I  have 
flept  many  a  Night)  becaule  their  Gene¬ 
ral  bid  them  do  it. 

When  the  Vice  King  had  an  Account 
of  this  Action,  he  faid,  If  my  Majler  had 
fiich  Men  as  thefe,  what  could  he  not  do  ? 

He  was  an  old  experienced  Officer  ;  by 

his 
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his  military Difcipline  and  regular  Conduft 
he  faved  the  Town  of  Cartagena ;  for  he 
timely  fent  off  before  the  Siege  all  the 
Women,  Children,  and  fupernumerary 
Clergy,  and  kept  all  the  effective  Men  in 
Town  with  all  their  Effects ;  nay,  he  was 
fo  drift,  that  every  Man  was  fearched 
when  he  went  out  of  Town  to  fee  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  not  allowed  to  carry  above  five 
Pijioles  at  a  Time,  and  find  Security  for 
his  Return  :  All  which  he  afted  upon 
this  folid  Maxim,  ‘That  if  they  will  not 
fight  for  their  own  EffeSls,  they  will  never 
fight  for  their  King  and  Country. 

A  s  for  the  Cajh  that  was  fpent  upon  the 
Expedition,  it  all  returned  to  Britain 
in  a  very  fihort  Time,  but  left  Jamaica 
much  richer,  and  in  much  better  Credit 
than  formerly, 

\ 

In  fhort,  methought  I  faw  a  great  Heap 
of  Money  thrown  amongd  a  great  Mob 
all  driving  who  fhould  get  mod;  of  it ;  fo 
that  the  dronged  is  fure  of  carrying  off 
the  greated  Share  of  the  Spoil  5  others  in¬ 
deed 
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deed  may  get  a  few  Pickings,  but  The 
Weakefi  tnuji  certainly  go  to  the  Wall, 

Thus  was  the  Nation  bubbled  and 
dilgraced ;  for  the  War  feemed  to  be 
made  more  upon  ourfelves  than  againft 
our  Enemies. 

«  ; 

W  e  owe  the  Eland  of  Jamaica  to 
that  moft  extraordinary  great  (I  may  like- 
wife  fay  wicked,  for  he  was  not  a  King ) 
Man,  Oliver  Cromwell,  which  is  now  one 
of  the  beft  Jewels  in  the  Britijh  Crown. 
It  is  fituated  in  the  very  Heart  of  all  the 
Wejl-Indies  as  if  the  Almighty  Author  of 
Nature  had  placed  it  there  on  purpofe, 

on  account  of  the  Commodioufnefs  of  its 

'  »  > 

Situation,  for  Trading  with  the  Britijh , 
Spanifb  and  French  Weft-Indian  Colonies, 

There’s  no  Nation  in  the  World  can 
maintain  a  numerous  Army  and  Navy  in 
the  Wejl-Indies,  but  Britain  alone  by  the 
Help  of  Jamaica,  as  appeared  by  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  in  the  Year  1740,  when  that 
I  (land  fed  above  twenty  thoufand  Stran¬ 
gers, 


1  . 
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gers,  (to  my  certain  Knowledge)  befides 
its  own  Inhabitants,  for  above  twelve 
Months,  without  any  Scarcity,  or  any 
other  Inconveniency  than  raijing  the  Price 
of  Provifions  •  nor  did  they  leave  any 
Scarcity  behind  them,  yet  the  advanced 

Prices  continued  •  and  it  is  certain,  there’s 

; 

no  Place  in  the  known  World,  where 

* 

Pro’vi/ions  are  in  fuch  Plenty,  and  fo  dear 
as  in  ‘Jamaica ,  which  is  a  Sigh  of  the 
Plenty,  and  confequently  the  Cheapnefs  of 
Money ;  for  a  Spanijfh  Rea! ■  (called  a 
Bit )  which  is  Seven-pence  Half-penny  cur¬ 
rency,  the  lowed:  Species  of  Coin  they  have 
there,  is  of  no  more  Value  than  a  Half¬ 
penny  in  England,  there  mud  have  been 
a  greater  Plenty  of  Money  in  Jamaica,  in 
proportion  than  in  any  other  Place ;  or, 
that  Money  was  extraordinary  cheap,  or 
greatly  undervalued  there :  But  the  real 
Caufe  was  a  Combination  amongft  the 
landed  Intered:  in  the  AJfembly > 

It  is  a  very  great  Difad  vantage  to  the 
Country  in  general,  to  have  no  lefs  Cur_ 
rency  than  this  Bit,  but  more  particular- 

ly 
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ly  affefts  and  diftrelfes  the  Poor  ;  yet  this 
OppreJJion  is  fupported  by  the  landed  In- 
ierejl ,  (of  whom  the  Ajjentbly  con  lifts) 
from  which  they  reap  a  confiderable  Be¬ 
nefit,  the  Produce  of  their  Plantations  be¬ 
ing  all  manner  of  Eatables ,  Fruits,  Greens, 
Roots, -©V.  which  are  paid  for  at  extravagant 
Rates,  as  well  by  the  Labour  of  the  work¬ 
ing  Mechanicks  and  induftrious  Poor,  as  the 
Extravagancies  of  the  trading  Part  of  the 
People,  the  Planter  from  his  Penns  reap¬ 
ing  the  Fruit  of  both,  But  in  all  other 
his  Britannick  Majefty’s  Colonies  in  the 
Weft-Indies ,  a  Bit  is  divided  into  at  leaft 
four  Parts  Currency. 

We  have  no  occafion  to  light  our 
Enemies  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  if  we  arc  true 
and  faithful  amongft  ourfelves ;  and  not 
fupply  them  with  Proviiions,  naval  Stores, 
&c.  nay  we  can  ftarve  them  out,  as  is 
very  evident  above. 

I  have  feen  a  Computation,  rnade  by 
thole  who  were  allowed  to  be  competent 

Judges  in  thefe  Affairs,  that  all  the  Plan¬ 
tation 
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tation  or  Cane  Land  in  Jamaica,  fuffict- 
ently  cultivated,  and  fully  flocked  with 
Negroes,  Cattle,  Works,  & c.  one  Acre 
with  another,  produced  20  /.  Jamaica 
Currency  per  Annum ,  communibus  anms. 

/  '  » 

Mr.  Carver's  Plantation  was  reckoned 
the  belt  in  Jamaica ,  and  there  were  e- 
kven  Acres  of  that  Eftate  (as  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Overfeer)  that  yielded  fifty 
one  Hogjheads  of  Sugar  one  Year  with 
another ;  and  the  whole  Eftate  was  reck¬ 
oned  to  produce  three  flog  (heads  an  Acre, 
one  with  another. 

In  the  marflry  Ground  there  grows  a 
long  flrong  Grafs,  taller  than  an  ordinary 
Man’s  Height,  (commonly  called  Scotch 
Grafs)  very  good  for  feeding  of  Horfes,  &c. 

have  heard  an  Owner  of  one  of  thefe 
Scotch  Grafs-pieces  fay,  that  an  Acre  of 
this  Land  would  produce  Grafs  fufficient 
to  maintain  ten  Horfes  yearly  at  1  o  /.  a 
Head,  which  is  a  100/.  yearly:  And,  at 
a  very  modefl  Computation,  an  Acre  feeds 
at  lead  fix  Horfes  all  the  Year  round  in 

Grafs 
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Grafs,  at  io/.  a  Head,  which  is  to  l.  per 
Annum ,  but  the  common  Pafiure-lands 
(commonly  called  Penns )  don’t  produce 
one  fixth  Part  of  this  Money,  and  this 
Grafs-land  is  cultivated  at  a  very  fmall 
Expence,  at  mo id  fifty  Negroes  is  luffici- 
ent  to  keep  fifty  Acres  in  good  Order  all 
the  Year  round,  which  is  a  very  fmall 
Stock  in  comparifon  of  Cane-land  :  And, 
take  all  the  Country  of  the  Ifland  of  Ja- 
mnica  round,  it  has  perhaps  the  greateft 
Produce  of  any  Land  in  the  known  W orld, 
when  rightly  cultivated. 


9  -  ;  -i 

T  h  o’  I  have  lived  long  in  Jamaica 
from  time  to  time,  yet  I  am  no  judge  in 
planting  Affairs ;  but  I  have  made  a  fuffi- 
cient  Enquiry  only  for  my  own  Satis¬ 
faction  ‘  and  am  of  Opinion,  that  this 
Calculation  will  anfwer  at  a  Medium : 
Therefore,  if  fully  peopled  and  flocked, 
that  Ifland  would  bring  a  prodigious  Re¬ 
venue  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
an  immenfe  Treafure  to  the  Subjects. 

J  have  likewife  heard  it  aflerted, 

“That 
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“  That  the  Illand  of  ‘Jamaica ,  joined 
“  with  the  reft  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
“  jetty’s  Colonies  in  the  Weft-Indies  bring 

more  Money  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
“  Britain ,  than  the  whole  Spanij h  Weft- 
<c  Indies  bring  to  the  Crown  of  Spain." 
And  thus  far  I  can  lay,  that  I  am  really 
of  Opinion,  that  Jamaica  alone  brings 
more  Advantage  to  the  Crown  and  Sub¬ 
jects  of  Great  Britain ,  than  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  New  Granada  brings  to  til* 
Crown  and  Subjects  of  Spain . 

When  I  lived  at  Cartage7ta,  I  had  an 
Opportunity  of  knowing  thefe  Affairs 
rightly.  It  is  true  the  King  of  Spain  has, 
or  ought  to  have,  his  Quinta  (fifth  Part) 
of  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  dug  from  the 
Mines  in  the  new  Kingdom  of  Granada , 
and  all  his  other  rich  Kingdoms,  Mexico , 
Peru ,  &c.  in  his  Dominions  in  the  IVftl- 
Indies  and  there  are  fome  very  rich 
Mines  in  Popayan  and  Choco  in  this  King¬ 
dom  of  New  Granada ;  for  which  Rea- 
fon  his  Catholick  Majefly  has  a  Royal 
Mint,  with  an  Effayer-general,  and  all 

T  other 
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other  proper  Officers  under  him,  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  the  Gold ,  Silver,  &c.  dug  from 
the  Mines,  to  effay,  to  give  proper  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  its  Value,  and  retain  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Quinta  :  But  I  dare  venture  to  fay, 
at  a  modeft  Computation,  there  is  not  one 
half  of  what  is  dug  from  the  Mines  comes 
to  account  for  the  Payment  of  the  Quinta, 
and  what  his  Majefty  does  get  is  all  ex¬ 
pended  in  that  Country,  towards  the 
Maintenance  and  Support  of  his  Royal 
Officers,  other  Officers,  Guards  and  Gar- 
rifons,  &c.  &c.  &c.  So  that  all  the  Time 
I  lived  amongft  them  at  Cartagena ,  near 
ten  Years,  there  never  was  one  Piece  of 
Eight,  in  the  Royal  Chefts  of  the  King's 
Revenues,  of  the  Kingdom  of  New  Gra¬ 
nada,  to  my  certain  Knowledge  ;  not  only 
all  being  expended  before-hand,  but  were 
greatly  in  Debt :  And  there  is  but  little 
Reafon  to  think,  that  they  have  been 
richer  fince  the  War  with  Great  Britain, 

and  the  Demolition  of  their  Cattles. 

•  "  »  '  ‘  ,  - 

When  I  lived  at  ^fcitnaica  I  computed 

2 oo  Sail  of  Ships  and  Top-iail  Veffels 

yearly, 
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yearly,  from  300  to  8oTons,  befides  a  great 
Number  of  fmall  Craft,  only  to  carry  off 
the  Produce  of  that  I  (land,  which  comes 
to  a  much  better  Account  to  the  Crcwn 
and  Subjects  of  Great  Britain ,  than  the 
Produce  of  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Mines 
does  to  Spain,  of  which  Foreigners  chiefly 
reap  the  Advantage. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  the  late 
great  Earl  of  Hallifax  fay,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lord's,  “  That,  in  his  Opinion,  it 
“  would  be  a  great  Difadvantage  to  Great 
“  Britain x  to  be  in  Pofleffion  of  the  Spa- 
“  nijh  Wefi-Indian  Mines ;  for,  whilfl: 
“  the  Britijh  Manufacturers  {laid  at  Home, 
*«  to  mind  and  improve  their  Manufac- 
“  tures,  they  had  fo  many  Slaves  work- 
“  ing  abroad  for  them  in  the  Mines.’* 
And  when  this  Trade  is  in  a  right  Chan¬ 
nel,  and  rightly  improved,  I  know  this; 
by  Long  Experience,  to  be  a  great  Truth, 
and  the  moft  beneficial  Branch  of  Trade 
that  I  know,  -or  ever  heard  of,  in  the 
whole  World,  with  the  Returns  all  in 
Specie. 

T  2  "Jamaica 
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[ Jamaica  is  governed  by  their  own 
Laws,  according,  to  the  Britijh  Conftitu- 
tion,  though  fubjedled  to  Appeals  to  the 
King  and  Council ;  The  Inhabitants  are 
a  ftiti,  unruly,  and  ungovernable  People, 
living  almoft  like  a  Parcel  of  Men-eaten  ~ 
devouring  one  another ;  the  greater  eating 
up  the  leffer.  They  are  compofed  of  (,a 
very  odd  Sort  of  Medley  indeed  !)  the  Re- 
fufe  of  the  Britijh  Nation,  intermixed 
with  fome  Irijh ,  and  they,  for  the  moil 
Part,  Roman  Catholicks  in  Difguife :  (And 
it  is  a  known  Truth,  there  are  no  Ene¬ 
mies  fo  inveterate  again!!  the  Britijh  Na¬ 
tion,  as  the  Irijh  Roman  Catholicks )  Tho’ 
there  was  a  very  good  Law  in  Jamaica , 
to  prevent  Dangers  ariling  from  profeffecfr 
and  concealed  Papi/ls,  yet  it  is  now  repeal¬ 
ed  ;  but  upon  what  Account,  and  for  what 
Reafons,  I  could  never  learn ;  and  I  wifh, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  Heart,  they  may 
never  have  Reafon  to  repent  the  repeal¬ 
ing  of  that  Adt  of  the  Affembly. 


I 
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the  World.,  and  I  am  fure,  that  it  is  the 
Lord  of  Jamaica. 

'  \ 

The  Jews  make  up  a  very  confidcrablc 
Part  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  have  a  larger 
Share  of  Trade  than  the  Chriftans  in 
Proportion  to  their  Number.  I  have  no 
Averfion  to  any  Man,  or  Set  of  People, 
for  Religion's  Sake  only  •,  provided  always, 
that  the  Tenets  of  their  Religion  are  not 
contrary  to  the  Rules  of  the  Society  I'live 
in :  But  I  do  declare,  that  thefe  were  the 
worft  Set  of  Rogues  that  ever  I  knew,  in 
the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Life ;  a  Set  of 
meer  low-life  ‘Thieves,  (as  bad  as  the 
Negroes  themfelves,  who  are  all  naturally 
Thieves)  the  meaner  Part  of  whom  held 
a  fh'idt  Correfpondence  with  all  thieving 
Negroes,  from  whom  they  received  the 
ftolen  Goods.  There  was  no  Truft  or 
Confidence  to  be  put  even  in  the  better 
Sort  of  them,  in  the  moll;  valuable  Ties 
of  all  Society,  the  Bands  of  Commerce, 
the  Breach  of  which  is  the  Bane  of  all 
trading  Societies ;  and,  as  they  lived  at  a 
much  lefs  Expence  than  the  Chrijlians , 

T  3  by 
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by  thefe  Means,  and  their  finifder  Ways, 
they  over-reached  and  greatly  out-traded 
them  in  Jamaica ,  and  Tome  of  them  ac¬ 
quired  great  E  dates. 

I  do  acknowledge  their  faving  their 
Money  and  employing  it  in  Trade  en- 
creafes  in  a  Duplicate,  Triplicate,  &c. 
Proportion,  which  proves  a  National  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  a  trading  Country  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  I  own,  their  under-felling  the 
Chriftians  by  retail  in  the  Community 
where  they  lived,  to  engrofs  the  Trade  to 
themfelves,  was  a  general  Benefit,  by 
keeping  the  Jamaica  Chriftians ,  who  have 
no  more  Confcience  than  the  Jews,  from 
taking  exorbitant  Prices  for  every  Trifle 
they  fold. 


T  H  E  Ofi-fpnng  of  the  Britijh  and  Irijh 
make  up  a  Set  by  themfelves,  called  Gr- 
els,  (all  the  Natives  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty’s  Dominions  in  the  Weft-Indies 
of  whatever  Denomination  or  Colour  are 
fo  called)  who,  generally  fpeaking,  get  a 

Knock 
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Knock  in  the  Cradle,  which  no  Education 
is  able  to  drake  off. 

There’s  no  general  Rule  without  an 
Exception ;  for  I  have  known  Men  of 
great  Capacity  and  Abilities  in  J'amaicat 
who  would  have  made  a  Figure  in  any 
Part  of  the  World,  and  as  honed  as  the 
Place  could  well  afford,  being  furro.unded 
on  all  hands  by  cunning  Knaves ;  (N.  B. 
the  great  Lord  Verulam  gives  Cunning 
the  Title  of  Left-handed-vci/dom : )  So  that 
fometimes  they  were  obliged  to  make  ufe 
of  all  the  chicaning  Weapons  in  Self- 
defence,  to  fave  themfelves,  otherwife  they 
muff  infallibly  have  been  dedroyed ;  for 
it  is  impodible  for  a  moral  honed  Man, 
who  launches  out  into  Bufinefs,  to  live 
and  fubfid  among  them. 

I  h  av  e  known  alfo  fame  very  clever 
Fellows,  even  amongd  the  Creols  :  There 
was  a  pretty  prevalent  Gudom  among 
them,  'T’he  longejl  liver  takes  all ;  and  he 
that  has  the  mod  Money  is  the  bed  Man 
amongd  them  :  So  that  a  ffamaica-TLxe - 

T  4  cut  or 


^8o  Dr.  HoustounV  Memoirs . 

cut  or  was  reckoned  better  than  the  Heir  ; 
and  I  always  obferved  the  Irijh  hunted  in 
Packs,  and  divided  the  Spoil ;  and  when¬ 
ever  they  mifearried,  they  all  contributed 
towards  theLofs.  They  were  deep-mouthed 
Plounds !  I  had  the  Misfortune  to  encoun¬ 
ter  with  a  Pack  of  them,  and  they  hunted 
me  till  I  was  almoft  worried  feveral 
times  :  But  I  efcaped  from  them  at  laffc 
by  a  long  Chancery  Suit. 

The  Governor  for  the  Time  being  is 
always  Chancellor ;  the  then  Chancellor 
was  a  Gentleman  of  ftridl  Honour,  and 
undoubted  Integrity ;  in  fo  much  that,  I 
verily  believe,  no  Confideration  on  Earth 
could  have  biafed  him  from  what  he 

thought  JuJlice :  But  his  greatefl:  Foible 
was, 

Nemo  fine  crimine  vivit . 

that  he  believed  every  body  about  him 
as  honeft  as  himfelf  •>  whereas,  to  my  cer¬ 
tain  Knowledge,  there  were  Perfons  about 
him  the  very  reverfe,  which  fooner  or 
later  he’ll  be  fully  convinced  of,  from  his 

own 


oj  his  Own  Life-time.  28  i 

own  Experience,  without  any  Infoima- 
tion. 

•  .i  1  ^  ,  ' 

%  ’  * 

When  His  Excellency  was  refigning 
his  Opinion  to  others,  he  was  fubmitting 
a  fuperior  to  an  inferior  TJnderJIanding » 
which  laid  him  open  to  their  mercenary 
Views  and  finifter  Defigns,  wherein  he 
muft  find  Difficulties  in  extricating  him— 
felf :  In  ffiort,  they  mired  his  Excellency 
on  all  hands  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
faireft  Character  could  not  efcape  without 
fomc  Dirt,  and  fome  of  it  muft  ftick 
hard  and  faft,  before  his  Excellency  gets 
cleverly  out  of  it.  This  brings  to  my 
Mind  Cicero' s  great  Man ,  or  rather  great 
Wonder ,  amongft  the  reft  of  his  Set. 

Maximeque  admirantur  etan , 
ghd  pe cun  1  a  non  movetur. 

This  Sentence  is  worthy  of  Cicero  ;  but  I 
found  it  applied  to  my  Lord  Chancellor 
Macclesfield,  by  a  Gentleman  of  the  Law 
in  a  Dedication  to  his  Lordfhip  long  before 
his  Impeachment . 
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Ever  lince  I  have  known  "Jamaica, 
which  is  almoft  thirty  Years,  I  never 
knew  a  Governor  there,  that  did  not  put 
himfelf  into  Leading-firings :  It  is  true 

-M*  BedfJ iivedf  it  was  a  Seri 
of  Force- put ;  there  was  a  Neceffity  for 
it,  for  thole  who  would  not  be  led  he 
drove  ;  and,  as  the  Saying  is,  they  tnufl 
needs  go,  whom  the  Devil  drives.  Indeed, 
he  had  both  Ability  and  Capacity  enough 
foi  it,  and,  had  he  lived  another  Age, 
in  all  probability,  the  whole  Ifland  would 
have  become  his  own  Property ;  but  he 
has  been  gone  Home  fome  time  ago ; 
therefoie  ever  lince  his  Death  it  mull  be 
voluntary  Refignation,  where  there  is  not 
even  an  Inclination  to  withftand. 

The  Climate  is  very  tolerable,  with 
Plenty  of  Provifions  of  ail  kinds,  enough 
even  to  feed  Luxury,  but  moll  extrava¬ 
gantly  expenfive,,  even  for  the  Produce  of 
the  Illand, 

.  On  the  20th  of  October^  1744,  we  had 
^  moil  dreadful  Hurricane  in  Jamaica^ 

the 

e 
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the  only  one  (thank  God!)  that  ever  I 
faw  in  the  Weft-Indies.  It  began  about 
Noon,  and  lalted  about  twenty  four 
Hours,  and  blowed  all  the  Shipping  in 
Fort  Royal  and  Kingfion  Harbours  on 
Shore,  except  one  of  his  Majefty  s  Ships 
that  rode  it  out.  It  did  incredible  Da-, 
mage  in  Town  and  Country,  by  carrying 
off  all  the  Wharfs,  damaging  Warehoufes 
and  Works,  lodging  and  rooting  up  the 
Canes,  Fruit-trees,  Plantain- walks,  &c. 
In  fhort,  the  Damage  was  fo  very  confi- 
derable,  that  it  could  not  well  be  calcu¬ 
lated  exactly ;  but  I  have  heard  it  com¬ 
puted  at  about  500,000  /.  to  the  Ifland 
of  Jamaica  alone.  Notwithftanding  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  King’s,  as  well  as  the 
IVferchant’s  Ships  and  Veflels,  were  got 
off  again,  which  made  the  Lofs  come  out 
not  near  fo  terrible  as  at  firfl  imagined. 
And,  what  was  very  remarkable  in  this 
Storm,  it  did  not  reach  the  French  nor 
Spanijh  Colonies,  but  confined  itfelf  within 
a  few  Leagues  off  of  the  Ifland  of  Ja •* 

m&ica. 

The 
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1  he  old  People  of  the  Bland  remem¬ 
bered  former  Storms,  which,  they  Lid, 
blowcd  much  harder,  but  did  not  laft  a 
fourth  Part  of  the  Time,  nor  did  half 
the  Damage.  Methinks,  I  have  feen  a 
greater  Storm  in  England ,  which,  indeed, 
always  happened  in  the  Winter-time, 

when  there  was  nothing  in  the  Fields  to 

damage  ;  and,  the  Houfes  and  Works 
being  better  and  Wronger  built,  it  did  not 
affedt  them  fo  much  i  but  their  principal 
Lofs  ufed  to  fall  upon  the  Shipping ,  and 
indeed  the  chief  Lofs  of /a  Weft -Indian 
xlun  icane  falls  on  them,  which  cads  the 
dead  Weight  at  laft  upon"  the  Mother 
Country,  Britain .  • 


But  what  furprized  me  greatly  was, 
to  fpeak  of  this  Hurricane  a  little  philo- 
fophically,  that  the  Erees  and  Bitjhes  were 
ftript  of  their  Leaves,  (and  even  of  fome 
of  their  Bark)  as  bare  as  in  the  middle  of 
Winter  in  England ,  and  in  a  Week's 
Time  after  I  iaw  all  the  Fields  covered 
with  Verdure,  in  two  Weeks  I  meafured 
Leaves  full  grown  feven  Inches,  and  eat 
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the  rough  ripe  Figs,  111  prefence  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Innes,  Provoft  Marfhal,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Lindfay ,  Clerk  of  the  grand  Court, 
Efquires,  off  of  a  T ree,  that,  as  they  attefted 
to  me,  was  quite  bare  three  JVeeks  before. 
The  quickeft  Vegetation  perhaps  ever 
known  in  the  whole  World  !  From  a  dead 
Winter  to  a  Summer,  or  rather  Harveft, 
in  three  Week’s  Time  1  What  is  it  therj 
that  Ifland  is  not  capable  of  producing,  if 
rightly  cultivated,  and  were  in  the  Hands 
of  Men  of  common  Honour  and  Honejiy , 
or  Induftry  truly  encouraged  ?  But  it  is 
impoffible  for  .  any  Country  to  thrive, 
where  Liberty  and  Property  is  not  legally 
and  equitably  fecured  and  fupported  in 
all  Hands  alike,  with  Arts  and  Induftry 
equally  encouraged  accqrding  to  Merit 

only.  ■ 

.  ■  :  i'V.  -  -r/7  .7  -  « 

T  h  E  r  E  is  a  fmall  River  here  at  St. 
J ago  de  la  Vega,  commonly  called  Spa¬ 
in  fb  Town,  which  rofe  to-  an  incredible 
Height  in  twenty:  four  -Hours  Time,  at 
lead;  an  hundred  Feet  perpendicular, 

which 


^86  Dr.  HoustounV  Memoirs 

which  Inundation  did  great  Damage  to 
the  adjacent  Country. 

The  Houfes  of  this  Town,  which  is 
the  Court  of  Jamaica ,  fuffered  greatly, 
as  they  are  very  meanly  built.  If  I  was 
to  defcribe  them  truly,  I  could  only  lay, 
the  People,  live  in  the  King’s  High-way, 
with  a  Cover  over  them  to  prote<3  them 
a  little  from  the  Sun  and  Rain  •  for  the 
Piazzas,  which  are  the  moft  ufeful  Part 
of  their  Houfes,  are  in  the  King’s  High¬ 
way,  the  publick  Street }  fo  that  every  bo¬ 
dy  that  pa  lies  has  the  fame  Freedom  of 
looking  into  your  Houfe  as  the  PolfelFor 
of  it ;  yet  thefe  Huts  let  much  dearer 
than  line  Houfes  in  London. 

Upon  the  back  of  this  general  Cala¬ 
mity,  there  was  a  Confpiracy  amongft  the 
Negroes,  for  a  general  Infurrecftion,  to 
deltroy  all  the  white  People ;  but,  before 
it  came  to  Maturity,  it  was  luckily  dis¬ 
covered,  and  crulhed  in  the  Bud  }  other- 
wife  a  very  Ihort  Time  would  have  car¬ 
ried  the  Scheme,  which  was  very  regu¬ 
larly 
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larly  laid,  into  Execution,  to  the  De- 
ftruaion  of  the  Ifland  :  For  which  Crime 
feveral  of  the  Negroes  fuflfered  Death, 
fome  being  burnt  alive,  and  others  hanged. 

From  the  irregular  Government  of 

their  Negroes  in  ’Jamaica ,  I  have  always 

dreaded  fome  foch  fatal  Confecjuence,  and 

I  with,  from  my  Soul,  that  what  I  have 

feared  may  never  take  place ;  for  they 

have  no  manner  of  Difcipline  amongft  the 

Negro-Jlaves,  neither  Religious  nor  Civil, 

but  the  Exercife  of  the  Whip  and  Stocks, 

and  they  are  too  often  ufed  very  indil- 

creetly,  fometimes  wrongfully  and  moil 

unmercifully. 

# 

The  Negroes  are  ftubborn,  refolute  and 
revengeful  Creatures  in  their  own  Way ; 
but  feldom  or  never  grateful.  Their  na¬ 
tural  Temper  appears  in  more  lively  Co¬ 
lours,  as  they  are  intirely  without  all 
manner  of  Education,  and,  generally 
fpeaking,  it  exerts  itfelf  in  Low-cumingt 
which  they  employ  in  Theft,  or  Revenge  i 
and,  when  they  have  mifs’d  of  their  Aim 

I  have 
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I  have  known  them  very  frequently  re¬ 
venge  it  on  themfelves,  by  cutting  their 
own  Throats ;  as  happened  to  the  princi¬ 
pal  Ring-leader  of  this  Confpiracy,  who, 
when  he  found  the  Plot  was  difcovered, 
cut  his  Throat,  and  died  ha-d,  for  he 
would  confefs  little  or  nothing,  though 
the  Truth  of  it  appeared  to  a  Demonftra- 
tion  to  be  a  very  regular  laid  Plot. 

There  was  at  that  Time  computed  to 
be  about  ioo,oco  Negroes  in  the  Ifland, 
and,  by  a  Law  of  the  Country,  for  every 
i  o  Negroes,  there  ought  to  be  one  white 
Alan ;  but  this  had  been  fo  very  little  ob¬ 
served,  that,  I  am  pretty  fure,  at  that 
Time  there  was  not  in  the  Country,  on  a 
modeft  Computation,  one  white  Man  for 
fifty  Negroes:  And  the  white  Servants  that 
come,  or  are  fent  thither,  are  the  very 
Scum  of  the  Earth,  and,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  prove  good  for  nothing  ;  tho’  there’s 
no  Country  in  the  World  where  a  Trades¬ 
man  can  earn  fo  much  Wages. 

I  \  ^  \ 

•  ^  ^  •  •  .  i  4 

Wh  e  R  E  a  s  the  Spaniards  have  much 

better 
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better  Government  and  Difcipline  amongft 
the  Negroes  in  their  JVeJl-Indtes  ;  at  their 
Introduction  the  'Jefuits  take  care  to  in¬ 
fix  net  them  in  fome  of  the  fundamental 
Principles  of  the  Chrijhan  Religion ;  and 
the  .Affiento  Company  cannot  fell  their  Ne¬ 
groes,  without  a  Certificate  of  their  being 
firft  Chrijlned ,  which  is  done  in  eight  or 
ten  Days  from  their  Introduction,  and 
fometimes  the  Baptifm  is  over  in  three  or 
four  Days,  when  Difpateh  is  required  for 
Sale,  and  a  valuable  Confideration  is  given} 
but  they  are  afterwards  more  fully  in- 
ftruCted,  and  bred  up  in  the  Rites  and 
Ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  Rome ,  the 
very  beft  Religion  in  the  World  that  I 
know  of,  to  keep  the  Vulgar  in  a  Jlavifh 
Awe,  and  the  greateft  and  beft  Policy, 
to  fubjeCt  the  whole  Body  of  Laicks  to  the 
Ecclefiajlic  State , 

A  *  1  ,  •  >  f.'  .  :  *  *  **  .  »  ,  » 

I  remember  in  the  Reprifalia ,  1727, 

I  had  a  Negro-boy ,  who  was  bred  up  a 
Rowan  Catholick,  amongft  the  Spaniards 
at  Cartagena ,  whom  I  always  found  to 
be  very  honeft  and  true  to  h js  Truft ; 

U  where- 
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wherefore  I  did  not  care  to  part  from  him, 
fo  I  brought  him  along  with  me  to  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  left  him  there  till  I  went  to 
London  ■  and  about  two  Y ears  afterwards, 
upon  my  Return,  I  carried  him  over  to 
Cartagena  again,  Rill  repoling  the  fame 
T  rull:  in  him  as  formerly  :  But  I  had  not 
been  there  above  two  Months,  before  he 
Role  a  Chert  of  Rhubarb  from  me,  value 
200/.  Sterling  prime  CoR  in  London.  I 
challenged  him  with  the  Theft,  but  he 
denied  it  ftoutly,  infianced  his  former 
Trulls  to  ten  times  the  Value,  that  he  had 
difcharged  faithfully,  refolutely  Rood  all 
Threats  and  Punifhments,  Confinement 
with  his  Head  in  the  Stocks,  a  great  many 
Whippings  from  time  to  time,  &c.  Tho’ 
I  was  convinced  that  no-body  but  he 
could  be  guilty,  yet  I  had  fiome  Remorfe 
about  it,  as  it  was  not  impoffible  that  he 
might  be  innocent ;  fo  I  gave  it  over  in- 
tirely  for  loR,  till  one  Day  I  afk’d  the 
Negro ,  Who  was  his  Confejfor  ?  He  told 
me  Padre  Antonio ,  whofe  Sifier  I  was 
intimately  acquainted  with.  I  told  her  the 
whole  Story,  witn  the  Promife  of  an  hand- 

fome 
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fome  Reward  upon  Reflitutiori.  Sheanfwer- 
ed  me,  “  Leave  the  Management  of  that 
“  Affair  intirely  to  me;  in  mean  time 
“  you  are  to  promife,  upon  your  Honpur, 

“  that  upon  Reftitution  you  are  to  afk  no 
“  Queftions  of  the  Negro  :  In  fhort,  faid 
“  fhe,  you  are  not  to  fay  one  Syllable 
“  more  to  any  one  Perfon  about  it.”  Ail 
which  I  promifed,  and  fucceeded  accord¬ 
ingly,  whether  by  the  Force  of  the  La* 
dy’s  Rhetoric,  or  the  Padre's  Ecclefiaftic 
Power  of  Perfwafion  I  know  not ;  but,  in 
about  ten  Days  Time,  the  Chejl  of  Rhu¬ 
barb  was  fet  down  in  the  very  Place  from 
whence  it  was  taken  up,  wanting  about 
6  lb.  which  I  took  no  notice  of,  as  the 
Remainder  fetched  me  above  4000  Pieces 
of  Eight. 

The  wonderful  Force  and  EffeSt  of  Ec- 
clefiafiical  Policy  arid  Government  ! 

•  *  *  *  '  1 

I  have  likewife  been  tranfiently  at 
fome  other  of  his  Britannick  Majeffy’s 
Golonies  in  the  Wef -Indies ,  St.  Chrifio- 
pher’s ,  Barbadoes ,  &c.  The  Ifland  of 
Barbadoes  was  regularly  fettled  during  the 

U  2  Reiens 
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Reigns  of  King  Janies  I.  Charles  I.  and 
Charles  II.  and  fome  of  the  bell  Families 
in  England  were  concerned  in  the  fettling 
of  it  at  their  own  Expence,  and  lent  their 
younger  Sons  to  fupport  the  Settlement, 
who  were  foon  followed  by  whole  Fami¬ 
lies  of  Credit  and  Reputation  :  But  Ja¬ 
maica  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards  in 
the  Year  1655,  and  fettled  by  a  Parcel  of 

Oliverian  Banditti,  whofe  Cuftoms  and 
Manners  they  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
lhake  off,  and  I  am  afraid  never  will. 

Ido  declare,  and  without  Prejudice 
too,  there  Was  as  great  a  Difference,  in 
Point  of  Manners  and  Behaviour,  between 
the  Inhabitants  of  Barbadoes  and  thofe  of 
Jamaica ,  as  between  St.  James' s  and 
Wapping. 

•  I 

The  People  of  Barbadoes  had  fome- 
thing  of  Genius ,  and  a  polite,  genteel  Edu¬ 
cation,  as  appears  by  their  Milcellaneous 
Eflays  on  various  Subject's,  occafionally 
publifhed  in  two  Volumes  in  4 to,  entitled, 
Carribbeana ,  chiefly  wrote  by  the  Gentle¬ 
men 
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men  and  Ladies  of  that  Ifland :  Whereas 
few  Gentlemen  or  Ladies  of  Jamaica 
knew  how  to  write,  or  even  fpell  truly 
to  the  End  of  a  common  Letter :  The 
very  Propriety  and  Accent  of  the  Englijh 
Language  were  quite  corrupted  in  this 
Ifland,  by  converfing  fo  much  with  Mu- 
latoes  and  Negros ;  for  they  were  fo  very 
clofely  intermixed,  that  they  fuckled,  eat, 
drank,  and  lay  together  j  wherefore  their 
Tempers  and  Manners  may  be  very  eafily 
accounted  for.  Mofl  fpent  their  Eftates 
in  their  Life-time ,  others  left  what  they 
had  at  their  Death  amongfl  thofe  Crea¬ 
tures.  I  could  give  innumerable  Inftances 
of  the  firft,  and  amongfl;  the  laft  I  remem¬ 
ber  one  Crofs ,  a  Jamaica  Grandee ,  Re¬ 
ceiver  General  of  the  Ifland,  who  acquired 
a  very  confiderable  Fortune,  and  lived, 
died,  and  left  his  All  amongfl  thofe  Ver¬ 
min,  whilft  his  Brothers  and  poor  Rela¬ 
tions  were  ftarving  for  Want.  Mofl  Part 
of  the  Creols,  and  a  great  many  other  In¬ 
habitants,  will  leave  the  fined;  white  Wo¬ 
men  of  the  Ifland,  to  enjoy  and  co¬ 
habit  with  thofe  Creatures :  It  is  natural 

U  3  ■  for 
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for  the  Creols  fo  to  do,  they  fuck  in  the 
AffcSihn,  or  rather  InfeBion,  with  their 
Nurfes  Milk,  and  the  reft  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  acquire  it  by  Cuftom  and  Habitude, 
which  are  a  fecond  Nature. 

Simile  Jimili  gaudet.  ' 

»  .  « 

I  could  not  flip  a  curious  Philofophi- 
cal  Account,  and  very  juft  Obfervation  on 
the  Natives  and  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica 
by  an  ingenious  Gentleman,  a  Clergyman 
of  Letters,  lately  arrived  in  that  Ifland, 
ani  I  cannot  do  him  more  Juftice  than  to 
infert  it  in  his  own  Words. 

To  the  Publijhers  of  the  Jamaica  Ga¬ 
zette,  April  2i,  1 744. 

- Varium  cceli  prcedifcere  Morern , 

Cura  fit ,  ac  patrios  cultifq-,  habitufq j 
Locorum , 

Et  quid  qiueq ;  ferat  Rcgio ,  cs?  quid  qiueq% 
recufet.  V  irg.  Geor.  1.  i. 

SIRS,  .  .  ' 

.  •  /  ' 

(t  TT  HAVE  by  me  a  general  Map  of  hu¬ 
ll  man  Underftanding,  with  all  the 
Depths  and  Shallows  of  the  Mind,  the 

“  Ebbs 


•  of  his  Own  Life-time.  295 

“  Ebbs  and  Flows  of  Humour,  and  the, 

“  Variations  of  the  Compafs  of  Wit, 

“  throughout  the  whole  habitable  Globe. 

“  I  here  fend  you  an  Extract  of  the  parti- 
“  cular  Chart  laid  down  with  the  utmoft 
“  Exadtnefs  for  this  Climate.  The  Au- 
u  thor  of  this  intellectual  Cofmography, 

“  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  is  very  lingular  in 
“  one  Circumftance  of  his  Style:  whatever 
“  Country  he  defcribes,  he  fpeaks  always 
‘c  of  it  as  his  own,  a  ftrong  Inftance  of  his 
“  Impartiality,  and  Unwillingnefs  to  give 
“  Offence,  and  that  he  efteemed  himfelf 
“  a  Citizen  of  the  World, 

“The  ^Torrid Zone ,  fays  my  curious 
“  Traveller,  has  no  where  fo  remarkable 
“  an  Influence  on  the  Difpofitions  and  Ca- 
“  pacities  both  of  EuYcpcans  and  Natives, 

“  as  in  the  Meridian  under  which  I  now 
“  refide.  The  Imagination,  in  the  Lati- 
“  tude  of  J  a M  A 1  c  a,  is  found,  from  the 
“  niceft  Obfervation,  to  be  lively,  tho’  the 
“  Judgment  don’t  apf  <£r  altogether  fo 
“  firm.  The  Faculty  of  Attention  iscon- 
“  fiderably  diminifhed,  but  the  Quicknefs 
.  •  U  4  “  of 
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“  of  Apprehenfion  is  increafed  in  ]uft 
f<  Proportion,  Horace  lays, 

“  Caelum  non  Am  mum  mutant ,  qtti  trans 
n\ar?  currunt,  Epift.  xi.  1.  i. 

But  in  his  Time  this  Part  of  the  World 
“  was  unknown,  otherwife  he  had  faidj 
“  with  refpedt  to  a  Voyage  hither, 

Caelum  atq Ingenium  mutat ,  qui  tram 

“  mare  cur r it. 

\  *  ■ 

“  The  Natives  and  Inhabitants  of  this 
“  Climate  enter  warmly  into  any  Propofal 
“  for  the  publick  Good,  and  cool  as  fud- 
“  denly.  This  furprizing  Change  wrought 
“  on  the  Mind  by  the  Operation  of  the  Air 
“  may  be  illuftrated,  and  polTibly  ex- 
i(  plained,  by  Inftanees  drawn  from  Natu- 
“  tural  Philofophy;  but,  as  Phyfical  Proofs 
“  ferve  more  for  Entertainment  than  In- 
“  ftrudlion,  I  fhall  entirely  wave  them. 

«  The  Proverbial  Saying,  That  fccond 
“  ‘Thoughts  are  heft,  will  by  no  means  hold 
“  good  in  this  Ifland.  The  Latitude  of 
(t  eighteen  to  nineteen,  I  abfolutely  affirm^ 

“  admits 


of  his  0<vm  Life-time.  297 

**  admits  of  no  fecond  Thoughts  ;  but  who- 
«  ever  lives  in  it,  be  he  never  fo  tranfient \ 
f‘  muft  follow  the  Impulfe,  or  rather  Itn- 
“  fetus  of  his  Genius,  in  order  either  to 
“  adl  or  write  well.  All  Refolutions,  whe- 
“  ther  Publick  or  Private,  muft  be  carried 
into  immediate  Execution,  otherwife 
“  the  good  Intention  evaporates,  not  from 
“  any  Vice  of  the  Mind,  but  from  the 
“  mere  mechanick  Effect  of  the  Confti- 
“  tution  of  the  Air. 

“Aman  cannot  perfift  here  in  pub- 
lick  Spirit,  for  want  of  animal  Spirits, 
“  which  quickly  exhauft  themfelves.  If, 
by  fome  lucky  Hit,  the  fcatterea  Rays 
“  of  Policy,  or  Wit,  be  gathered  into  a 
u  Focus,  let  ’en>  exert  themfelves  effec- 
«•  tually ;  for  the  Moment  they  are  dif- 
“  perfed,  there  is  an  end  of  all  their 
sC  Action. 

*«  A  person,  whofe  Compofttion 
“  you  would  one  Moment  imagine  to  be 
“  all  Mercury  and  Volatile  Salt,  becomes 
?  ‘  the  very  next  an  infipid  Piece  of  Earth 

“  wha 
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“  what  the  Chemifts  call  Caput  Mor - 
iC  tnum ,  or  'SbClTit  iJcinillfltit,  which  la  ft 
“  Term  tome  rafhly  apply  to  the  Ifland 
“  itfelf. 

f  *  / 

“Perhaps  it  may  be  objeded,  'That 
“  my  Advice  tends  to  hurry  Folks  on  into 
“  too  hajly  Conclufions,  which,  upon  more 
“  deliberate  Views,  would  allow  of  much  A- 
“  mendment, if  not  appear  wholly  raf ;  that 
“  gratf  Caution  and  Circumfpctlion  is  re- 
“  quifite  to  digefi  a  Scheme-,  that  every  ac- 
“  cidental ',  as  well  as  necejfary  Confequence 
“*  ought  to  be  taken  into  Conf  deration.  This 
“  fober  Method  of  Proceeding  is,  I  grant, 
“  abfolutely  proper  in  Europe,  among 
“  People  of  a  dull  and  phlegmatic  Tem- 
“  perament,  who  are  for  the  mod  Part 
“  of  the  Year  involved  in  Fogs.  There 
“  the  Fancy  is  not  alert  enough  to  ftrike 
“  Things  out  at  the  firft  Pleat,  there  Time 
“  andLeifure  are  wanting  to  bring  thePro- 
“  dudions  of  the  Mind,  as  well  as  thofe 
“  of  the  Earth,  to  due  Maturity;  but  we 
“  in  this  Ifle  may  apply  to  ourfelv.es  the 

“  Cha~ 


>5* 
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«L  .  *  M  -# 

“  Character  Dido  gives  of  herfelf  and  Sub- 
«  jedts, 

'  1  .  f  .  . v*  \  \ 

“  Non  obtufa  adeo  gejlamus  petlora  Pceni , 
fC  Nec  tam  averfus  equos  Pyrin  Sol jungit  ab 

“  Urbe,  ■ 

,  Y-jrg.  wfEn.  1.  i. 

“  Here  the  Sun  is  fo  kindly,  that  it 
cc  forwards  the  Powers  of  the  Soul,  like 
“  the  Juices  of  fome  Trees,  where  you 
5C  fee  Bloiloms  and  ripe  Fruits  at  the  fame 
ct  Time;  that  is,  we  can  conceive  a  Suc- 
“  ceffion  of  Projedts,  fome  crude  and 
“  green,  e’re  others  are  well  concodted } 
“  but  with  this  Difference  from  the  Bear- 
“  ings  of  our  Trees,  that  the  Fruit  of  our 
“  Brains  becomes  rotten  as  foon  almofl:  as 
“  ripe,  and  therefore  their  Point,  or  De- 
£C  gree  of  Perfedtion,  is  to  be  narrowly 
“  watched,  elfe  they  fall  immediately  to 
“  the  ground.  Now  this  cannot  be  ac- 
"  counted  for  by  the  general  Principle  of 
“  Gravity,  which  inclines  Bodies  to  their 
“  Centre,  for  Defigns  drop  here  from 
fC  mere  Levity. 

f  ■ ,  ,  * 

-  1  g  r 

“  In 
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“  I  n  fhort,  the  Dwellers  in  Europe  are 
utter  Strangers  to  what  we  call  the 
“  prickly  Heat ,  which  I  take  to  be  a  fu- 
“  rious  Incentive  to  the  Imagination,  it 
“  Simulates  like  an  Oeftrumy  or  Gad-Fly 
“  at  home.  Therefore  I  take  this  Climate 
c<  to  be  very  favourable  to  Poetry,  and  we 
“  might  lay  out  all  the  dowry  Roads  of 
Parnajfus  in  this  Iiland,  which  I  moil 
“  humbly  recommend  as  a  proper  Em- 
,c  ployment  for  the  wild  Negros. 

u  Philosophy,  ’tis  true,  and  other 
“  Matters  of  dry  and  barren  Speculation, 
“  would  not  fuit  this  Air  by  many  de- 
“  grees ;  we  could  not  toil  thro’  the  irk- 
“  fome  Procefs  of  a  Problem  in  Mathe- 
“  maticks  :  But  what  need  have  we  of 
“  taking  all  the  tedious  Steps  of  Demon- 
“  ftration  to  come  at  Theorems,  when 
*<  every  Propofition  we  make  is  a  Self- 
«*  evident  Truth  at  firft  Sight.  We  ne- 
“  ver  fhould  have  the  Patience  to  argue  in 
“  Mood  and  Figure,  or  fetter  ourfelves  up 
M  to  the  Form  of  thole  methodical  Syl— 
“  logifms  which  require  a  Major  and  a 

“  Minor  ■ 
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ft  Minor :  but  we  can  do  better  with- 
“  otit  either,  by  employing  an  Enthymeme. 

“  This  indeed  the  Sophifts  call  an  iraper- 
“  fed  Syllogifm,  but  very  unjuftly :  For 
“  the  Logical  Definition  of  anEnthymeme 
“  is,  the  Whole  of  Thinking,  or  the  en- 
«  tire  Adion  of  the  Mind.  Now  if  all 
“  this  can  be  included  in  a  fingle  Propofi- 
“  tion,  does  not  that  imply  a  greater 
“  Perfedion,  in  Ratiocination,  Argumen- 
“  tation,  or  Difputation,  call  it  which 
“  you  will,  that  School-boys,  or  School- 
“  men  value  themfelves  fo  much  upon  ? 
“  We  can  draw  Inferences  without  the 
“  Formality  of  laying  down  Premifes,  or 
“  the  Ceremony  of  proving  Things  by 
“  any  intermediate  Term.  Nay,  we  de- 
“  fpife  all  Mediums  between’  the  Tropicks. 
“  We  can  eftablilh  Propofitions  by  dired 
u  Afiertion,  without  any  Trouble  of  De- 
“  dudion  or  Connedion,  or  the  mor- 

“  tifying  Pains  of  giving  Reafons  for  what 

* 

“  we  fay.  • 

'  '  “  '  '  •  '  \  \  *  * 
*■  •*  '  ’  ++  -  ‘  v  -  -  •  -  -  •  -  ~  *  ✓ 

“In  one  word,  Things  {peak  apd 

£<  prove  themfelves  here  otherwife ;  I 

"  proteft 
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“  proteft  I  don’t  know  how  they  would 
“  be  proved.  And  who  would  talk  pro- 
“  blematically,  when  we  can  as  fafely 
“  talk  dogmatically  ?  I  mean  dogmatically 
££  in  the  good  philofophical  Senfe  of  the 
££  Word  ;  that  is,  who  would  fpeak  with 
££  Diffidence,  when  (Thanks  to  the  Cli- 
t£  mate)  he  is  at  Liberty  to  affirm  what  he 
‘  will  pofitively  ?  ,  , 

f  f  f  '  N  *  .  /  r 

-  ;  *  *  /  •»  •  ?  i  *  *  -  •"  ^  i  ^ 

•  *  r  % 

cr  I  know  not  a  People  upon  the 
u  whole  Round  of  the  Earth,  who  have 

m 

“  vindicated  the  original  Right  of  Free- 
t£  dom,  (Slaves  by  Nature  are  in  conrfe 

t£  excepted)  or  rid  themfelves  from  the 

►  • 

<c  cumberfome  Shackles  of  Thinking  to 
t£  fo  thorough  good  Purpole  as  we.  It 
<£  is  abfolute  Tyranny  and  Ufurpation  to 
<£  pretend  to  eftablifh  an  arbitrary  Art,  Or 
“  Syftem  of  Thinking.  Logick  is  down- 
“  right  Prieft-craft,  and  flourished  mod: 
“  in  the  Times  of  Popery  and  Sla- 
<£  very;  but  Free-thinking ,  (the  Mind’s 
C£  exalted  Privilege)  Religion ,  Politicks ,  and 
<£  Literature ,  were  happily  introduced  with 

“  the 
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C1  the  glorious  Bleffings  of  Liberty  of  Per* 

“  fon  and  Property  of  Goods.  However, 

“  it  is  not,  nor  can  be,  fo  fully  enjoyed 
**  any  where  as  in  this  moft  delightful 
«  Spot,  this  Paridife  of  America ,  or,  to 
“  fpeak  more  fafhionably,  this  Elyfium  of 
*'•  the  New-found  World. 

•  +  t  * 

•  •  1  •  ^  ’i*  *{r\  *'  *«:»;•  *  ■  i  H 

«  Here  the  Author  breaks  off  ab- 
“  ruptly  with  faying,  That  he  could  pro- 
“  duce  an  unanl'werable  Reafon  for  what 
“  he  laid  afferts ;  but  that  the  penetrating 
“  Reader  will  guefs  it,  and  the  candid 
«  Reader  will  excufe  him  from  giving  it. 
“  By  this  I  concluded,  that  he  had  an  In* 
“  tention  to  publifh  this  Draught,  and 
“  therefore  communicate  it  to  you,  as  a 
cc  proper  Subject  for  the  Jamaica  Gazette. 

'  *  *  9  y  c  *  •  * 

.  •  .  »  «  •  *■  .  ' 

“  lam,  .. 

.  '  .  *  **  :  *  *  *  ,  I.  x 

n  _  1  0  *  . 

cc  Your  moft  obedient, 

•  *  *'■  V  •  '  I-.,  ■  , 

♦ 

“  humble  Servant, 

*  ~  •  *  ;  .  s 

•“  Britannu  s/' 

> 

»  '  4 

,  ,  .  v  *  •  r  -  *  «>*>,-  ,  d  ■  .*  s 
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In  what  Contempt  then  muft  fuch 
People  expedl  to  be  held  in,  when  they’ll 
find  fome  of  the  firft  Rank  and  Dignity 
of  Great  Britain  defpicable  for  want  of 
a  proper  Education,  and  mannerly  Beha¬ 
viour  ?  When  they  go  to  Great  Britain , 
(Home  as  they  called  it)  they  are  very 
foon  tired  of  the  Place ;  becaufe  they  think 
they  have  not  Refpedl  enough  paid  them  ; 
they  cannot  play  the  Mogul  in  a  Land  of 
Liberty  and  Property,  where  every  Gen¬ 
tleman  is  refpeded  as  fuch,  only  from  his 
own  Merit  and  Behaviour ;  they  cannot 
lord  it  as  they  do  over  their  own  Planta¬ 
tions,  as  well  over  their  •white  Servants  as 
their  Negro-Jlaves,  without  Controul : 
Shew  me  the  Man,  and  I’ll  Ihew  you  the 
Law,  notwithftanding  fome  of  their  prin¬ 
cipal  Men  have  been  indented  Servants 
themfelves,  which  verifies  the  old  Pro¬ 
verb,  Set  a  Beggar  on  Horfeback,  and  he'll 
ride  to  the  Devil. 

\ 

I  H  a  d  drawn  thole  CharaBerijlicks  of 
the  People  of  famaica  from  the  Life, 
fome  Years  before  I  had  the  Experience 

of 
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of  having  the  Obfervations  exemplified 
on  myfelj  in  the  following  Particulars. 

1  had  an  Embroil  with  one  Mr. 
Beawes ,  in  the  Service  of  the  honourable 
South~Sca  Company,  the  original  Caufe 
whereof  the  People  of  Jamaica  were  in- 
tirely  Strangers  to ;  but,  as  a  great  many 
of  them  were  very  deeply  concerned  with 
him  in  a  Voyage  to  la  veraCruz,  they 
were  all  ready  and  willing  to  affift  him  to 
proceed  on  that  Voyage,  which,  for  Rea- 
fons  formerly  hinted,  I  would  have  ftopt 
by  a  Ne  exeat  infulam ,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Regard  I  had  for  the  lnterefl  of 
the  -  South-Sea  Company’s  Service,  and 
Refpeft  for  my  honourable  Matters.  I  re¬ 
member,  in  examining  one  of  hisWitnefles, 
who  declared,  “  That,  when  fucli  and 
“  fuch  Circumftances  happened,  I  was 
“  fmoaking  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco.”  At 
■  the  fame  Time  I  folemnly  declared, 
(Tefle  D  E  o,  and  all  my  Acquaintance) 
**  That  I  never  did  fmoak  a  Pipe  or  Se- 
<c  gar  of  Tobacco  in  the  whole  Courfe  of 
my  Life.”  Upon  which,  to  invalidate 

X  my 
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xny  Evidence,  they  got  three  Witneffes  of 
Reputation  (Jamaica  Currency)  to  declare  j 
«  That  they  had  feen  me  fmoak  a  hun- 
«  dred  times  and  one  of  them  offered 
to  fwear,  “  That  he  had  feen  me  fmoak 
“  the  Segars  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour.” 

And,  though  it  made  nothing  at  all 
to  the  Purpofe,  yet  it  evidently  (hewed* 
■what  I  was  to  expedt  from  the  People  of 
Jamaica  ;  Life  and  Fortune  here  hung 
entirely  upon  a  precarious  Lay  ! 

/  •• 

T  H  e  next  Attack  was  more  extraordi¬ 
nary  (if  poffible)  in  one  of  my  trading 
Voyages  on  the  Spanifh  Coaft.  I  (truck 
a  Bargain  with  the  principal  People  of 
Porto-bello  for  20,000  Pieces  of  Eight  in 
Goods  ;  I  wanted  fome  of  the  Common 
dities  to  make  up  the  Affortment  agreed 
on,  fo  looked  out  for  them  \unongft  the 
reft  of  the  trading  Vefl'els ;  when  it  hap¬ 
pened,  that  one  MoJ’es  Metidcs,  a  jewi 
engaged  to  anfwer  for  fuch  and  fuch 
Goods,  the  heft  of  their  Kind  in  Quantity 

and  Quality,  at  the  Prices  agreed  on,  to 

make 
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illake  up  my  Affortment.  I  went  on 
board  of  Mendes' s  Sloop  myfelf  to  nego- 
date  the  Contract,  and  the  Contractors 
appointed  one  Compton  as  Broker  on  their 
Behalf :  We  lay  off  of  the  Mouth  of  the 
Harbour  of  Porto-bello  to  deliver  the 
Goods,  and  receive  the  Return,  one  half 
in  Ca/h,  the  other  in  Cacao.  On  deliver¬ 
ing  the  Goods,  Mendes  fent  on  Shore 
Dutch  Bays  inftead  of  Engli/h  Bays  } 
Compton ,  their  Broker,  immediately  chal¬ 
lenged  the  Impohtion,  and  upon  Enquiry 
1\  found  it  to  be  Truth,  and  a  down-right 
wilful  Cheat  of  Mendes’s.  So  the  Bargain 
was  broke  off,  and  the  Contractors  laid 
the  whole  Blame  on  me,  and  indeed  they 
had  Reafon,  for  they  knew  nothing  of 
Mendes. 

Mendes  had  received,  when  the  Bar¬ 
gain  was  broke  offj  1625  Pieces  of  Eight 
more  than  there  were  Goods  delivered  for  ; 
So  I  was  obliged  on  Punto ,  and  indeed 
in  common  Juftice  in  merchandizing,  to 
make  good  this  Sum  to  the  Contractors, 
which  I  did  out  of  my  own  Calh  ;  and 

X  2  then 
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then  filed  Mcndes  at  the  fupteme  Court  of 
Judicature  in  Jcunuicu ,  where  the  Law¬ 
yers  pleaded,  cc  That  we  muft  prove 
the  Identity  of  the  Goods  delivered 

•• 

There  was  oile  IVfr.  Lowthcr ,  who 
made  Affidavit,  “  That  he  received  the 
“  Goods  on  Shore,  and  that  the  Bays 
“  were  Dutch  Bays.”  But,  to  invalidate 
my  Evidence,  they  got  two  Witneffes  to 
fwear,  “  .That  my  Head  was  in  a  Water- 
“  Jar  all  the  time  that  I  was  on  board 
“  the  Sloop,  which  was  about  thirty-fix 
“  Hours Whereas  there  was  no  Wa- 
<e  ter- Jar  on  board.  But  they  like  wile 
fwore,  cc  That  they  were  obliged  to  break 
“  the  Water-Jar  before  they  could  get  my 
u  Head  out  of  it.” 

•  *  »  i  |  • 

In  ffiort,  this  was  all  I  got  for  my 
1625  Pieces  of  Eight,  befides  Reproach 
from  the  Spaniards,  in  endeavouring  to 
deceive  them,  by  not  fulfilling  my  Bar¬ 
gain  according  to  Agreement,  to  the  Dif- 
grace  of  Traders  in  general,  and  the  £«_ 
glijh  in  particular,  whole  Word  in  com- 

"  :  mon 
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mon  Dealings  the  Spaniards  will  take 
above  all  other  Nations :  For  we  know 
by  Experience  they  chufe  t»  deal  with 
the  Britijh ,  and  will  truft  to  their  Sam¬ 
ples  without  opening  a  Bale,  which  they, 
will  not  do  with  any  other  Nation.  I 
wifh  we  may  not  forfeit  this  our  good 
Character,  by  means  of  thefe  rafcally  Fel¬ 
lows  of  Jews,  who  trade  from  Jamaica 
under  the  Denomination  of  Englijhmen  * 
And  fome  nominal  Chriftians  from  Ja¬ 
maica  are  full  as  bad  as  the  Jetvs ;  and 
indeed  it  is  fome  Encouragement  for 
them  to  go  on  in  fuch  villainous  Ways, 
when  they  can  efcape  Punifhment  in  a 
Court  of  Juftice,  on  very  grofs  ImpofL 
tions  on  the  World  in  general,  and  the 
trading  Part  -in  particular.  Nay,  they 
even  gloried  in  their  Shame,  by  dividing 
the  Spoil,  in  the  very  Face  of  the  World, 
between  Aaron  Dias  Fernandes  and  Com¬ 
pany,  Daniel  Mendes  de  Cojla  and  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  aforefaid  Mofes  Mendes: 
And,  though  thefe  Fellowsd  eal  very  con- 
liderably  on  the  Coaft,  I  have  feen  them  fo 
very  low  and  bafe-fpirited,  as  to Jleal  aDol- 

X  3  lar 
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lar  or  two  from  the  Spaniards  in  counting 
their  Money,  and  change  one  Bale  for 
another  ;  which  I  have  detected,  and  con-- 
fronted  them  in  Prefence  of  the  Spa-, 
mar ds ;  but  they  flick  at  nothing,  if  they 
think  they  can  cfcape  Puniihment. 

I  have  had  innumerable  Pieces  of 
grand  Larceny  committed  againfl  me  in 
Jamaica,  when  I  was  a  Trader  there,  my 
great  Misfortune  having  been  that  I  lived 
arnongft  the  Spaniards,  with  whom  you 
may  fee  fixty  Millions  of  Pieces  of  Eight 
negociated  to  and  fro,  without  the  Scrape 
of  a  Pen,  all  upon  Panto.  In  Jamaica 
Jt  is  quite  otherwife,  for  there  it  is 
reckoned  no  Difgrace,  or  Lofs  of  Credit, 

to  fail  in,  or  fall  from  your  Word,  Bill,  or 
Bond. 

I  here  was  one  Curtin,  my  Partner 
Pennell' s  Factor,  (called  a  Merchant  in 
Jamaica)  who,  in  my  Abfence,  took  up 
ten  Pipes  of  Madeira  Wine,  configned  to 
lie  up  cun  and  Fennell ;  for  he  flopped  my 
Letters  of  Advice,  fo  that  it  was  fome 

time 
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time  before  I  heard  of  the  Wines.  When 
I  afked  him  about  them,  he  denied  he 
knew  any  Thing  of  them  till  I  got  the 
Bills  of  Loading  from  my  Correipon  ents 
in  London  ;  and  then  I  immediately  foe 
him  at  Law  :  But,  to  the  Honour  of  the 
Court  and  Jury  be  it  faid,  he  non-futted 
me,  though  I  proved  that  I  had  paid  for 
the  Wines,  and  had  Credit  in  my  Ac¬ 
count  current  for  them  from  my  Corref- 
pondents.  '  This  ftands  upon  Record  as  a 
farther  Proof  of  the  Cuftoms  of  Jamaica : 
The  Jury-men  were  almoft  all  Irifimen , 
as  were  my  Partner  Fennell ,  and  this  Cur¬ 
tin  So  I  had  no  great  Chance  there, 
and  never  got  a  Shilling  of  this  Money, 
whilft  they  divided  the  Spoil.  This  was 
called,  T be  Cuftom  of  Merchants  in  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  and  they  called  John  Merewether 
Efq;  a  great  Merchant,  to  proye  it,  who 
declared  in  open  Court,  “  That  it  was  the 
<<  Cuftom  of  Merchants  in  Jamaica  j” 
which,  I  am  fure,  would  have  been  found 
grand  Larceny  in  Weft  mi  after -Hall, 

There  was  one  Teaman ,  a  very  great 

X  4  Mer- 


% 
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Merchant  amongft  them,  and  who  had 
home  dry  Goods  of  mine  in  his  Cuftody  > 
Jn  my  Abfence.  He  fent  the‘m  out  upon 
the  Coaft  on  his  own  Account  and  Rifh, 
with  a  very  advantageous  Profpett,  but 
the  Veiled  happened  to  be  loft;  f0  he 
chaiged  the  aforelaid  Goods  to  my  Ac¬ 
count.  Lucky  for  me!  we  referred  it 
to  Arbitration  of  honeft  Men, 


Kara  avis  in  t  err  is  / 

and  they^  obliged  him  to  produce  his 
Looks,  wnere  the  Fraud  appeared  plain  ; 
but,  had  he  gone  to  common  Law,  lie 
would  have  gained  his  Point,  as  he  was 
not  obliged  to  produce  his  Books,  there 

being  Plenty  of  Witneftes  to  fwcar  to  any 
Thing. 


1  bought  thirty  Pipes  of  Canary 
\/ine,  Prize- goods,  which  I  ordered  a 
(  ooper  in  Kv:g/lcn,  one  Lcivis,  to  fine 
down,  and  turn  into  Ten-gallon  Cags 
lor  the  SpaniJIj  Coaft-trade  ;  and  accord, 
mgiy  :t  was  put  under  his  Care  in  his 
•Store-houfe  for  fome  Months.  When  I 

received 


V 
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received  the  V^ines  from  him  two  Thirds 
of  the  whole  Quantity  was  gone,  (as  he 
faid  by  Leakage)  and  he  charged  me  over 
and  above  150  odd  Pounds  for  Cooperage 
and  Store-houfe-room,  and  fwore  to  his 
Account ;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  pay  the 
Whole,  and  never  could  get  any  Redrefs, 
for  the  grofs  Impofition,  at  the  Court  of 
Judicature.  " 

r  •  ».  ‘  “T  *  '*  r  „  .  1  \  •*  «  * 

I  could  give  a  great  many  other  In- 
ftances  of  fuch  petty-fogging,  little,  dirty 
‘Tricks,  greatly  beneath  and  unworthy  of 
the  very  Name  of  a  Merchant :  I  muft 
own  I  never  had  the  good  Fortune  to 
meet  with  any  one  in  ‘Jamaica  worthy 
of  the  Name  of  a  real  Merchant,  which,, 
in  my  Opinion,  is  themoft  honourable 
Title  of  any  in  the  whole  World. 

r  •  r».  *• 

I  x  was  an  antient  Law  amongft  the 
Saxons ,  who  fettled  in  England  as  politi¬ 
cally  as  advantageoufly  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  A?  ts ,  and  efpecially  of  Trade  and 
Commerce ,  »“  That  if  a  Merchant  had 
“  crolfed  the  wide  Sea  three  Times,  he 

“  fhould 
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“  fhould  be  honoured  with  the  Title  of 
'Thane,  {Baron)  and  admitted  to  all  the 
ct  Privileges  of  that  Order.”  And  ever 
“  fmce,  by  Cuftom,  Merchants  of  a  diftin- 
guilhed  Character  in  Commerce  have  been 
honoured  with  the  Title  of  Knights ;  for , 
when  he  becomes  a  Peer  of  the  Land,  he 
leaves  off  Trade ;  yet  King  James  II. 
when  Duke  of  Tork ,  was  the  greateft 

Merchant  in  England,  and  was  proud  of 

/ 

the  Title;  the  Duke  of  Chandos  enlifted 
himfelf  a  Merchant,  and  his  Majefty  of 
Great  Britain  honours  the  trading  Com¬ 
panies  by  being  their  Governor.  I  have 
had  the  Honour,  which  I  do  reckon  a 
very  great  one  to  me,  to  be  called  a  Mer¬ 
chant  in  Bills  in  Chancery,  and  other  Af¬ 
fairs  in  Law.  I  know  nothing  that  enti¬ 
tled  me  to  that  Honour,  more  than  having 
palled  the  * wide  Seas  oftner  than  three 
times,  and  much  wider  Seas  than  the 
Saxons  ever  knew  of  in  thofe  Days ;  and 
I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  I  have  feen 
more  Bufmefs  in  Commerce  negociated  in 
thirty  Days ,  at  the  Fair  at  Porto-bello ,  than 

all 
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all  the  Pedlars  in  Jamaica  tranfad  in 
thirty  Tears ,  with  much  more  Exadnefs, 
and  much  lefs  Buftle  about  it.  And  in¬ 
deed  I  do  reckon  it  an  Advantage  to  Bri¬ 
tain,  that  in  other  Countries  they  have 
not  the  Regard  and  Refped  due  to  Mer¬ 
chants  •,  they  are  Icarcely  reckoned  in  the 
Station  of  Gentlemen-,  every  Thing  in 
common  is  called  Merchant,  in  France 
the  Fellow  who  fetches  the  Water  for 
your  Houfe  is  called  Marchand  dc  L’eau. 

What  they  call  Merchants  in  Ja- 
.  maica,  I  take  to  be  a  Burlefque,  a  fyno- 
nimous  Term  for  Pedlars :  Protefted  Bills 
and  Orders ;  Bills  and  Orders  acceptedj 

and  refufed  Payment  s  fhuffiing  off  from 
Day  to  Day,  from  Month  to  Month, 
even  to  Years  ;  evading  the  Execution  of 
the  Law  by  fham  Bills  of  Exceptions, 
Intereft,  Trick,  Chicane,  &c.  are  com¬ 
mon  amongft  them ;  even  amongft  their 
tip-top  of  what  they  call  their  Mer¬ 
chants  ;  the  twentieth  Part  of  which  Ma¬ 
nagement  would  fink  the  Credit  imme¬ 
diately,  and  irretrievably  ruin  the  very 

bell 
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hett  Merchant  on  the  Exchange  of  London  : 
Yci  they  have  gone  on  in  this  Manner 
for  a  Courie  ot  Years,  without  either 
Shame,  01  lofs  of  Credit,  till  the  greater 
Itave  eat  up,  and  deftroyed  the  leffer-,  he 
»hat  gets  the  mold  Money  is  the  held  Man. 
f-  iignifes  not  a  Farthing  howr  he  has  ac~ 
qnired  it;  his  Riches  infures  him  a  Pro¬ 
tection;  and  as  they  enereafe  in  Riches , 
fo  they  do  in  Opprcjjisn ,  and,  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  their  Riches,  are  fupported  in  that 
Opprejjion  by  Authority ;  which  I  have 

'  *  *  9  ~ 

feverely  felt  to  my  fatal  Experience  from 
one  of  their  Grandees. 


.  I  sad  Dealings  for  a  great  many  Years 
with  one  Mannings  who  was  a  young 
Man  that  wrote  in  Mr.  Pr  after' sCompt- 
Ing-houfe,  (Agent  for  the  Honourable 
South- fea  Company)  his  Relation,  and  he 
was  the  only  Correfpondent  that  I  had  in 
yauuuca ,  during  the  whole  Time  I  was  in 
the  Spanijh  Wejl-Indies ,  in  the  Service  of 


the  Honourable  South- fe a  Company :  So 
there  was  an  Account  current  betwixt  us, 
for  a  considerable  Value,  fourteen  Years 

fl  anding 
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{landing  and  upwards.  I  had  prefled  him 
from  time  to  time,  I  may  fay,  a  thou  food 
times,  to  fettle  Accounts,  which  he  al“ 
ways  fliuffled  off",  and  chicaned  juft  like 
the  reft  of  them  ;  but  I  was  fool  enough, 
at  that  Time  to  take  him  for  an  hone  ft 
Man,  and  my  Friend,  till  he  became  a 
great  Man,  and  then  he  difcovered  him  - 
felf  openly,  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  come 
to  any  Account  at  all,  pofitiveiy  telling 
me,  he  would  refer  it  to  no-body,  and 
put  me  to  Defiance. 

S  o  the  grand  Stroke  againft  me,  the 
Coup  de  Grace,  was  referved  for  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  to  put  in  Execution :  An  Attempt 
to  aflaffinate  Life,  Character,  and  Fortune 
at  once;  for  no  other  Crime,  that  I  know 
of,  than  having  the  Impudence  to  pre- 
fume  to  call  to  account,  and  fue  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  fuch  Importance  in  Jamaica,  for 
what  he  was  juftly  and  fairly  indebted  5 
for  by  this  time  he  was  become  a  very 
great  Man  indeed.  ! 

•  '  '  i  *  **  *  ...  g  J 

V  •*  -  *  *.  '  -  •  * 

Mr.  Pratter  died  verv  rich,  and  this 

Manning 


—————— 
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Manning  was  his  foie  Jamaica-executbf ^ 
and  Adminiftrator,  Cujios  Rotulorum  for 
King  ft  on,  an  AJ]embly-man,  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  &c.  &c. 
when  I  attacked  him,  and  got  a  Verdidt 
for  1600/.  Value  in  Goods,  the  Delivery 
and  Receipt  proved,  and  never  accounted 
for. 

t 

Now  he  was  hooked,  and,  to  contrive 
how  to  get  his  Head  out  of  the  Collar  was 
his  Bufinefs.  Accordingly,  before  Judg¬ 
ment  paffed  on  this  Verdidt  for  the  Plain¬ 
tiff,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Fenny ,  of 
Counfel  for  the  Defendant,  the  great  Man¬ 
ning,  moved  for  a  Bill  of  Exceptions  to 
be  entered ;  either  thro’  Ignorance  or 
worfe,  to  impofe  on  the  Court. 

The  Honourable  Bench  afk’d  Mr.  At¬ 
torney,  “  What  he  excepted  againft  in  his 
‘c  Bill  of  Exceptions  ?  And  why  he  did  not 
“  draw  it  up,  a  plain  Adhon  to  account, 
<c  one  Merchant  with  another,  for  Goods 
<£  received,  and  not  accounted  for?” 


* 
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Mr.  Attorney  anfwered,  “  That  he  ex- 
*  ceptedagainft  the  whole, all, everyThing,” 
without  naming  any  thing  in  particular  » 
and  accordingly  figned  in  Court,  without 
drawing  up  any  Bill)  and  without  my 
CounfePs  confenting,  orfigning:  Thus  be 
excepted  again  ft  every  thing  !  * 

Ridiculous  Nonfenfe! 

A  Burlefque  oft  all  Law  ! 

*  * 

More  properly  a  Bull  of  Indulgence,  for 
the  Honourable  Edward  Manning,  Efe? 
However,  the  Bait  took,  and  the  Cbiej 
fuflice  was  hooked,  for  he  figned  alfo  to 
the  Bid  of  Exceptions ,  tho’  not  in  Court  j 
I  verily  believe  more  thro’  Ignorance,  than 
any  thing  worfe,  for  he  himfelf  told  me 
afterwards,  that  he  Was  fenfible  he  had 
done  a  wrong  Thing,  and  was  forry  for 
it :  But,  Linker-like ,  in  mending  one  Hole, 
he  made  two ;  as  Will  appear  by  the  Con- 
fequences:  For  it  appeared  to  me,  that 

neither  the  Honourable  Bench,  nor  Bar, 

* 

feemed  to  know  what  a  Bill  oj  Excepti¬ 
ons  was,  nor  how  to  draw  up  one;  atleaft 

-•  •  .  the? 

* 

*  See  AppENOiy.  Numb.  V, 
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they  did  not  do  it ;  but  only  mentioned  it 
by  the  Attorney  General ,  to  ferve  as  a 
Clog  to  farther  Proceedings.  Whatever 
were  their  Reafons  I  (hall  not  particularly 
fay,  though  the  Effe&s  proved  fatal  to  me, 
and  I  clearly  perceived  how  the  Game  was 
a  going,  to  clear  Manning  of  his  Debt  was 
the  main  Defign. 

t  t  1 

\  , 

I  f  a  Merchant  in  London ,  or  any  where 
elfe  in  Europe,  was  to  propofe  a  Bill  of 
Exceptions  to  be  made  to  a  plain  Action  of 
Account ,  one  Merchant  with  another, 
his  Credit  would  be  intirely  ruined,  he 
durft  not  drew  his  Face  on  the  Exchange , 
and  it  would  be  difgracefully  look’d  upon 
by  all  Merchants  as  a  notorious  Fraud. 

I 

In  the  mean  time  I  mull  acknowledge, 
that  my  Antagonift  gave  me  fair  Warning 
before-hand :  “  Go  on,  faid  he,  with  your 
“  Law-fuits:  I’ll  Ihew  you,  that  1  will 
“  make  an  Example  of  you  1  I  don’t 
<£  care  what  Money  I  lpend,  fo  that  I  can 
“  expofe  you  at  any  Rate,  or  Expence  ! 

<c  I’ll  refer  it  to  no-body.”  This  En¬ 
counter 
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counter  happened  at  the  Attorney  General’s 
Houfe  ;  and  I  appeal  to  the  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral’s  Honour,  it  he  has  the  lead  Spark 
of  it  in  his  whole  Body,  if  thefe  Words, 
or  to  this  Purpofe,  were  not  faid  in  his 
Pretence,  which  will  appear  by  the  Se¬ 
quel  to  be  Malice  propenfe,  and  invete¬ 
rate  Revenge. 

I  own  my  old  Blood  was  up  at  him  ; 
(I  with  from  my  Soul  that  I  had  taken 
the  fhorteft  Way  of  the  DiJ} enters  with 
him)  but  Baldwyn' s  Cafe,  before-men¬ 
tioned,  tiruck  into  my  Mind,  and  ltared 
me  in  the  Face  :  Death  itfelf  would  have 
been  more  welcome,  than  the  villainous 
Treatment  I  met  with ;  but  I  then  thought 
it  was  impoffible  to  expofe  me  in  a  Coun¬ 
try  of  Liberty  and  Property,  where  Ju- 
Jlice  at  leaft  ought  to  be  equally  admini- 
flred  to  all  free-born  Subjects,  the  poor 
as  well  as  the  rich,  in  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty’s  Dominions,  under  a  Britijh  Contli- 
tution  and  Government. 

But,  alas!  though  I  was  no  Stranger 

Y  to 


— - - - — ■ — 

'hr';/:- 


gii  Dr.  HoustounV  Me  mot  rs 

to  Jamaica,  and  the  Cuftoms  thereof,  I 
had  forgot  my  old  Afiertion,  Money  ab~ 
folute  Lord  oj  Jamaica  !  but,  confcious 
of  my  own  Innocence,  being  guiltlefs  in 
all  refpeCts  towards  him,  fair  in  all  my 
Proceedings,  and  juft  in  my  Accounts 
with  him,  I  went  boldly  on  to  afk  for 
Juftice,  when  I  very  foon  felt  the  EfteCts 
of  his  Power  and  Authority,  and  his  Me¬ 
naces  verified  and  executed  by  his  faft 
Friend  at  Command  j  the  Force  of  what 
ought  to  have  damned  him. 

With  the  Afilftance  of  his  Privy- 
counfellor,  and  his  Attorney’s  Clerk,  they 
trumped  up  a  Bill  of  Indictment  for  Per¬ 
jury  againft  me ;  the  Crime  in  the  whole 
Catalogue  of  Sins  that  I  have  had  the 
greateft  Averfion  and  Abhorrence  to;  for, 
of  all  Crimes  I  reckon  it  the  moft  low-life, 
fcoundrel  Villany,  even  to  tell  a  Lye, 
and  to  take  God  Almighty  to  witnefs  it 
muft  be  infinitely  worfe  ;  yet  this  was  the 
Method  our  Cujlos  and  his  Counfellor  took 
to  accomplifti  their  Deligns  of  bringing 

this 
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this  Accufation  of  Perjury ,  to  fink  this 
Debt  into  my  intire  Ruin. 

A  monstrous  Piece  of  Villany !  the 
moil  (hocking,  cruel  Misfortune  that  ever 
happened  to  me,  and  impoffible  to  be 
forefeen ;  and  I  am  fure  the  lead  expedted 
and  deferved !  for  I  don’t  at  all  doubt  for 
one  hundred  more,  enforced  by  the 
Strength  of  Mr.  Attorney  General’s,  Rheto- 
rick,  they  would  have  found  the  fame 
Bill  for  Sodomy ,  and  brought  it  within 
what  Statute  they  pleafed. 

All  Ballad-makers ,  have  fome  Device 
at  top,  as  the  Image  of  a  Man ,  or  a 
Beaft ,  or  whatever  elfe  they  pleafej  fo  my 
Jndidtment  had  its  Device  at  top  like- 
wife  ; 


Houstou  Np 

adv.  V  Declaration. 


Manning,  j 

The  Jurors  find  the  Defendant  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  Plaintiff  1600/.  Value 
in  Goods,  with  Cods. 


Y  2 


Judg- 
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‘ 'judgment ,  quod  computat •„ 
and  referred  to 

Pat.  Adam, 

Sam.  pfohnjlon, 

Walrond  Fearon. 

These  i  600  /.  were  my  original  Crime, 
and  this  Commiffion  from  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  was  the  Rock  on 
which  I  was  to  be  wrecked :  However, 
I  attended  this  Commiffion,  having  drawn 
up  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commiffioners, 
and  gave  them,  in  Obedience  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Court’s  Orders,  on  Affidavit,  as 
follows : 

Facts, 

I.  The  Commiffioners,  in  Obedience  to 
•their  Commiffion  from  the  honourable 
Court  of  fupreme  Judicature,  met  at 
the  Houfe  of  Laurence  Brodbelt ,  Ta¬ 
vern-keeper,  in  King flon,  Dec.  7,  1745, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  Bulxnefs. 

w 

II.  They  adjourned  to  the  1  oth  of  the 
aforefaid  Month,  at  the  Requeft  of  the 
Defendant,  the  honourable  Edward 
Manning ,  Efq; 


III.  They 
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Hi.  They  met  on  the  10th  of  theafore- 
faid  Month,  according  to  Appointment, 
when  they  refufed  the  Commiffion, 

1 V.  Th  e  Attorney’s  Clerk,  (one  Graham ) 
who  laid  he  appeared  there  on  account 
of  the  Defendant,  told  the  Commiffio- 
ners,  “  That  the  chief  Juflice  had  no 
Power  or  Authority  to  grant  a  Comm  iff 
fion  returnable  in  fo  Ihort  a  Date  as  that 
was. 

So  help  me  God. 

Ja.  Hou.stoun.* 

This  Commiffion  was  only  for  Audi ■* 
tors  of  Accounts,  to  audit  all  Accounts, 
Papers,  Bills  of  Loading,  Receipts,  &c. 
and  to  make  a  proper  Report  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Court. 

* 

But  by  this  time  I  was  fufficiently 
apprized  how  Matters  were  a  going,  with 
their  different  Machinations,  and  defigned 
Affaffinations  j  for  they  had  got  this  At¬ 
torney’s  Clerk,  whom  they  made  ufe  of 

Y  3  as 

*  See  the  Appendix,.  Numbt  VI.  and  VII. 
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as  a  proper  Tool,  to  fwear  to  the  Indict¬ 
ment  and  other  Affidavits,  confiding  of 
divers  Sheets  of  Paper,  full  of  flat  Contra¬ 
dictions  :  For  he  makes  Oath,  “  That  he 
“  did  not  fay,  that  the  chief  Juflice  had 
“  no  Power  or  Authority  to  give  a  Com- 
“  miffion  returnable  in  fo  fliort  a  Date  as 
<c  that  was Yet,  at  the  fame  Time  he 
pofltively  fwears,  “  That  he  faid,  the  faid 
“  CommiJJion  was  irregular,  and  he  would 
“  petition  the  grand  Court  for  a  new  Com- 
“  miffion.”  Whether  thefe  are  not  fy- 
nonymous  Terms,  exprcifing  the  fame 
Fadt,  I  leave  the  whole  World  to  judge? 
Whereas  I  kept  only  to  Matters  of  Fadt 
in  my  Affidavit,  which  were  agreed  to, 
and  granted  on  all  fides,  even  by  Graham 
and  the  Commiffioners  themfelves.  They 
infilled  on  the  Fadts,  yet  did  not  hear  the 
very  Words  j  monjlrous  Quibble!  Facts  I 
expreffed  and  not  Words.  Graham ,  no 
doubt,  had  his  Inftrudtions,  and  they 
were  refolved  to  Ihuffle  this  Commiffion 
off,  and  make  a  Handle  of  it  to  my  Ruin  : 
For  this  Attorney’s  Cierk  told  the  Com¬ 
miffioners,  “  There  could  be  no  Bulinefs 

“  done 
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“  done  at  their  Meeting,  becaufe  Mr. 
cc  Morfe  was  not  in  Town,  and  Mr.  Man- 
“  ning  was  not  ready”.  This  Morfe  was  a 
petty-fogging,  tricking  Attorney  himfelf, 
now  turned  Counfellor  at  Law,  and  Pri- 
vy-counfellor  to  the  great  Mr.  Manning  ; 
and  Graham  was  his  Clerk. 

t  -  >  w  ■#»  , 

These,  with  Mr.  Attorney  General , 
and  the  Cujlos  behind  the  Scene,  were  the 
Dramatis  Perfonce  of  the  Confpiracy ,  and 
they  were  pofitively  refolved  to  annul  this 
Commiffion  at  all  Hazards ;  for  whenever 
they  found  the  Chief  Ju/lice  was  refolved 
to  fupport  his  own  Commiffion,  figned  in 
Court  with  the  Confent  and  Advice  of  the 
then  Affiftant  Judges,  he  was  contemptu- 
oufly  turned  out  of  his  Office,  with  his 
Commiffion  along  with  him,  and  one  of 
his  Affiftants  had  been  turned  out  before¬ 
hand  ;  a  jiubborn  Stick!  and  mod;  of  the 
the  reft  of  them,  if  I  remember  right, 
laid  down  their  Commiffions,  rather  than 
chufe  to  be  rode  by  an  Attorney ,  to  make 
room  for  others  more  pliable  to  their  Pur- 
pofes.  And  they  iffiued  out  anothei- 

Y  4  Com- 
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Commiffion  of  their  own  forming,  as 
much  a  Commiffion  for  a  Captain  of  Dra¬ 
goons,  as  to  audit  and  report  Accounts,  be- 
caufe  it  was  the  fame  as  to  leave  it  to 
them,  whether  my  Horfe  is  yours  or 
mine, 

I T  was  Mr.  Attorney  General’s  Piea- 
fure  ;  on  which  depended  the  Lives  and 
Fortunes  of  his  Britannuk  Majesty’s  Sub- 
jedts  in  Jamaica ,  juft  as  they  fell  under 
his  periodical  Fits  or  lucid  Intervals. 

o  % 

•  i  -  »'  *'  '  '  *  if*  *  1  *  *  •  «  j  * 

I  hope  his  Honour,  the  Chief  Jufice , 
will  do  me  the  Juftice  to  acknowledge, 
that  J  prognosticated  his  Fate  !  One  Day, 
when  I  was  complaining  of  my  hard  Fate, 
and  Injustice  done  me  by  Mr.  Manning’ s 
opprefive  Power,  he  told  me  with  feme 
Indignation,  “  That  he  would  fee  Juflice 
“  done  me  againft  the  greateft  Man  in 
“  Jamaica."  I  anfwered  fubmiffively, 
“  That,  if  they  thought  you  would,  or 
“  could  do  me  Juftice,  againft  the  great 
“  Manning ,  you  would  not  be  long  Chief 
JuJlice,"  I  with  he  had  been  as  able, 

,  as 


* 
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as  I  really  believe  he  was  willing  to  do 
me  Juftice,  at  leaft  to  fave  me  from  fuch 
tyrannic  Opprejjion :  But  I  muft  own  he 
was  as  lit  to  be  a  Cardinal  as  a  Chief  Ju¬ 
ftice.  It  is  true,  that  it  was  Hobfon' s 
Choice,  for  his  Predeceffor,  the  only  Per- 
fon  in  Jamaica  that  I  had  the  Honour  of 
knowing  equal  to  fuch  a  great  and  weighty 
Office,  would  ferve  no  longer,  for  Rea- 
fons  beft  known  to  himfelf;  (perhaps  he 
knew  too  much  for  them,  but  this  Charge 
is  left  for  himfelf  to  anlwer)  and  his 
Succeflor  knew  lefs  Law  than  he,  but  a 
better-natured  Man,  and  more  pliable  to 
their  Purpofes. 

But  if  this  CommiJJion  was  legal  and 
returnable  in  the  limited  Time,  as  ligned 
by  the  Chief  Juftice  with  the  unanimous 
Confent  of  the  Affiftant  Judges  in  Court, 
why  did  they  not  proceed  upon  it  ?  No  : 
They  muft  have  a  new  Commiffion  of 
their  own  forming,  modelled,  no  doubt, 
to  the  Pleafure  of  the  great  Man ,  De¬ 
fendant:  So  thefe  Commiffioners  made 
their  Return  accordingly,  as  I  was  in¬ 
formed  ;  for  I  never  faw  it,  nor  went 


near 
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ncn.i  them  again,  for  fear  of  a  new  In- 
didfment  for  Sodomy ,  or  any  other  Crime 
they  p leafed  to  devife  j  but  I  was  told 
their  Return  was. 

Net  hi  tig  due  by  the  Defendant  to  the 

Plaintiff \ 

-  *  «  t  • 

ex  prefly  contrary  to  the  Verditf:  of  the 
Jury,  as  aforefaid.  Theyfhould  now  have 
called  again  for  old  Merewetber,  (Man¬ 
ning’s  Partner)  to  prove,  That  this  was 
Itkewife  the  Cujlom  of  Merchants  in  Ja¬ 
maica  :  But  alas  !  he  was  dead  j  yet,  it 
fee  ms,  he  has  left  forae  of  his  Cuftoms  in 
Legacy  to  his  Partner. 

Was  ever  fuch  a  bare-faced  Impo- 
fition  heard  of  in  a  free  trading  Country  ? 
Goods  delivered  and  received,  but  no  Ac¬ 
count  given  thereof,  nor  any  Thing  made 
due  upon  that  Account :  So  I  am  to  be 
dragooned  out  of  my  Property  by  Major 
Vis ,  in  a  Country  where  Liberty  and  Pro¬ 
perty  arc  faid  to  refide  under  his  Britan- 
trick  Majcfly,  by  the  Sanction  of  Law. 
Can  Judg  es  give  a  Commiflion  to  any  Per- 

fon 
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lbn  or  Perfons,  to  take  away,  or  keep  my 
Property,  without  giving  any  Account  at 
all  of  it  ?  That  celebrated  Author,  the 
Right  Honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Addi¬ 
son,  fays,  “  When  Judges  are  capable 
“  of  being  influenced  by  any  Thing  but 
«  Law,  or  a  Caufe  may  be  recommended 
«  by  any  Thing  that  is  foreign  to  its  own 
“  Merits,  we  may  venture  to  pronounce, 

«  that  fuch  a  Nation  is  haftening  to  its 

«  own  Ruin.” 

All  that  I  have  got  for  my  Money  at 
prefent  is  an  Entry  in  my  Journal. 

To  Profit  and  Lofs. 

Robbed  by  the  difhonourable  E.  M. 
Efq;  and  his  Acceflories,  P.  A.  S.  fi 
and  JV.  F.  of  Goods  delivered  to  the.  Va¬ 
lue  of  1600  /. 

Witnefles  to  the  Robbery  twelve  Jury¬ 
men,  good  and  true,  upon  an  Appeal  to 
his  Britannick  Majefty  in  Council,  Ja¬ 
maica ,  1746. 

So  I  was  robbed  by  the  Cufios ,  and 

came  upon  the  County,  who  made  up  a 

Purfe, 
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Purfe,  as  they  called  it,  for  me  }  which 
I  thankfully  accepted,  and  make  this  pub- 
lick  and  grateful  Acknowledgment  for  the 
Favour  to  tjie  Community  in  general,  and 
particularly  to  the  Collectors  George  Gal¬ 
braith  and  Thomas  Bontein ,  Efquires,  Aids 
de  Camp  to  the  honourable  Brigadier  Ge¬ 
neral  Price,  Prime  Minifter  of  State,  flrft 
of  the  Wittena-Gemot,  Brother  Cujlos,  and 
Judge,  with  the  great  Manning,  and  in¬ 
deed  was  a  greater  Man,  if  poflible,  than 
this  great  Manning  himfelf,  but  flood 
more  in  need  of  a  Ready-penny ,  who  flip- 
plied  them  both  with  Furniture  for  their 
upper  Chambers,  at  an  advanced  Price . 
From  this  Quarter,  I  imagine,  the  Favour 
came,  otherwife,  I  do  fuppofe,  none  elfe 
durft  prefume  to  fliew  me  the  leaft  Favour 
or  Countenance,  under  the  Penalty  of  their 
Dilpleafure.  But  how  trifling  ioever  it 
may  ieem  to  be,  it  was  of  ten  times  more 
Service  to  me  than  the  Value,  at  a  Time 
when,  out  of  2200  /.  juftly  and  fairly 
owing  to  me  in  that  Ifland  upon  Record, 

I  could  not  raife  22  Pence  to  lave  my  Soul 
and  Body  from  perifhing  for  Want ;  nay, 

even 
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even  the  Chancellor’s  final  Decree  and  Or¬ 
der  in  my  Favour  was  evaded,  baffled, 
and  refufed  :  In  fflort,  all  W rits  in  my 
Favour  were  of  no  E  if  eft,  and  thofe  a- 
gainft  me  took  Place,  and  were  enforced  : 
Our  Cujlos  and  his  Gounfellor  pu filed 
their  Refentment  to  fuch  a  Height,  and 
drove  Affairs  to  that  Extremity,  to  per- 
fecute  me  at  any  Rate,  that  I  was  daily  ex- 
peftingtohavemyLife  fwornaway  by  falfe 
Witnefies :  And  though  I  don’t  fufpeft 
the  Cujlos  to  be  capable  of  fuch  grofs  Vil- 
lany,  yet  I  am  well  affured  his  Counfellor 
is  capable  of  being  guilty  of  any  Roguery, 
even  of  the  blackeft  Dye,  that  his  Inven¬ 
tion  can  contrive  or  reach :  And  Paffions, 
feduced  by  evil  Counfel,  may  blindly  give 
way  to  Refentment  againft  thofe  who  have 
it  in  their  Power  to  deftroy  themfelves : 
For  he  well  knew  that  it  was  in  my  Power 

to  h - g  him  for  a  T - r  to  his  King 

and  Country,  if  I  would  turn  Informer , 
which  I  would  not  do  for  his  Eftate,  nor 
the  whole  Ifland  of  'Jamaica .* 

'  -  f  ^  . 

•  For 

«  J  See  Appendix,  Numb,  II, 
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For  no  Treatment,  how  bad  foever 
it  may  be,  fhall  ever  provoke  me  to  do, 
what  in  my  own  Way  of  thinking  is  not 
ftridtly  confident  with  what  I  call  Honour 
and  Hone  fly  :  I  dare  not  do  it  for  my  own 
Sake,  without  any  Regard  to  others:  I 
own  that  I  have  done  feveral  Things 
in  the  Courfe  of  my  Life  inconfiftent 
with  my  own  Way  ot  thinking,  but  it 
was  Necejjity,  not  I ;  which  I  hope  Ihall 
be  rectified  in  the  remaining  Part  of  my 
Time.  ?  « 

But  even  all  this  did  not  fatisfy  them, 
they  were  refolved  to  aflaflinate  Life,  Cha¬ 
racter,  and  Fortune  at  once  ;  and  go  on 
with  the  Profecution  for  Perjury  againft 
me ;  and  I  was  refolved  to  Hand  it  at  all 
Hazards,  being  confcious  of  my  own  In¬ 
nocence,  that  I  might  find  an  Opportunity 
of  exculpating  myfelf,  which,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  will  appear  to  the  whole  World 
to  be  a  falfe  and  malicious  Profecution ; 
and,  after  the  Cudom  of  the  Holy  (I  mean 
* villainous )  'Tribunal  of  Inquijition ,  I  was 

abfolutely  denied  a  Copy  of  my  Indict¬ 
ment, 
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ment,  or  a  Sight  of  the  Depofitions  a- 
gainft  me ;  fo  I  could  not  tell,  or  fo  much 
as  guels,  what  I  might  be  indidted  for ; 
it  might  have  been  for  Sodomy,  as  well  as 
Perjury,  for  I  am  fure  I  was  as  much 
guilty  of  the  one  as  of  the  other.  The 
Attorney’s  Clerk,  who  fwore  thro’  thick 
.and  thin  for  all,  offered  for  50  /.  not  to 
profecute  at  all.  I  told  him,  with  great 
Scorn  and  Indignation,  that  I  would  not 
give  him  fifty  Pence ;  and  that  he  muff 
be  a  very  great  Villain  to  make  the  Offer : 
I  depended  intirely,  and  I  thought  fafely, 
on  my  own  Innocence,  and  a  Britijh 
Conftitution  •,  but  l  had  forgot  where  I 
was. 


W  hen  the  Chief  Jufhce  was  giving 
the  Charge  to  the  Jury  he  faid,  “  Tho* 
‘‘  he  was  of  Opinion,  that  the  Fads  re- 
“  lated,  and  agreed  on  by  all  Parties,  were 
“  fynonymous  Terms,  in  different  Words. 
‘‘  and  could  not  amount  to  the  Charge 
yet  three  of  the  Judges  declared  their 
Opinion,  Guilty }  which  over-awed  the 
Jury,  and  over-ruled  an  Arrejl  of  Judgment, 


\ 
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T  H  u  s  I  fell  a  Sacrifice  !  “  Now,  fay 
“  They,  the  Judges  are  all  very  honeft 
“  Men,  tho’  they  were  not  bred  up  to 
“  the  Law:”  Ay,  to  be  fure,  they  are 
all  honeft  Men;  fo  is  Judge  Manning 
too ! 

I 

9  m  »  r  •  <  % 

Es  Hombre  de  Bien  pcro  no  parefce  mi 
Capa. 

What  Satisfaction  is  it  to  me,  whe¬ 
ther  I  fuffer  thro’  Roguery  or  Ignorance ,  if 
I  do  fuffer  unjuftly  and  wrongfully  ?  And 
it  is  certain,  that  I  have,fuffered  for  a 
Crime,  which,  as  muft  evidently  appear 
to  the  whole  World,  I  was  not  guilty  of; 
and  I  have  felt,  to  my  fatal  Experience, 
that  I  have  been  facrificed  as  a  Burnt-of¬ 
fering  to  ’Squire  Manning  and  his  Coun- 
fellor’s  Threats  and  Refentment :  For  an 
Affidavit  to  a  Matter  of  Fadt,  which 
ftands  upon  Record  to  be  fo,  muft  be  fo, 
and  cannot  pollibly  be  otherwife,  as  clear 
as  any  Demonftration  in  Euclid. 

I  f  I  wa3  reduced  to  an  abfolute  Ne- 
ceflity,  under  an  abfolute  Government, 

tu 
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to  fubmit,  I  fhould  rather  chufe  to  fubje<ft 
myielf  to  a  Rogue  of  Senfe,  than  a  Fool  at 
any  rate  : — Blit  both  is  the  Demi  1 

Nowj  methinks,  I  hear  an  old  Druid, 

fitting  at  a  Corner,  fay,  They  fay — and 

They  do  fo  and  fo  .  Who  are  They  ? — • 
_ Mine  A-r-e  in  a  B-nd  B-x.  What ! 

more  Wheels  within  Wheels  ?  But  let  the 
Druid  go  on  to  teach  and  preach  in  his 
own  Way,  without  controul. 

Qui  docet  IndoBos,  licet  IndoBiJfmm  ejjet, 
Ipfe  brevi  reliquis  doBior  ejfe  queat. 

I  have  known  the  Foreman  of  a  Ja¬ 
maica  Jury,  and  a  Grandee  too,  fubfcribe 
his  Name  to  a  Bill  of  Indiftment  before 
the  Grand  Jury  *******  cum  Sotius , 
englilhed,  Come  Sots. 

I  h  a  d  no  Obje&ion,  it  was  rather  my 
Defire,  to  find  the  Bill,  in  the  Grand  Jury 
again  ft  me,  Billa  -oera ,  that  I  might  find 
an  Opportunity  of  exculpating  myfelf  from 
any  Guilt  of  the  Acculation,  which  muft 
then  have  retorted  on  the  Accufers. 


Z 
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But  my  Foreman  of  the  petty  Jury 
was  a  Man  of  more  Learning,  and  could 
read,  and  fpell  his  Name,  Cum  Sociis  $ 
tho’  he  was  only  a  poor  Irijh  Hackney- 
coach-man,  who  let  out  Hackney-coaches 
and  Horfes  by  the  Day,  or  a  longer  Time* 
as  agreed  on,  and  always  fecured  his  Hire 
before-hand,  and  the  highelf  Bidder  was 
fure  to  ride  the  Horfe ;  fo  I  had  no  Chance 
for  the  Horfe,  I  mull  be  jockey'd, 

M  r.  Attorney  General  infilled  only  on 
that  Point  in  my  Affidavit,  “  That  Gra- 
“  ham,  the  Attorney’s  Clerk,  told  the  Com- 
“  miff  oners.  That  the  chief  JuJlice  had  no 
“  Power  or  Authority,  to  give  a  Com- 
“  million  returnable  in  fo  Ihort  a  Date  as 
“  that  was,” 

L-. 

When  the  faid  Graham  i wore  again  it 
was  only  to  a  Negative,  ‘That  he  J'aid  no 
fuch  thing.  At  the  fame  time  he  con- 
fclfes,  “  That  he  faid,  The  Commffon  was 
a  irregular,  and  h§  would  ■petition  toe 
et  grand  Court  for  a  new  one.” 


The 
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The  Cominiffioners  like  wife  faid,  Fhey 
did  not  hear  the fe  Words  :  But  all  agreed  to 
the  Fads^  the  Commiffiort  was  irregular* 
in  the  Return  at  fo  fhort  a  Date,  and  they 
mull  have  a  new  one.  My  Affidavit  is 
only  to  Fads,  which  are  unalterable. 

Horrible  Quibbles,  and  Contradic¬ 
tions,  for  a  Man’s  Life,  Charader  and 
Fortune  to  depend  on ! 

W  hen  my  Counfel  waS  pleading,, 
tc  That  my  Affidavit  was  only  relative  to 
“  Fads,  and  not  to  Words;”  (For  who 
can  exprefs  Fads  in  the  very  fame  identi¬ 
cal  Words  ?  Tho’  the  Fads  were  agreed 
on  by  all  Parties  and  Sides  to  be  the  fame 
in  fynonymons  Ferms  : )  Mr.  Foreman  with 
his  Sots,  (as  I  was  informed,  for  I  was  not 
allowed  to  be  prefent)  faid,  “  That  none 
*c  of  them  underftood  what  fynonymons 
“  was,  or  meant but  they  had  found  the 
Bill,  and  the  Bench  over-ruled  an  Arreft 
of  judgment ;  fo  that  I  was  denied  an 
Opportunity  of  clearing  myfelf:  And  the 
Evidence,  on  which  the  Bill  was  founded, 

rL  2  can 
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can  be  demonftrated  and  proved  falfe  and 
malicious,  as  clear  as  any  Demonftration 
in  Euclid ;  and  the  Accufation  groundlefs  • 
and  falfe. 

T  hus  was  I  cowardly  dabbed,  bar- 
baroufly  murdered,  and  cruelly  butchered; 
and  at  prefent  am,  with  the  Bleeding  of 
my  frefh  Wounds,  at  the  Point  of  Death; 
though  in  fome  fmall  Hopes  of  a  Refur- 
redlion.  The  Ancients  died,  rofe  again  in 
this  Life,  and  fought  Battles  !  Why  may 
I  not  rife  again  ? 

Some ,  raifed  aloft,  ce?ne  tumbling  down 
amain ; 

And  fall  Jo  hard,  they  boimd  and  rife 
again  ! 

D  u  R  i  n  g  the  whole  Time  of  my  Inter- 
didtment,  Indictment  and  Confinement, 
about  fix  Months  Time,  they  had  a  large 
Field  and  full  Scope  to  ruin  me  intirely, 
to  fink  my  Credit  irretrievably,  to  em¬ 
bezzle  my  Effects,  (and  other  People’s 
Goods  in  my  Hands  to  a  very  confiderable 
Value)  and  even  to  deny  me  Subfiftence- 

Money 


of  his  0<wn  Life-time.  341 

Money  from  my  own  Cafh  in  their  Hands; 
and  they  not  only  attempted  to  affaflinate 
Life,  Character,  and  Fortune  Abroad,  but 
to  murder  my  Character  and  Credit  at 
Home  ;  after  the  Cuftom  of  the  French 
Robbers,  murder  firjl ,  and  rob  afterwards! 
to  accomplifh  the  grand  Defign  of  clearing 
Mr.  Manning's  Debt,  which  they  did 
effectually,  and  funk  as  much  more  into 
it! 

But  if  I  fhould  chance  to  furvive  it  in 
Life,  I  do  flatter  myfelf  that  I  fhall  be 
able  to  vindicate  my  Character  to  the 
World  with  Honour  and  Integrity,  nor 
do  I  defire  Life  upon  any  other  Condi¬ 
tions,  and  make  it  ignominioufly  retort 
upon  themfelves  with  double  Force,  which 
fhall  be  enjoined  and  enforced  in  my  Laft 
Will  and  Teftament,  to  profecute  to  the 
very  laft  the  Murderers, 

And,  during  the  remaining  Time  I  was 
obliged  to  linger  in  Jamaica ,  I  took  upon 
me  the  Vows  of  an  Hermit ,  and  ftriCtly 
kept  up  to  the  Rules  of  the  Order ;  for 

Z  3  indeed 


J 


342  Dr.  HoustounV  Memoirs 

indeed  it  was  no  Punifhment  to  me,  ta 
be  baniflied  from  Company  in  Jamaica , 
becaufe  converfing  with  the  Inhabitants 
always  gave  me  more  Pain  than  Pleafure, 
and  indeed  the  whole  Ifland  was  a  Goal 
to  me  ;  for  here  I  can  truly  fay, 

Nunquam  minus  folus ,  quam  cum  folus. 

And,  after  the  firft  fevere  Pangs  and  Shocks 
of  the  Surprize  on  my  Commitment  were 
over,  being  intirely  confcious  of  my  own 
Innocence,  I  carried  a  found  Breaft.  a  fe- 
rene  and  calm  Mind,  with  the  greateft 
Patience  and  Refignation  during  the  whole 
Time  of  my  unjuft  Sufferings,  which  under 
my  Confinement  were  at  firft  very  barba¬ 
rous,  rather  worfe  than  thofe  in  the  In- 
quijition ,  except  Tortures;  (for,  had  1  not 
been  refcued  by  fome  of  the  Priloners 
they  had  murdered  me  diredlly,  which 
can  be  fufficiently  teftified  by  thofe  very 
People  who  refcued  me)  which  broke  the 
beft  Conftitution  that  perhaps  was  ever 
carried  about  in  fo  many  different  Coun¬ 
tries  in  the  Torrid  Zone,  for  almoft  thirty 
Years,  without  the  ieaft  Ailment. 
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The  greated  Difcontent  or  Anxiety, 
that  I  differed  in  my  own  Mind,  was  be¬ 
ing  fhunned  and  deferted  by  my  former 
Friends ,  who  acknowledged  their  being 
convinced  of  my  Innocence  of  the  Crime 
I  was  accufed  of;  yet,  thro’  Fear  and 
Dread  of  the  Great ,  who  generally  hang 
together  in  a  String  like  •wild  Geefe}  and 
to  attack  one  is  to  attack  all :  b  or  thus 
was  I  left  deftitute  of  Friends  to  druggie 
with  my  Misfortunes,  to  extricate  myfelf 
in  the  bed  manner  I  was  able ;  for  it  was 
reckoned  High  Treafon  to  entertain  me 
in  their  Houfes,  or  fhew  me  any  Counte¬ 
nance  or  Friendfhip ;  and  my  Enemies 
embraced  this  Opportunity  to  appear  with 
Malice  and  unjud  Reproaches, .  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  themfelves  with  my  Antagomd,  'and 

I  -  , 

follow  the  Run, 

I  was  to  be  chadized  and  humbled  at 
any  rate  ;  Down  with  him  was  the  Word ; 
We'll  humble  him:  And  my  Friends 
wanted  Refolution  enough  to  dop  the  Cur¬ 
rent,  which  might  have  been  eafily  done 

at  fird, 

Z  4  This 
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This  is  what  they  call  hunting  a  Man 
down  in  London ,  and  Men  of  much  more 
Honour  and  Integrity  than  I  pretend  to, 
e\  en  the  very  bed;  of  Men,  have  been 
hunted  down  to  ferve  vile,  mercenary  De- 
figns  j  but  in  the  whole  World,  among 
the  mod:  delpotic,  barbarous  Countries, 
there’s  not  to  be  found  an  Indance  of  fuch 
unjud,  cruel,  arbitrary  Proceedings,  (the 
Jnquifition  excepted)  executed  by  the  pre¬ 
tended  San&ion  of  the  Laws  of  a  free 
Country, 

The  Scots  abroad  are  very  remarkable, 
for  danding  by  their  Country-men  ;  tho' 
I  mud  own,  I  never  was  a  very  great 
Favourite  amongd  them  at  Jamaica  I 
always  was  of  a  different  Kidney  from 
them,  and  ufed  to  tell  them  roundly  of 
their  Midakcs,  which  made  them  more 
eafily  give  way  to  the  Current  againd  me; 
for  mod  of  all  the  Scots  that  I  knew  in 
Jamaica  were  Jacobites ,  which  made  the 
People  of  Jamaica  run  away  with  a  mi- 
daken  Notion,  that  all  the  Scots  are  in- 

m 

plinabje  that  Way,  whereas  nothing  can 

be 


§ 


*  . 
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be  more  falfe  ;  for  the  knowing  and  trad¬ 
ing  Part  of  Scotland ,  where  I  was  born 
and  bred  up  at  School,  have  very  juft  and 
true  Notions  of  the  Good  and  Intereft  of 
their  Country,  and  fo  fixt  in  their  Princi¬ 
ples,  that  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  for  thirty 
Miles  round,  there  could  not  be  thirty 
Jacobite s  found.  It  is  only  the  Scum  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  defperate  For¬ 
tunes,  of  po  Eftates  at  all,  and  the  Dregs 
of  the  Commonality,  as  idle  as  ignorant, 
who  engage  in  that  Caufe ;  with  the  High¬ 
land  Clans,  who  carry  along  with  them  a 
Parcel  of  ignorant,  uncivilized  People^ 
their  Vaffals,  who  know  no  other  Reafon 
than  blind  pa  [five  Obedience,  and  Non-re- 
[ijlance  to  the  Will  of  their  Superiors  and 
Mafters  •,  whom  I  ufed  to  compare  to  a 
Jamaica  Planter,  driving  his  Negro-Jlaves 
along  with  him  ;  as  evidently  appeared  by 
thofe  engaged  in  that  very  unnatural  Re¬ 
bellion  in  the  Year  1745,  of  all  thofe  en¬ 
gaged  fcarce  one  of  them  worth  hanging, 
except  the  Highland  Chiefs,  who  ought  tq 
be  extirpated  from  all  Society. 

During 
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During  my  moll  oppreffive  Diftreffes 

if" 

I  niet  one  whom  I  can  call  a  faft  Friend , 
and,  had  his  Abilities  been  equal  to  his 
Inclinations,  I  had  been  enabled  to  fur- 
mount  all  my  Difhefles,  and  overcome 
my  Enemies.  And,  what  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  I  brought  that  very  Perfon 
into  the  World,  by  delivering  his  Mo¬ 
ther  of  him,  when  in  hard  Labour ;  fo 
that,  by  faving  his  Life,  I  faved  my  own: 
Remarkable  Providence  f 

s KL  ».  7  <•  4 .Hi  / 

And  in  this  Solitude  I  found  a  verw 

*  »  - 

agreeable  Companion,  though  of  an  Afri-> 
can  Breed,  a  Creol  of  Jamaica ,  of  Negro 
Parents,  educated  in  England  j  for  he  had 
a  fuperior  Genius,  a  more  liberal  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  a  better  Underftanding  to  im¬ 
prove  it  i  which  entitled  him  to  keep  bet¬ 
ter  Company,  Men  of  Letters  in  England , 
than  any  of  the  Creols  that  ever  I  had 
the  Honour  of  knowing  in  Jamaica , 
which  evidently  demonftrates,  that  it  is 
not  Colour,  but  Genius  and  Education 
that  makes  the  Man. 

N  o- 
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Nothing  perhaps  is  more  beautiful 
in  the  moral  World,  than  that  Companion 
which  univerfally  prevails  in  every  honeft 
Heart,  when  they  fee  the  Innocent  and 
Helplefs  ftruggling  under  unmerited  Mis¬ 
fortunes,  and  borne  down,  by  the  Current 
of  Power,  under  a  Load  of  OppreJJion ,  and 
to  feel  that  Indignation  rife  which  never 
fails  to  inlpire  the  Virtuous  with  Courage 
and  Refolution  to  oppofe  OppreJJion ,  and 
bring  the  Authors  of  it  to  Reafon  and  Ju- 
dice  by  condign  Punifhment;  and,  vice 
versa ,  when  it  appears  contrary,  nothing 
pan  be  more  ugly  and  diabolical. 

''  .  ;  .  *  *  ,  r  i  >(•.•••  '  * 

„  ^  .  t  -t. 

I  remember,  when  I  lived  at  Carta¬ 
gena  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  I  was  credibly  in¬ 
formed  ;  that  one  of  the  bell  and  honed- 
ed  Men,  and  mod  fubdantial  Merchants 
there,  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  taken  up 
by  the  Inquifttion  ;  all  his  Friends  fliun- 
ned  and  deferted  him  in  this  Didrefs,  (for 
they  durlt  not  do  otherwife)  and,  after 
twenty  Years  Imprifonment,  with  all  liis 
EfFedts  embezzled,  he  was  cleared  and  de¬ 
clared  innocent,  and,  by  Order  of  the 
holy  JnquifttorSy  in  token  of  his  Inno- 

*•  cence. 
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cence,  he  was  allowed  the  Honour  of  ri- 
ding  all  over  the  Town  on  a  white  Horfe , 
as  a  fufficient  Satisfadtion  for  all  his  Suf¬ 
ferings  in  Perfon  and  Eftate. 

I  expected  and  accordingly  found  a 
white  Horfe  waiting  for  me  at  the  Court- 
houfe  Door,  on  the  appointed  Day,  but 
they  made  me  pay  io  /.  Hofie-hire,  and 
then  bid  me  ride  when,  and  where  I 
pleafed  j  which  fhall  be  as  foon  as  I  am  able 
to  ride  at  all,  to  His  Britannick  Majefty  in 
Council,  for  Redrefs  of  Grievances,  as  a 
free-born  Subject  of  Great  Britain ,  to 
plead  for  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of 
a  Brit  if  Subject  ;  for,  by  the  Laws  of 
Nature  and  Nations,  and  the  Laws  of  my 
Country  under  a  Britijh  Conftitution,  I 
am  fully  entitled  to  appeal  on  this  Affaf- 
filiation  Plot  to  the  King,  for  an  Attempt 
on  the  Life  of  a  Subjedt  j  to  the  legijlative 
Power ,  for  Violation  and  Breach  of  the 
National  Laws  and  Conftitution  ;  and  to 
the  Commons ,  for  a  Violation  and  Lofs 
of  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  a  Fellow 
Subjedt  of  Great  Britain :  For  it  is  the 
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joint  Concern  of  the  whole  united  Legif- 
lative  Power  of  Great  Britain. 

In  fhort,  I  would  much  rather  have 
chofen  a  Throw  at  Dice  for  Life  and  For¬ 
tune,  than  have  fubmitfed  to  the  Courts 
of  Judicature  in  'Jamaica  for  it;  and,  if 
againft  one  of  their  great  Men ,  there’s  no 
more  Chance  than  a  Moufe  has  with  a  Cat. 

<c  When  fuch  facred  Things  as  the 
“  Laws  are  not  only  touched,  but  guided 
“  by  profane  or  ignorant  Hands,  Men 
“  will  fear,  that  out  of  the  Tree  of  the 
“  Law,  from  whence  we  expert  Shade 
“  and  Shelter,  fuch  Workmen  will  make 
“  Cudgels  to  beat  us,  or  rather,  that  they 
“  will  turn  the  Cannon  upon  our  Pro- 
“  perties,  that  are  entrufted  with  them 
“  for  their  Defence.” 

Lord  Hai.  l  i  fax, 

•  -  r  «  , 

% 

Though  my  Body  was  confined,  it 
was  impofiible  for  them  to  confine  the 
Mind,  and  this  Confinement  gave  me  full 
Time  and  Opportunity  of  finifhing  my 
Memoirs  of  Jamaica,  which  otherwife 

might 


6 ‘7 


. . .  .  '  ' 

'  r>.  ,i*  // ; 


I 


356  Dr.  HousTOUiVi  Memoirs 

might  have  lain  dormant  for  ever  through 
my  Indolence  :  So  I  (hall  now  give  a  few 
more  ftrong  Examples  amongft  Hundreds 
that  I  could  call  to  mind  :  One  very 
ftrong  of  the  Grand  Seignior  himfelf  of 
the  Country  of  'Jamaica,  who  governed 
and  fwayed  the  whole  Country  round 
him  with  a  tyrannick  Power,  at  the  fame 
time  he  was  a  good-natur’d  Man  enough, 
and  very  hofpitable  to  all  thofe  who 
would  fubmit  implicitely  and  cringe  fub- 
iniffively  to  his  Will  and  Pleafure :  But, 
Creol-like ,  he  would  bear  no  Controul  or 
Contradiction  ;  for  he  would  put  his  Fel¬ 
low  Creatures  upon  the  Footing  of  his 
Slaves,  and  always  chaftifed  them,  when 
provoked,  with  a  cruel  Hand;  nay,  tofuch 
a  Degree  did  he  once  carry  it,  that  one 
of  his  indented  Servants,  a  Britijh  Subjed 
and  a  white  Man,  happened  to  die  under 
the  Severity  of  his  Chaftilement. 


On  this,  about  five  or  fix  more  of  his 
indented  Servants,  being  greatly  moved 
and  irritated  at  fuch  barbarous  Ufage,  left 
the  Plantation,  and  run  to  Town  to  lodge 
a  Complaint  with  the  King’s  Attorney- 

General  ; 
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General ;  the  Evidence  was  ftrong,  and 
concurred  in  all  the  material  Circum- 
flances,  fo  as  to  amount  to  an  Indictment 
for  Murder  ;  and  the  Attorney-General  in¬ 
dicted  him  accordingly,  and  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  impartially  :  But  the  abfolute  Lord 
of  Jamaica  (I  don’t  mean  the  King ,  nor  the 
Governor)  interpofed,  and,  by  the  never- 
failing  Argumentum  ad  Hominem ,  managed 
by  a  clever  Fellow  for  Foreman,  (whom 
they  took  out  of  Goal  for  that  very  Pur- 
pofe,  who  knew  all  the  Game ,  and  per¬ 
fectly  well  how  to  make  the  moil  of  it) 
the  Jurors  had  their  Eye-fight  rubbed  up, 
and  faw  very  clearly,  that  the  Bill  greatly 
furpaffed  their  U  nderftanding,  fo  brought 
it  in  Ignoramus.  But  the  then  Attorney- 
General,  depending  on  his  Knowledge  of 
the  Lawt  imputed  it  to  the  Ignorance,  to 
fay  no  worfe,  of  the  Jurors ,  and  not  to 
the  Want  of  Strength  in  the  Law ;  and 
therefore  was  of  Opinion,  that  a  frcfli  In¬ 
dictment  ought  to  be  brought. 

,t  < 

t 

■  ■  f  '  *'  ‘  '  4.  V  . 

However,  for  this  Opinion,  Mr. 
Attorney- General  was  iu {pended  from  his 
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Office ;  and  another  put  in  his  Roorn^ 
who  Was  as  clear  in  this,  as  well  as  in  alt 
other  difficult  Cafes,  as  the  Sun  at  Noon¬ 
day  in  'Jamaica ,  Who  continued  after¬ 
wards  the  Cicero  of  the  Illand ;  and  I 
mult  own,  that,  in  his  lucid  Intervals,  he 
was  a  very  clever  Fellow,  and  rightly  cal¬ 
culated  for  that  Meridian  ;  but  often  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  Wapping- Attorneys 
pleading  before  the  JuJtices  of  the  Peace 
at  Mile  end ,  who,  generally  fpeaking,  are 
Eajl-India  and  other  Sea  Captains,  who, 
having  got  Money  enough  to  leave  off  the 
Sea,  only  want  the  Honour  on  Shore  of 
becoming  Jujlices  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  At¬ 
torney  appears  before  their  Worflrips  with 
his  Client’s  Cafe ;  and  fays,  “  I  tell  you. 
Sir  this  is  Law,  an’t  pleafe  your  Worffiip; 
«  and  the  Englifi  Laws  are  like  the  Laws 
*c  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians ,  unalterable  ! 
“  And  your  Worffiip  cannot  go  from  the 
‘c  Law,  without  running  yourfelf  into  a 
“  Praemunire ;  and  remember  I  tell  your 

«  Worffiip  fo  ?” - “  No,  No,  Mr.  At- 

“  torncy ,  (fays  his  Worffiip)  I  won  t  run 

“  mvfelf  into  a  Praemunire  ;  I’ll  go  by 

“  the 
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the  Law  j  it  muft  be  fo  as  you  fay,  it 
“  is  plain.” 

Some  Time  after  there  was  an  Over-, 
peer  of  a  Plantation,  who  happened  to 
differ  with  one  of  the  indented  Servants, 
a  white  Man,  and  gave  him  two  or  three 
Licks  with  an  Horfe-whip,  for  which  the 
Fellow  was  refolved  to  be  up  with  him* 
Accordingly,  not  long  after  the  Overfeer 
was  indicated  for  killing  five  Negroes,  in 
five  different  Indi&ments,  by  whipping 
them  to  Death,  and  this  Fellow  was  the 
only  Witnefs  to  fwear  to  the  five  feparate 
Indictments, 

Mft.  Attorney-General  Was  very  cleat 
in  this  Cafe  :  So  the  Man  was  found 
guilty  of  murdering  them  all,  and  con¬ 
demned  to  die,  and  it  was  expected  that 
the  Man  would  have  hung  for  it,  (for  he 
Was  poor )  had  not  he  made  his  Efcape  be* 

fore  the  Day  of  Execution. 

■  \  '  ■  -  ■  ‘ 

There  Were  two  of  his  Majefiy's  able 
Sailors  indicted  for  committing  a  Rape 

A  a  on 
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on  an  abandoned,  profligate,  common 
Whore,  Hundreds  having  lain  with  her 
publickly  in  the  Streets,  as  was  proved  in 
open  Court  j  yet  Mr.  Attorney-General 
was  clear  in  this  Cafe,  he  faw  into  the 
bottom  of  it  at  once  ;  fo  the  poor  Fellows 
were  condemned  to  die  :  But  His  Excel¬ 
lency  had  Goodnefs  enough .  to  pardon 
them. 

There  muft  be  fomething  in  the  Cli¬ 
mate,  as  I  have  obferved  in  Africa,  that 
changes  the  natural  Difpofltion  of  Man¬ 
kind  from  Humanity  into  Barbarity,  or 
Cuftom  is  a  fecond  Nature ;  for  I  never 
faw  human  Nature  divefted  of  Humanity, 
and  Brutality  and  Barbarity  introduced  by 
Cuftom  and  Habitude,  except  in  the  'Tor¬ 
rid  Zone.  I  could  even  inftance  Ladies 

i  f  •  •  •  - 

there  (the  fair  and  foft  Sex)  who  have  gone 
very  great  Lengths  in  punilhing  their 
Slaves ;  particularly  one,  who  has  ftood 
over  the  Negroes  to  fee  them  punilhed 
in  a  moft  cruel  Manner,  even  to  the  laft 
Extremity  of  feeing  them  burnt  alive  to 
Death,  and  gloried  in  the  Sight. 

Every 
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Every  Perfon,  rich  or  poor,  who 
is  diverted  of  Humanity,  whole  Na¬ 
ture  is  changed,  by  Cuftom  or  other  wife, 
into  Barbarity,  Brutality  and  Cruelty, 
ought  to  be  hanged  without  Mercy,  as 
the  greateft  Nufance  to  Society, 

Colonel  Charterls ,  who  was  the 
greateft  Villain  perhaps  of  his  Age,  (ex¬ 
cept  “Jack  Shepard ',  who  was  more  dex¬ 
trous)  and  deferved,  though  he  efcaped 
the  Gallows  innumerable  times :  But 
poor  Jack  was  hanged  at  once,  whilft  the 
Colonel  was  condemned  at  laft  of  a  Crime, 
the  World  muft  believe  he  was  not  guilty 
of,  for  the  Sake  of  what  had  fo  often 
faved  him.  . 

This  is  the  practical  Part,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  Charatterijlich  of  the  Pec- 
pie  of  “Jamaica ,  which  I  have  drawn, 
and  related  without  any  Malice,  or  any 
interefted  Views,  againft  them:  Yet  I 
cannot  fay,  by  the  Depravity  of  human 
Nature,  that  it  is  poffible  for  me  to  di- 
veft  myfelf  intirely  of  all  Prejudices,  after 

A  a  2  fo 
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fo  many  unjuft  Sufferings  amongft  them  : 
And  though  I  have  kept  ftridtly  to  Mat¬ 
ters  of  Fa£t,  yet  I  do  own,  that  it  is  a  Very 
hard  Talk,  for  an  injured  Perfon  to  give 
an  Account  of  the  Injuries  done  him, 
without  mixing  the  Ink  with  a  little  of  the 
Tindture  of  Gall. 

Bu  t,  to  leave  this  dilagreeable  Subject 
the  following  is  an  authentick  Letter  from 
my  Correfpondent  at  Cape-Breton . 

I 

I 

«  To  Dr.  Houstoun  in  Jamaica. 

Louisbourg,  Nov,  20.  1745. 

“SIR, 

“  H  E  many  Obligations  I  lie  un- 
“  JL  der  to  you,  for  your  Care  of  me, 
“  in  the  Hofpital  at  Chelfea ,  to  rear  up  a 
«  Gonftitution,  broke  and  almoft  worn 
«  out  upon  fo  many  unfuccefsful  Expe- 
«  ditions,  make  me  embrace  this  Oppor- 
“  tunity  to  acquaint  you  of  the  agreeable 
“  News,  that  I  have  fallen  at  laft  upon  a 
<c  very  fuccefsful  one,  againft  the  French 
«  Settlements  on  Cape-Breton ,  in  Compa- 


I 
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<c  ny  with  the  New -England Land  Forces; 

<£  and  I  fha.ll  give  you  a  fuccindl  and  ex- 
«  aft  an  Account  of  it,  in  as  few  Words 
«  as  poffibly  I  can. 

«  We  fet  out  from  Bojlon ,  March  24, 

“  1745,  being  of  the  Majfachufets-  Bay 
“  Forces,  to  the  Number  of  3250  Men, 

“  exclufive  of  Officers;  we  arrived  at 
“  Canfo  the  4th  of  April,  where  we 
“  found  the  New-Hampjhire  Forces,  being 
304  inclufive  of  Officers,  and  were 
“  joined  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month  by 
“  the  Connecticut  Forces,  being  5x6  Men 
“  including  Officers,  in  all  4070 :  With 
“  thefe  llout,  hearty  Fellows,  and  honell 
“  brave  Officers,  we  all  fet  out,  unani- 
“  mous  in  our  Inclinations  and  Refolu- 
“  tions,  to  conquer,  or  to  die  under  the 
“  Command  of  a  Gentleman,  as  honeflly 
“  brave,  as  courageoufly  fuccefsful,  Wil-  • 
e<  liam  Pepperell  Efq;  Lieutenant  General 
«{  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  New- 
England  Forces,  and  we  fucceeded  ac- 
((  cordingly. 

A  a  3  1 
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“  I  shall  not  prefume  to  trouble 
“  you,  with  a  Journal  of  all  the  Proceed-, 
“  ings  from  our  fir  ft  Landing  at  Chapeau- , 
rouge  Bay,  but  only  take  notice  of  the 
“  moft  remarkable  Paflages.  April  29th 
"  and  30th,  and  on  the  ift  of  May,  all 
the  F orces  were  landed,  and  began  to  get 
Provifions  and  -Stores  on  Shore  :  The 
Landing  of  the  heavy  Artillery,  Ammu¬ 
nition,  Provifions,  &c.  was  attended  with 
u  extreme  Difficulty  and  Fatigue ;  there 
“  being  no  Harbour  there,  and  the  Surff 
“  almoft  continually  running  very  high, 
“  fo  that  fome  Days  there  was  no  landing 
“  any  thing  at  all,  and  often  the  Men 
“  were  obliged  to  wade  high  into  the 
“  Water,  to  lave  what  was  damageable 
“  from  being  wet  \  and  the  poor  Men 
“  had  no  Cloaths  to  fhift  themfelves,  or 
i:  defend  them  from  the  Rigour  of  the 
“  Weather,  the  Nights  being  very  cold  ; 
“  but  Refolution  in  brave  Men  will  over- 
“  come  all  Difficulties. 

‘■s 

“  I T  is  incredible  to  think  through  what 
,c  almoft  unfurmountable  Difficulties  from 

1 

“  time 
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«  time  to  time  we  raifed  our  different 
“  Batteries,  and  mounted  our  heavy  Ar- 
«  tillery;  particularly  on  the  25th  of 
“  May,  the  thirteen  Inch  Mortar  burfted,  . 
«  and  aBombardier  was  thereby  wounded, 
“  occafioned  by  fome  Flaw  in  the  Shell, 
«  which  broke  in  the  Mortar ;  but  ano- 
.<  ther  thirteen  Inch  Mortar  from  Bofion 
<c  was  mounted  in  the  fame  Place,  and 
«  play’d  the  eighth  Day  after  the  other 
“  was  burfl. 

•  *  f'  T  *  *  « 

“The  conveying  the  Cannon  was 
“  with  incredible  Labour  and  Fatigue, 
“  for  all  the  Roads,  over  which  they 
«  were  drawn,  were  either  very  rough, 
“  rocky,  hilly  W ay,  or  a  deep  Morafs ; 
“  into  which,  whilfl  the  Cannon  were 
“  upon  the  Wheels,  they  feveral  times 
“  funk,  fo  as  to  bury  not  only  the  Car* 
“  riages,  but  the  whole  Body  of  the  Cari- 
“  non  likewife  ;  Horfes  and  Oxen  could 
“  not  be  employed  in  this  Service ;  but 
“  the  whole  was  to  be  done  by  the  Men 
“  themfelves,  up  to  the  Knees  in  Mud ; 
at  the  fame  time  the  Nights,  in  which 

A  a  4  £t  thp 
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(i  the  Work  was  done  were  cold,  and  for 
“  the  moft  part  foggy  ;  their  Tents  alfo 
“  were  bad,  as  there  were  no  proper  Mate- 
“  rials  for  Tents  in  New  England ,  when 
“  the  Forces  were  railed. 

“  Bu  t,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  Dif- 
“  ficulties,  and  the  People’s  being  taken 
(t  down  by  Fluxes ,  fo  that  at  one  time 
“  there  were  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred 
44  Men  incapable  of  doing  Duty,  occa-< 
“■  honed  by  their  Fatigue,  they  went  on 
<£  chearfully,  without  being  difcouraged 
“  or  murmuring;  and  by  the  Help  of 
“  Sledges  of  about  fixteen  Feet  in  length, 
“  five  Feet  in  width,  and  twelve  Inches 
41  thick,  they  tranfported  the  Cannon  over 
"  thofe  Ways,  to  the  Amazement  of  the 
“  French ,  who  always  thought  them 
44  intirely  impaffable  for  fuch  heavy 
<c  Bodies  ;  as  indeed  they  were  by 
“  any  People  of  lefs  Refolution  and  Per- 
’x  feverance,  or  lefs  Experience  in  remo-< 
14  ving  fuch  heavy  Weights:  And  befides 
il  this  they  had  all  the  Provifions,  Powder^ 
1  Shot,  and  Shells,  which  they  daily  made 

“  ufe 
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(t  ufe  of,  to  convey  over  the  fame  Ways 
upon  their  Backs. 

“I  don’t  pretend,  Sir,  to  give  you 
“  an  Account  of  erecting  all  our  Batte- 
*(  ries ,  and  removing  from  time  to  time 
“  to  different  ones,  during  the  Siege,  all 
«  which  was  performed  with  good  Con- 
“  dudl,  and  intrepid  Courage. 

tf  To  fee  the  Bravery  and  Refolution  of 
“  thefe  Men,  when  rightly  command- 
«  ed,  raifed  in  me  fome  melancholy 
«  Thoughts,  in  refle&ing  on  our  by-paft 
“  unfuccefsful  Expeditions.  What  a  Fi- 
?t  gure  would  the  little  Fort  of  San  Laza- 
ro,  near  Cartagena ,  have  made  before 
“  them,  who  battered  down  the  well- 
ft  fortified  Town  and  ftrong  Forts  of 
“  Louijbourg  !  which  the  French  took  to 
■c  be  impregnable.  You  may  remember  I 
<c  was  upon  that  Cartagena  Expedition, 
ft  tho’  I  was  not  upon  the  Attack  of  San 
“  Lazar 0,  where  we  had  an  Army  of  re- 
“  gular  Forces,  double,  nay,  I  may  fay, 
near  triple  the  Number  of  ours  here. 

“  The 


— 
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“  The  Plan  of  Operations  for  this 
Expedition  was  regularly  well  concerted 
“  between  his  Excellency  W.  Shirley ,  Efq; 

“  Governor  of  New -'England,  our  Gene- 

•  •  1  * 

**  ral,  and  Peter  Warren ,  Efqj  Commo- 
“  dore  of  all  his  Britannick  Majefty’s 
“  Ships  and  Veffels  on  this  Expedition 
“  &c.  and  raoft  glorioufly  executed  by  the 
Undertakers :  For  Commodore  Warren 
arrived  at  Canfo ,  April  the  23d,  in  his 
«•  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Superbe  of  60  Guns, 
“  with  three  forty  Gun  Ships,  the  Eltbam , 
H  Launcejlon  and  Mermaid,  &c.  under 
“  his  Command,  and,  after  having  con- 
u  ferred  with  the  General  by  Letters,  went 
“  immediately  with  the  Ships  to  cruize  off 
“  Louijbourg ,  who,  with  great  Care  and 
“  Diligence,  cut  off  all  Communication 
“  with  the  French,  and  took  feveral 
<c  Prizes  that  were  coming  with  Relief  for 
“  theBefieged  :  And,  on  the  21ft  of  May , 
tc  he  took  the  Vigilant,  a  French  Man  of 
c£  War  of  64  Guns  ;  on  the  25th  he  was 
«  joined  by  the  Princefs  Mary  of  60 
«  Guns ;  the  26th  by  the  HeSlor  of  40 
«  Guns  5  on  the  10th  of  June  by  the 
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<(  Chejler ,  arrived  from  England  •  on  the 

“  1 2th  the  Canterbury  and  Sunderland 

“  joined  him,  as  did  likewife  the  Lark 

“  with  a  Store-Jhip  under  her  Convoy, 

“  for  Anapolis  Royal :  So  now,  our  Com- 

“  modore  having  under  his  Commands 

“  drong  Squadron,  it  was  determined  to 

“  make  a  general  Attack  by  Sea  and 

f‘  Land, 

**• 

“  So  to  work  we  went,  to  eredt  our 

» 

lad  and  mod  ufeful  Battery  near  the 
“  Light-houfe ,  jud  oppolite  and  within 
«  three  thoufand  four  hundred  Feet  of 
<{  the  *  IJland  Battery ,  on  which  we 
“  had  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  Attempts, 
“  being  always  beat  back  with  Lofs.  It 
“  was  a  great  Nufance  to  us,  and  of  the 
<c  greated  Confequence  to  be  Maders  of 
“  it,  which,  notwithdanding  the  almofc 

infuperable  Difficulties  that  attended  it, 
“  was  happily  effetled  ;  for  by  the  14th 

“  we 

*  This  IJland  Battery  was  a  flrong  Fort  at  the  En¬ 
trance  of  the  Harbour,  mounted  with  thirty  twenty- 
«ight  Pounders,  and  feven  Swivels,  having  two  Brafs 
ten  Inch  Mortars,  and  garrifoned  with  an  hundred  and 
eighty  Men. 
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“  we  had  fix  eighteen  Pounders  mounted? 
“  fuftained  by  320  Men,  which  did  the 
“  Bufmefs  effectually. 

V  ~  » 

I 

“On  the  15th  the  large  Mortar  was 
“  ordered  to  this  Battery,  and,  a  hew  Sup- 
“  ply  of  Powder  arriving,  the  Fire  was 
“  more  fierce  than  ever,  when  the  Mor- 
“  tar  began  to  play  from  this  Light-houfe 
“  Battery  upon  the  Ijland  Battery ;  out 
*'  of  19  Shells,  17  fell  within  the  Fort,  and 
“  one  of  them  upon  the  Magazine,  which 
“  together  with  the  Fire  from  the  Cannon, 
“  to  which  the  Enemy  was  very  much 
“  expofed,  they  having  but  little  to  fhel- 
“  ter  them  from  the  Shot,  that  ranged 
“  quite  through  their  Barracks,  fo  terrified 
“  them,  that  many  of  them  left  the  Fort, 
“  and  ran  into  the  Water  for  Refuge  : 
“  In  Short,  the  Weft  Gate  was  demolished, 
“  and  a  large  Breach  was  made  in  the 
“  Wall  adjoining ;  the  Weft  Flank  of  the 
“  King's  Baftion  was  almoft  ruined ;  all 
“  the  Houfes  and  other  Buildings  almofi: 
“  torn  to  Pieces,  (but  one  Houfe  in  the 
“  Town  being  left  unhurt)  and  the  Ene- 

“  my’s 
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“  my’s  Stock  of  Ammunition  growing 
“  fhort,  they  fent  out  a  Flag  of  Truce  to 
“  the  Camp,  defiring  Time  to  confider 
“  upon  the  Articles  of  Capitulation. 

“  This  was  granted  till  next  Morn- 
c<  ing ;  when  they  brought  out  Articles, 
tc  which  were  refufed,  and  others  fent  ill 
cc  by  the  General  and  Commodore,  which 
cc  were  agreed  to  by  the  Enemy. 

“  Hostages  were  exchanged  on  the 
t£  17th  of  June,  1745,  the  City  andFor- 
“  treffes  of  Louijbourg  were  furrendered, 
“  and  the  Garriibn  with  all  the  Inhabi- 
“  tants,  to  the  Number  of  2000  capable 
“  of  bearing  Arms,  made  Prifoners,  to  be 
“  tranfported  to  France  with  all  their  per- 
“  fonal  Effedls. 

“  During  the  whole  Siege  we  had 
u  no  more  than  10  Men  killed  by  the 
“  Enemy,  and  all  other  Accidents,  and 
“  about  30  died  of  Sicknefs ;  bnt,  accord-* 
“  ing  to  the  beft  Accounts,  there  were 
“  killed  of  the  Enemy  within  the  Walls 

u  about  300,  befides  Numbers  that  died 
■  “  by 
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u  by  being  confined  within  the  CaZ- 
“  mates. 

\ 

“  A  most  glorious  Action  !  greatly 
“  furpaffing  the  martial  Atchievements  of 
“  the  great  General  Wentworth  y  and  all 
**  his  regular  Forces!  What  is  it  that 
iC  Britons  cannot  do,  when  they  areuna- 
“  nimous  ?  Nothing  can  withftand  them, 

"  when  rightly  condudted* 

•  •  ,  . 

“  Here  was  great  Unanimity,  and  a 
perfect  Harmony  betwixt  the  two  corm- 
**  manding  Officers  in  chie£  by  Land  and 
S£  Sea ;  and  indeed  there  was  a  perfedt 
££  Agreement  between  all  the  Officers, 
<£  and  even  amongft  the  common  Soldiers* 
**  Upon  this  Expedition  every  Man  fought 
“  with  his  Wife,  Family,  &c.  at  Stake, 
and  Succefs  brought  him  a  comfortable 
*£  Living  for  himfelf  and  Family  to  all 
*c  Posterity,  as  his  own  Property ;  where* 
t£  as  a  mercenary  Soldier,  who  fights  for 
“  Six-pence  a  Day,  and  a  little  Plunder, 
lt  under  Awe  and  Dread  of  military  Difci- 

“  pline 


I 


of  his  Own  Life-time.  367 

«  pline  only ,  has  Mifery  entailed  on  him- 
<(  felf  and  Family  for  Life. 

“  I  shall  not  take  up  your  Time  in 
“  giving  you  a  Defcription  of  the  I  Hand, 
“  which  you  may  find  elfewhere*  but 
<c  only  tell  you,  that  it  is  excefllvely  cold 
“  at  prefent,  the  Ifiand  being  fmall  and 
<l  furrounded  with  Ice ;  but  we  have  a 
tf  Remedy  at  hand,  Plenty  of  good  Coal* 
“  upon  the  Sides  of  the  Mountains,  very 
<c  near  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  and  great 
“  Plenty  of  all  Sorts  of  Wood  for  only 
‘ c  cutting  down ;  particularly  fine  old  Oak, 
“  enough  for  the  whole  Navy  of  Great 
“  Britain ,  and  Pines  large  enough  for  the 
Mafts  of fir [l  Rate  Men  of  War. 

“  It  is  true  we  have  fome  marfhy 
“  Ground,  and  the  Woods  are  not 

i 

‘‘  as  yet  cut  down  ;  but  I  dare  venture  to 
“  fay,  by  draining  the  Marlhes,  which 
“  may  be  eafily  done,  and  clearing  the 
“  Ground  of  the  Under-wood,  the  Place 
<c  would  be  as  healthy  as  any  other  Part 
<f  of  America :  In  Ihort,  Sir,  I  like  it 

,  “  fo 
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“  fo  well,  that  here  I  defign  to  refide 
with  my  Family  for  my  Life-time,  and 
“  put  them  in  a  very  good  Way  of  pro. 
“  vidingfor  themfelves. 

“  We  have  had  fome  Surmifes  here 

“  in  our  Chit-chat  Converfation,  as  if 

# 

“  the  King  and  Parliament  defigned  to 
‘  ‘  give  it  up  a  fecond  time  to  the  French , 
“  at  the  Conclufion  of  a  Peace  ;  but  the 
<c  more  thinking  Part  a ffure  themfelves, 
“  that  that  cannot  be  :  In  as  much  as  his 
“  moft  gracious  Majefty ,  with  Confent  of 
“  his  Parliament ,  when  he  iflued  out  his 
tc  Royal  Proclamation ,  given  at  his  Court 
“  at  St.  ‘James’s,  the  ninth  Day  of  April } 
“  1 740,  and  confirmed  by  an  Aft  of 
<c  Parliament  pafied  that  Seffions,  entitled, 
<c  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  fe  curing 
“  and  encouraging  the  Trade  of  his  Ma- 
tc  jefy' s  Britifh  Subjects  to  America,*  and 
CI  for  the  Encouragement  of  Seamen  to 
“  enter  into  his  Majefly’s  Service  ;  for 
‘c  raifing  Forces,  for  conquering  and  fub- 
duing  this,  and  all  other  Settlements 

“  from 

if  See  the  fa  id  P  rtdatnat  itn  and  Aft  of  Parliament. 
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**  from  the  Enemy ;  his  Majefty  has  been 
n  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  us  his  Royal 
“  Word,  with  parliamentary  Security, 
“  That  whatever  we  conquered  from  the 
“  Enemy  Ihould  become  our  own  Pro- 
“  perty ;  with  due  Acknowledgment 
“  and  Subjedtion  to  his  Britannick  Ma- 
“  jefty  and  the  conftitutional  Laws  of  our 
“  Mother-Country,  Great  Britain ,  as  ex- 
“  prefled  in  the  aforefaid  Proclamation 
“  and  Adt  of  Parliament :  So  that  what 
**  we  have  conquered  here,  or  elfewhere 
“  from  the  Enemy,  at  the  Rifk  of  our 
“  own  Lives  and  Fortunes,  and  are  now 
“  in  Pofleflien  of,  under  the  Sandtion  of 
<c  this  Proclamation  and  Adt  ofParlia- 
“  ment,  we  reckon  as  much  our  own 

1 

“  Property  as  a  Shilling  that  we  earn  for 
“  a  Day’s  hard  Labour ;  and  we  take  our 
“  Security  for  this  Property  to  be  the  ve- 
“  ry  belt  in  the  whole  World,  the  Con- 
“  ftitution  of  Great  Britain  never  to  be 
“  unhinged. 

“  Now,  Sir,  I  conclude  by  fending 

“  you  enclofed  an  exadt  Account  and 

B  b  “  Com- 


I; 


<c 
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Computation  of  the  French  Fifljery,  as 
it  was  carried  on  before  the  War,  on 
the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  Cape-Bre- 
“  ton,  &c.  the  Whole  depending  on  the 
‘‘  Port  of  Louijbourg,  as  a  Cover  and  Pro- 
“  tedlion  to  it,  &c.  with  the  Advantages 
“  accruing  to  France  from  it  before  the 
“  War,  and  Difadvantages  by  the  Lofs 
«  of  it,  with  the  vaft  Advantages  and 
“  Importance  to  Great  Britain,  by  con- 
“  quering  and  keeping  Poffeflion  of  this 
“  important  Place,  as  it  was  given  in  to 
“  General  Pepperell  on  the  Spot,  by  fuch 
“  of  ourfelves,  who,  at  Canfo  and  Louif- 
bourg ,  have  been  Eye-witneffes  of  it, 
and  from  their  Captains,  &c.  of  their 
Ships,  at  different  occafional  Converfa- 
<c  tions,  on  comparing  the  French  Fifhery 
«  with  the  Englijh  j  and  tranfmitted  by 
“  the  General  to  Great  Britain,  for  the 
“  Confideration  of  his  Majefty  in  Council, 
“  and  our  Britijh  Parliament,  as  follows, 

“  From  the  Gut  of  Canfo  down  along 
“  Shore  to  Louijbourg ,  and  from  thence 
“  to  the  North-Eaft  Part  of  Cape-Breton , 
there  was  yearly  imployed  at  lead;  500 

“  Shdl- 


(C 
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«  Shallops.  And  thefe  required,  at  Sea 
“  and  on  Shore,  5  Men  each ;  which 
“  amount  to  2  500  Men :  And  60  Bri- 
“  gantines ,  Schooners  and  Sloops,  each  of 
“  1  r  Men ;  making  900  Men  more : 
“  Which  together  make  3400  Men. 

«  Allow  thefe  500  Shallops  to  catch  3 00 
«  Quintals  of  Fifh  each  in  the  Summer- 
“  Sealon ;  and  the  Whole  is  130,000 
“  Quintals:  And  the  60  Brigs,  Schooners, 
“  &c.  each  600  Quintals,  which  make 
<c  36,000  more.  So  that  there  is  made  at 
“  Cape-Breton  annually  of  Fifh  186,000 
«  Quintals. 

'tm  ‘  • 

“Now,  to  carry  this  Fifh  to  Europe, 
“  to  Market,  there  mull  be  employed 
“  93  Sail  of  Ships  of  the  Burthen  of  2000 
“  Quintals  each,  one  with  the  other,  and 
a  each  of  thele  Ships  have  at  lead;  20  Men , 
“  which  are  i860  Seamen.  And  thele, 
“  added  to  the  3400  Fijhcrmen  above5 
"  make  5260  Men  employed  at  Cape- 
“  Breton  Only  in  the  FISHERY. 

“  A  T  Gafpay,  Quadre,  and  other  Har- 

B  b  2  “  bours 
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<c  c  _ 

bours,  mentioned  in  the  following  Efti- 
“  mation,  there  are  fix  Ships  yearly, 
“  which,  as  they  come  out  from  France 
“  mann’d  to  catch  their  own  Cargoes  in 
“  Shallops^  they  haul  up  and  leave  in 
“  the  Country  every  Winter,  till  they 
“  return  the  next  Spring,  one  with  ano- 
“  ther  may  be  allowed  60  Hands.  And 
il  it  has  always  been  allowed,  from  St> 
“  Maloes  and  Granville  they  have  at  lead: 
“  300  Sail  of  thefe  Ships  in  this  Fifhery, 
<c  that  hill  at  Petit  Nord,  Fijhante ,  Belle - 
“  IJle ,  and  the  Gulph j  which  will,  all 
“  computed  as  above,  (allowing  thofe 
“  Ships,  that  fo  come  out  to  make  their 
“  own  Voyages,  to  carry  each  3000 
“  Quintals)  be  as  follows — 


Ships. 

Men. 

Quintals. 

At  Cape -Breton 

93 

5260 

186,000 

At  Gafpay 

6 

36° 

18,000 

At  ^uadrc  . 

6 

360 

18,000 

At  Port  enBaJq . 

ue  6 

360 

1 8,000 

At  Le  Foils  IJles 

3 

O 

00 

>— i 

9,000 

St.  Malos  Men 

3°° 

18,000 

900,000 

414 

24,520 

1149,000 

% 

1 

Here 

f 
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“  H  e  R  e  it  may  be  objected,  that  of 
“  the  300  Ships  above  from  St.  Ma~ 
“  los  (which  they  infill:  upon)  fome  of 
“  them  are  of  thofe  Ships  above-rec- 
“  koned  at  Gafpay,  Quadre,  &c.  which 
“  is  well  known  to  be  fo.  But,  then,  no 
tc  regard  is  here  had  to  the  Ships  fo  cm* 
“  ploy’d,  among  the  reft,  from  St.  Juan 
“  de  Luz,  Bayonne ,  Nanfz ,  Havre  de 
“  Grace,  &c.  which  go  annually  into 
“  thofe  Parts  on  the  fame  Voyage ;  and 
‘t  are  a  great  many  more  in  Number  than 
“  thofe  2 1  Ships  above  ;  and  would, 
could  an  exadt  Lift  be  had,  much 
“  fwell  the  Account.  1 

“Besides  all  the fe,  there  have  been 
“  conftantly  from  the  River  Sendre ,  Olune, 
“  Poiteux,  Havre ,  &c.  150  Ships  at  leaft, 
«  the  French  fay  200  Sail,  employed  in 
the  Mud-Fijhery ,  or  Mort  Vejl  (as  they 
“  call  it)  from  16  to  24  Men  each  :  Which 
“  carry  home,  upon  an  Average,  from 
«  22,000  to  30,000  Fifh  in  Number; 
«  v/hich  make,  on  the  moft  moderate 
“  Eftimate,  1 50  Sail  of  Ships :  And,  on  a 

B  b  3  “  Me» 
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4‘  Medium,  at  20  Men  each,  employ 
“  -^ocoMen,  and  in  the  Whole  3,900,000 
“  Filhes  in  Tale.  Thefe  Ships  are 
“  fitted  out  in  France  for  their  Voyages 
“  on  the  Banks,  and  there  tarry  till  they 
“  are  laden ;  unlefs  they  meet  with  any 
“  Difturbance  (in  which  Cafe  they  refort 
“  to  Cape-Brefon  for  Shelter  and  Supplies 
“  and  from  thence  home  to  , France . 
c‘  And  it  was  thus  frequent  fcr  them, 
“  when  they  had  made  their  Voyages, 
<c  to  go  into  Cape-Breton  for  Water  efpe- 
“  pecially,  as  they  had  no  other  Port. 

“  I  n  regard  to  the  Value  of  this  Branch 
‘‘  of  Trade,  it  is  neceffary  here  to  obferve, 
“  that  there  is  hereby  produced  a  large 
“  Quantity  of  F rain  Oil  j  which  France 
“  has  always  an  immediate  Demand  for  at 
“  Home,  for  their  Woollen  Manufa£fures} 
“  Lights,  &c.  And  with  which  alfo  their 
“  Sugar  Colonies,  that  can’t  do  without  it, 
“  are  yearly  fupplied.  It  is  certainly  well 
“  known,  that  they  either  do,  or  may  at 
“  lead:,  make  one  Hogdiead  of  dxty  Gal- 
t£  Ions  of  Oil,  clear  drawn  off  from  the 

“  Blubber, 
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ct  Blubber,  out  of  every  hundred  Quintals 
“  ofFifh.  And  this,  out  of  the  Quantity 
«  of  Fifh  before  mentioned,  will  produce 
“  1 1,490  Hogfheads  of  Oil.  And,  allow- 
“  ing  that  4000  Fifhes  in  Numbei  are 
“  equal  to  100  Quintals  when  cured,  then 
«  the  3,900,000  Mud-filh,  by  the  fame 
Rule,  will  yield  97 5  Hogfheads  of  Oil; 
“  which  added  to  the  other  make  12,465 
“  Hogfheads  of  Train-oil,  which  are  equal 
‘‘  to  3116  Tons  and  a  Quarter. 

**  Now,  let  the  1,149, 000^  s' 

“  Quintals  of  Fifh  be  va- 

“  Iued  only  at  I05-  Ster!ing  l  r7A,  coo  :  oc 
“  per  Quintal,  the  prime 

“  Coft  ufually  at  New- 

tc‘  jo  midland,  and  it  is  worthy 

“  An  d,  to  this,  allow  3*. 


“  Sterling  Freight y>?rQuin-! 
“  tal  of  it,  in  Englijh  Bot- 
“  toms,  to  Market 


“  And  then  the  Fifh  only? 746,850  :  00 
<c  is  worth  S 


B  b  4  “  Brought 
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“  Brought  over  746,850  ;  00 
“  And  let  the  3u6&qr.Y 
,c  Tons  of  Oil  be  valued  at(^ 

“  1 8/.  Sterling  per  Ton,  thef  56,092  :  10 
"  the  Amount  of  it  is  S 


“  As  to  the  Mud-filh,  iO 
“  is  generally  fold  in  France 
“  at  ioco  Livres  per  1000  0 

“  Fifh ;  and  then,  at  1  id.  >l7*>75<*  :  °o 

“  Sterling  Livre,  their  j 
“  Value  is  j 


“And  thus  it  appears, 
“  that  One  Year’s  Fiiliery 
£t  of  the  French  only]  is 
worth.  Sterling, 


981,692  :  10 


“  Which  great  Branch  of  Trade  in  a 
“  manner  depends  entirely  on  their  Pof- 
ct  fefiion  of  the  Bland  of  Cape- Breton,  as 
“it  is  impoffible  to  carry  it  on  without 
“  fome  convenient  Harbour  of  Strength, 

“  to  Supply,  fupport  and  protedf  it : 
And  it  is  now  with  us  to  determine> 
whether  they  /hull  enjoy  it  or  not" ? 

“  lx 
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“In  Addition  to  this,  let  us  confider, 
“  that,  in  regard  to  the  Woollen  Manu- 
“ failure,  the  Staple  and  Dependance  of 
“  England  •  in  which  alfo  the  French 
«  have  been  vying  with  us,  and  have  now 
brought  that  T 'rode  to  fuch  a  Pitch  as 
“  to  carry  it  all  over  not  only  their  own 
“  Dominions,  (formerly  obliged  to  us  for 
“  fine  Cloaths)  but  to  a  great  Advantage 
“  into  Italy ,  Spain,  and  Turkey,  even  to 
“  the  great  Detriment  of  England. — I 
“  fay,  in  regard  to  this  Branch  of  Trade, 
“  allow  that  every  Man  before- mentioned 
“  in  the  Fifhery,  in  his  Blanket,  Watch- 
“  coat,  and  Rug,  Pea-jacket,  &c.  con- 
“  fumes  of  thefe  coarfer  Woollens  30  s. 
"  Sterling  per  Annum ,  at  that  Rate  even 
“  their  Confumption  will  be  41,250/. 
“  Sterling;  which,  had  we  the  whole 
«*  Fifhery  to  ourfelves,  muff  of  courfe  be 
“  of  our  own  Manufacture. 

‘‘But  befides  this,  all  due  Confi- 
«*  deration  muft  be  had  to  the  Canvafs, 
“  Cordage,  Hooks,  Lines,  Twine,  Nets, 
**  Lead,  Nails,  Spikes,  Edge-tools,  Grap- 

'  “  lings, 
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“  lings,  Anchors,  £?c.  £?<:.  that  564  Ships> 
“  and  the  Shallops  to  fifh  for  them,  muft 
“  expend  at  Sea  and  on  Shore  :  And  al- 
“  low  all  thefe  to  be  Britijh ,  and  the 
“  immediate  Value  of  this ‘Branch  of 
“  Trade  to  England,  could  Hie  (or  rather 
“  tUCUlO  flj t)  keep  it  to  herfelf,  will  difco- 
“  ver  itfelf  of  greater  Confequence  than 
“  any  other  j  not  even  excepting  the  T  o- 
“  b  A  c  c  o  ;  that  is,  than  any  other  Trade 
ct  dependent  on  the  Plantations,  Firjl , 
“  in  regard  to  the  railing  Seamen  for  the 
“  Royal  Navy  :  Secondly,  the  Confump- 
“  tion  of  the  Britijh  Manufatflure  and 

Produce:  And,  above  all,  in  a  certain 
“  yearly  Remittance  of  the  Ballance  of 
“  this  Trade  made  to  England  from 
“  Spain,  Portugal ,  Italy,  &c.  either  in 
‘f  Specie,  or  in  fuch  foreign  Commodities 
tC  as  pay  his  Majefty  a  prodigious  Reve- 
“  nue  ;  and  this  procured  by  Dint  of  La- 
“  bour  only,  and  fetched  out  of  the 
“  Abundance  of  our  Seas. 

Cc  Thus,  fuppoling  the  French  entirely 
“  excluded  this  Fiflierv,  (as  may  and  mnjl 

“  be 


It 


of  his  Own  Life-time.  379 

be  the  Cafe  if  England  keeps  Cape-Bre- 
«*  ton,  and  allows  them  no  Privilege  at 
“  Newfoundland ;  —  for  then  they  will 
*t  not  have  any  Port  convenient  for  them 
“  at  lead:  till  they  fortify  upon  the  Main, 
in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence, — which, 

“  having  Cape  Breton,  we  may  hinder 
when  we  pleale.  And  adding  the  Ad- 
*t  vantage  of  this  Filhery  to  that  of  our 
<«  own  already,  and  confidering,  that  the 
“  whole  Papal  Empire  muft  then  depend 
“  on  us  folely  for  this  Bacaldos ,  which 
“  they  can’t  do  without,  which  will  give 
“  us  almoft  the  whole  Trade  of  the  Me- 
“  diterranean,  and  all  the  other  national 
“  Advantages  that  muft  arife  from  this 
“  Confequence  ;  and  the  prelent  Acqui- 
“  fition  of  Cape- Breton,  unpeopling  the 
“  French  Colony  there,  and  reducing  the 
“  Garrifons  to  his  Majesty’s  Obedi- 
“  ence,  which  muft  give  us  all  the  reft, 
is  of  itjelf  a  fufficient  Compensation 
“  for  the  War  ;  and  will  be  fo  al- 
“  lowed  by  all  thofe  concerned  in  Trade, 
“  that  know  the  many  Advantages  and 

“  Benefits  that  muft  arife  from  this  Branch 

“  of 
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''  of  it  only  to  England,  by  monopolizing 
“  the  Whole  of  it.* 

“  But  behdes  the  national  Advantage 
“  by  the  Fifhery  ; —  by  the  Reduction 
“  of  Cape-Breton,  and  an  Englifh  Gar- 
£c  rifon  there,  France  has  not  any  one 
“  Sea-port  for  the  Relief  of  their  trading 
“  Ships,  either  to  or  from  the  Eaft  or 
Weft -Indies ,  open  to  them  any  where 
“  in  North  America,  to  the  Northward 
“  of  the  River  of  Miftiftppi  :  For  Canada 
is  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  open 
“  Port  to  the  Sea ;  it  being  firft  iixty 
“  or  feventy  Leagues  within  Land, 
“  through  the  Gulph,  to  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  ;  and  then  a  great  deal  fur- 
“  ther  up  the  River.  So  that  it  is  im- 
“  practicable  to  think  of  going  thither  for 
“  Shelter :  And  of  Confequence  the 
“  whole  Trade  to  and  from  the  Weft-In- 
“  dies,  &c.  will  be  not  only  expofed  to 
our  Privateers  from  the  Northern  Co- 

“■  Ionics  in  War-time ,  without  any  Place 

“  to 


More  valuable  than  the  PolTefiion  of  the  Mines  ot 
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“  to  retreat  to,  but  even  in  Peace,  wxth- 
“  out  any  Sea-port  they  can  call  their 
“  own,  or  lay  any  Pretenfions  now  to  do, 
“  in  thefe  Seas,  any  where  to  the  North- 

“  ward  of  Mijjijippi ,  as  above  laid. 

V  > 

t  . 

<e  And  as  to  Can  add  itfelf, — the  River 
“  is  now  fo  much  under  our  Command, 
«  as  well  as  the  Gulph,  that  all  Trade 
“  there  may  be  very  eafily  Hopped,  and 
“  all  Communication  cut  off  from  them 
“  by  our  Ships  in  and  out  of  Cape  Breton . 
“  So  that  (without  Force  or  Arms)  in  a 
“  very  few  Years  that  Colony  would  fell, 
“  and  the  whole  Trade  of  Furs,  carried 
“  on  with  the  Indians  there,  come  into 
“  the  Englijh  Hands,  as  Canada  may  be 
“  unable  to  fupply  or  furnilh  them.  But 
“  a  happier  Confequence  than  this  will 
“  be,  that  as  they  may  be  kept  from  fup- 
**  plying  the  Indians  to  trade,  fo  a  lib  to 
“  encourage  them  from  annoying  our 
“  Frontiers:  And  they  (the Indians )  even 
*«  mujl  become  obliged  to,  and  dependent 
“  upon,  Us ;  fo  that  we  mall  not  be  in 
“  fuch  continual  Apprehenlions  of  their 

«  Ho- 
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44  Hojlilities ,  but  rather  may  have  them 
“  in  as  much  Subjection  to  Us,  as  they  have 
“  been  to  the  French. 

■  \ 

“To  all  that  is  faid  before  in  regard 
44  to  Cape-Bretov ,  let  it  be  added,  that  by 
44  this  Acquilition  we  have  fecured  to  the 
44  Nation  the  Garrifon  of  Annapolis 
44  Royal,  and  the  Colony  of  Nova  Sco- 
44  tia  j  which  being  a  very  rich  and  fer- 
tt  tile  Soil,  and  its  Coafts  and  Rivers  a- 
44  bounding  with  Fifh,  and  fettled  by 
44  French  Catholicks,  that  Nation  has 
44  much  regretted  the  Lofs  of,  and  wanted 
44  to  recover.  Yea,  and  which  they  en- 
44  deavoured  to  retake,  by  laying  Siege  to 
44  Annapolis ,  both  the  lajl  Year,  1744, 

44  and  this  prefent  Year-,  and  would  have 
44  got  it,  had  it  not  been  for  our  Expe- 
44  dition  to  Cape-Breton,  which  caufed 
44  them  to  raife  their  Siege  and  withdraw. 

44  And,  by  our  HOLDING  Cape-Breton, 
44  we  {hall  keep  thofe  French  Inhabitants 
44  at  Acadia  in  ftrid  Allegiance  to  His 
44  Majesty,  or  elfe  oblige  them  to 
“  quit  their  PolTcffions ;  which  are  all 

44  Farms, 


\  'Ho*'.  'r  ;• 
V'  V:  ■ . 


"Y/v 


^  v 1  ■  - 

■  • 
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««  Farms ,  brought  to  and  fit  for  any  Ser- 
“  vice  immediately  ;  which  will  be  an 
“  Encouragement  to  our  own  Subje&s- 
“  to  go  and  fettle  there  ;  and  alfo  oblige 
“  the  Cape -Sable  Indians ,  our  Enemies, 
“  either  to  abandon  that  Shore,  and  fly 
‘‘  to  Canada  for  fuch  Shelter  and  Supply 
“  as  they  can  fpare  them.  And  by  that 
“  Means  we  fhall  get  rid  of  that  Tribe 
<<  at  leaft,  if  not,  by  the  fame  Means' 
“  thofe  alfo  of  the  St.  'John’s,  Tribe, 
“  which  have  been  always  troublefome  to 
u  us;  as  both tliefe  Tribes  have  had  their 
“  Dependance  entirely  on  Cape-Breton  and 
‘ 4  the  French  Acadia-,  the  latter  of  which  (as 
“  Neuters)  have  been  Supplied  and  ufed  as 
44  Subjects  both  by  the  Englijh  and  French: 
tc  Which  we  have  long  enough  lamented 
44  the  bad  Confequence  of,  and  which  now 
“  is  ftopt ;  fo  that  they  muft  either  depend 
44  entirely  upon  us,  and  become  good  Sub- 
“  jedls  with  us,  or  elfe  on  the  French. 
■“  And  if  the  latter,  they  muft  of  courfe 
“  retreat  to  Canada ,  (where  they  will  help 
44  diftrefs,  rather  than  relieve,  that  Colony) 
“  and  leave  us  A'ova  Scotia  <i  i fe ncu m bered 
44  both  of  themfelves  and  Salvages. 


Ha© 
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*«  Had  we  not  taken  Breton  this 
“  Year,  and  the  French  had  taken  Anna- 
polls,  (which  it’s  not  difputed  they 
“  would  have  done,  had  we  been  idle) 
“  the  Confequence  then  would  have  been, 
“  — All  the  Inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia 
“  would  have  declared  for  the  French 
<c  King  immediately,  and  the  Colony  at 
<c  once  been  eftabliih’d  to  him ;  and  all 
“  the  Cape~Sable  and  St.  John's  Indians , 
“  who  a  (lifted  at  the  Siege  of  Annapolis 
“  with  thofe  of  Canada,  would  have  been 
“  well  fupplied  with  Arms,  Ammunition, 
“  &c.  and  fet  loofe  upon  our  Frontiers; 
“  and  their  Succefs  would  have  fo  dilpirited 
“  even  thofe  other  Tribes,  that  pretend  to 
“  be  at  Peace  with  us,  that  they  mud  have 
“  joined  with  them  ;  and  they  together 
“  would  have  carried  Havock,  Devafta- 
“  tion  and  Ravage,  all  over  our  Frontiers ; 
“  their  Men  of  War  and  Privateers,  by 
“  Sea,  would  have  deftroyed  our  Sea- 
"  ports,  and  kept  us  in  continual  Alarms, 
“  without  having  it  in  our  Power  to  hin- 
“  der  them  from  carrying  their  Conquefts 
“  from  Annapolis,  along  our  Eaftern 

“  Shore 
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K  Shore,  even  to  Cape- Ann,  were  they 
“  fo  inclined. 

“The  quiet  Poffeffion  of  all  which 
“  for  the  future  in  great  Meafure  de- 
“  pends  immediately  on  this  Acquifition 
“  and  Keeping  of  Cape-Breton,  if  not  for- 
«  tified  Ourfelves  at  leaft  from  the 
“  French.”* 

Now  it  only  remains  incumbent  upon 
me,  as  the  Publijher,  that  I  fhould  give 
fome  Account  of  my f elf,  and  how  I  came 
by  thefe  Memoirs. . 

It  is  enough  for  the  World  to  know, 
that  I  am  the  Son  of  the  famous  Ifaac 
Bickerjlaff,  Efq;  and  I  hope  they’ll  have 
fome  Regard  for  me  on  my  Father’s  Ac¬ 
count  j  fo  I  addrefs  myfelf  folely  to  the 
Author,  if  alive,  or,  if  dead,  to  his  P hs 
Manibus.  I  have  picked  up,  Sir,  thefe 
your  Memoirs ,  from  a  great  Heap  of  loofe 

■  C  c  Papers, 

*  And  whoever  fo  much  as  thinks  of  giving  it  up 
a  fecond  time,  his  Name  and  Memory  will  ftink  to  all 
Eternity, 
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Papers,  all  wrote  with  your  own  Hand, 
to  which  I  have  made  no  Additions  or 
Alterations,  only  collected  and  connected, 
I  will  not  fay  digested,  what  I  met  with 
in  your  Manufcripts.  I  have  had  little  or 
no  Regard  to  Symmetry  in  Time,  what  I 
wanted  was  good  Senfe  more  than  Chrono¬ 
logy  ;  fo  the  Facts  are  related,  in  regard 
only  to  the  Time  of  your  own  Life  as 
they  happened,  and,  I  am  fure,  that  I 
have  had  more  Trouble  in  collecting  and 
connecting  than  you  had  in  remarking 
them,  which  you  did  only  for  your  own 
Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  ;  fo  I  Shall  make 
no  farther  Apology  for  publishing  them  to 
the  World ;  which  is  divided  into  three 
Tribes,  under  whofe  Cognizance  an  Au¬ 
thor  Stands  or  falls,  viz. 

The  Frowns  or  Favour  of  the  Great ; 

The  Applaufe  ox  Cenfure  of  the  Criticks ; 

or,  how  the  People  in  general  Stand  af- 
fcCted.  The  only  Apology  that  I  have  to 
make  is  to  yourfelf  for  throwing  thefe 
loofe,  crude,  and  indigested  Conceptions 
(as  you  are  pleafed  to  call  them)  naked  as 

they 


\ 
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they  are  into  the  World,  without  your 
Leave. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  firft  Clafs,  I  have  a 
Lord,  and  a  great'9 Lord  too,  who  has 
promifed  me  to  accept  of  a  Dedication , 
which  would  have  ferved  moie  propeily 
for  a  Prologue  than  Epilogue  -,  but  I  am 
fo  fond  of  it  myfelf, \  that  I  cannot  forbear 

giving  it  you  ^  and  here  it  goes. 

My  Lord, 

X  F  I  was  to  defcribfi  the  many  political 
JL  Tranlabtions,  as  Well  in  ecclefiaftical 
as  civil  Affairs,  of  your  Great  Fore¬ 
fathers  ;  the  great  and  glorious  martial 
Atchievements  of  your  noble  Anceftors  > 
and  the  Source  of  your  mod  noble  Family, 
they  muft  fwell  into  a  Volume  as  big 
as  Baker’s  Chronicles ;  but  tranfcendent 
above  all  your  Ancejlors  is  your  Lordjhip’ s 
great  perfonal  Honour,  profound  Learn¬ 
ing.  and  inexpreffible  Merit,  fo  very  con_ 
fpicuous  and  exten five,  that  no  Language, 
even  the  mod  copious  in  the  World,  can 
find  Words  to  exprels  your  Lordfhip’s  real 

C  c  2  Ho- 
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Honour  and  Merit.  - Wherefore _ . 

I  mud  be  filent.  So  you  fee,  we  {hall 
efcape,  and  fave  Ourfelves  on  this  Side. 

If  the  Criticks  begin  to  fnarl.  I’ll  leave 
them  to  you,  and  (if  you  are  alive)  per¬ 
haps  we  may  reap  the  Benefit  of  it,  by 
your  anfwering  them ;  for  when  Thieves 
and  Rogues  fall  out ,  honef  Men  come  to 
their  own. 

% 

As  for  the  third  Clafs,  they  are  quite 
out  of  our  Sphere ,  beneath  our  Notice, 
for  it  is  only  fhooting  a  Parcel  of  Small- 
fhot  amongfi;  the  Multitude ,  and  they’ll 
dilperfe  immediately,  and  run  away  to 
leave  you  on  the  Field  of  Battle :  In  like 
manner  as  you  have  pleafed  yourfelf  in 
writing  thefe  Memoirs ,  w'hy  fhould  I  not 
take  the  fame  Liberty  in  pleating  myfelf 
by  publifhing  them  ? 

For  whatever  Difpleafure  I  may  incur 
irom  you,  I  fhall  make  no  other  Apology 
than  to  tell  the  World,  that  I  have  been 
Intimately  acquainted  with  you,  ever  fince 

you 


*  . 


\  / 

'  >  I  r 

of  his  Own  L I F  E-T I M  E .  389 

you  have  had  the  leaft  Remembrance  of 
yourfelf,  fifty  Years  and  upwards,  and  I 
have  Vanity  enough  to  think,  that  I  know 
you,  intus  &  in  cute ,  as  well,  if  not  better 
than  you  do  yourfelf.  I  am  fine,  had  ! 
met  with  thefe  Memoirs  in  the  barbarous, 
rude,  or  moft  civilized,  polite  Countries, 

I  ffiould  have  known  the  Man ,  without 
having  one  Letter  of  his  Name  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  he  mull  be  a  very  complete 
Limner  indeed,  who  can  draw  his  own 
Picture  to  an  exact  Likenefs,  when  he  can 
ofily  fit  to  it  by  Reflexion,  as  in  a  Look— 
jjig.glafs :  But  it  is  a  gieaiei  and  much 
more  difficult  Talk,  though  infinitely 
more  ufeful  to  Mankind,  to  delineate 
Human  Nature  and  Human  Art ,  in  fuch 
Lights  and  Colours  as  Mankind  may  be 
able  to  read,  and  fee  themfelves  fo  clearly 
as  to  difcover  the  innumerable  Snares  that 
are  laid  for  them,  as  well  by  the  Paffions 
and  Foibles  of  humanNature ,  as  thofe 
laid  for  them  by  human  Art,  fo  as  to  en¬ 
deavour,  to  the  utmofi;  of  their  Power 
and  Ability,  to  avoid  fplitting  on  the  Rock 
in  the  Courfe  of  human  Life. 

C  c  3  I 
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I  have  often  heard  you  fay,  That  the 
Mind  is  formed  by  Genius  and  Educa-, 
ft  on , 

Genius,  at  its  firft  Formation,  de¬ 
pends  chiefly  on  the  Quantity,  Quality, 
and  Circulation  of  the  animal  spirits, 
when  there  s  no  wrong  Organization  of 
the  Solids  ;  and  by  its  fecond  Formation, 
Education ,  which  is  only  a  due  Cultiva¬ 
tion  of  that  Genius ,  whilft  it  is  in  its  in¬ 
fant  State,  capable  of  being  moulded,  and 
turned  into  an  infinite  Number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Shapes :  So  you  call  Genius ,  hu- 
man  Nature,  the  W  ork  of  the  Almighty 
Author  of  Nature  ;  and  Education,  human 
Art,  the  Work  ol  Alan :  Thefe  two,  you 
fay,  form  the  Mind  }  and  you  are  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  Dif cafes  op  the  Mind  may 
be  as  rationally  accounted  for,  from  thele 
known  Caufes,  as  the  DifeaJ'es  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy  can  be  accounted  for,  from  the  Quan¬ 
tity,  Quality,  and  Circulation  of  the 
Flood  in  the  animal  Oeconomy  •  for  that 
the  animal  Spirits  are  looner  affedted,  and 
more  ienfibiy  altered  by  Change  of  Air, 

Diet, 
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Diet,  &c.  at  leaft  more  vifibly  altered, 

than  the  Blood,  from  which  they  are  fe- 
creted  ;  and  I  have  remarked,  in  your  'Ob. 
fervations  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  publdhed 
in  the  Year  1725,  wherein  you  fay,  Page 

38,  that, 

“You  moll  heartily  regretted  the  Lofs 
«  0f  a  Camelion,  which  you  kept  alive  for 
«  fome  Months,  which  afforded  you  Mat- 
cc  ter  of  Speculation  in  your  melancholy 
cc  Hours,  by  evidently  demonftrating  to 
“  you,  the  Sympathy  betwixt  the  Soul  and 
“  the  Body  ;  for  according  to  the  different 
«  Paffions  you  raifed  in  the  Mind,  tne 
«  Body  changed  immediately  into  different 
“  Colours’;  When  it  was  perfectly  pleafed, 
“  it  was  of  a  beautiful  light  Green,  and 
‘i  the  whole  Body,  Tail  and  all,  appealed 
tranfparent ;  when  ddpieafod,  01  veiy 
(l  angry,  of  a  dark,  cloudy  Colour,  and 
cc  the  Body  and  Tail  perfectly  opake ; 
“  and,  according  to  the  intermediate  Pai- 
cc  flonS)  from  the  one  extreme  to  the 
c<  other,  fo  were  the  intermediate  Colours 
t<  formed  beautiful  to  Admiration. 

C  c  4 
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This  Animal  afforded  Subjedl-matter 
for  fublime  Speculation,  and  ocular  De¬ 
mount  ation,  to  ihew  the  natural  Sympa¬ 
thy  betwixt  Soul  and  Body. 

A  n  d  I  have  likewife  frequently  heard 
you  fay,  that  you  could  rationally  and 
mechanically  account  for  the  Variety  and 
Diver  fity  of  Tempers  and  Humours  of  the 
Mind,  with  their  different  Diftempers 
even  unto  Death,  by  what  you  call  Mor¬ 
bus  Ammcz ,  and  particularly  account  for 
the  Diverfity  of  your  own  Temper,  and 
Variety  or  Humour,  (and  I  am  fure  none 
evci  had  a  greater)  from  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  natural  Caufes,  and  their  Effects : 
At  the  fame  time  I  muft  do  you  the  Ju- 
ftice  to  acknowledge,  that  I  always  found 
the  fundamental  Maxims  in  your  Way  of 

thinking  uniform,  and  unalterably  the 
fame. 

^  °u  have  likewife  been  pleafed  to  tell 
u>,  that,  fiom  the  long  Experience  and 
Pmdticc  you  have  had,  in  fo  many  diffe¬ 
rent  Countries  in  the  d'ormd  Zone ,  you 

have 


\ 
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have  known  more  People  die  of  Difeafes 

of  the  Mind,  which  you  call  the  Soul, 

than  of  Difeafes  of  the  Bodv.  It’s  certain, 

* 

there’s  a  natural,  certain,  and  conftant 
Sympathy  betwixt  the  Soul  and  the  Body, 
and,  when  the  Source  and  original  Caufe 
of  the  Difeafe  proceeds  from  the  Mind, 
the  Body  is  likewife  affedted,  and  fuffers  of 
courfe,  as  lymptomatical  Effects  only ;  and* 
vice  versa,  from  the  Body  to  the  Soul, 

even  unto  Death. 

* 

k.  v  4‘ 

/  . 

Now  fuppofe  I  fliould  afk  you,  How 
the  Soul  actuates  upon  the  Body  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  Sympathy  ?  Why  !  the  Que- 
ftion  is  as  abfurd,  as  to  afk  the  Caufe  that 
produces  centripetal  Motion,  or  magnetic 
Attraction,  of  which  we  have  ocular  De- 
monftration,  the  Caufe  occult,  as  yet  on¬ 
ly  known  to  the  Almighty  Author  of 
Nature. 

B  y  your  loofe  Papers,  amongft  your 
medicinal  Obfervations,  I  find  that  you 
frequently  make  ufe  of  the  following  Ex- 
preflion,  in  a  great  many  different  Cafes. 

The 


A* .  .rWhJ! VJ'  f  .  •  v 


3 94  Hou stoun’j  Memoirs 


The  Source  and  original  Caufe  of  this 
Difeafe  proceeds  entirely  from  the  Mind, 
and  thofe  are  only  fymptomatical  Effects 
which  appear  and  affedt  the  Body. 

I  f  , 

Dato  morbo  invenire  remedium  ; 


And  then  follows  the  Ratio  and  pradtical 
Obfervation  ;  and  there’s  particularly  one 
Scrap  of  Paper,  which  to  me  looks  like 
the  T itle-page  of  a  Treatife  of  this  Nature, 
giving  an  Account  of  the  various  Difeafes 
of  the  Mind ,  with  their  Caufes,  Symptoms, 
and  Effedts  on  the  human  Body. 


Morbi  Animee ,  tam  e  Nervorum  flui- 
dis  ab  exceffu,  Spirituum  animalium , 
circulations  nimice,  eorumque  defeStu 
circulationis  parvee^  quam  e  Nervo - 
rum  folidis,  Fibrce  rigidce  &  ten  fee  y 
laxee  &  debilis :  &  De  Morbis  hide 
oriundis. 


But,  to  underfhnd  human  Nature 
thoroughly  requires  great  Study  and  Ap¬ 
plication,  as  well  as  great  Penetration  and 
Sagacity. 


>I,H  fc.  I  .  ^ 
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A  n  d  to  underftand  human  Art.  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  trace  it  thro’  all  its  Turnings 
and  Windings,  into  an  infinite  Number  of 
different  Shapes,  requires  a  great  deal 
more  Knowledge,  than  the  mere  Study  of 
the  animal  Oeconomy  and  Literature,  and 
to  be  learnt  only  from  a  clear  Underffand- 
ing,  found  Judgment,  and  Obl'ervations  in 
tire  Courfe  of  human  Life. 

W  H  e  n  Genius  exerts  itfelf  without  the 
lead;  Education ,  you  call  it  the  primitive 
State  of  Nature;  for  there  can  be  no  Edu¬ 
cation  without  Genius ,  but  there  may  be 
Genius  without  Education ;  and  then  you 
call  in  the  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to  your 
Affiflance, 

Adjicere  jam  liceret”  (fays  the  great 
and  immortal  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  in  his 
Philofophice  Naturalis  Principia  Ma¬ 
thematical  at  the  Conclufion  of  that 
inimitable  Work)  “  nonnulla  de  fpiri- 
“  tu  quodam  fubtiliffimo  corpora  craf- 
“  fa  pervadente,  et  in  iifdem  latente ;  cu- 
“  jusyi  et  adionibus  particular  corporum 

I  ‘‘  ad 
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‘‘  ad  minimas  diflantias  fe  mutuo  attra- 
“  hunt,  et  contigusc  facta;  coherent  j  et  cor- 
“  pora  Eleftrica  agunt  ad  diflantias  majo- 
“  res,  tam  repellendo  quam  attrahendo 
“  corpufcula  vicina,  et  Lux  emittitur,  re- 
"  fledlitur,  refringitur,  infiedlitur,  et  cor- 
*c  pora  calefacit ;  et  fenfatio  omnis  excita- 
<c  tur,  et  membra  animalium  ad  volunta- 
c£  temmoventur,  vibrationibus  fcilicethujus 
te  Spiritus  per  folida  nervorum  capillamen- 
“  ta,  ab  externis  fenfuum  organis  ad  cere- 
<c  brum  et  a  cerebro  in  mufculos  propaga- 
“  tis  :  (And  that  incomparable  Gentleman 
concludes)  c‘  Sed  hsc  paucis  exponi  non 
“  poflunt ;  neque  adefl  fufficiens  copia 

Experimentorum,  quibus  leges  aftionum 
t£  hujus  Spiritus  accurate  determinari  et 
“  demonftrari  debent.” 

What  Pity  it  is,  that  this  great  Man 
did  not  apply  himfelf  to  the  Study  of  Me¬ 
dicine ,  and  the  animal  0 economy  ;  for  from 
him  we  fhould  have  learnt  more  of  the 
Laws  of  Nature,  reduced  to  a  regular 
Mathematical  Syflem,  according  to  this 
Specimen  he  has  left  us,  than  from  alt  the 

■  ■  World 
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World  befide,  till  there  rifes  up  a  fecond 
Newton,  to  apply  himfelf  to  this  Study  : 
At  lead  we  fhould  have  had  no  Occafion 
lor  your  Efj'ay  on  Genius  and  Education . 

The  indefatigable  and  learned  Dr.  Boer- 
haave ,  (that  Helluo  Librorum)  has  gone 
fome  length  this  Way ;  but  I  am  forry 
that  he  broke  off  fo  abruptly,  I  fancy 
through  Sicknefs  or  Death :  And  what 
loofe  Thoughts  I  have  got  of  yours,  a- 
mongd  your  Memoirs,  on  this  Subjedt,  I 
vow  and  proted,  if  you  don’t  overcome 
that  damned  Indolence,  (your  old  Compaq 
nion,  only  whenNeceffity  or  fome  whim- 
fical  Humour  rouzes  you,  and  obliges 
you  to  fliake  her  off  for  a  Time),  and 
make  what  Hade  you  can  to  diged  them 
into  fome  Method,  and  nothing  but  Death 
{hall  excufe  you,  I’ll  fend  them  the  fame 
Way  with  your  Memoirs ,  dark  naked  as 
they  are  at  prefent,  into  the  World,  to 
ihift  for  themfelves,  Scots  like ;  which  per¬ 
haps  may  incite  fome  more  able  and  wil¬ 
ling  Hand  to  fay  fomething  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  on  that  glorious  Subjedt .  For  my  own 
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Part,  I  muff  acknowledge,  that  I  have 
pickt  up,  even  from  thofe  loofe,  indigefted 
Scraps  of  yours,  fome  Knowledge,  and 
Oblervations  on  human  Nature ,  that  may 
prove  very  ufeful  and  advantageous  in  the 
Courfe  and  Conduct  of  human  Life,  which 
I  was  an  entire  Stranger  to,  before  I  had 
the  Hints  from  you  ;  but,  as  I  am  no  com¬ 
petent  Judge  in  thefe  Affairs,  I  fhall  only 
fay,  that  a  Treatife  on  this  Subject,  from 
an  able  Hand,  would  be  of  great  Benefit 
to  Mankind,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the 
Support  of  Society. 

So,  pray  Sir,  do  you  think  that  you 
could  know  your  own  abortive  Concep¬ 
tions,  if  you  were  to  fee  them  again  ? 
Well !  it  is  your  own  Brat,  your  very 
Likenefs  :  Tho’  I  took  it  up  a  Foundling, 
I’ll  nurfe  it  a  little  for  old  Acquaintance 
fake,  and,  as  foon  as  it  can  walk  alone, 
I’ll  fend  it  abroad  to  fhift  for  itfelf,  like 
its  Papa.  I  have  likewife  got  your  Creed \ 
lajl  Will  and  ‘Tejlament,  Epitaph ,  &c. 

I  would  have  you  keep  the  Creed , 

for 
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for  your  own  private  Ufe,  till  you  find 
it  of  more  Benefit  and  Service  for  the  Pub- 
lick  than  thofe  they  have  got  already ; 
and,  as  for  your  Lafl  Will  arid  cLeftamenti  I 
would  likewife  advife  you  to  keep  that  too, 
till  you  get  fome  Mexican  Dollars,  to  an- 
fwer  the  Difpofition  and  good  Intention 
of  the  Will ,  for  the  World  feems  not  in¬ 
clined  at  prefent  to  take  your  Word  for  it ; 
in  mean  time  I’ll  give  them  your  Epitaph 
gratis ,  to  be  infcrib’d  on  your  Tomb-ftone. 

IIANTOKPATflP. 

Deurn  plus  adoravi,  £> 'ui  eft  : 
Intelligere  de  Deo  unice  volui  idtJ 
^  uod  Deus  de  Je  intelligit : 

Eo  contentus  ultra  nihil  requift'vi 
ne  Idololatrid  errare. 

Ens  Entium  / 

Miferere  Mei  l 

In  fine,  the  Inference,  which  I  can 
draw  from  the  Whole,  is,  that  the  only 
great  and  difficult  Tajk,  in  the  Courfe  of 
human  Life ,  is,  to  know  yourfelf ;  this 
Nofcefte-ipfum  is  the  grand  Secret  of  Life; 

for 
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for  the  whole  C.'ourfe  of  Life  is  only  one 
continual  Struggle  between  our  Reafon 
and  our  PaJJions ,  which  fhall  get  the  bet¬ 
ter  ;  the  Paffions  are  fo  ftrong,  the  Under- 
Handing  fo  weak,  and  the  Courfe  of  Life 
fo  very  fhort,  that  we  cannot  poffibly  ar¬ 
rive  to  that  Perfection  only  comparatively, 
fome  nearer  than  others ;  but,  if  you  know 
yonrfelf. \  all  other  Knowledge  comes  in 
courfe  by  Application,  and  confequently 
you’ll  very  foon  difcover,  that 

4  * 

Phe  World's  a  Bubble,  and  all  things  Jhew  it  -y 
1  thought  fo  once ,  at  lajl  I  knew  it. 

You  have  had  this  thought  of  Mr. 
Gay ;  you  have  altered  the  Words,  but  the 
Reafon  continues  ftrong  for  it ;  as  you 
have  divided  the  World  into 

Bubblers  and  Bubblees, 

Hie  aut  Hcec. 

f 

Homo  : 

So  I  conclude  your  Memoirs ,  at  prefent 
with  thefe  Sentiments  of  that  polite  Writer, 
my  Lord  Shaftefbury ,  in  the  firft  Volume 
of  his  Characleri flicks. 


«  The 
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“The  only  Method  which  can  juftly 
“  qualify  us,  for  this  high  Privilege  of 
“  giving  Advice ,  is  in  the  firft  Place  to 
«  receive  it  ourfelves ,  with  due  Submit 
“  fion,  where  the  Publick  has  vouch- 
“  fafed  to  give  it  us  by  Authority ;  and 
tc  if  in  our  private  Capacity,  we  can 
*c  have  Refolution  enough  to  criticile 
“  ourfelves,  and  call  in  queftion  bur  high 
“  Imaginations,  florid  Defires,  and  lpe- 
“  cious  Sentiments,  according  to  the 
u  Manner  of  Soliloquy  above  prefcribed, 
“  we  fhall,  by  the  natural  Courfe  of 
“  Things,  as  we  grow  wifer,  prove  lels 
“  conceited,  and  introduce  into  our  Cha- 
“  rafter,  that  Modefty,  Condefcenfion, 

“  and  Juft  Humanity,  which  is  eflential 
“  to  the  Succefs  of  all  friendly  Counfel 
“  and  Admonition  j  ail  honeft,  horne 
“  Philofophy  muft  teach  us  the  whole- 
“  fome  Praftice  within  ourfelves ;  polite 
“  Reading  and  Coriverfe  with  Mankind 
“  of  the  better  Sort  will  qualify  us  for 
u  what  remains.” 

D  d  Now 
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Now  you  fee  Mr.  Bickerftajf  threatens 
me  very  hard,  if  I  don’t  continue  my 
Memoirs,  that  he  will  publi.lh.what  loofe 
Papers  he  has  of  mine  in  his  Plands ;  I 
know  the  Man  well  j  though  he  fays  he 
was  born  in  England ,  I  dare  fay  he  is 
of  Scotch  Extract,  for  he  is  d-mn-d  Po- 
Jitive ;  if  he  fays  he’ll  do  it,  he  certainly 
will  do  it ;  therefore  I  think  it  more 
advifeable  for  me,  to  publilh  them  my-  » 
lelf :  It  is  true,  that  lie  has  made  a  to- 

i 

lerable  good  Apology  for  himfelf,  which 
has  put  me  upon  my  Mettle  to  make  an 
Apology  for  myfelf,  as  Example  is  infi¬ 
nitely  ftronger  than  Precept,  and  Virtue 
appears  more  beautiful,  when  it  enters 
into  Contraft  with  Vice.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  the  judicious  Reader  will  be  able 
to  draw  fome  good  moral  Reflections 
from  the  whole,  and  though  it  fhould 
be  at  my  Coft,  I  am  pleafed,  fo  I’ll  e’en 
jogg  on  to  the  End  of  my  Journey. 

I  left  'Jamaica ,  that  Den  of  Th-v-s, 
flickered  under  their  own  Wings  by 

Authority 
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Authority  among  themfelves,  not  in  a 
clandeftine  Manner,  by  Stealth,  as  it 
was  malicioufly  and  villainoufly  report¬ 
ed,  to  murder  my  Character  at  Home, 
as  they  had  done  Abroad,  for  I  put  up 
my  Name  in  the  Secretary’s-Office,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Law  and  Cuftom  of  the 
Country,  fome  Months  before  I  left  the 
Illand,  and  Nobody  offered  to  under¬ 
write  me ;  I  embarked  publickly  at 
Noon-day  on  board  the  Ship  Shi  rely, 
with  the  Governor’s  Certificate  and  Palf- 
port,  and  arrived  fafe  in  London ,  in  the 
Year  1747.  This  was  gaining  a  Point 
by  the  Jamaica  People,  and  what  they 
had  aimed  at  for  fome  Time ;  for  there 
was  then  owing  to  me  in  the  Ifland  of 
Jamaica  2200  /.  that  Currency,  and  I 
fued,  and  had  obtained  a  Verdict  (See 
PaS-  323-)  againft  one  of  their  Grandees 
for  1600/.  who  muftered  up  all  his 
Strength  and  Forces  to  ruin  me  and 
force  me  off  the  Ifland ;  fo  thus  difabled 
to  get  rid  of  me  at  any  Rate,  for  I 
am  fure  I  did  not  owe  200  /.  in  all  the 

D  d  2  Ifland  3 
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Ifland ;  fo  they  get  clear  by  me  2000  /. 
by  Balance,  nor  do  I  expect  ever  to 
recover  a  Shilling,  unlefs  I  could  catch 
that  Grandee  Judge  Manning.,  out  of  his 
Den  in  IVeJlminJler-Hall,  I  would  foon 
fhew  him  the  Difference ;  or  if  I  could 
have  laid  hold  on  their  late  Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral  and  Executioner  Fenny,  an  Action 
for  falfe  Imprifonment  would  have  lain 
againft  him,  as  I  am  well  advifed  by 
Counfel  learned  in  the  Law  j  or  if  I 
could  find  a  proper  Method  of  moving 
the  Caufe,  from  the  Courts  of  ‘Jamaica 
to  England ;  for  there  is  no  fuch  Thing 
as  carrying  on  a  Profecution  againft 
lawlefs  People  at  fuch  a  Diftance,  who 
have  the  Power  in  their  own  Hands, 
which  is  well  known  and  fufficiently 
felt  by  Thoufands  as  well  as  myfelf ;  for 
I  dare  fay,  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica  is 
indebted  fome  Hundreds  of  Thoufands 
of  Pounds  to  the  Cities  of  London,  Bri- 
Jlol  and  Liverpoole,  &c.  which  on  Ba¬ 
lance  of  Accounts  will  amount  to  a 
greater  Sum  than  would  purchafe  the 

whole 
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whole  Ifland,  Effects  and  all,  as  it  now 
ftands ;  which  may  be  eafily  made  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  Merchants  Books ;  as  for 
my  own  Part,  I  would  not  give  an  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  for  a  Debt  of  a  Thoufand 
of  the  beft  Man  in  Jamaica,  unlefs  he 
was  willing  to  pay  it ;  for  there  are  fe- 
veral  able  enough  if  they  were  willing. 
I  heard  one  of  their  Grandees ,  who  was 
Prefident  of  the  Council  and  Governor 
for  the  Time  being,  (as  there  was  no 
Governor  at  that  Time  appointed  from 
England)  talking  about  getting  a  Gen¬ 
tleman,  well  verfed  in  the  Law  and 
Cuftoms  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to 
fit  as  Chancellor,  or  Affeffor  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  as  Chancellor;  No,  (fays  he) 
that  will  never  do.  How  fhall  we  then 
be  able  to  ferve  our  Friends  ?  For  in 
that  Country  they  are  generally  divided 
into  Fa6tions,  or  Parties,  the  one  called 
the  Governor’s  Party,  the  other  the 
Country  Party,  and  they  follow  one 
another  like  a  String  of  wild  Geefe,  and 
ftick  clofe  as  Glue,  Right  or  Wrong ,  all 

D  d  3  is 
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is  turned  into  Party  Affairs,  which  they 
endeavour  to  do  in  every  Thing  that 
comes  on  the  Carpet  ;  fo  when  the  Go¬ 
vernor  fhews  himfelf  a  Gentleman  of 
Spirit  (as  they  call  it)  efpecially,  when 
lie  has  fucked  in  the  yamaica  Air  for  a 
long  Time,  which  contaminates  the 
Mind,  by  bringing  Cu  tom  into  a  fe- 
cond  Nature,  more  particularly  when 
creolized.,  his  Party  mint  always  prevail, 
for  his  Power  is  great,  and  as  absolute 
as  the  Grand  Mogul  for  the  Time  being; 
he  can  dillolve  the  Alfembly,  place  and 
difplace  Judges,  without  alligning  any 
Caufe  to  them  for  fo  doing,  and  fuf- 
pend  all  Officers,  civil  or  military,  till 
his  Majefty’s  Pleafure  is  known ;  he 
does  it  firft  and  anfwers  for  it  after¬ 
wards  ;  there  was  one  of  the  Country 
Party,  a  Man  of  Credit  and  Reputa¬ 
tion  among  them,  told  me  that  he  was 
heartily  forry  for  the  bad  Treatment 
and  Sufferings  I  had  met  with,  but  in 
the  main,  fays  lie,  I  am  glad  of  it,  for 
it  is  fuch  a  crying  Injuftice  and  Iniquity, 

6  it 
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it  mull  undo  them,  tney’il  hang  them- 
felves,  give  them  but  Rope  enough :  a 
fine  Compliment  to  me,  to  hang  me 
fiift,  who  was  innocent,  and  of  no 
diftinguilhed  Party,  that  they  fhould 
hang  themfelves  afterwards.  It  is  true, 
the  Governor  turned  out  all  the  Judges 
who  gave  Judgment  for  me,  the  whoie 
Bench,  except  Judge  Manning  himfelf, 
and  the  Attorney  General  brought  a 
Bill  of  Exceptions  (See  p.  318,  319.) 
and  next  Court  they  had  a  new  Set  of 
their  own  chufing,  who  anfwered  the 
Purpofe  effectually,  by  accompliihing  my 
Ruin.  (See  from  p.316,  to  350.)  There 
is  no  Stand  can  be  made  now-a-days 
againft  the  Governor’s  Party  in  Jamaica, 
for  they  have  got  no  Leader  of  any 
Confequence  to  head  them,  fo  they  car¬ 
ry  their  Protection  about  with  them, 
and  all  Things  before  them  fwimmingly, 
according  to  their  old  ftanding  Maxim 

Shew  me  the  Man,  and  T ll  Jheivyou  the  Law . 

D  d  4  Under 
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Under  thcfe  Preffures  and  Diftrac- 
tions  of  Mind,  ftruggling  hard  to  ex¬ 
tricate  myfelf  from  fuch  a  heavy  Load 
of  Oppreffion;  and  a  long  Series  of 
Misfortunes  and  cruel  Difappointments, 
as  you  will  fee  by  thefe  Memoirs,  which 
no  human  Prudence  could  forelee,  or 
prevent,  for  the  Burden  of  Debt  to  un¬ 
fortunate  and  ggnerous  Souls,  when  it 
is  not  in  their  Power  to  fatisfy,  is  the 
worft  of  all  Tyrants  to  the  human 
Mind  ;  but  thefe  Difficulties  furmount- 
ed  give  double  Pleaffire,  for  the  true 
iJfe  and  real  Value  of  Money  is  only 
known  by  the  Want  of  it :  but  I  do 
own  the  Experience  as  too  dear  bought 
at  the  Height  of  Milery,  and  Poverty 
crowns  it. 

The  only  Relief,  Comfort,  and  Com- 
pofure  of  Mind,  I  found,  was  Retire¬ 
ment  into  a  little  Hermit’s  Cell  in  the 

»  t 

Country  with  my  Books  ;  as  Cicero  ob- 
ferves,  Jldverjis  folatium  et  perfugium  pre- 
benf,  jiudia  fenedlutem  deledlant>  pc  moot  ant 

nobifcim, 
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mbifcum,  peregrinantur,  rujlicantur ,  &c. 
for  I  ftill  retain  that  Vanity  to  like  few 
Companies  better  than  my  own ;  fo  if 
I  cannot  be  fet  to  my  lfking,  I  retire 
•within  myfelj  with  Pleafure,  for  fecum 
#>  et  fecum  vivere  is  a  Pleafure  that 
yery  few  know  or  enjoy ;  for  Solitude 
and  Retirement  are  the  proper  Seafons 
in  which  the  Fund  of  Refledtion  is  ex¬ 
panded  :  and  here,  indeed,  I  had  a  large 
and  beautiful  Field  to  go  upon,  for  my 
long  Ahfence  from  the  Republic  of  Let¬ 
ters,  in  Countries  where  few  or  none  of 
that  Republic  were  to  be  found,  gave 
me  great  Pleafure  to  find  the  Improve¬ 
ments  that  had  been  made  in  my  Ab  - 
fence,  and  digefted  into  a  regular,  con- 
cife  Method  of  Study :  I  found  Divinity 
reduced  to  a  regular,  rational,  and  in¬ 
telligible  Syftem,  purged  of  its  fuperflu- 
ous  Jargon  and  hyperbolical  Myileries, 
and  made  a  Science  agreeable  to  our 
Reafon,  amiable  to  our  Under  Handing, 
conformable  to  the  Laws  and  Religion 
of  Nature  and  focial  Virtue,  in  thefe 
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ineftimable  Difcourfes  of  the  learned 
and  honeft  Dr.  Fofier,  in  the  Firft  Vo¬ 
lume  of  his  Works,  and  the  whole  Ec- 
clefiaftic  Hiftory,  from  the  Rife  ofChrifti- 
amty  to  be  continued  to  the  prefent  Rime, 
digefted  with  great  Accuracy  and  Learn- 
ing,  clear  Underftanding  and  found 
Judgment,  by  the  accurately  learned  Mr. 
Bower ;  wherein  we  may  learn  how  the 
Church,  by  their  refined  Policy  in  con¬ 
triving  their  fubtle  Artifices  and  In¬ 
trigues,  in  carrying  on  their  confum- 
mate  Villainy,  and  executing  their  De- 
figns,  laid  the  Foundation  for  gralping 
at  overgrown  Power,  and  Authority, 
and  univerfal  Dominion,  and  Slavery, 
over  the  Minds  as  well  as  Bodies  and 
Eftates  of  Mankind;  as  wide  as  the 
Earth  could  not  bound  them,  they  ex¬ 
tended  their  Power  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  nay,  above  all,  that  is  God , 
veiled  with  the  Plenitude  of  all  Power  both 
Spiritual  and  temporal ;  and,  which  is  re¬ 
markable,  never  one  of  them  loll,  or 
parted  with  an  Inch  gained  by  their 

Predeceflors, 


of  his  Own  Life-time.  411 

Predeceifors,  conftantly  acquiring  and 
adding  to  their  Power  and  Grandeui, 
according  to  their  different  Abilities  and 
Capacities,  tying  the  Hands  of  their 
Succeffors  by  the  irreverfibie  Entail  of 
Divine  Right,  interlarded  with  the  molt 
horrid  Scenes  of  Cruelty,  Bloodfhed  and 
Slaughter  in  executing  their  Defigns, 
which  refiedt  Difgrace  on  Human  Na¬ 
ture  itfelf,  or  rather  on  that  Religion 
which  has  diverted  Human  Nature  of 
all  its  Humanity,  and  taught  its  Vota¬ 
ries  to  third  after  the  Blood  of  thofe 
who  profefs  any  other. 

Cum  fueris  Romce  romano  vivito  more. 

Cum  fueris  alibi  vivito  more  Iocs. 

But  every  Man  s  Reafon  is  every  Rian  s 
Oracle ,  and  he  that  follows  that  Guide 
in  the  fearch  of  T’ruth,  will  have  a 

4 

much  better  Plea  to  make,  whenever  or 
wherever  called  to  account,  than  he  who 
has  refigned  himfelf  either  deliberately 
or  inadvertently  to  any  Authority  upon 

Earth ; 
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Earth  j  for,  “  Where  Myftery  begins 
“  Religion  ends,  an  Apophthegm  of  the 
honeft  Dr.  Fojier,  which  likewife  holds 
true  in  all  Pi  ofeffions  where  IVfyfteries 
begin,  Profeffions  end  in  Impofture  and 
Delufion. 

Physic  owes  no  lefler  Obligation  to 
the  great  and  famous  Dr.  Boerhaave ,  who 
has  purged  the  Body  of  all  its  bombaft 
Jargon,  chimerical  Notions,  and  thero- 
retical  Whimlies,  and  reduced  it  into  a 
regular,  rational,  and  intelligible  Syftem, 
in  his  Infhtutes  and  jlphorijbis^  which 
were  the  Balls  of  his  Daily  Academic 
Leftures,  publifhed,  and  explained  at 
large  by  that  ingenious  Gentleman  Ge¬ 
rardus  Van  Swieten,  M.  D.  a  Difciple  of 
his,  as  he  had  them,  viva  voce ,  from 
the  learned  and  indefatigable  Author. 

There  is  nothing  more  certain,  as  we 
ice  by  daily  Experience,  that  the  Ipon- 
taneous  Recovery  of  Patients,  who 
efcape  merely  by  the  Force  of  Nature, 

and 


of  his  Own  Life-time.  413 

and  even  fometimes  in  Oppofition  to 
Medicines  wrongly  adminiftered,  when 
the  Effect  is  afcribed  to  the  Medicines 
exhibited,  which  is  doing  fomething ,  as 
they  call  it,  worfe  than  nothing  ;  for  if 
this  was  not  the  Cafe,  the  innumerable 
different  Theories  and  Practices  founded 
thereon,  diametrically  oppofite  one  to 
another,  would  expire  in  their  Infancy 
for  Want  of  Succefs,  for  one  only  can 
be  right,  which  is  to  follow  the  Indica¬ 
tions  and  Dictates  of  Nature,  as  the 
Prince  of  Phyficians,  Hippocrates ,  rightly 
obferves,  “It  is  Nature  which  cures 
“  Diftempers  by  a  Concoction  of  Humours^ 
as  he  terms  it,  which  is  only  their  Pre¬ 
paration  for  a  fubfequent  Difcharge,  to 
throw  off  the  morbific  Matter  by  fome 
fpontaneous  Evacuation,  which  is  the 
Crifis  much  celebrated  and  obferved  by 
all  Phyficians  of  Knowledge  both  Anci¬ 
ent  and  Modern ;  fo  that  the  whole  Bufi- 
nefs  of  a  Phyfician  is  to  watch  the 
Motions  of  Nature,  by  no  Means  di- 
Iturbing  her  in  her  Operations  of  con¬ 
cocting 
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cotang  and  expelling  the  Humours, 
by  attempting  any  Thing  of  Confe- 
quence,  whilft  he  is  only  permitted  to 
prevent,  if  poffible,  by  a  proper  Regimen, 
thofe  Accidents  which  he  forefees  by 
Symptoms  may  happen  and  prove  dan¬ 
gerous,  or  to  alllft  Nature,  by  gentle 
Means,  to  complete  this  critical  Dif- 
charge  when  begun,  provided  her  own 
Foice  is  infufficient  for  that  lalutary 
Purpofe ;  and  the  only  Competition  be¬ 
tween  Superiority  in  Knowledge,  a- 
monglt  Phylicians,  confiffs  in 

Nature  and  I,  again  ft  any  Two, 

Nature  and  I,  againft  Nature  and  You. 

P°  follow  the  Indications  and  Dic¬ 
tates  of  Nature,  when  fire  overalls,  to 
curb,  and  when  fhe  underadts,  to  ftimu- 
late  her,  is  the  whole  ylrs  Medendi  j 
though  it  muft  be  confelfed,  that  fome 
few  are  fo  happy  in  an  unextinguifhable 
Strength  of  Conftitution,  that  they,  even 
at  ialt,  miraculoully  recover  at  any 

Rate  i 
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Rate ;  and  if  the  Patient  fliould  chance 
to  die  of  the  Doctor,  as  I  am  fully  con¬ 
vinced  a  great  many  do,  by  Mal-Prac- 
tice  of  a  pompous  Farrago  of  Medicines, 
Alexipharmics,  Cephalics,  Diaphoretics, 
Emmenagogues,  Febrifuges,  Galactophe- 
rics,  Hypnotics,  Neurotics,  Panchyma- 
rocs.  Quid  pro  quo  in  abundante,  Odon- 
tics,  Rhyptics,  Sarcotics,  Topics,  Xera- 
phics,  cum  innumerabilibus  ablis  S.  A. 
compofitis. 

But  the  only  Efficacy  of  all  this 
Trumpery,  if  not  heaped  one  upon 
another,  is,  Capiat  cum  debito  regime ,  in 
plain  Englifh,  Abftinence :  Ojiagris  dig- 
num  f acinus,  quoinnumeros  perdunt  cegros! 
and  whoever  oppofes  this  pernicious  Prac¬ 
tice,  will  be  fure  to  meet  with  the  whole 
PoJJe  of  Apothecaries,  in  Combination 
with  the  Nurfes,  to  defame  his  Character, 
to  demolifh  him  if  his  Character  is  not 
above  their  Reach, 


When 
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When  the  Friends  come  to  lament 
over  the  Deceafed,  and  find  the  Table 
covered  with  innumerable  Bottles,  Phials^ 
Galtypots,  Boxes,  &c.  with  their  proper 
Signatures,  they  readily  pronounce  him 
a  great,  learned,  and  careful  Doctor, 
for  the  Patient  has  wanted  for  nothing, 
the  Doclor  has  tryed  every  Thing,  and 
nothing  would  do  but  Jlark  Death ;  and 
elpecially  if  there  is  a  good  Fortune  left 
by  the  Deceafed,  the  Heirs  and  Execu¬ 
tors  will  not  grudge  the  Apothecary’s 
Bill,  though  it  fills  feveral  Sheets  of 
Paper.  As  for  my  own  Part  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfic,  I  have  reduced  the 
Materia  Medica  into  a  narrow  Compafs, 
in  a  very  fmall  Bulk,  which  I  find,  by 
long  Experience,  anfwers  all  the  lauda¬ 
ble  Intentions  of  Practice,  equal  to  the 
moll  fwelled  V olumes  of  Difpenfaries. 

When  Foreigners  and  Strangers  come 
to  London ,  by  reading  the  public  News-’ 
Papers,  they  will  find  innumerable  Ad- 
vertifements  of  infallible  Remedies  for 
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there  ;  I  have  tried  Tome  of  thefe  in  my 
own  Pra6tice,  and  found  fome  of  them, 
when  properly  and  judicioufly  applied, 
of  Benefit  to  Mankind ;  but  one  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  of  meddling  with 
fuch  Stuff  not  knowing  the  Compofi* 
tion. 

Asclepiades  was  fo  lenfible  of  this 
even  in  his  Time,  that  in  cracking  his 
Jokes,  he  called  a  Confultation  of  Doc-* 
tors,  a  Meditation  on  Death . 

But  I  am  very  far  from  derogating 
from  that  noble  and  honourable  Profef- 
fion  of  Phyfic,  when  profeffed  by  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Learning,  Candour,  and  Un- 
derftanding,  and  practifed  by  honeff: 
Men  j  as  in  its  primitive  State,  Phyfic, 
Surgery,  and  Pharmacy  was  only  one 
Profeflion,  now-a-days  it  is  turned  into 
three  T’rades,  that  they  may  with  the 
greater  ’Facility  play  into  one  another’s 
Hands  to  prey  upon  the  Patient. 

E  e  x  A2scu- 
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/Esculapius,  Son  of  Menes,  was  a 
Phyfician  and  King  of  Memphis ;  at  the 
fame  Time  his  Brother  Mercurius ,  who 
was  a  Chemift,  reigned  at  'Thebes ,  (from 
him  the  Preparation  and  Name  of  Mer¬ 
cury.)  Hippocrates  was  a  Prince  of  the 
Illand  Coos ;  Galen  was  of  Pergamus ,  co¬ 
temporary  with  Marcellus ;  Julius  Ccefar 
gave  the  Freedom  of  Rome  to  all  who 
profelfed  Medicine,  and  Augujlus  ex¬ 
empted  them  .from  the  Payment  of 
Taxes ;  and  the  Profelfion  of  Phylic  is 
turned  into  a  more  profitable  Trade  in 
England ,  than  in  all  Europe  befide. 

As  for  the  Law,  which  was  originally 
deligned  for  the  Support  of  Society,  and 
inftituted  for  the  Benefit  of  every  Indi¬ 
vidual  of  that  Society,  I  have  learnt  by 
long  and  fatal  Experience,  having  the 
Misfortune  of  being  unhappily  involved 
in  innumerable  Law-Suits  in  the  Courfe 
of  my  Life-time,  that  unavoidably  flow¬ 
ed  in  upon  me,  like  a  Deluge,  fe  defen- 
dcndo,  in  die  Courfe  of  my  Misfortunes, 

the 
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the  greateft  Averfion,  Curfe  and  Plague 
of  my  Life.  That  Law,  as  it  is  now  prac- 
tifed,  is  become  the  greateft  Bane  and 
Nuifance  in  England ,  not  from  any  De¬ 
feat  in  the  Laws  themfelves,  or  W ant  of 
Juftice,  in  the  fupreme  Courts  of  Judi¬ 
cature;  for  the  Laws  are  good,  and  the 
Benches  in  England  never  better  filled 
with  Judges  of  Capacity  and  unimpeacha¬ 
ble  Honour;  and  the  fupreme  Judge  *  is 
of  an  unparallelled  Genius  and  Capacity, 
and  indefatigable  in  Bufinefs  ;  but  they 
are  lurrounded  with  fuch  ail  innumera¬ 
ble  tumultuary  Croud,  the  very  Scum 
and  Dregs  of  the  Earth ;  that  it  is  next 
thing  to  an  Impoffibility  to  get  at  them ; 
for  the  firft  Attempt  muft  be  begun  a- 
mongft  the  lower  Clafs  of  Attorneys, 
Vvhofe  Education,  Morals  and  Ways  of 
Thinking  are  not  much  fuperior  to  the 
loweft  Rank  of  all,  the  Executioners  of 
the  Law,  the  Bailiffs,  and  Jack-catch ; 
and  amongft  this  Peft  of  Makind,  you 

*  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke * 

E  e  2  muft 
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mull  dwell  perhaps  fome  Years,  fpending, 
or  rather  mifpending  your  Time  and 
your  Money  ;  for  you  muft  allow  your 
Pockets  to  be  pickt  daily  by  Confent,  or 
elfe  they’ll  drop  you  at  once ;  and  if  they 
find  that  there  is  nothing  worth  picking, 
you  are  fure  to  meet  with  the  fame  Fate : 
Then  perhaps  you’ll  rife  a  little  higher, 
and  come  nearer  the  Tribunal,  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  a  Solicitor  of  Credit,  as  they 
call  him,  to  ftate  your  Cafe fairly ,  to  be 
laid  before  Counlel ;  that  is  to  fay,  you’ll 
find  one  to  pick  your  Pocket  with  a 
better  Grace,  and  more  Credit,  by  Whole- 
fale,  and  not  by  Retail,  like  the  Petty- 
foggers,  by  bringing  you  in  a  Bill  of 
fome  Hundreds  at  once.  Fees  and  At¬ 
tendance  on  Counfel,  Coach-hire  and 
Attendance  on  Defendant’s  Solicitors, 
and  always  a  great  many  Meetings  be-, 
tween  the  Plaintiff  and  Defendant’s  Law¬ 
yers,  to  accommodate  and  compromife 
Bufinefs  for  the  benefit  of  their  Clients; 
and  thefe  Gentlemen  never  walk  the 
Streets,  but  always  go  in  Coaches,  that 

they 
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they  may  be  more  expeditious  in  the 
Difpatch  of  their  Clients  Bufinefs;  and 
when  they  charge  Coach-hire  ten  Times, 
I’ll  venture  to  fay  they  walk  nine  oi 
thefe  Times  on  Foot ;  and  perhaps  you 
may  at  laft  arrive  at  the  Summit  of  all, 
the  Counfeilors,  Gentlemen  learned  in 


the  Law,  thefe  Wranglers  at  the  Bar, 
where  you  may  hear  Oratory  and  Rneto- 
rick  difplayed  without  any  other  Mean-; 
ing  than  to  amufe :  Chicanry  and  Trick 
advanced  under  the  Colour  and  Figure 
of  Law  and  Juftice,  and  always  with  3 
feeming  fervent  Zeal  for  the  Benefit  of 
their  Clients,  without  one  grain  of 
Sincerity,  farther  than  it  can  contri¬ 
bute  to  their  own  particular  Inter  eft :  a 
very  dry  and  laborious  Study,  which  a 
ffords  no  Pleafure  but  from  the  Pro-? 


fits  arifing  from  the  Pradtice  5  and  may 
be  juftly  ftiled  a  bottomlefs  Gulph:  but 
we  have  a  pregnant  Inftance,  in  his 
prefent  Majefty  of  Prufjia ,  of  the  great 
Benefits  and  Advantages  accruing  to  So¬ 
ciety,  and  particularly  to  his  own  Sub¬ 
jects,  by  curtailing  Procefles  at  Law,  and 
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reducing  the  Law  into  a  concife,  re-?: 
gular,  rational  aud  intelligible  Syftem, 
and  punifhing  the  Litigioufnefs  of  the 
Lawyers. 

cc  History  is,  no  doubt,  the  molt 
“  inftru6live  and  ufeful,  as  well  as  the 
“  molt  entertaining  and  diverting  Part 
of  Literature  ;  more  efpecially  when 
<c  it  is  not  confined  within  the  narrow 
“  Bounds  of  any  particular  Time  or 
“  Place,  but  extends  to  the  Tranfacti- 
<{  ons  of  all  Times  and  Nations.  Works 
“  of  this  Nature,  as  Cicero  rightly  ob- 
“  ferves,  carry  our  Knowledge  beyond 
“  the  valt  and  devouring  Space  of  num- 
“  berlefs  Years,  triumph  over  Time, 
“  and  make  us,  tho’  living  at  an  im- 
menfe  Diftance,  in  a  manner  Eye-wit- 
“  nelfes  to  all  the  Events  and  Revolu- 
“  tions,  which  have  occafioned  fuch 
'c  altonilhing  Changes  in  the  World, 
“  By  thefe  Records  it  is,  that  we  live, 
,c  as  it  were,  in  the  very  Time,  when 
**  the  World  was  created :  we  behold 
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«  how  it  was  governed  in  its  Infancy  ; 

“  when  Mankind  were  in  their  primitive 
«  State  of  Innocency  and  Simplicity  ; 

«  we  fee  the  Neceffity  People  were  un¬ 
it  der  to  form  themfelves  into  Societies, 

«  with  the  Origin,  Rife  and  Progrefs  of 
«  dvil  Government  :  How  Kings  and 
“  Kingdoms  have  rifen,  flourifhed  and 
«  decayed  ;  and  by  what  Steps  tney 
“  brought  upon  themfelves,  then  bind 
“  Ruin  and  Deftruction  :  By  thefe 
“  Means  we  can  penetrate  into  then 
“  Adlions,  and  eafily  diftinguifh  the 
«  virtuous  from  the  vicious,  by  feeing 
«  what  Height  of  Happinefs  Mankind 
«  arrive  at,  under  a  regular  good  Go- 
<e  vernment ;  and  Abyfs  of  Mifei  y  tney 
“  are  plunged  into,  by  a  wicked  bad 
“  one.  From  thefe  and  other  like 
“  Events  occuring  in  Hift^iy,  every 
“  judicious  Reader  may  form  prudent 
«  and  unerring  Rules  for  the  Conduct 
“  of  his  Life,  both  in  private  and  pufc- 
“  lie  Capacity.  In  fhort,  as  Lord  Boling- 
f(  broke  (ays,  the  Love  of  Hiilory  feems 
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“  ihfeparable  from  human  Nature,  be- 
caufe  it  feems  infeparable  from  Self- 
Love,  We  are  fond  of  preferving, 
as  fai  as  it  is  in  our  frail  Power, 
the  Memory  of  our  Adventures,  of 
“  thofe  of  our  own  Time,  and  ofthofe 
c<  that  preceded  it. 

<c  It  is  a  Maxim  founded  on  Truth, 
and  promotive  of  the  Happinefs  of 
Mankind,  that  whatever  is  generally 
ufeful,  fhould  be  generally  known; 
and  therefore,  he  who  propagates  or 
“  promotes  the  Knowledge  of  the  Sci¬ 
ences,  mei  its  the  flrft  Rank  among 
the  benefactors  to  Society  and  the 
Republic  of  Letters.  And  as  the  Be¬ 
nefits  flowing  from  Literature  extend 
to  every  Individual,  from  the  Prince 
on  the  Throne,  to  the  meaneft  Inhabi¬ 
tant  of  a  Cottage,  it  is  no  W onder  that 
v.  w  fhould  abound  with  fuch  a  Mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  Authors  on  every  Branch 
of  Learning.  But  it  is  not  reafona- 
bie  tq  fuppofe  that  every  Ferfon,  who 
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“  defires  to  underhand  the  Sciences, 
“  has  either  Time  or  Capacity  fufficient 
“  to  read  the  different  Authors,  who 
“  have  written  on  that  Subject,  or  Abi- 
“  lity  to  purchafe  the  Number  of  Books, 
“  requifite  for  this  Purpofe  ;  wherefore 
“  we  are  infinitely  obliged  to  a  Society 
“  of  Gentlemen,  who  have  undertaken 
“  effectually  to  remove  this  Difficulty 
“  by  publifliing  an  Hiftory  of  all  Nations 
“  'whatever ,  both  ancient  and  modern , 
“  from  the  ear  lief  Account  of ‘Time ,  to  the 
<c  prefent  Time-,  compiled  from  original 
“  Authors  with  great  Accuracy  and 
“  Learning,  and  digefted  with  found 
“  Judgment  and  Underffanding,  by 
£C  indefatigable  Labour;  a  very  valua- 
“  ble  compleat  hifirorical  Library  of  it- 
“  felf:  And  we  are  likewife  obliged  to 
“  a  Set  of  Gentlemen,  who  have  com- 
“  piled  and  publiffied,  a  compleat  Body 
“  of  Arts  and  Sciences ,  as  they  are  at 
“  prefent  praBifed ,  taught  and  cultivated , 
“  tn  the  Repuplic  of  Letters  ;  a  very 

“  ufeful 
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“  ufefulWork,  intitled  A  New  and  Uni- 
“  verfal  Dictionary.” 

Literature  is  now  improved  and  re¬ 
duced  into  fuch  a  concife  regular  Method 
of  Study,  that  I’ll  venture  to  fay  that 
any  Perfon  applying  himfelf  to  his  Stu¬ 
dies  in  general,  or  to  any  particular 
Branch  of  Literature,  may  acquire  more 
folid  Learning  and  Knowledge,  in  one 
Year,  than  in  antient  Times  in  ten ;  I 
am  aware,  that  the  Critics  will  object, 
that  reading  from  Collections  is  only 
School-Boys  Learning,  without  fearching 
into  the  -  original  Authors ;  I  fuppofe 
every  Gentleman  who  applies  himfelf  to 
his  Studies,  is  fo  far  Matter  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Languages,  to  fatisfy  his  Curiotity 
when  he  pleafes  j  others  mutt  take  on 
T rutt  of  the  Compiler,  which  they  may 
do  with  Safety  in  the  above-mentioned 
Works.  As  for  your  critical  Learning, 
I  confefs  my  Ignorance,  for  I  never  could 
find  out  its  Ufe}  I  have  known  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  purchafe  a  Cameo  at  Rome  for 
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fome  Hundreds  of  Pounds,  really  not 
worth  fo  many  Shillings ;  for  I  dare  fay, 
he  knew  as  little  of  the  cui  bono  as  I  did, 
only  to  have  the  honour  of  being  reck-- 
oned  among  the  number  of  the  Literati 
or  Virtuoji ,  which  no  doubt  pleafed  him 
more  than  the  Money  he  paid  for  it:  fo 
all  Parties  were  pleafed ;  for  to  fay  T ruth 
(as  Mr.  Pope  rightly  obferves)  whatever 
is  very  good  Senfe,  muft  have  been  com¬ 
mon  Senfe  in  all  Times;  and  what  we 
call  Learning,  is  but  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Senfe  of  our  Predecelfors :  There- 
fpre  they  who  fay  our  Thoughts  are  not 
our  own,  becaufe  they  refemble  the  An- 
tients,  may  as  well  fay  our  Faces  are 
not  our  own,  becaufe  they  are  like  our 
Fathers. 

As  for  claflical  Learning,  you’ll  find 
an  elegant  Defcription  of  the  Ciaffics, 
and  lively  Images  drawn  of  them,  with 
all  their  Beauties  and  Excellencies,  fet 
forth  by  the  learned  Monfieur  Rollm , 
in  his  Iliiiory  of  the  Belles  Lettres, which 
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will  naturally  lead  you  to  have  Recourfe 
to  the  original  Authors. 

These  were  my  Amufement  in  my 
Solitude,  which  gave  a  greater  Tran¬ 
quillity  and  more  real  Satisfaction  of 
Mind,  tho’  at  the  fame  Time  under  the 
greateft  Preffures  even  for  common  Ne- 
ceflaries  of  Life,  than  ever  I  found  in 
all  the  gay,  luxurious,  and  extravagant 
Scenes  of  Life,  with  Money  at  Com¬ 
mand  ;  the  former  gives  real  Pleafure, 
and.  Satisfaction,  the  other  great  Trouble 
and  Pain;  there  are  no  Words  to  exprefs 
the  Pleafures  of  Retirement,  only  to  be 
felt  by  thofe,  who  have  a  thorough 
Knowledge  and  Experience  of  the  World, 
capable  of  Reflexion  :  which  puts  me  in 
mind  of  a  beautiful  Saying  of  Dioclefian, 
who  had  pafled  through  all  the  Vicif- 
fitudes  of  Fortune,  a  calce  ad  capitem , 
and  met  with  fo  many  Embroils  ;  after 
he  had  refigned  the  Empire,  and  retired 
for  the  laid  nine  Years  of  his  Life  to 
Salon  a,  when  his  Friends  were  impor¬ 
tuning 
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tuning  him  to  reaflume  the  Government 
he  anfwered,  “  Now  I  live,  now  I  fee 
“  the  Sun;  if  you  would  obferve  (fays 
*'  he)  thefe  fine  Pot-Herbs,  which  are 
“  the  Fruit  of  my  own  Induftry  and 
“  afliduous  Care,  you  would  trouble 
“  me  no  more  with  the  Thoughts  of 
“  Empire.” 

But  I  made  frequent  Excurfions  in 
my  Studies,  to  Horace  and  Swift,  Vir¬ 
gil  and  Pope ,  cum  multis  aliis  :  and 
greedily  grafped  at  whatever  came  out 
new  worth  Notice. 

The  ambitious  Views,  lofty  Defigns, 
and  infatiable  Defires  of  a  Lady  feated 
on  the  Spanijh  Throne,  who  took  the 
Reins  of  Government  folely  into  her 
own  Hands  have  kept  all  Europe  in  a 
continual  Ferment  from  her  Acceflion 
to  the  Crown,  I  fancy,  never  to  fubfide 
till  the  Day  of  her  Death  ;  when  (he 
firfi:  fet  out  in  her  royal  Dignity,  and 
fet  her  Foot  on  Spanijh  Ground,  fhe 
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v 

gave  a  true  Specimen  of  her  afpiririg 
refolute  Temper. 


Julio  Alberoni ,  afterwards  Cardinal* 
ferved  as  domeitick  Chaplain  to  the 
Duke  of  Vendofme ,  when  he  commanded 
the  Army  in  Spain  in  the  Year  1710. 


who  ingratiated  himfelf  fo  far  at  Court 


as  to  become  a  Favorite,  and  was  Pro¬ 
jector  and  principal  Negotiator  of  the 
Marriage  between  Philip  the  Vth.  of 
Spain ,  and  this  Lady  Ifabella  Parmafena, 
and  was  fent  into  Italy  on  this  Errand  j 
who,  no  doubt,  like  a  prying  Prieft,  in¬ 
formed  her  of  all  the  Anecdotes  of  the 
Spanijh  Court,  where  the  Princefs  XJrJi- 
ni  then  predomined,  and  had  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  King’s  Houfhold,  la  Major- 
Domo  by  Order ;  and  of  the  King’s  Per- 
fon  by  Inclination,  if  Fame  fpeaktrue; 
howfoever  it  may  be,  this  Lady  was  fent 
by  the  King  to  receive  and  conduct  his 
new  Queen  Ifabel ,  now  of  Spam ,  Par¬ 
ma  fen  a  to  Court :  They  met  on  the  Bor¬ 
ders  of  Spain ,  when  the  Princefs  Urjini 
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began  early  to  find  Fault  with  the  new 
Queen ;  that  fire  was  furprized  that  Her 
Majefty  made  fo  long  Journies,  to  travel 
fo  late  at  Night  to  catch  Cold  5  and  that 
flie  was  not  drefled  after  the  Spanijh 
Mode  at  Court :  upon  which  prefump- 
tion,  the  new  Queen  made  no  other 
Anfwer,  than  calling  for  the  Captain 
of  the  Guard,  ordered  him  to  carry  that 
Lady,  Princefs  Urjini ,  out  of  the  Terri¬ 
tories  of  Spain ,  never  to  return  more  ; 
and  fure  enough  the  Orders  were  exe¬ 
cuted  immediately,  for  there  was  the 
King’s  Sign-Manual,  artfully  procured 
by  Alberoni ,  for  the  Execution  of  this 
Plot.  All  this  was  done  before  fhe  ever 
faw  her  betrothed  Hufband,  and  main¬ 
tained  her  Ground  with  him  afterwards ; 
for  that  Lady  Princefs  TJrJini  never  ap¬ 
peared  more  in  Spain :  the  boldeft  and 
moft  refolute  Stroke,  that  perhaps  ever 
was  ftruck  by  Woman ,  at  her  Age  and 
Circumftances :  A  bold  Stroke  for  a 
Hujband  ! 


So 


43  2  Dr.  Houstounj  Memoirs 

So  foon  as  fhe  was  firmly  fixed  on  her 
Throne,  fhe  made  Choice  of  Alberoni 
for  her  Prime  Minifler,  and  prevailed 
with  the  Pope  to  make  him  a  Cardinal ; 
which  his  Holinefs  heartily  repented  of 
afterwards,  and  acknowledged  himfelf 
circumvented  and  over-reached  in  this 
Choice  by  her  Majefty;  for  his  Holi¬ 
nefs  ftrove  all  in  his  Power  to  undignify 
him,  and  take  his  Cardinal’s  Hat  from 
him  ;  but  her  Majefty  knew  very  well, 
that  could  not  be  done,  without  Leave 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  his  Holinefs  was 
alhamed  to  acknowledge  F allibility. 

I  think  it  was  in  the  Year  1718,  when 
fhe,  and  her  Prime  Minifter  fchemed 
the  Sicilian  Expedition,  exprefsly  contrary 
to  the  Articles  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 
1713,  which  Project  proved  abortive 
only  by  the  Interpofition  of  Great  Britain , 
as  Guarantee  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht ;  it 
was  nipped  in  the  Bud,  and  the  lhocking 
Difappointment  bred  a  Canker  in  her 
Breaft,  which  nothing  but  Death  can 

extir- 
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extirpate ;  and  methinks  it  was  in  the 
fame  Year  that  haughty,  imperious,  and 
tyrannical  Pried:,  projected  to  enflave 
the  Lordfhip  of  Bifctiy ,  a  free  indepen*- 
dant  People,  who  have  enjoyed  fueros 
of  their  own,  for  Time  immemorial, 
unalterable  like  the  Lav/s  of  the  Medes 
and  Perjhns  which  exempt  them  from 
all  Tythes  to  the  Church,  and  all  Diw 
ties  and  Taxes  to  their  Lord,  who  is  al¬ 
ways  of  their  own  free  Election,  and 

j 

holds  it  only  for  Life,  quamdiu  fe  bene 
gejjerit  ■  fo  that  there  is  a  free  Ingrefs 
and  Earefs  to  Commerce,  without  the 
Trouble  and  Plague  of  Cuftom-Houfe 
Officers  ;  when  this  bold  daring  Pried:, 
under  the  Cloak  of  his  Royal  Matter 
Philip  the  V.  of  Spain ,  who  was  then 
eledled  and  fworn  in  Lord  of  Bifcay , 
offered  and  actually  did  fettle,  Cuftom- 
Houfe  Officers  within  the  Diftricls  and 
Territories  of  that  independant  Lord¬ 
fhip,  to  impofe  and  levy  new  T axes  ex¬ 
prefly  contrary  to  the  A  rticles  and  Laws, 
which  their  Lord  had  fworn  ftricily  and 

F  f  reli« 
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religioufly  to  keep  inviolable :  But  the 
brave  People  in  Vindication  of  their  own 
Liberties,  in  Juftice  to  themfelves,  rofe 
and  cut  them  all  off  to  a  Man,  with  fome 


of  the  Ringleaders  of  their  Accomplices, 


and  Abettors;  which  the  High-Prieft 
himfelf  deferved  more  richly  than  any, 
but  I  am  only  forty  they  could  not  get 
at  him  ;  which  would  have  prevented 
great  Deffrudtion  to  Mankind,  which 
enfued  afterwards,  by  the  Execution  of 
his  Meafures  :  And  tho’  there  are  no 
Tythes  paid  to  the  Church,  in  the  Lord- 


jhip  of  Bifcay ,  yet  as  it  has  been  a  Re¬ 
fuge  for  Chriftians,  when  conquered  and 


perfecuted  by  the  Moors  ;  the  Church 
has  laid  hold  on  them,  hard  and  f aft,  for 
they  have  more  Clergy-men  in  propor¬ 


tion,  than  any  other.  Part  of  Spain,  that 
I  have  feen,  and  live  better  by  their 
frank  Offerings,  and  voluntary  Contri¬ 


butions,  than  others  do  by  their.  Ap¬ 


pointments 


Then 
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Then  the  tripled  her  Alliance  with 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ,  by  marrying  her 
Daughter  to  the  Dauphin  of  France ,  and 
her  fecond  Son  without  one  Foot  of  Land, 
to  the  eldeit  Daughter  of  France,  and  plan¬ 
ned  out  new  Kingdoms  for  her  Sons,  to  be 
robbed  from  their  Neighbours;  and  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  make  her 
youngeft  Son,  whilft  a  mere  Child,  an 
Arch-Bilhop  andCardinal;  aBi  rlefque  on 
ecclefiaftical  Preferments,  for  fure  thePope 
could  not  be  impofed  on  a  fecond  Time  by 
her :  But  I  will  venture  to  fay,  if  die  had 
got  no  Sons,  the  Holy  Ghoft  would  have 
done  the  fame  Favour  to  one  of  her 
Dauhgters ;  and  if  file  was  in  the  Conclave 
herfelf  he  would  certainly  make  her  Pope, 
to  hold  it  in  commendam. 

This  Ferment burft  into  a  Flame,  firft 
kindled  between  Germany  and  France , 
and  by  the  artful  Tricks,  and  aliiduous 
cunning  Chicanry  of  France,  ftirring  and 
blowing  the  Fire,  at  laft  it  fet  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  a  Blaze  with  Spain,  which  lafted 
nine  Years  and  upwards.  Although  I 
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was  Witnefs  to  the  moft  material  Trans¬ 
actions  of  that  War,  I  cannot  fay  what 
was  done ,  but  can  eafily  tell  what  was 
left  undone  ;  and  fhall  only  mention 
that  Great  Britain ,  has  no  great  Reafon 
'to  brag  of  her  martial  Achievements 
in  the  Camp,  or  political  Negociations 
in  the  Cabinet,  but  all  Parties  being 
heartily  tired,  and  exhaufted,  all  Lofers , 
no  Winners ,  they  unanimoufly  agreed 
on  a  general  definitive  Treaty,  concluded 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle ,  in  the  Year  1748. 
Thus  ended  a  very  expenfive  and  un- 
fuccefsful  War  to  Great  Britain.,  badly 

projected  and  worfe  executed. 

/ 

By  this  Time  her  Majefty  of  Sp  ain , 
had  loft  her  Confort  King  Philip  the 
Vth.  of  Spain ,  and  confequently  the 
Reins  of  Government  were  Ihifted  into 
the  Hands  of  Ferdinand  the  VI.  the  late 
King’s  Son,  by  a  Princefs  of  Sardinia  ; 
and  the  Queen  Dowager  retired  to  her 
Palace  of  IldejonJ'o  built  in  her  Hufband’s 
Time,  on  Purpofe  for  her  Reception ; 
where  quite  obfcured  to  vulgar  Eyes, 

even 
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even  blinded  to  the  Court  of  Madrid 
her  immenfe  Capacity  and  great  Abilities, 
exert  themfelves  with  a  Luftre,  that 
fhines  through  all  Europe ,  and  fends  its 
darting  Rays  to  the  utmoft  Corner  of 
the  Globe,  which  gives  Weight  to  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  greateft  Confequence  5  and 
is  the  fecret  invifible  Spring,  by  which 
not  only  the  Court  of  Madrid  moves,  but 
fets  in  Motion  other  Affairs  of  the 
greateft  Importance  in  Europe :  The  Ore 
is  brought  crude  to  the  Office  of  Don 
jfofeph  de  Carvajal  y  Lancajier,  where  it 
is  weighed,  and  Judgment  formed  of  its 
Specific-Gravity;  afterwards  it  is  carried 
to  the  Office  of  Don  Cenon  de  Somcdeviila 
el  Marques  de  la  Enfenada ,  where  it  is 
refined  and  valued  ;  then  caft  into  dif¬ 
ferent  Moulds,  Shapes,  and  Forms,  and 
finely  polifhed  by  the  belt  French  and 
Italian  Tools,  adapted  to  its  proper  Ufes; 
All  this  Time  fire  appears  to  be  a  meer 
Reclufe,  never  to  meddle  in  any  Affairs  at 
all,  when  her  Ambition  is  unmeafura- 
ble,  of  an  afpiring,  reftlefs  Mind,  and 

'  F  f  3  her 
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her  Invention,  always  upon  the  Rack, 
which  is  vifibly  feen,  and  more  fenfibly 
felt,  by  Thoufand  of  Thoufands  from 
the  dire  Effects.  Till  lire  gets  her  three 
Sons  made  Sovereigns,  the  World  will 
never  be  at  Reft ;  tho’  the  Race  of 
Mankind  were  to  be  extirpated  in  the 
Execution  of  her  Schemes. 

At  the  Peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  1748, 
Don  Carlos  was  confirmed  King  of  the 
two  Sicilies ,  and  Don  Philip  had  the 
Dukedoms  of  Parma ,  Placentia ,  and 
Guajlalla  given  him ;  and  the  Spaniards 
had  two  more  Points  to  pufh  at  with 
the  Britijh ,  the  Reftitution  of  Gibraltar, 
and  the  total  Sufpenfion  of  the  AJjiento 
Contrail :  Upon  this  laft  Article,  my 
whole  Intereft  and  Fortune  depended; 
my  All,  and  a  great  deal  more  than  my 
All,  was  at  Stake :  Which  roufed  me 
from  my  Hermit’s  Cell,  and  fent  me  to 
the  Court  of  Madrid  in  the  Year  1749 ; 
to  lay  this  my  hard  Cafe,  before  his 

Britan- - 
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Britannick  Majefty’s  Ambaffador  at  that 
Court,  for  Redrefs  of  Grievances. 

I  engaged  niyfelf  in  the  Service  of 
the  South-Sea-Company,  in  the  Year 
1724,  where  I  have  feen  that  ad van t  a- 
gious  and  beneficial  Branch  of  Com* 
merce,  under  all  the  Viciffitudes  of  For¬ 
tune,  in  Peace  and  W ar  ;  and  I  hav e 
buffered  greatly  by  Ruptures  with  Spain, 
illegal  Seizures  and  Reprizals  direftly 
contrary  to  the  Articles  of  the  AJJiento 
Treaty,  in  open  Violation  and  Breach  of 
almoft  every  Article  of  the  AJJiento  Con¬ 
tract,  then  fubfifting  in  force  between 
the  two  Nations,  and  at  laft  by  the  total 
Diffolution  of  the  Afjiento  Treaty :  where¬ 
as  it  is  exprefly  ftipulated  by  the  XL 
Article  of  that  Contract,  that  in  Cafe 
of  a  Rupture  between  the  two  Nations  ; 
the  Ajjientijis  fliould  be  allowed  a  Year 
and  a  Half  from  the  Declaration  of 
War,  to  recover  and  gather  in  their 
Debts  and  Effects,  without  Hindrance, 
or  the  lead  Moleftation,  and  their  Ser- 

F  f  4  vants 
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vants  are  to  be  fafely  conveyed  to  his 
Britannick  Majefty’s  Dominions :  But 
contrary  to  all  publick  and  private  Faith, 
upon  the  leaft  Surmife  of  a  Rupture, 
the  Spaniards  feized  and  detained  the 
whole  Effects,  and  confined  all  the  Bri- 
tijk  Subjects  clofe  Prifoners. 

In  Conformity  to  the  exprefs  Arti, 
cles  of  the  Ajjiento  ContraCt,  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  War  1740,  by  Ad¬ 
vice  and  with  Content  of  the  South-Sea, 
Company  s  Agents  at  Jamaica  3  I  hired 
ami  dilpatched  a  Veflel,  with  a  Flag  of 
Truce  from  Admiral  Vernon  to  la  Vera 
Cruz,  with  the  Vice- King  of  Mexico’s 
Domeftics  and  Servants,  Prifoners  of 
War  at  Jamaica  3  for  Exchange  of  the 
South-Sea-Company’s  FaCtors  and  Ser¬ 
vants  Prifoners  at  la  Vera  Cruz  3  which 
Veffel  was  very  illegally  detained  by 
the  Governor  of  la  Vera  Cruz,  with¬ 
out  any  Reafon,  or  the  leaft  Pretext 
given,  for  the  Space  of  two  Years,  in 
open  Violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations, 
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in  Breach  of  all  Stipulations  and  Cus¬ 
toms,  agreed  on  among!!  all  Nations, 
for  a  Flag  of  Truce  ;  to  the  Difhonour 
of  the  Nation,  and  my  great  Lofs  and 
Ruin,  as  appears  by  the  Charter-party 
of  that  Veflel,  at  two  hundred  Pounds 
flerling  per  Month,  for  the  Space  of  two 
y ears,  where  the  dead  Weight  fell  in- 
tirely  on  me  ;  which  reduced  me  to  the 
greateft  Streights  and  Difficulties,  and 

jn  the  Rnd  totally  ruffied  me, 

\ 

When  I  w^s  at  the  Court  of  Madrid 

t 

1749,  I  could  eafily  perceive  how  the 
Game  was  a-going ;  the  Spaniards  puffi- 
ed  at  thefe  two  Points  alternately,  the 
Reftitution  of  Gibraltar ,  or  the  total  Suf- 
penfion  of  the  AJjiento  Contrail,  with 
as  much  Earnelfnefs,  as  if  they  had  not 
been  already  agreed  and  fettled,  by  the 
late  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  y  and  they 
fucceeded  accordingly,  for  by  a  fubfe- 
<]uent  Treaty  concluded  at  Madrid ,  in 
the  Year  1750  between  their  Britannick 
and  Cathohck  Majefhes  y  His  Britannick 

Ma jelly 
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Majefty  in  Confideration  of  a  Compen- 
Union  of  one  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds 
fterling  payable  to  the  Royal  AJficnio 
Company,  yields  to  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  all  that  may  be  due  to  the  faid 
Company  for  Balance  of  Accounts,  or 
arifmg  in  any  Manner  whatfoever  from 
the  laid  AJjiento  ;  fo  that  the  faid  Com- 
penfation  fhall  be  efteemed  and  looked 
upon  as  a  full  and  intire  Satisfaction  on 
the  Part  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and 
(hall  extinguifh  from  this  prefent  Time, 
for  the  future,  and  for  ever,  all  Right, 

J  O’ 

Pretention,  or  Demand,  which  might 
be  formed  in  Confequence  of  the  faid 
A-fjicnto  directly  or  indirectly. 

By  this  Article  alone,  there  were 
20000  Pieces  of  eight  of  my  own  Pro¬ 
perty  irretrievably  funk, 

To  the  Conclufion  df  this  Treaty, 
the  Aflientijls ,  Proprietors  of  South  Sea 
Stock  confented ;  at  the  fame  Time  in 
a  general  Court,  they  drew  up  an  Ad- 

dretij 
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drefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed,  to  continue  to  be 
their  Governor,  and  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  take  their  great  Demand  on 
the  King  of  Spain  into  Confideration, 
the  fame  having  been  ceded  for  the 
Peace,  and  Tranquillity  of  the  Nation 
for  100000  1.  only;  whereas  it  appears 
that  there  is  a  Balance  of  1300000  1. 
and  upwards  in  favour  of  the  Company, 
befides  a  great  Demand  of  Tonnage, 
due  on  the  annual  Ships  for  the  remain¬ 
ing  Time  of  the  Affiento  Contract,  as  fiti- 
pulated  by  the  16  Article  of  the  defini¬ 
tive  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  1748,  for 
which  about  the  Year  1732  Sir  '-Thomas 
Geraldino ,  then  Agent  from  the  King 
of  Spain ,  in  England,  offered  70000  1, 
for  the  Tonnage  of  each  Ship,  due  for 
the  Time  of  the  Affiento. 

For  the  King  of  Spain  lays  Duties 
on  all  Goods  exported  to  the  Spanijh 
Weft  Indies,  at  the  rate  of  1 1  Reals  valon 
per  Palm  meafured,  without  opening 

the 
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the  Bale,  Box,  Cheft,  &c.  or  Regard 
had  to  the  Quality  of  the  Goods :  wool¬ 
len  Cloths,  or  any  other  Goods  of  the 
coarfeft  Manufactory,  pay  the  fame  Du¬ 
ties  by  Measurement  as  the  fineft  Silks, 
Tiffue,  Gold,  Silver,  or  Thread  Lace;, 
it  is  the  Quantity,  and  not  the  Quality! 
that  fetches  fuch  a  prodigious  high  Duty; 
and  the  Englijh  licenfed  annual  Ship 
was  exempted  from  all  Duties  whatfoever 
by  a  Royal  Cedilla,  which  would  have 
amounted  to  more  Money  for  each 
Ship,  than  Sir  T’komas  Geraldino  offered ; 
a  glorious  benefit  Ticket  for  the  Britijh 
Commerce  !  add  to  this  the  Duties  al¬ 
ready  paid  at  Madrid  for  140000  Ne- 
groes  at  33-L  Dollars  Duty  for  each  Ne- 
groe,  and  only  70000  of  them  intro¬ 
duced,  the  reft  due  by  the  JJJiento  Con¬ 
tract,  befides  all  the  Seizures,  outftand- 
ing  Debts  at  all  the  different  Factories, 
in  the  Spanijh  Wejl  Indies ;  and  I  will 
venture  to  afeertain,  that  it  amounts  to 
a  greater  Sum  than  abovementioned  by 
the  Proprietors. 

And 
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And  accordingly  the  Court  was  ac¬ 
quainted  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford , 
then  one  of  his  Majefty’s  principal  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State,  that  his  Majefcy  had 
given  for  Anfwer  to  the  Company’s  Ad- 
drefs  prefented  to  him, 

£C  That  he  had  obtained  from  the 
ee  King  of  Spain ,  all  that  lay  in  his 
“  Power ;  fo  that  no  more  could  pollibly 
“  be  expected.” 

The  Produce  of  his  Grace’s  Politics  of 
his  own  hatching. 

Howfoever  it  may  be,  the  Company 
in  a  general  Court  accepted  of  the 
100000  1.  in  full  of  all  Accounts  and 
Demands  from  Spain  ;  an  eafy  Compo- 
htion,  not  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  j 
but  it  is  ldill  much  harder  UDon  their 

JL 

Servants,  who  are  left  Sufferers  in  their 
All  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  without  one 
Farthing  of  Recompenfe,  or  the  leaft 
Expectation,  from  the  Spaniards  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  got  a  Notion  that  their  King  has 
paid  in  full  for  all  Demands  that  can  be 
made  on  them ;  for  I  have  Letters  lately 
from  my  Friends  in  Spain,  that  it  is  in 
vain  to  make  any  farther  Application 
for  the  Recovery  of  our  Effects  in  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies  for  their  Anfwer,  is 

El  Rey  ha  pagado  par  todcs, 

I  I 

This  thews  the  very  Nature  of  the 
Spaniards  in  lively  Colours ;  the  more 
they  get,  the  more  they  crave  5  haughty 
in  Profperity,  abject  in  Adverfity,  nor 
indeed  the  King  of  Great  Britain  could 
not  make  this  ConceJJicn  to  the  King  of 
Spain ,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  whofe  property  it  is. 

The  Reflitution  of  Gibraltar  was  too 
bold  a  Stroke,  as  it  is  the  Golden-Calf 
of  the  Populace ;  it  would  have  fet  the 
whole  Britifh  Nation  in  an  Uproar, 
whereas  the  Proprietors  of  the  Aftiento 
Contract,  South  Sea  Stock  Holders 

tame- 
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tamely  acquicfced  in  giving  up  their 
Property,  not  knowing  the  value  of  the 
Jewel  they  poflefied,  and  what  equiva¬ 
lent  the  Nation  has  got  in  lieu  of  it,  I 
ihall  not  prefume  to  determine. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  War  1740, 
there  was  a  fmall  Pamphlet  publifhed  at 
Madrid  by  Authority  entitled, 

Cote  jo 

de  la  Conducta 
de  S.  M. 
con 

la  de  el  Rey 
Britannico. 

V 

Petting  forth  his  Catholick  Majefty’ s 
Conduct,  Pretenfions  and  Complaints 
with  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  Among 
a  great  many  other  Complaints  there  is 
a  remarkable  Letter  from  his  Majefty 
King  George  the  Ift  of  Great-Britain , 
dated  the  12  of  June  1721,  to  his  Ca¬ 
tholick  Majefty 
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- for  lo  que  mira  a  la  refiitucion 

de  Gibraltar ,  promentiendole ,  que  me  val- 
drl ,  de  la  primer  a  favorable  Occafion  para 
reglar  efte  articulo  con  intervention  de  mi 
Parlamcnto  *•**■#* 

Which  the  chicaning  Court  of  Spain , 
wanted  to  look  upon  as  an  abfolute 
Promife  from  his  Britannick  Majefiy 
lor  the  Reffitution  of  Gibraltar ,  where¬ 
as  his  Majelly  of  glorious  Memory, 
only  fays  that  he  will  take  the  firft  fa¬ 
vourable  Opportunity  to  lay  this  Article 
before  his  Parliament  to  be  regulated ; 
The  Spanijh  Miniftry  do  not  confider, 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain ,  as  he  is 
great,  fo  he  is  good  and  juft ;  and  will 
not,  nor  indeed  cannot  make  any  Con- 
ceffion  of  Property,  without  the  Ad¬ 
vice  and  Confent  of  his  Parliament. 

After  fo  many  Year  ftruggles  and 
efforts  to  extricate  myfelf  from  thefe 

«r 

unfurmountable  Difficulties,  all  my 
Hopes  of  recovering  my  Effects,  and 

getting 


4 
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getting  full  Satisfaction  for  my  juft  De¬ 
mands  on  the  Spaniards ,  as  ftipulated  by 
the  1 6th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  1748,  were  fruftrated  and  in- 
tirely  cut  off  by  a  fubfequent  Treaty, 
concluded  at  Madrid ,  Octr.  5  1750,  be¬ 
tween  their  Britannick  and  Catholick 
Majefties,  where,  by  the  2d  Article  his 
Britannick  Majefty  diflolves  the  AJJiento 
Contract,  and  cancels  all  Accounts  and 
Demands  on  his  Catholick  Majefty ; 
Thus  by  a  national  Turn  of  Politics 
was  I  ltripped  at  once  of  a  very  conli- 
derable  Fortune,  nine  Thoufand  Pounds 
and  upwards,  in  Effefts  and  outftanding 
Debts,  feized  and  detained  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  the  Acquifition  of  thirty  Years 
Labour,  Ritk,  and  Fatigue,  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  my  King  and  Country ;  and  left 
quite  deftitute  of  Money,  and  confe- 
quently  of  Friends.  Tho’  the  Demands 
on  me  did  not  amount  to  one  third 
Part  of  that  Sum,  yet  as  the  Clouds 
thickned,  lb  in  Proportion  did  the  impa¬ 
tient  Importunities  of  my  Creditors, 

G  g  which 
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which  obliged  me  to  fhelter  myfelf  under 
the  Wings  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament  of 
the  twenty-firft  Year  of  his  prefent 
Majefly  George  the  fecond,  entitled, 

x 

An  Acl  for  Relief  of  infolvent  Debtors. 

And  in  the  Year  1750,  I  took  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  that  Aft,  and  then  threw  myfelf 
intirely  on  the  Mercy,  Juftice,  and 
Bounty  of  my  molt  gracious  Sovereign, 
the  King  and  his  Mmiftry,  for  Redrefs 
of  my  Grievances.  Sovereign  Princes 
are  the  Source  of  Honour,  Juftice,  and 
Mercy  ;  but  the  great  Difficulty  lies  in 
getting  at  that  Source,  for  I  am  well 
apprized,  that  minifterial  Government 
carries  no  Bowels  of  Compaffion,  or  Re¬ 
gard  to  Juftice,  farther  than  is  fubfervi- 
entto  their  ownViews  and  Defigns, when¬ 
ever  they  fwerve .from  this  general  Rule, 
the  Minifters  may  be  truly  called  as  Good 
as  Great. 


But 
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But  whatever  Di {Irenes  I  am  reduced 
to  on  this  Account,  I  humbly  acquiefce, 
hoping  it  may  prove  to  the  Advantage 
of  the  Nation  in  general,  for  in  all 
Places,  and  upon  all  Occafions,  from  my 
very  Infancy,  I  have  ftrenuoufly  exerted 
myfelf  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Abilities, 
and  Power,  with  a  hearty  Zeal  and  fin- 
cere  Attachment  for  the  Honour  and 
Interelf  of  my  King  and  Country,  as  by 
Law  eltablifhed  in  the  rnoft  illuftrious 
Houfe  of  Hanover ,  not  from  any  inte- 
refted  Views  or  Deiigns,  but  merely  from 
my  own  fixed  fundamental  Principles. 

When  I  was  reduced  to  thefe  my 
greateft  Diftrefles,  pad:  Imagination  or 
my  Expreffion ;  for  indeed  I  had  furviv- 
ed  myfelf  greatly,  the  Slights,  Infults, 
and  Upbraidings  I  daily  met  with  were 
infufferable,  the  conftant  Concomitants 
of  Poverty,  the  Scorn  and  Butt  of  the 
fordid,  avaritious,  and  greedy  ;  beware 
of  the  greedy,  and  the  needy,  fays  the 
Mifer,  but  efpeciaily  the  needy :  With 

G  g  2  Variety 
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Variety  of  Scenes  during  the  Time  that 
I  was  within  the  Rules  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  there  was  the  oddeft 
Contrail  that  perhaps  ever  happened 
in  Life  ;  I  vifited  and  converfed  with  a 
King,  (Theodore  of  Corfica )  in  the  fame 
Circumftances  with  myfelf,  and  I  had 
an  Opportunity  from  Time  to  Time,  of 
having  the  Honour  of  playing  at  Cards 
with  a  Dutchefs,  whilft  one  of  the  Lord 
Indices  of  Great  Britain ,  attended  and 
fnuffed  the  Candles  for  us.  But  what 
was  ftill  more  Ihocking  to  me,  to  be 
fhunned  and  defpifed  by  thofe  I  had  ge- 
'  neroully  affilied  in  their  Wants,  and  ex¬ 
tricated  them  from  their  Misfortunes, 
in  their  greateft  Diftrefs,  particularly  one 
whom  I  had  fet  fairly  above  the  World  ; 
for  my  own  Sake  more  than  his  I  will 
not  expofe.  Why  don’t  you  apply  to  your 
Relations,  fays  he,  I  have  poor  Rela¬ 
tions  of  my  own  ?  at  the  fame  Time,  he 
well  knew,  that  none  of  his  Relations 
would  aflift  him  in  his  Diftrefs:  Which 
at  laft  I  was  perfuadcd  with  fome  Re¬ 
luctance 


I 
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luclance  to  try ;  for  no  Man  fuffers  fo 
much  by  bad  Fortune,  as  he  who  has 
been  deceived  by  good. 

As  the  Law  of  Nature  dilates,  the 
Rules  of  Society  require  and  the  Art  of 
Policy  oblige  Relations  to  allifF  one  ano¬ 
ther,  more  efpecially  in  Diftrefs  ;  and  by 
my  Birth,  I  was  related  to  fome  of  the 
bell,  I  mean  moft  antient,  and  by  Inter¬ 
marriages  allied  with  a  great  many  of 
the  moft  confiderable  Families  in  North 
Britain ,  and  fome  of  them  with  large 
Fortunes  for  that  Country.  I  drew  up 
my  Cafe  and  ftated  it  fairly ,  andrepre- 
fented  to  them  in  lively  Colours,  and 
moving  Terms,  the  deplorable  Circum- 
ftances  I  was  piunged  into,  not  from 
any  Mifconduct  or  Fault  of  my  own  ; 
but  by  a  national  Turn  of  Politics,  and 
Misfortunes, which  no  human  Prudence 
could  forelee  or  prevent;  and  that  a 
fmall  A  durance  from  them,  would  ex¬ 
tricate  me  and  put  me  above  the  World 
again,  for  what  little  Patrimony  my 

G  g  3  Father 
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Father  had  left  me  by  Will  was  em, 
bezzellcd  among  them,  for  I  had  never 
touched  a  Farthing  of  it:  no  doubt  my 
Father’s  Eftate  was  liable  for  it,  if  I  had 
gone  to  a  Profecution  at  Law,  for  he 
died  in  good  Circumftances  enough:  but 
whilll  I  was  in  Circumftances,  I  never 
thought  it  worth  while,  to  enquire  after 
fuch  Trifles ;  and  when  W ant  obliged 
me  to  mention  it,  neither  Juftice,  Love, 
Companion,  or  Charity,  could  move 
them  to  part  from  one  Shilling  for  my 
Relief ;  feveral  of  them  indeed  promifed 
to  join,  but  none  performed  as  yet,  ex¬ 
cept  one  Gentleman,  who  has  /hewed 
me  fome  Countenance  and  Favour  : 
They  fhuffled  it  off  from  one  to  another 
’till  dropt  intirely,  not  fo  much  as  to 
anfwer  my  Letters,  tho’  wrote  in  the 
moft  prefting  Terms  only  for  an  Anfwer; 
and  I  was  robbed  of  the  Gleanings  of 
my  Fortune,  by  a  fordid,  avaritious, 
mean-fpirited  Fellow,  in  whom  I  con¬ 
fided  as  a  near  Relation,  whofe  Father, 
my  Brother,  and  his  whole  Family  1 

had 
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had  faved  from  the  Brink  of  Ruin,  by 
an  Act  of  Generality,  which  for  my 
own  Sake  I  forbear  mentioning ;  yet  in 
my  greateft  Diftrefs,  this  Fellow  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  fupply  me  with  two 
Guineas,  tho’  he  has  above  an  Hundred 
Pounds  in  Cafh  in  his  Hands  which  no 
ways  belong  to  him  ;  and  indeed  the 
Nature  of  the  Beall  is  fuch,  that  if  one 
Shilling  would  keep  me  from  llarving 
he  would  not  part  from  it  willingly ,  for 
which  barbarous  Treatment  and  Ingra¬ 
titude,  I  do  publickly  declare,  that  I 
defign  to  expofe  him,  and  make  him  in 
Juftice  refund  the  Money  he  fo  illegally 
detains  ;  for  I  can  truly  fay  of  all  the 
Members  of  Chriftian  Society,  my  Re¬ 
lations  have  been  the  leall  friendly  to 
me,  for  I’ll  venture  to  fay  had  the  like 
unforefeen  Misfortunes  happened  to  me 
in  the  moll  barbarous  uncivilized  Coun¬ 
try  that  I  have  feen,  (and  I  have  travelled 
moil  Part  of  this  Globe,)  I  fhould  have 
met  with  more  Companion,  Affillance, 
itnd  Relief,  than  from  my  Relations, 

G  g  4  which 
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which  I  impute  to  a  narrow  Way  of 
Thinking,  for  Want  of  their  knowing 
the  World. 

In  thefe  Circumflances,  without  Hopes 
of  Recovery,  Death  would  have  been 
a  very  welcome  Gueft  to  me,  for  under 
thefe  Diffractions  and  Preflure  of  Mind, 
I  was  at  more  Pains  to  get  rid  of  Life, 
than  ever  I  was  to  lave  it,  for  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  the  Mind  are  infinitely  more 
fevere,  afflicting,  and  confirming  than 
thofe  of  the  Body,  for  I  may  fafely  fay 
that  my  Confiitution,  in  Strength  of 
Mind  and  Body,  in  thefe  my  Years  of 
Vexation,  were  worn  out  ten  Times  in 
Proportion  to  any  other  Stage  of  my 
Life,  for  whenever  urgent  Necefiities 
drive  one  to  low  Shifts,  it  cuts  to  the 

very  Soul  of  a  Man  of  Spirit,  but - - 

$ 

Neceffity  has  no  Law. 

It  is  true,  that  Nature  druggies  hard 
again  id  its  own  Diifolution.  Refi  gnat  ion 

of 
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of  Life  may  indeed  be  made  very  eafy 
by  the  Force  of  Reafon,  but  parting 
with  it  by  Compulfion  is  a  hard  Talk, 
and  requires  great  Refolution,  or  very 
ftrong  Pafiion  ;  thefe  violent  Agitations 
of  the  Mind,  occalion  unconnected 
Ideas  whilft  we  are  aileep,  called  Dreams , 
the  only  Superftition  that  ever  I  took  any 
Notice  of,  handed  down  to  us  by  the 
Antients ,  for  I  can  verily  fay,  that  there 
never  happened  to  me  any  very  remark¬ 
able  P adage  in  Life,  but  what  was  pre- 
vioufly  prognofticated  to  me  in  a  Dream. 

\ 

Methought  I  found  myfelf  on  the 

,  Top  of  a  high  Hill,  with  a  fteep 

Precipice  of  all  Sides,  quite  defti- 

tute  of  all  Ncceffaries  of  Life,  in 

View  of  a  plentiful  Valley  below, 

with  my  Acquaintances  and  Friends 

walking  within  my  Sight  and 

Hearing..  I  called  frequently  to 

them  for  Relief ;  but  no  Anfwer 

made  !  where  I  continued  heloleR 

1  1 

naked,  and  flarved;  now  I  fancied 

;  ‘  1 

t  * 


l 
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I  had  got  miraculoufly  down  the 
Precipice,  then  I  found  myfelf 
chained  to  the  very  Summit. 

Thus  I  waked  in  agonizing  Pain,  for 
in  Reality  I  was  drove  to  Defpair ;  but 

- — - nil  defperandum. 

“  Patience  that  baffled  Fortune’s  utmoft 
Rage, 

High  minded  Hope,  which  at  the 
lowed:  Ebb; 

<c  When  Brennus  conquered,  and  when 
Cannae  bled, 

“  The  braveft  Impulfe  felt  and  fcorn’d 
Defpair. 

'  Hence  Moderation  a  new  Conqueft 
gained,  &c. 

P'hompfon. 

Wdiich  naturally  leads  me  into  the 
following  Enquiries  and  Reflexions. 
What  are  the  Ties  of  Nature  or  Blood  ? 
What  arc  the  Rules  of  Society  ? 

What  is  the  Art  of  Policy  ? 

If 


t 
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If  I  had  died  in  the  Courfe  of  twenty 
Years  running,  before  the  Misfortunes 
happened  to  me,  worth  Ten,  or  perhaps. 
Fifteen  thoufand  Pounds,  who  are  my 
Heirs  at  Law  ?  Thefe  who  would  not 
advance  me  a  Guinea  to  keep  me  from 
Starving,  nor  give  me  the  leall  Alii  fi¬ 
ance  to  recover  and  retrieve  my  loft 
Fortune;  or  thofe  who  affifted  and  fup- 
plied  me  in  my  Wants,  and  gave  me 
their  Countenance  and  Favour,  to  reco¬ 
ver  my  Loffes  and  retrieve  my  Misfor¬ 
tunes  ?  Whenever  I  die,  and  whatever 
I  am  worth,  Who  are  my  Heirs  in 
Equity  and  Gratitude  ?  For  to  relieve 
the  diftrelfed,  and  extricate  them  from 
Difficulties,  that  make  Life  burdenfome 
to  them,  is  a  much  better  Office  than 
giving  them  Life,  by  bringing  them  in¬ 
to  the  World. 

Policy  directs,  for  the  better  Govern¬ 
ment  of  curfelves  and  Intereft,  that  we 
enter  into  Society,  and  fubject  ourlelves 
to  the  Laws  of  that  Society  for  the  Pre- 

fervation 
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fervation  of  our  Intereft  and  reciprocal 
Advantages  accruing  to  one  another 
from  the  Obfervation  of  thefe  Rules  : 
and  Relations  have  the  firft  and  neareft 
Call  to  enter  into  this  Comp  aft  in  So¬ 
ciety  among  themfelves,  which  greatly 
contributes  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
Community  in  general,  and  the  Intereft 
of  every  Individual  in  particular  j  the 
only  pathognomonic  Sign  we  have  to 
difhnguifh  ourfelves  from  the  brutal, 
or  what  is  called  the  irrational  Part  of 
tne  Cieation,  and  even  in  this  Rationa¬ 
lity,  I  am  afraid,  we  are  equalled,  if 
not  outdone,  by  the  induftrious  Bees  in 
their  Oeconomy  and  Government ;  and 
the  mart  favage  ferocious  Animal  upon 
Eaii.li,  mduftnoufly  takes  Care  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  Dam,  in  bringing  forth, 
and  the  young  ones  till  they  are  able  to 
provide  for  themfelves,  and  then  a  la 
mode  d  EcoJJ'e,  will  drive  them  off  to 
ihift  for  themfelves,  and  take  no  farther 


Notice  of  them,  whatever  unlucky  Ac¬ 
cident  may  befal  them  in  Life  :  and  in¬ 


deed. 
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deed,  thefe  natural  Ties  of  Confangui- 
nity  being  once  untied,  the  Counter¬ 
part  of  the  Covenant  ceafes  of  Courfe. 
But  to  fum  up  the  whole,  the  Labyrinth 
of  Difficulties  and  Abyfs  of  Diftreffes, 
by  the  Vifciffitudes  of  Fortune,  that  I 
have  palled  through  in  the  Courfe  of 
Life,  by  Reflection,  are  incomprehen- 
flblej  even  to  myfelf,  not  to  be  defcrib- 
ed  by  Words,  only  known  by  Events ; 
and  the  Caufes  from  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  I  flrall  not  prefume  to  determine, 
but  leave  it  to  the  fuperior  Judgment  of 
the  candid  and  generous  Reader. 

I  heartily  beg  Pardon  of  the  World, 
if  I  have  offended  them  by  telling  the 
1 Truth ,  particularly  of  my  native  Coun¬ 
try,  if  by  this  lafl:  Obfervation  I  bear 
hard  upon  them,  or  am  in  the  leaflr  1111- 
unjuft: ;  for  I  tell  it  feelingly  from  my 
own  Experience,  and  can  give  fome 
Hundred  more  Examples  to  confirm  it ; 
but  there  is  no  general  Rule  without  an 

Exception  j  and  this  is  the  real  Caufe 

»  ♦  , 

that 
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that  the  Scots  are  difperfed  all  over  the 
habitable  Part  of  the  World,  and  when 
they  meet  together  Abroad,  are  fond  of 
one  another,  as  Brothers  in  Diftrefs : 
but  all  this  does  not  obliterate  the  Dulcis 
amor  P atria,  fo  natural  to  all  Mankind, 
only  to  me  it  makes  it  a  little  more  ex- 
tenfive,  and  reckon  myfelf  a  Native  of 
the  Bland  of  Great-Pritam ,  where  I 
have  found  Parents,  Brothers,  Sifters, 
and  all  other  Degrees  of  Relations,  fome 
of  them  indeed  Scotfmen,  who  by  feeing 
the  World  in  different  Shapes,  enlarge 
their  Way  of  thinking  greatly  above 
thofe  at  Home;  and  at  all  Times  and 
in  all  Places,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to 
part  with  the  laft  Drop  of  my  Blood, 
and  Penny  in  my  Purfe,  in  their  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  and  thank  God  that  I  was  born 
of  a  Country  preferable  to  all  others 
that  I  have  feen  or  read  of. 


Therefore  my  laft  Will  and  Tefta_ 
ment  is  *  *  *  *  -*  *  *  *  «- 

■*  *  *  $■  -*  *  -*  $ 


*  &, 


c. 


Bui 
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But  you  may  fee  by  what  Ways 
and  Means,  I  have  been  difappointed  of 
my  Mexican  Dollars,  fo  I  cannot  let  you 
have  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament  as 
yet  ;  but  Mr.  Bickerjlaff'e ,  who  was  the 
firft  Publifher  of  thefe  Memoirs,  pro- 
mifed  to  let  you  have  the  Creed  ;  now 
I  will  give  it  you. 


I  believe 
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I  Believe  in  the  Unity  of  God,  the 
Almighty  Author  of  Nature,  Crea¬ 
tor  and  lole  Governor  of  the  whole  Uni- 
verfe,  celeftial  and  terreftrial,  and  all 
that  is  therein j  and  that  there  is  no  Cer¬ 
tainty  in  any  Religion  but 

'The  Relig  ion  of  Nature . 

* 

I  believe  all  Morality  confufts  in  do¬ 
ing  as  you  would  be  done  by  ;  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  eternal  and  invariable  Rule 
of  Right  and  Wrong  :  an  infallible 
Guide  for  us. 

I  believe  all  Actions  in  human  Life 
proceed  from  Self-Love. 

t 

All  the  fame,  whether  Sinner  it,  or 
Saint  it ; 

Nothing  more  fure  than  that  all  Man¬ 
kind  want  it. 

Gratification  of  Self-Love. 

Epicharmion  illud  teneto 
Nervos  atque  Artus  die  fapientice 
Non  temere  nec  iimide  credere . 
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FxiraEl  of  a  Letter i  from  Jamaica,  to  his 

Friend,  a  Member  of  P arliament ,  in 

London. 

?■  •  •  •  ...  <  •  .  ■  •  ...  .  -  .  * 

~  .  •'  f  V  ‘  -  V  > 

S  I  R, 

I N  C  E  my  laft,  of  March  the 
6th,  1742*  by  his  Majefty’s 
Ship  Prince  Frederick ,  pro- 
gnofticating  the  Fate  of  this  laft 
Expedition  to  P  anamay  juft  fuch  another 
fcandalous  one  as  the  Cuba  Expedition,  in 
July,  1741 ,  which  I  hope,  for  faying  the 
Honour  of  our  Country,  will  be  funk  in 
Oblivion,  fo  as  never  to  enter  into  the  An* 
pals  of  Britijh  Hiftory. 

I  now  begin  to  reckon  myfelf  a  fort 
Of  a  Prophet,  and  have  good  Authority 

H  d  2  for 
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for  my  Prophecy  ;  for  the  Bible  fays,  (and 
who  does  not  believe  the  Bible  ? )  A  Houfe 
divided  againjl  itfelf  cannot Jland.  I  fhall 
at  prefent  only  affure  you,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  Particulars,  that  the  whole  Farce  i3 
fhamefully  at  an  End  in  this  Part  of  the 
World ;  and,  whatever  is  doing,  or  may 
be  done  in  Europe ,  I  know  not,  I  can¬ 
not  help  faying,  that  it  has  made  a  tnoft 
fcandalous  Exit  here,  having  only  fettled 
a  little,  fhitten,  uninhabited  Illand,  off 
the  Bay  of  Honduras ,  called  Rattan ;  an 
Enterprize  infinitely  more  ridiculous,  than 
Sdncho’s  Illand  of  Barataria.  At  the 
fame  time,  I  mud  own,  that  the  only 
Thing,  I  molt  heartily  regret,  was  the 
Difhonour  accruing  to  the  Britijh  Nation, 
from  fo  many  unfuccefsful  Attempts,  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to  their  own  bad  Conduit, 
and  not  want  of  Bravery  in  the  Men  ;  in¬ 
credible  !  tho’  certain !  whether  from 
mere  Ignorance,  or  fome  Defign,  greatly 
furpaffes  my  Underftanding  to  fathom  j 
therefore  leave  it  to  Time  to  difcover  :  For 
I  am  of  Sir  Andrew  Freeport's  Opinion, 

That  it  is  flupid  and  barbarous  to  extend 

Dominion 


Dr.  Houstou  n 's  Memoirs.  405 

Dominion  by  Arms,  especially  in  a  trad¬ 
ing  Country,  when  true  Power  is  only  to 
be  got  by  encouraging  Trade,  Arts  and 
Indujlry. 

\ 

Great  Britain  wants  no  Caftles  but 
floating  ones:  Tho’  I  muft  acknowledge, 
when  they  took  the  Caftles  in  the  Harbour 
of  Cartagena ,  had  they  garrifon’d  them 
with  800  or  1000  Men,  which  they 
could  then  have  eafily  fpared,  and  kept  two 
Line-of-battle  Ships  always  in  the  Har¬ 
bour,  reliev’d  from  time  to  time,  with 
proper  Provifions,  &c.  for  the  Garrifon, 
from  Jamaica ;  (which  was  a  Sufficient 
Force  for  any  Attack  the  Spaniards  could 
have  raifed  againft  them  at  that  time)  by 
thefe  Means  they  would  have  had  an  en¬ 
tire  Command  of  the  Towns  of  Cartagena 
and  Porto-bello,  and  consequently  of  all 
the  Trade  of  thofe  inland  Countries,  ex- 
clufive  of  all  Nations  whatever,  during  the 
War ;  and,  on  a  Peace  with  Spain,  re¬ 
ceived  a  Confideration  for  delivering  them 
up,  equivalent  to  the  Expences  of  the 
whole  War  in  the  Wejl-Indies :  But  all 

D  d  3  is 
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is  well,  that  Ends  well.  In  the  mean 
Time  I  am, 

S  I  R, 

'Jamaica* 

A  tut*  T)oitt.  . 

1^42.  Your  molt  obedient, 

V 

Humble  Servant, 

f  I  f  ,  f 

James  Houstoun. 

Postscript. 

I  can’t  flip  this  Opportunity  of  ac¬ 
quainting  you,  that  fome  Time  ago  there 
was  a  grand  Council  of  War  about  this 
Baratarian  Expedition  ;  prefent  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  Wentworth  and  Bhckney ,  Governour 
Trelawny ,  the  Admirals  Vernon  and  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle  \  and  they  were  unanimous 
in  their  Opinion,  to  take  Poffeffion  and 
maintain  the  Illand  of  Rattan  :  But  after 
the  Generals  Wentworth  and  Blackney 
were  gone,  there  was  fome  Difpute  about 
imprejjing  the  Seamen  ;  upon  which  arofe 
fome  Biliingfgate  Words  unbecoming 
Gentlemen,  with  an  Attempt  of  drawing 
Swords :  The  two  Combatants  were  Go¬ 


vernour 
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vernour  Trelawny  and  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle, 
No  Blood  Jhed  ! 

Scene,  The  King's  Houfe. 


Numb.  II.  Page  163. 

T 1  His  Mojl  Excellent  Majefty ,  the  Kingy 
Governour,  and  the  Honourable 
Court  of  Directors,  of  the  Royal 
Affiento  Company,  the  humble  Memo¬ 
rial  of  James  Houftoun,  M.  D. 

Sheweth, 

\  ,  t 

THAT  your  Memorialif  has  had  the 
Honour  of  ferving  this  Honourable 
Company  fince  the  Year  1724,  and  has 
feen  it  under  all  the  Vieiffitudes  of  For¬ 
tune,  in  Peace  and  War  5  wherefore  he 
thinks  it  his  indifpenfable  Duty,  as  your 
oldeft  Servant  abroad,  to  lay  before  your 
Majejly ,  and  the  Honourable  Court  of  Di- 
reSlors ,  the  State  of  the  Company’s  Trade 
abroad,  with  the  Caufes  of  its  Decay ;  or 
total  Ruin,  if  not  timely  prevented,  to  the 
grcit  Difadvantage  and  irretrievable  Lofs 

of 
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of  national  Commerce  in  general,  and 
the  Ajjiento  Trade  in  particular. 

/  “  /  >  ■  j 

The  firft  and  principal  Caufe  is,  the 
open  Violation  of  publick  Faith,  in  the 
Execution  of  Treaties,  between  the  two 
Nations :  For,  by  the  very  firft  Article 
of  the  Ajjiento  Contract,  her  Britannick 
Majefty  does  oblige  herfelf  by  the  Perfons 
whom  fhe  fhall  appoint,  “  To  introduce 
“  144,000  Negroes  (Piezas  de  India)  in- 
“  to  Spani/h  America,  within  the  Space 
“  of  thirty  Years,  to  begin  on  the  firft  of 
“  May ,  1713.” 

N  o  w  the  Company  has  paid  the  Duty  • 
for  the  whole  Number  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  ancl  not  introduced  one  half  of 
that  Number,  for  the  Time  pad,  after 
the  Proportion  of  4800  per  Annum.  And, 
in  Cafe  of  Interruption,  by  a  War  between 
the  two  Crowns,  there  is  a  realbnable 
Time  allowed  for  the  Introduction  of  the 
whole  Number  in  Time  of  Peace,  Duty 
free  without  doubt,  till  the  whole  Num¬ 
ber  fhall  be  compleated. 

B  Y 
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By  the  xLth  Article  of  the  Affiento  Con¬ 
trail ,  “  in  cafe  of  War  between  the  two 
“  Crowns,  the  Company  are  to  have  a 
“  Year  and  a  half  to  withdraw  their  EfL 
“  feds  from  Spam  and  the  Indies But 
this  was  not  at  all  obferved ;  they  were 
not  allowed  a  Day  and  a  half  >  nay,  I  may 
truly  fay,  not  an  Hour  and  a  half:  For 
upon  the  firft  Notice  of  a  Rupture,  the 
Company' s  Effects  were  immediately  feized, 
and,  which  was  worfe,  never  returned 
upon  a  Peace,  though  ftipulated  and  or¬ 
dered  by  Treaty  ;  which  I  am  pofitive  of, 
on  my  certain  Knowledge,  has  been  the 
Cafe  ip  thefe  three  laft  Ruptures  with 
Spain. 

\  *•* 

B  y  the  xl  1  ft  Article,  “  his  Catholick 
“  Majefty  difpenfes,  in  favour  of  this  Afu 
(<  ento ,  with  all  Laws,  &c.  contrary  here- 
“  unto  for  30  Years ;  and  allows  three 
“  Years  more  for  gathering  in  their  Debts, 

■  ‘  &c."  Whereas,  upon  the  firft  Notice 
of  a  Rupture,  he  publilhes  an  Edid,  upon 
the  feyereft  Penalties,  to  deliver  up  all 

Goods 


4io  APPENDIX  to  ■ 

Goods  and  Effects  belonging  to  the  Bri- 
tijh ,  into  his  Cuftody, 

4  •  "*  «  *  -  .  *  / 

The  xrvth  Article  of  the  sljicnto 
“  ftriftly  forbids  all  Vice  Roys,  Governours 
*'  £?<:.  from  detaining  the  Ships  or  Veffels 
u  of  this  AfiiLmto,  upon  any  Pretence 
M  whatever,  but  fhall  give  their  Aid 
“  and  Aliiftance  in  their  Releafe,’*  Thi3 
Article  has  been  frequently  broke  through, 
(of  which  I  have  fufficient  Proofs)  which 
as  yet  have  remained  without  any  Re¬ 
dr  efs. 


By  Article  xv.  “  Neither  fhall  the  faid 
tc  Vice  Roys ,  Governours,  &c.  lay  an  Em- 
u  bargo  on,  or  feize  any  of  the  Effects 
“  belonging  to  this  Ajficnto ,  nor  fearch  the 
"  Houfes  of  the  Factors,  except  on  Proof 
“  of  fome  unlawful  Importation ;  and 
“  then  not  without  the  Concurrence  of 
“  the  Judge  Confer  vat  or.”  This  Article 
has  been  likewife  infringed,  by  laying  an 
Embargo  on  the  Company's  Effects  at  Ex¬ 
portation,  in  Time  of  profound  Peace,  at 
Cartagena ,  in  the  Years  1732,  1733,  and 

with- 


/ 
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without  the  leaft  Reafon  given  for  fo  do-, 
ing,  and  the  Company's  VeiTels  detained  in 
Harbour  for  fome  Months,  which  I  was 
Eye-witnefs  to,  without  fo  much  as  fay¬ 
ing,  Why  ?  or.  Wherefore  ? 

B  y  Article  xix.  “  His  Catholick  Ma- 

*  *.  t  r 

“  jefty  undertakes,  upon  his  Faith  and 
“  Royal  Word,  to  caufe  all  the  Articles 
“  of  the  AJJiento  to  be  obferved.”  I  do 
afiert,  that  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Faith 
and  Royal  Word  has  been  forfeited  in  ah 
moft  every  Article  of  the  Ajfiento. 

And  the  only  Remedy  is,  at  the  very- 
firft  Breach,  to  make  Reprizals  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  then  complain  and  redrefs  full¬ 
handed  :  There’s  no  other  Way  of  dealing 
with  a  dilatory,  chicaning  Spanijlr  Court 
in  Europe ,  and  an  abfolute  Spanijh  Gover- 
nour  in  the  Indies,  to  the  laft  Degree  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  his  Court,  who  not  only  ex- 
erciies  that  Power  over  their  own  People, 
but  even  over  the  Company's  Servants  j 
who  ought  to  live  amongft  them  without 
Controul  j  and  there’s  no  convincin'!  them 

of 


I 
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of  their  pernicious  and  audacious  Errors 
fo  as  to  expedt  any  Redrefs  for  Injuries 
or  Grievances,  but  by  the  ultimate  and 
prevailing  Argument,  Powder  and  Shot . 
which,  if  well  applied,  feldom  or  never 
fails:  And,  ' 

*  t  *  *  ^  •  •  «r  |  .  y 

Of  two  Evils,  we  ought  to  chofe  the  leaf. 

Another,  and  none  of  the  leaft 
Caufes,  are  the  Divifons  amongft  our- 
felves,  as  well  at  Home  as  Abroad :  The 
Bane  of  all  Britons  ! 

Divide  &  Impera! 

And,  for  ought  I  can  learn,  this  is  a  Difeafe 
without  a  Remedy  at  prefent ;  but,  if 
there  is  any  at  all,  it  confifts  in  the  right 
Choice  of  their  Servants,  who  ought  to  be 
Men  of  Underilanding  and  Experience  ; 
for,  if  they  know  Men,  they  will  foon 
come  to  know  Things :  The  Myfiery  does 
not  lie  in  the  Afiento  Trade  itfelf,  but  in 
the  People  who  are  concerned  in  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  it,  as  well  at  Home  as  A- 
broad. 

I*  ,  ,  .  ,  .  * 


But 
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BbT  what  was  mod  detrimental  to 
the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  moft  fatal  Blow  that  ever  was 
given  to  the  Ajjiento  Tirade  in  particular, 
which  proved  the  Ruin  of  the  Trade  of 
the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  Was  a  Contrast, 
made  during  the  War,  by  Meffieurs  Man¬ 
ning  and  Company ,  of  the  Bland  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  with  the  Vice  King  of  the  King- 
dom  of  New  Granada ,  in  the  Spanijh 
JVeJl-Indies,  “  to  fupply  his  Dominions, 
“  during  the  War  with  Negroes ,  &c.” 
which  was  executed  by  the  Mediation  of 
the  French ;  notwithflanding  the  King 

of  Great  Britain ,  in  his  Declaration  of 

* 

War  againft  the  French  King,  has  ftridtly 
forbidden  “  a,U  his  Subjects,  to  have 
“  any  Communication  or  Correlpondence 
“  whatever 

*■  jr  . 


with  the  French  King’s  Sub- 


-  i 


l 


This  Contract  was  executed  thus;  there 
was  a  French  Veffel  or  more,  with  French 
Commanders,  lying  at  the  grand  Barru , 
within  ten  Leagues  of  Cartagena ,  who  re¬ 
ceiv’d  theNegroeSjfeiltfromj^^/c^,  in  his 


own 
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own  Name,  then  hoifted  French  Colour^ 
on  board  all  the  VefTels  belonging  to  their 
Company,  and  fo  failed  into  the  Harbour 
of  Cartagena  altogether  j  and  under  this 
Pretext  they  introduced  large  Quantities 
of  Provilions  of  all  Sorts,  &c.  And  as,  no 
doubt,  the  Vice  King  felt  the  Sweets  of  it, 
he  encouraged  them  only,  and  difcouraged, 
nay,  ftricHy  forbid,  all  Manner  of  Trade 
with  every  body  elfe,  more  particularly 
the  Engli/h }  and  he  erected  a  Gallows  be¬ 
fore  his  Palace,  and  fwore  a  moft  folemn 
Oath, 

.  .  '  :  •  -  r 

^  .  A  J  y  \  J:  J,  J  .  V  +  J  ^  ,  j  '  { 

For  la  Lecke  de  la  fantijjima  Virgin , 

that  the  firft  Spaniard,  he  catched  trading 
with  the  Engli/h,  he  fhould  be  hanged 
upon  that  Gallows,  without  Benefit  of 
the  Clergy.  Notwithftanding  they  con¬ 
tracted  to  fell  their  Negroes  at  an  under 
Rate,  125  Pieces  of  Eight  per  Head, 
which  was  a  great  deal  lefs  than  they 
could  buy  and  tranfport  them  for  from  Ja¬ 
maica ,  allowing  for  Mortality,  &c.  and 
proved  very  pernicious  to  the  Commerce 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Trade  of  Ja¬ 
maica 
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tnatca  in  particular ;  yet  it  was  very  bene* 
ficial  for  thofe  concerned  in  the  Contract % 
as  it  gave  them  an  Opportunity  of  intro¬ 
ducing  large  Quantities  of  Provifions, 
Prize-goods,  &c.  whilfl  our  BritiJJo  Ma¬ 
nufactures  lay  rotting  at  'Jamaica . 

But  the  V ice  King  reaped  the  greateli 
Benefit  of  all ;  for  he  marked  thofe  very 
Negroes  with  the  King's  Mark,  and  gave 
them  a  regular  Dejpacho,  as  introduced  by 
the  AJJiento ,  (though  brought  in  open  Vio¬ 
lation  of  the  whole  AJJiento  Contrast')  and 
•  fold  them  to  the  King  of  Spain's  Subjects, 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Place,  at  the  fame 
Rate  the  AJJiento  Company  fold  their  Ne¬ 
groes  from  280  to  300  Pieces  of  Eight 
per  Head ;  fo  that,  at  leaft,  he  put  into 
hts  own  Pocket  130  Pieces  of  Eight  by 
each  Negroe,  and  fo  of  all  other  Goods  in 
Proportion;  inftead  of  its  being  returned  by 
Bntijh  Subjects  to  their  Mother  Country  in 
ready  Cafh,  it  now  remained  in  Balance 
to  the  French  and  Spaniards ;  which  is 
fo  much  dead  Lois  to  our  iVTothcr  Coun— 
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try  in  general,  as  Subjects  of  his  Britan - 
«/V£  Majedy. 

Besides  all  this,  the  Enemy  were  fur- 
nilhed  with  large  Quantities  of  Provifions 
at  very  low  Prices ;  Flour  at  feven  Pieces 
of  Eight  and  a  half  per  Barrel,  and  other 
Provifions  as  cheap  in  Proportion  ;  which 
enabled  them  to  fit  out  Privateers,  to  de- 
ftroy  our  own  T rade,  which  we  have  had 
a  late  fatal  Inftance  of,  five  of  our  trading 
Sloops,  or  Veffels,  being  all  taken  at  once, 
worth  at  lead  100,000  /.  Sterling  prime 
cod ;  whild  thofe  large  Exportations 
greatly  raifed  the  Price  of  Provifions  at 
Jamaica,  which  mud  prove  the  Ruin  of 
many  here  ;  and  London  will  feel  the  dead 
Weight  of  all  at  lad.  And  now  I  mud 
obferve,  if  they  are  not  fupplied  with  Ne¬ 
groes  and  Provifions  by  the  Etiglifh ,  I  am 
fure  there  is  no  Country  can  fupply  them ; 
and  to  prevent  the  digging  of  their  Mines , 
would  be  effectually  depriving  them  of  the 
principal  Sinews  of  War,  Cajh. 

1  «  *  p  *  jr  *• 

*  *  '  f  .  •  \  % 

Your  Memorialif  humbly  begs  leave 


-  formation  •  being  very  fenfible,  that,  after 


Kingdoms,  to  prevent  the  great  Effu-  j| 

fion  of  Blood,  and  Expence  of  im- 
menfe  Treafure,  in  deftrutftive  War,  Your 

t  J  . 

Majefty  was  abfolutely  forced  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  Ultima  Ratio  Re  gum, 
id  demand  and  piocure  juft  and  ample 
Satisfa&ion  for  all  Injuries  done  :  Where¬ 
fore  your  Memorialift  with  all  your 
Majefty’s  good  Subjects,  who  are  not 
EnemleS  to  themfelves,  and  their  Goun- 

*  '  J 

try,  moil  earneftly  pray  for  Succefs  to 

your  Majefty’s  Arms  by  Sea  and  Land,  till 

you  make  your  Enemies,  and  confequently 

the  Enemies  of  Great  Britain j  your  Foot- 

ftool :  Which  particularly  is  the  moil  fer-  f 

vent  Prayer  of, 

Your  Majesty’s 
Moft  Loyal,  faithful  Subject,  and 
‘Jamaica,  Moft  obedient,  humble  Servant. 


E  e  These 
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These  Affairs  were  brought  upon  thff 
Carpet  before  the  AJfembly  in  Jamaica, 
but  they  let  out  on  a  very  wrong  Footing, 
by  aecufing  one  Don.  Pedro  de  Eftrada , 
whom  Mr.  Manning  at  that  Time  enter¬ 
tained  in  his  Houfe,  of  being  a  Spy  and 
an  Informer,  amongft  the  Spaniards,  a 
Matter  impolTible  to  be  proved  before  any 
Court  of  Judicature,  unlefs  they  had  in¬ 
tercepted  his  Letters,  or  informed  one  a- 
gainfi  another.  This  Don  Pedro  de  EJira- 
da,  a  Frenchman  by  Birth,  but  paffed  for  a 
Spaniard ,  was  one  who  belonged  to  the 
New  Ajfiento  Company ,  eftablilhed  at  the 
Havanna ,  a  very  proper  Inftrument  for 
the  French  and  Spaniards  to  make  ufe  of 
to  ferve  their  own  Purpofes. 

1. 

I  f  they  had  gone  rightly  to  work,  the 
Charge  ought  to  have  lain  on  the  Delive¬ 
ry  of  thofe  contraband  Goods ,  and  the  Proof 
for  it,  the  French  and  Spaniards  Receipts 
for  them,  which  mud  have  appeared  in 

their  Accounts,  and  fo  would  have  been 
eafily  proved  ;  though  it  might  have  car¬ 
ried  along  with  it  the  Sting  of  the  igno¬ 
minious 


j 
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minious  Name  of  an  Informer ,  or  Betrayer 
of  Confanga ,  which  is  prohibited  to  them 
under  a  moft  fevere  Penalty.  And  his 
Catholick  Majefty  himfelf,  in  his  Edicts 
that  he  publifhes  for  feizing  of  contraband 
Goods ,  fays.  La  quinta  parte  al  vil  De- 
nunciader ,  “  the  fifth  Part  of  the  Seizure 
<c  I  give  to  the  'villainous  Informer."  Who 
would  then  execute  that  villainous  Office  ? 
But  Proofs  are  of  little  or  no  Validity, 
when  the  great  Lord  of  famaica  appears  j 
there  his  Numbers  prevail  greatly  ? 


Numb.  III.  Page  193. 

I’o  the  honourable  Sir  John  Eyi.es,  Knt. 
and  Bart.  Sub-governor  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company. 

Hon.  Sir, 

EV  E  N  at  this  Diftance,  we  muft 
be  fenfible  of  the  great  Load  of  Bu- 
finefs  you  have  upon  your  Hands,  which 
makes  me  forbear  troubling  you  fo  often 
as  my  Inclination  and  Duty  lead  me,  to 

E  e  2  ac- 
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acknowledge  the  many  Obligations  I  lie 

under  to  vou. 

* 

l  ■ 

*  t  *  *  f  fy  m  *  9 

:  t  *  *  -  i  y  4  .  1  '  ;  ^  t 

Esteem  is  commonly  judged  by  the 

Warmth  cj  Expnfion,  when  they  have  it 
not  in  their  Power  to  ftew  it  by  Actions. 
I  may  be  deficient  through  Faintnefs  of 
Exprefiion,- but  the  greateft  Pleafure  I  de- 
fire  on  Earth  is  an  Opportunity  of  trying 
my  Zeal  and  Gratitude  in  your  Service  ;  at 
the  Time  I  am  fenfible,  that  all  Acknow- 

»  i  .  i  I  *.  .  * 

ledgments  of  this,  kind  mull  be  ungrate¬ 
ful  to  a  Gentleman,  who,  by  his  innate 
Generality,  feems  to  receive  the  Obliga¬ 
tions  he  confers. 

We  are  under  fome  Concern  here,  left 
the  vexatious  Troubles,  and  ungrateful 
Returns  you  daily  meet  with,  fhould  juftly 
provoke  you  to  fhake  off  the  Government 
ot  the  Soitth-Sea  Company.  I  only  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  the  more  Malice  and 
Envy  exert  themfelves,  the  brighter  will 
Honour  and  Integrity  fhine.  But,  if  fuch 
a  Misfortune  fhould  happen  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  I  anfwer  for  my fe If  in  particular, 

as 


I 


Dr.  HoUSTOUnV Memoirs.  421 

as  the  meaneft  of  their  Servants,  and  I 
dare  likewife  fay  for  their  principal  ones 
here,  inftead  of  a  Pleafure,  it  will  be  a 
great  Pain  to  continue  in  their  Service  ; 
for  they’ll  foon  find  all  go  to  ruin.  To 
fay  more  perhaps  might  be  uneafy  to  you, 
and  to  fay  lefs  would  be  unjuft  in  him, 

who  is,  with  the  utmoft  Gratitude  and 
Refpedl, 

Sir,  Y our  moft  obliged  and 
Obedient,  humble  Servant, 

James  Houstovn, 

f  .i  h Ii.ji.hu  1  111  ...  " . . . '*  1  1  

Numb.  IV,  Page  ,2,05. 

T 5  the  honourable  Court  oj  Directors  of 
the  South- Sea  Company. 

Gentlemen , 

AS  I  have  not  the  Plonour  to  be 
known  to  this  honourable  Court  of 

E  e  3  Di~ 


Cartagena,  in  A- 
7n erica,  Feb.  4* 

1733- 
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Directors,  nor  the  Pleafure  of  being  per- 
fonally  acquainted  with  any  one  Gentle¬ 
man  of  the  Direction ,  I  prefume  to  beg 
Leave,  Gentlemen,  to  give  you  a  fhort 
Detail  of  my  Story,  and  humbly  pray  you 
to  take  my  Cafe  under  your  Confideration 
as  I  depend  entirely  on  your  Juftice,  Ho- 
,  nour,  and  Generality. 

In  the  Year  1724,  by  ample  Certifi¬ 
cates  and  Recommendations,  from  the 
Prefident  and  other  Members  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyfcians ,  and  fome  of  the  moil 
eminent  Surgeons  in  London ,  the  then 
honour  able  Court  of  Directors  were  pleaied 
to  appoint  me  Surgeon  to  the  honourably 
Company's  Factory  at  Cartagena. 

I  have  been  continued  in  the  Service, 
by  all  the  fucceeding  Courts  of  Directors , 
without  the  leaf!:  Blemilh  in  my  Charac¬ 
ter,  and  have  behaved  myfelf  agreeable  to 
my  Station  in  all  Reipedts,  as  appears  by 
the  Approbation  of  all  the  honourable 
Company’s  Servants,  who  ferved  as  my 
Cotemporaries  abroad. 


1 
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I  have  been  at  great  Expences  in  fit¬ 
ting  myfelf  out  twice  (now  thrice)  in  the 
honourable  South-Sea  Company's  Service, 
and  returning  Home  •,  and  fuftained  great 
Lofles  by  the  many  Reprifalias ,  and  fince ; 
of  which  I  only  beg  Leave  to  mention  one 
Inftancc :  I  covenanted  with  the  honoura¬ 
ble  Company,  by  Counter-covenants  with 
the  honourable  Court  of  Directors,  to  fur 
nUh  your  Factory  at  Cartagena  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Medicines  for  200  Pieces  of  Eight  per 
Annum ,  which  is  much  cheaper  than  is 
paid  for  any  one  of  the  reft  of  the  Facto¬ 
ries  j  and  accordingly  I  fupplied  them 
with  the  frelheft  and  beft  Medicines  from 
London,  and  had  jiift  wrote  for  a  new  Sup¬ 
ply  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Factory,  to  the  Va¬ 
lue  of  200  lb.  Sterling  and  upwards, 
when  I  was  recalled ;  fo  that  they  now  lie 
periftfing  at  Jamaica  to  my  great  Lois. 

And  as  my  Bread  depends  entirely  on 
the  Credit  and  Reputation  I  have  gained 
in  my  Profeffion,  for  I  know  no  under¬ 
hand  Dealings,  I  have  not  meddled  with 
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avow  to  the  whole  World,  and  this  ho¬ 
nourable  Company ,  who  have  reaped  the 
Benefit  of  my  Labour  j  for,  out  ofyoooM’- 
groes,  in  three  Year’s  Time,  with  the  fmalj 
Pqx,  and  feveral  other  epidemical  Diftem- 
pers  amongft  them  we  have  loft  but  thir- 
ty-lix  :  The  Spaniards  have  likewife 
reaped  the  Benefit  of  my  Profeflion  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  a  Letter  from  the  Bifhop  ofCar- 
tagena,  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Inha¬ 
bitants  there,  to  his  Excellency  the  Conde 
of  Montija,  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Am- 

baffador  in  London. 

<  * '  •  •  *  1  v  ■. 

i 

After  all  thefe  my  Sufferings,  I 

muftown,  Gentlemen,  I  think  it  not  a 

little  hard,  to  be  turned  out  of  my  Em¬ 
ploy,  without  the  leaft  Reafon,  previous 
Notice,  or  Warning  given  ;  which  is  al¬ 
ways  given  to  the  meaneft  Domeftick 
Servant ;  and,  after  ten  Years  faithful 
Service,  to  find  myfelf  in  worfe  Circum- 
frances  than  the  Day  I  engaged  in  the, 
Co??ipany's  Service,  “■ 

W.  4 

4 

Where p  ore  I  hope.  Gentlemen, 

that 
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that  you’ll  be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with 
your  Vote  and  Intereft,  for  the  Payment 
of  my  Sailary  due,  from  the  20th  of  June, 
1729,  to  the  21ft  of  March ,  1730,  yet 
unpayed  ;  notwithftanding  all  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  Servants,  upon  the  fame  Footing  and 
Eftablifhment  with  me,  have  been  paid 
for  that  Time,  and  I  made  the  only  Ex¬ 
ception.  And  I  humbly  hope  for  your 
farther  Favour,  in  feme  Allowance  for 
my  Expences  in  coming  Home,  in  Obe¬ 
dience  to  your  Orders  j  and  alfo,  that  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  continue  me  in  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Company's  Service  to  the  Vacancy 
at  la  Vera  Craz ,  where  I  am  ready  and 
willing  to  ferve  the  Honourable  Company, 
till  I  am  able  to  recover  my  Effects :  And 
am,  with  all  Submiffion  and  Refpedt, 

•  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
Faithful  humble  Servant, 
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Numb.  Yr.  Page  319. 

0«  <z  Bill  oj  Exceptions, 

TH  E  Exceptions  ought  to  be  put  in 
Writing,  fedente  Curia ,  in  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Judge  who  tried  the  Caufe, 
and  figned  by  the  Counfel  on  each  Side  •, 
then  the  Bill  mull  be  drawn  up,  and  ten¬ 
dered  to  the  Judge  that  tried  the  Caufe,  in 
order  to  be  fealed  by  him  when  figned : 
There  goes  out  a  feire  Facias ,  to  the  fame 
Judge,  ad  cognofcendum  Scriptum ,  and 
that  is  made  Part  of  the  Record  ;  and  the 
Return  of  the  Judge,  with  the  Bill  itfelf, 
mud  be  entered  on  the  Iffue-Roll  ;  and, 
if  a  Writ  of  Error  be  brought,  it  is  to  be 
returned  as  Part  of  the  Record. 

There  was  not  one  of  thefe  Articles 
legally  performed,  yet  it  paffed  pro  re 
nata :  They  went  on,  as  you  fee  in  the 
Page  above  signified. 


N  u  M  B . 
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Numb.  VI.  Page  325. 

Far  Thomas  Hill,  Efq j  Counfellor at 


Law . 


S  I  R 


N  Obedience  to  a  Commiffion,  from 


/J-  the  grand  Court  of  Judicature,  ap¬ 
pointing  Meffieurs  Patrick  Adam,  Samuel 
JohnJlon,  and  JValrond  Fearon,  Commif- 
fioners,  to  audit,  adjuft  and  report  certain 
Accounts,  depending  between  the  Hon. 
Edward  Manning ,  Efq;  and  'James  Houf- 
toun ,  accordingly  the  forefaid  Commiffio- 
ners  met  at  the  Houfe  of  Laurence  Brod~ 
belt,  in  Kingjlon,  December  7,  1745,  in 

order  to  proceed  to  Eulinefs ;  but,  at  the 
Requeft  of  the  faid  Manning,  Defendant 
in  this  Caufe,  they  adjourned  to  the  10th 
of  the  aforefaid  Month,  when  they  met 
again  according  to  Adjournment  at  the 
aforefaid  Houfe ;  when  and  where  ap¬ 
peared  one  Alexander  Graham,  who  laid 
he  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Defendant, 


Manning, 
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Manning ,  who  told  the  Commiffioncrs, 
there  could  be  nothing  done,  for  Mr, 
Morfe  was  not  in  Town,  and  Mr.  Man¬ 
ning  was  not  ready  :  Notwithftanding  he 
very  well  knew,  that  there  was  due  No¬ 
tice  legally  given  to  Mr.  Manning.  Then 
fie  (the  laid  Graham )  took  up  the  Com- 
million,  that  day  upon  the  Table  before 
the  Commiffioners,  and,  looking  at  it, 
laid,  Phis  Commijjion  is  not  Returnable  for 
this  Court .  Then  I  (fames  Houfioun )  asked 
him,  Why  ? — Why ,  fa  id  he,  it  is  figned  in 
Auguft,  and  cannot  be  returnable  for  the 
fame  Auguft  Court.  Then  I  (James  Houf- 
toun )  anfwered.  Don't  you  fee  that  the 
Chief  Juflice  bas  figned  it,  to  be  returned 
for  the  fame  Auguft  Court  ?  Do  you  deny 

his  Hand  Writing  1 - No,  replied  the 

faid  Graham ,  I  don't  deny  his  Hand  Writ¬ 
ing  j  a  Chief  Juft  ice  may  fign  any  Commif- 
fion ;  but  no  Chief  Juflice  has  any  Power 
or  Authority  to  fign  a  Commijjion  returna¬ 
ble  in  (o  Jhort  a  Date  as  this  is,  with  the 
Commlffion  in  his  Hand  ;  and  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  inclined  to  the  fame  Opinion, 
tho’  they  knew  that  there  was  due  and  le¬ 
gal 
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gal  Notice  of  fix  Days  given  to  the  De¬ 
fendant,  Manning. 

But  what  the  Commiffioners  bog¬ 
gled  at  was  my  Aflertion,  That  Graham 
told  them%  that  the  chief  fuftice  had  m 
Power  or  Authority  to  fign  a  Commiffion 
returnable  in  fo  fort  a  Date :  Horrid 
Equivocations !  when  at  the  fame  time 
they  acknowledge,  that  they  were  of  the 
fame  Opinion  themfelves :  The  Defigti  is 
plain  ! 

N  o  w  1  do  again  aftert  upon  my  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  by  all  that  is  facred  and  good, 
(if  I  have  Ears,  or  any  Part  of  the  Senfe 
of  Hearing  left)  the  very  identical  Words 
were,  No  chief  fufiice  can  give  a  Com - 
mifion  returnable  in  fo  Jhort  a  Date  as 
that  was.  It  is  indeed  faid,  No  chief  fu¬ 
ftice  ;  but,  I  hope,  our  Chief  Juftice,  who 
was  then  in  Officio ,  was  one.  I  am  furs 
I  acknowledged  him  as  fuch,  by  pun  (flu- 
ally  obeying  his  Commands  with  the 
greateft  Patience  and  Refignation,  which 
proved  at  the  Rifk  of  my  Life,  Chara¬ 
cter, 
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&er,  and  Fortune  ;  (too  great  a  Stake  to 
be  laid  at  once  :)  But  if  this  Commiffion 
was  legal,  and  returnable  in  the  limited 
Time  mentioned,  why  was  not  due  Obe¬ 
dience  paid  to  it  ?  No  ;  they  did  not  re- 
fuie  Obedience,  but  they  muff  have  a  new 
one,  Mr.  Manning  was  not  ready  5  Nor 
never  will,  faid  I.  Was  ever  fuch  Con¬ 
tradictions  in  terminis  heard  of?  Then  I 
a  iked  Graham,  What  was  to  be  done  with 
the  old  Commiffion  ?  He  anfwered.  Ton  may 
wipe  your  Arfe  with  it. 

The  Truth  of  all  thefe  Facts  I  do  not 
only  affert,  but  will  burn  at  a  Stake  to 
vouch  it,  if  need  require :  And  now 
leave  them  as  my  laft  Speech  and  dying 
Words,  at  the  Place  of  my  Execution. 
At  the  lame  time  I  declare  to  you  and 
the  whole  World,  that  I  had  no  Inten¬ 
tion  of  Hurt  to  our  Cujlos' s  Counfellor, 
nor  his  Clerk,  Mr.  Graham ,  when  I  faid, 
“  That  Graham  argued  like  a  Wapping- 
“  Attorney  ;  that  I  believed,  the  Argu- 
“  ments  he  made  ufe  of  were  none  of 
“  his  own,  but  that  they  came  from  his 

“  Mafler, 

J  3 


•  ' 

Vi  *« 
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lt  Mafer,  only  to  fhuffle  and  chicane  the 
**  Court  off  j  and  defired  to  lay  the  Saddle 
“  on  the  right  Horfe ,  that  the  Counfellor 
“  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  arguing 
“  the  Validity  of  his  Bill  of  Exceptions , 
“  and  the  Invalidity  of  this  Commijjion t 
tc  iffued  by  the  Honourable  Court,  in 
“  propria  Perfona ,  before  the  Chief  Ju- 
“  dice,  who  figned  the  Commiflion  in 
“  Court,  returnable  at  that  very  fame 
“  Court.”  Wherefore  I  kept  out;  of  my 
Affidavit  the  unmannerly  Expreffion  of 
wipeing  my  Arfe  with  it ,  left  it  fhould 

have  done  the  young  Man  Hurt,  which 
was  the  fartheft  from  my  Intentions. 

-  '  ->  •  >  »  «:  •'  * .  ;  :  $  v  v"  .  >  V 

I  shall  not  prefume.  Sir,  to  afk 
your,  or  any  of  my  Friends  Favour  and 

Countenance  in  any  Thing  that  is  not 

' 

ftri&ly  confident  with  Honour  and  Ho~ 
nefty  ;  I  have  a  found,  tho’  open  Bread, 
now  laid  open  to  two  of  my  greateft  de¬ 
clared  Enemies,  and  indeed  to  all  my 
Enemies  with  Daggers  in  their  Hands, 
But  I  comfort  myfelf  with, 

‘ '  *  Magna 

*  j 

I  ' 

\- 


I 


0 


/ 
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,  *  t  i  f:  r’i  j  «c  J  '  *  y  i  .  ,  ,  v.  .  r 

t  1  *  -x 

'  •  •••  *-4 . 

Magna  eji  Veritas ,  £?  prczvalebit 

otherwife  Life  would  be  a  Burthen  to  trie; 

.  '  <  <  .  ... 

I  am  how  aware  of  all  their  Machinations , 
and  defigned  Ajfajjinaticns .  Y ou  have  af- 
.  lifted  me  in  my  moft  oppreffive  Diftrelfes 

here  in  Jamaica ;  I  beg  the  Continuance 
of  your  Favour  and  Countenance,  but  no 

farther  than  is  confident  with  ftridt  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Honefty  5  whenever  I  fwerve 
from  that,  I  deferve  to  perilh  like  one 
taken  up  by  the  'Tribunal  of  Inquifition. 
In  the  mean  time  give  me  leave  to  allure 
you,  that  I  retain  a  grateful  Senle  of  all 
your  Favours,  as  you  have  always  behaved 
to  me  like  a  Gentleman,  a  Friend,  and  a 
Lawyer ;  and  nothing  lhall  give  me  more 
Pleafure,  than  an  Opportunity  of  grate¬ 
fully  and  thankfully  acknowledging  the 
Obligations  done  to, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  obedient. 


During  my  Inttr * 
diElment ,  in  the 
Month  of  Janu- 

ary,  I74S-6- 


Humble  Servant, 


James  HousTotw, 

P.  S. 


I 


n  . 


Dr.  HoustounV  Memoirs  433 

P.  S.  I  have  pot  as  yet  been  allowed, 
notwithftanding  my  frequent  Importuni¬ 
ties,  to  fee  the  Depofitions  againft  me ; 
this,  methinks,  is  fomething  like  the  "Tri¬ 
bunal  of  lnquifitiony 

Punijh  fir  ft,  an4  know  your  Crime  af¬ 
terwards. 

If  ever  I  fhould  be  able  to  fee  them  I’ll 

! 

trouble  you,  Sir,  with  my  Obfervations 
and  Conliderations  on  them,  as  the  mod 
remarkable  Paflage  that  ever  happened 
to  me  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Life, 

and  I  am  fure  the  leaft  deferved  :  But  I 

•  * 

never  could  fee  them ;  they  abfolutely 
and  pofitively  refufed  me  a  Copy  of  the 
Proceedings,  nay,  they  would  not  fo  much 
as  allow  me  a  Sight  of  them,  which  ne¬ 
ver  was  pradtifed  in  any  Court  of  Judi¬ 
cature  in  the  known  World,  except  the 
Tribunal  of  Tnquifiti  on. 


F  f 


* 
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♦  £  '  s  ‘V  '/  * 

Numb.  VII.  Page  325* 

For  John  Burke,  Efq ;  Counsellor  at 

Law. 

•  \  )  .  .  r 

S  I  R, 

TH  E  RE  ’S  a  Profecution  juft  now 
carried  on  againft  me,  with  a  De- 
Jign  to  ruin  me  entirely,  which  they 
have  already  done  in  part ;  I  chufe  to 
Rand  it  for  an  Opportunity  of  exculpating 
myfelf  from  any  Guilt  allcdged  againfl 
me,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  in  due  time 
will  appear  to  be  a  falfe,  fpiteful,  and  ma¬ 
licious  Profecution,  as  I  am  confcious  to 

\  . 

myfelf  of  my  own  Innocence  of  the 
Crime  alledged  againfl:  me  :  Though  I 
have  never  feen  the  Indidment  or  Depo- 
fitions  againft  me,  (Inquifition-like)  but  I 
am  fully  convinced  of  my  own  Adions, 
that  proceed  from  a  found  Heart,  and 
guiltlefs  Confcience.  This  is  an  Attempt 
to  aflaffinate  Life,  Character,  and  Fortune 
at  once,  which  they  have  accomplished 

in. 
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in  part  already :  So,  Sir,  if  you  are  not 
engaged  on  the  other  fide,  and  are  pleafed 
to  favour  me  with  your  Countenance  and 
Advice,  give  me  Leave  to  aflure  you,  that 
it  fhall  be  moft  gratefully  acknowledged 
the  firft  Opportunity,  by 

S  I  R, 


During  my  Inter - 
diSlment ,  in  the 
Month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,!  745-6. 


Your  moft  obedient. 

Humble  Servant, 

/ 

_  \ 

B  / 

James  Hous toun. 
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